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Husbandry, which #5 here taught you ; and yet 
|Tmuſt tell you,that great perſons have account - 
led that civil employment Cwhich is much infe- | 


King himſelf is ſerved by the field, Ecet. 5; 9: 
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to win them to Chriſt, and thereby make them | 
more than ſeventy-ſeven-fold happier than be- 
fore ? Not to mention other incouragements to Y 
this work.,, which 1 received from the earneſt 3 
deſires of ſome Reverend and worthy Brethren i "Þ 
inviting thereunto ; all which 1 hopethe event al 
will manifeſt to be a call from God to this work, be 
I confeſs I met with ſome diſcouragement in 
my firſt attempt, from my unacquaintedneſs 
KN rural affairs ; and becauſe [ was to tra- | 
vel ina path (to me) untrodden ; but havitg 4 
once engaged ip it, thoſe diſcouragements were 5; 
[con Overcome ; . and being now brought to what| 5 
you bereſee,l offer to your hands theſe firſt fruits | © * 

of my ſpare hours. | 
{ preſume you will account it no diſparage- 
ment, that 1 dedicate a Book of Husbandry to 
Gentlemen of your quality. This is Spiritual 


- 


rior tothis) no diſparagement to them. The 


ras Montanus renders the Hebrew Zext, Rep. 
a gro fit ſervus ; The King himſelf is a ſerv OE: + 
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|the earth it ſelf rejoyced in the Laurel Plow- 
| WG and the triumphant Plowman, _ 
." What pleaſure you will jind in reading it; I| 

' know not ; but to me it hath been a pleaſant 


| fculties attending it;but yet the pleaſure hath | 
| abundantly. recompenſed the pains.” 1 have 


_  |laffirudinem 2 ſtudiis graviogibus contra- 


____ . 
q LPG 2M 4 . bY - 
: OTST > ; - . nat 
: I EIN : : 
4:  |ay,oy making 4 atverfioufrom that 
- Ss © *% x : . þ 
* 3 s _ I. " , -* od 
Tx Y ' . 
ATA (IIS +S... % 5 | 
« FY a <S - » » on D >. P Z) . —_” 
» 4. IE. 4d . , ac a = 
iN eo \ bw”. y Ex | Oo . - AF , «at 4 > . 
j £7 Ads 


--  JECE! & {# ; 


—_——— — 


, OO —————<x=” RB” — — 


And Amos 7. 1. we readof the Kings mow- | 
ings. Tea, Pliny hath obſerved, That Corn, 


was never ſo plentiful at Rome, as when the 


|ſame men tilled the Land that rul'dtheCom-! 
| monwealth.Quaſt gaudererterca laureatoyo- 


mere,ſcilicet&aratore triumphali;As though 


pa th.fromfirſt to laſt;who yet have been at far 


greater expence of time and pains in compiling 


it, than you can be in reading it.. The Hus-\, 


 bandmans work you know, is no eafie work, 
aud the Spir itualizing of it hath greater dif- 


found Eraſmus bis Obſervation experimental- 


The:Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


ly true; Qui literis addiQi fummus, animi 


Qam ; ab iiſdem ſtudiis, ſed amenioribus 
recreamus ; 7hoſe that are addifted to ſtudy; 


” 
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[faith be)when they have nearied their ſpirjts | | 
Iwith fludy, can recreate them again with ftu-\ Þ 
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ſevere and knotty,to ſome more fa cile and plea- 
ant Subjea.-. : 
But to hear that God hath uſed and, þo- 
| noured theſe papers to the geod of any ſoul 411 
[yield me the higheſt content and ſatisfation 
| imaginable. 
| - Mayyou but learn that Leſſon, which is-the 


indeed which put me upon theſe endeavours |. 


\for you, to make ſuch holy improvements of all 


Lgeneral Scope and Deſign of this Book, viz.| 
You to walk with God from day to day, apd|- 
make the ſeveral Objefs you behold, Scalz & | 
iale, Wings and Ladders to mount your ſouls| - 
Ineerer to Him, who is the Center of all bleſſed} "i 
Spirits, How much will it comfort me, and 
| confirm my hope, that it was the Call of God 


| 


*theſe earthly Objets which daily incur your 
| ſenſes, and cauſe them to proclaim and: preach 


to you Divine and heavenly Myſteries, whilp} 


others make them groan,” by abuſing thettto 
fin, and ſubjeffing them to their luſts.. Amin 
\maybe caſt into ſuth-a tondition; wherein. be 
cannot enjoy the bleſſung and benefit of a: pious 


arid powerful Miniſtry but younannot-(Or- 
SO Nfouk intoſach 
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[riches of Chriſt; or rich diſcoveries of that 


The Epiſtie Dedicatory, 


any thiup (except a bad heart ) can deprive you | 
of the benefits and comforts of thoſe excellent 
Sermons, and Divinity Lettares, which, the 
creatures here offer topreach and read to you, | 
"Content not your ſelves, 1 beſeech you, with 
that natural ſweetneſs the creatures afford ; for 
thereof the beaſts are capable, as much, if. not 
more, than you ; but uſe them to thoſe ſpiritual | 
ends you are here airefied, and they will yield 


ſweetneſs you ever reliſbed in them ; and in- 

deed, you never uſe the creatures as, their | 
Lord.s, til] you come to ſee your Lord, in and | 
by them. I confeſs the diſcoveries of God in the | 
IVord are far more excellent, cleer and power- 


| you a ſweetneſs far tranſcending that natural | 
| 


Il; He hath magnified his Word above all 


his Name. And therein are the unſearchable' 


grace that hath no footfleps in nature, as the 
Apoſtles expreſſion ſignifies, Eph 3.8, 
And if that which might be known of God by 
"the Creatures, leave men without excuſe ; » as 
it's manifeſt; Rom, 1:20. How inexcuſable 
then mill thoſe be, whe have. received nat only 
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" The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


if we negle&t ſo great ſalvation 2 They that 
are careleſs in the = y of grace, ſhall be Rorrk. 
eſs in the day of judgment. 

I am ſ.nſible of many defefts in theſe Papers 
(as well as inmyſelf; ) they bave doubtleſs a 
taſte of the diſiradtions of the times wherein | 
they werewritten ; nor was I willing to keep | 
them ſo long under-hand, as the Fiber ont 
and exatineſs with which ſuch a ſubjet-ought 
to be handled aid require. Had 1 Lone my 
own credit, 1 ſhould have obſerved that coun! 
ſel Nonumque prematur in annum, | 
(1.e.) Tohave kept it much longer under the 
file, before I bad Soſe it to*publick. view ; 
but 4 rather inclined to Solomons. counſel, 
Whatever thy hand finds out.tado,do 1t with 
all thy might; forthere is no wiſdom, nor| | 
knowledge, nor device inthegrave, whither 
thou art going, Eccleſe9:;19-, > wv 

[atprehended a neceſſity of ſome ſuch means 
tobe uſed, for the inflruttion aud conviflion| 
of countrey people ; who either are uot capable 
of underſtanding truth in anather Dialeh, or|- 
at leaſt, gre leſs affefted with it. The Propef- | 


in ubandry ; Where ein, If | {7 bene foie {: my 
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uſing any improper expreſſion, your candour 
will cover it,and impute it to my unacquaint- 
| edneſs in rural affairs -— In magnis voluifſe 
far eſt, | 

| The Reddition, or Application, you will 
find (hope) both pertinent and cloſe. 7 he 
Refle&ions ſerious, and ſuch (as I bope) your 
Conſciences will faitbfully improve. ſhave ſhut 
aþ every Chapter with a Poem, an innocent 
Bait to catch the Readers Soul. 

That of Herbert is experimentally true. 


A Verſe may find himithat a-Sermon. flies. 
| And turndelight into a-Sacrifice. 


| I ſhould never have been perſmaded Ceſpe- 
 Veiallyinthis ſeribling Age, wherein we may 
' complain with the Poet. £7" S:7: / I 
| Scribimus indotti, doctiq;poemara paſſim) 
To have ſet my dull fancy upon the Rack to 


extort Poem to entertain my Reader; for / 
eannot ſay mth Ovid, 'Sponte ſua carmen , 
[t9. but that I have been informed,that many 
hs |Seamen-induced by the pleafure of aVerſe,haye 
ſtaken much pains to learn the Poems in their 
' |CorbpalS'Vy Heart ; and Thope both the Chil- 
-Þ en at home;and the Servants in the Pigs, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
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diſpoſe them to much wickedneſs, by irritating 


theirnatural corruption . but theſe are purer 


| flames,you will find nothing here of (uch a ten- | 


dency. | 


'Tis guilt,not Poetry, to be like thoſe 
WhoſewirinVerſe,is downright fin inProſe, 
Whoſe ſtudies are prophaneneſs,as if then 
They only were good Poets; when bad men, 


' 1hhball add no more, but to beg that God 


| 


| 


who inftrufteth the Husbandman in his civil 


Calling, to teach him wiſdom ſpiritually tol 


improve it ; and particularly, that you may 


reap a crop of much ſpiritual benefit,from that | 
ſeed which is here — by the hand "of tbe 


Lords unprofitable ſervant, and in him, 


Your very affe&ionate 
Friend and Sexyant, 


JOHN FLAVELL 


oill learn to exerciſe themſelves this way alſo.' 


Erna? qp==" | 
ſtuff their memories with obſcene Ballads and 


filthy Songs, which corrupt their minds, and 
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| HusbandmanWo diſcretion, and reaching him how #0! 


To theChriftian Reader. © 


TO THE 
Chriſtian Reader 


Tg Here are three things wherein(as it hath 
been ſaid, long betore my day)the ex 

erciſe of Godlinels doth chiefly conſt : 
Prayer, Temptation, Medication. Me- 


CESSSSISADLASLIES 


| 
[ 


Manual, The Objc& of Meditation is twotold./ 
Firſt, The Word : Secondly, The W orksof God, 
The Works of God are twofold. Firſt, Iaterna], 
Secondly, External, The External Works of God 
are twofold, Fitſt, Of Creation:: Secondly, of Pro-! 
vidence. The works of Providence are likewiſe (ywo-/ 
fold, Firſt, In thing Civil,-the .Lord ordering -agd 
over-ruling all the affairs and motion of ſingle Per-| 
ſons, Families and Nations, in a ſabſerviency ro his 
own moſt holy Ends, Deſigns and Purpoſes -- Se 
condly, In things Narural, the Lord inftructing the 


: 
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Dreſs 2nd Till the Eirth, that it may give Seed to! 
the Sower. and Bread to the Eater , as alſo how to: 


| breed up ana manage the Beafts of tte field, both | 


Citation is the SubjeR of this following |© 


Man. 
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greater and leſſer Cattel, for theuſec and fervice 'vf 
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Tothe Chriſtian Render. 
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| of God, and his wondertul Providences about them, | 
; may-ratſe our fouls very high, and while we wilcly 
| contider theſe nacura] things, we'may grow more and 
| more wiſe, in and tor Spirituals and Eternals, 
| The worthy andingenions Author of the enſaing 
| Diſcourſe, hath ſupplyed us with an excellent help, 
{for the Spiritualizing of the providential Works of 
God in gatural thipgs, by godly, Meditations z we 
chiefly want the help of the holy Spirit (without 


« [whichall other helps and helpers are altogether in-| 


ſufficient) to frame and wind up our hearts, foF this, 
both profitable and delighttul duty , yet the help 
which theLord is pleaſed to give us for our direction 
in it, by the Miniſtery of man, is not only, noc to be | 


- | refuſed, but chankfully received and improved; and | 


all little enongh co bring onr minds to,or keep'them | 
at this work : The beſt of Saints (on this ſide hea-. 
ven)have(though they are not earthly minded)much | 
earth in their minds; which like a heavy clog at their | 
heels, or a weight at their hearts, preſſeth them | 
cown when they wonld make anEſſay co mount up- | 
ward in Meditation, We find it no eafie matcer to 
keep off earthly thoughts, when we are moſt ſeri- 
oully-engaged in heavenly work ; how hard 1s it 
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To theChriſfian Reader. 


DOI I NE 


we'heve to co wich Cora and. Grals, with Trees and | 
Plants, with' Sheep and. Oxen, when we behul1| 
the birtls andtowls'ot the Air, the worms, and all! | | / 
| chat creep upon the ground, then Tay) ro be {pirt- | 
[ruaily minded, and thence to have our thoughts : | 
{(cending and ſoaring up. to. God, in hear t-attecting | 
'and quickning concemplations, witnefſeth an kigh 
. degree of holineſs, and ot gracious attainments, To 
make x ladder out of earthly materials, for the rail- | 
ing of onr (elves in ſpiric up.toheaven, is the Arty | | 
; Art, Holy and happy indeed-are they ! whoſ being | 
' caught of God jhave learned this Art,and-live inthe l 
| daily practiſe of it,” Earthly Objects uſually hinder | 
/Us in our way, ſometimes turn-us quite out of 'our 
; way toheaven.. Many plow and ſow, dig anch delve 1 
the eacth, till their bearcs become-a$earthlyias the | 
| earthir ſel6: many deal about the beaſts ofthe treld,| - | 
| rl chemfelves become even brutiſh, ls it not: che T 
blefled deſign whieh this Author aims and-driyevae, 
ſo'co ſpiritualize all;ſorts;; or the whole c at 
earthly Hus bandry,that all ſorts of hughandmen-may! 
| become{pititual& heavenlytitſeemaromes!taken| 
for good,thatGoiul hathanintendmentioffome ſpect 
al; good toi the ſouls of ſuch as are by profefionpro-| Mr. Richard Þ 
'p per Hugbandmery(eeing be hath lately pur jr. into the. mars chi 
; hearts of two. faichful Miniſters whowinball of:thar 
| profeſſion, arHusbandmen inadtgureatd dderipke 
chough in a different way,this Subje&;and ro publiſh; 
| their labours in print, that they may be of uſe, not; 
only for he-prelevt age, bu for poſtericy. 
: AndichatebeHugbandman may be Mleaſth; = 


profited, in peruſing the labours of this / 
Fa. ie Hack, hem" _ and acutenels 
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7o the Ebriflian Reader. © 


contrived and coftracted the ſum or ſcope of every 


| Chapter into an elegant Diſtich or pair of Verſes, 


placed at the head of ir, &concluded it with achoice 
melodious Poem (utable to, and dilating upon the 

whole matter of it, Theſe the Husbandman, who| 
can but read, may quickly learn and fing for his ſo- 


lace, inſtead of thoſe vain Ballads and corrupting 


Rimes, which many of that rank are apt to buy, and 


ſolace themſelves withal, withour any benefit, yea, 
much to their hurt, making their hearts more cor- 
rupr, carnal and vain:thereby, = 

Let me add oneword more to the Reader, This 
; Book of HasbandrySpiritualized,is not calculatedon- 
ly ſor the common Husbandman; perſons of. any 
calling or-condution, may find the Auchor working 


|ourfachifearching Refleious andſtrong Canvieti- 
| ons, fromaimoſt every. part and (particular. of the 


Husbandmans work, as may prove, if faithfully un- 


| proved, very uſeful to themg rofome- tor rheir awa- 
| ketings xo:conſider rhe ſtate of their ſouls, whecher 
| inprace or inmature z to others for:their inſtruQron, 


| confolation and -enc tin the. wayes.of 
grace,us alſo for:theirproficiency & growth in thoſe 


| wayes. Tharthe bleſſing of theLord;ammd:the/breath- 


ings of his gaod Spirit may go onr with: ity:for' all 
thoſe gracions'purpoſes, is the- hearts. defire and 
Þa of him, 'veho'is, _ ON ak 20 
7 _— 
A ſince well-wifhtr '10'thy pre- 
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To his Reverend and learned F riend, Mr, 
Fobn F lavell, on hisSpiritual Navi. 
gation and Husbandry, 


88 Etters of Mart to his dear Servant given, - 
WIS By him that fiſts the raffling winds of heaven : 
2) BER To fight,and take all ſuch as would not daign 
| T*acknowledge him the Seas great Soveraigns 
He lanch'd his little Pinace, and began | 
Teattaque the vaſſals of Leviathan. EP 
Auſpicious gals ſwelling his winged Sails, if 
Searches all creeks,and every Bark he hails, T, 
That ſcarce a Ship our Weſtern Coaſts afford | 
Which this brave Pnace hath not laid aboazxd. 
And what among our riddles ſome might count, 
Was ſeen at once at Barwick, and the Mownt. 7 
Yea, in more Ports hath in one luſtre been, 
Than Hewhins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have ſeen. . 
And Prizes of more worth brought home again, 
Than all the Plate-Fleers of the Kings of Spaine 
But that which makes the wonder ſwell the more, ... _. 
Thoſe whom he took were Beggars all before. 

But reſts he here ? No, no, our friend doth know . 

*T3s good to have two ftrings unto his Bow. 

Our rare Amphibjon loves not to be pent 
1] Within the bounds, of one poor Element, 

\; Beſides the learned Author underſtood, 

|| | Thot of anidle hand there comes no good, © 
The Law to him no Pzlpis doth allow, 


"_ 
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{| |. Andinow he cannot Pregch, he means to Plow - - -_ NIE ED 2 
| Th . k 


Though Preaching were a crime, yet he foreſaw 
Again the Plowman there could be no Law. 

Nor ſtayes he on reſolves, but out of hand 

He yoaks his Teew,plows up the ſtubborn Land : 
Sows it with precious Seed, harrows again 

The tougher clods : takes pleaſure in his pain. . 

- Whilſt Orphus like, (which doth his Art advance). 
Rocks, Ficlds, and Wood after his pipe do dance. | 


Iaduſirious ſpirit, to what a rich account . 
With thy bleſt Lord, will all theſe Iabours mount 7 'F 
That every nerve of thy bleſt ſoul doſi ply, ; 
To further heavens Spiritual Husbaudry. 
This kind of Tillage which thou teacheſt us. 
Was never dreamt of Triptolemus. 

Go Reader, tnrn the leaves; and me allow. 


To pray (whilſt at thy work) God ſpeed the Plow. 
” NICHOLAS WATTS. 
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Ih Authoris OPER A. 


& Et Paracelſus and Van-Helmont's name, 


22 Lo, here's a Chymiſt whoſe diviner $kill 


- 


Spiritualizeth Sea affairs, agen, ; 
Makes the rude ground turn Tutor unto men. 
Shews Mariners as by a Compaſs how 
They may unto the Porz of Glory row. 
Teacheth the Plowmen from their work to know 
What duties unto God and man they ow. 
Rare Artiſt! who when many tongues are mute 
. Mak'(ſt things that are inanimate, confute 
The Ages ſins 3 by preaching unto eyes, 
Traths which in other modes, their cars delpiſe. 
Proſper his pious labours, Lord ! howe'r 
Do not forget to crown the labourer, 


Sic raptirms cant, 


No more ride triumph on the wings of fame. 


SSD Doth b2/lowed, trom unhallow'd things difiil. 
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To his Reverend and Invaluable Friend 
Mr.1, F, upon his Husbandry Spis 
ritualized. 


HESTINegcnious Sir, what doI ſee? what now! 
D | K2 Arc you come from the Pulpit to the Plow ? 
18S It (o, then pardon me if I profels 
 ESE.SFY The Plow deſerves to be ſent to the Prefs. 
*Tis not long ſince you went to Sea they ſay, 


| Cotmmpos'd a * Compaſs which directs the way 


And ftcers the courſe to heaven, O bleſt Art ! 


 Andbravely done, that you did that impart 
' To us,who take it kindly at your hand, 


And bleſs the Lord that you are come to Land. 
To be an Husbandman wherein your skill 

With admiration doth your Readers fill. 

One grain will yield increaſe, it's ten times ten, 


When tHWearth's manur'd by ſuch Husbandmen. 


We may expe rich harygſts, and full crops. 
When heavenly dew decendeth in ſuch drops 
Of ſpiritual rain, to water every field 


- That it full heaps of grace to God may yield, 


Iruft adore the wiſdom of that God £2 
That makes men wile, who even from a clod Lanes, 
Ofearth can raiſe ſuch heavenly Meditation 
Unto a pitch of higheſt elevation. 


Befides, I mark the goodneſs of the Lord +4 
Performing unto us his faithful Word, | 
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That all ſhall work. tor good unto the Sainrs' 
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W hich in ſqme meaſure lefſens our complaints. 
For though our Pulpit mercics be grown lels, 
We have {ome gracious helps yet from. the Pres. 
And herein all the world may plainly ce, 
Thet taith{ul ſervants will not 1d!e be. 
We have ſome bricks, although the tiraw be gone. 
Th. Chureh at laſt be of pollifht ſtone, 
W hat evex men or Devils act, or ſay 
Sion at latt'ryill have a glorious day. 

Thc wretched muck-worm that from morn tc night 
Labours as it *twere for an heavenly weight, 
And when he hath got all he can, the moi 
Amounts to little more than a poor curl 
To feed his tired carkaſe, if hinfelf 
Have by his carking got a httle pelt 
Leave it he muſt, to onehe knows not-whom, 
And then muſt come to eternal doom 3 
And hear his poor neg}e&ed wretched foul 
Tell him at laſt that he hath play'd the tool. 
But here he's taught how he before he dyc 
May lay up treaſqre for eternitys 
Wherein he may be rich, yea, much much more 
Than they that do poſſeſs whole Mines of Oar. 
When earth's more worth than heaven, & gold than grace; 
Then let the worldling run his brutiſh race, 
But not before unlels he do intend 
To.mcet with @ul-deſiruction in the end. 

But I muſt leave him, and return again 
To gratulate the Author for his pain. 
And hcre I can't torbear to let my pen 
To tell the world of all the Husbandmen 
That e*re I met, he, he hath hit the vein. 
To tecomp<nlc the Labourers hard pain, | 
And taught him how to get the greateſt gain, © 
Whercin he treads a path not trod before, 
By which indeed his skill appears the more. ... + 
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I might Encomiums —_—_ and true, 

aa yet come very *s his due, 

But I muſt not walk in bran wayes 

For thereby I am ſure I ſhould diſpleaſe 

His pious mind, who doth and freely can 

Give all the praiſe to the great Husbandman. 

Who will his graces in his ſervants own, 

But doth expect himſelf to wear the Crown, 
Farewel ne Sir, I take my leave; and now - 
Will ſay no more but this, God ſpeed the Plow. 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


Intel;ygent Countrey READER, 
H OU haſt here the fruit of PR, of | | 


mM ſpare Hears, 'mhich were thus | 
implcyed, when by #ſad Providence 
1 was thruſt from the Society o' many 
dear Frienad!, into a ſolitary ( oun-, 
erey dwelling. 1 hepe nove will envy 
| me 1heſe innocent delights,which 1 
made out of m ”y 7 lnch walks, whereby the Lord ſweerned 
my ſolttudes there. 'Ti like thou wilt find _” Poſes 
here, that are harmleſly pleaſant ;. yet, 1 aſſure thee, 1] 
know gone that the moſt Cynical Reader can cenſure, 
as bn wo light and win. 1 muſt acknowledge ta the 
x; 0 fon, that 1 have found ſome of thoſe (which! 


| 


myReaders will call the flighteſt and maſt | 
Mo pojedes , meditation ) tobe the Qrdinances for 
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— CC . 


* FWX . " SG Rk 


* 
. % - 1 . «WS 
: _ 


—_——— 


7 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 


j Hor, Sat. 6, 


| ye8, ſuch a degree of comfort, 1 aoprofe(s, to have found 


\ Inſtru&tion, Caution,avd Conlolation to my own ſeal: 


by theſe things, as hath much erdrared the Conntrey life 
to me, and made me much bitter to underſtand: that ſay- 
ing of Horace, than when 1 learn'dit #t School, 


 Noviſtine locum-potiorem rure beato © 
Eſt ubi plys tapeant hyems *- ubi gratior aura ? 
O rus, quando te ad ſpictim? quandoque licebic 


| Ducere ſolicitz jucundacblivio vitz, (z. e.) 

| What life can with the Country life compare ? 
Where breaths the pureſt, and muſt healthful CAir, 

Where undiſtwrb'd, my ſtudies 1 purſue 


' Nunc veterum libris, nuncſomno, 8 inertibus hortis 


And wbin | ſleep, bid all my cares adien, 
And what | have found ſo beneficial ts 73 ſelf, 1 can- 
not but think may be ſo10 others, 1 aſſure thee Reader, 1 
am not fond of any o! thiſe conceptions z and yet 1think, | 
1 may modeſtly enouzh ſay, That tht emptteſt leaf In this 
Book, may ſerve for more and better uſes than a weey di- 
wer fron, when the canſt find leiſurt 10 puruſe it, . 1 know, ' 
| your troubles and cares are many, and though your con | 
dition of life hath many innocent comforts, and 6utwud 
mercies to ſweeten it, yet 1 bellive moſt of yeu have 
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found, that ancient ſaying of Anaxion experimentally 
true, "Exd 11 minghy.T15 yeogyios yAuuys 


| Somebitcer troubles Countrey men do meet, 


| © Thecares of your minds, are commonly no leſs than 
aphoee of your Bodies ; #t concerns yea therefore, 10 


|. Wherewith che Lord doth intermix their, {weer, 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


(weeten what you rannot avoid; and I know no better 
way for that than what i hire directed to, O friends | 
what advantazes have yu, for a ſpiritual life? Why 
may you not have4wo Harveſt s eutry year ? one for you 
Souls, another for your Bodtes ; if - you conld 1hut learn 
to husband your Husbandry, Methinks ſpiritual Medita- 
trons do even put themſelves upon y1u; Hautbanamen of 
old were generally preſumrd to be honeſt and good men ; 
what elſe means that ſaying of Menander , A yoo” 


F 
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Profels thy ſel an Husbandman, 


| | And wicked too ! believe*c that can, 


IWh.t you are, zoaly or wicked not for me (that am a 
ſtranger to moſt of you) to determine z, but if yin are no 
godly, its my deſire and deſign to make you ſo; and 1 could 
not 1hink on a more probable means to accompliſh his ho- 


_ 1 


|ſhould be apleaſare to you, when you come weary cut of the 


__—_ 


evening, and read that Chapter which concerns that par- 
| ticular buſineſs, and refreſh your ſouls even from that 


heavenly,and more time all:wed for ' hr Husbandry, 
[your inward comforts would be mach more, and For Ont- 


civil labonrs and imployments depend upon the pleaſure 
and will of God, (as all that are not Atheifts do acknow: 


— 


worſe,for your endeavonrs to pleaſe him,apon whoſe plea 
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neit deſign, than what 1 have here uſed, Methinks it | 


ficlds from Plow, or any oth:r labeur, to ſit dewn in the | 
which hath wearied your bodies, Where your hearts but |. 


ward gains not ajotleſs; for if the ſacceſs of all your | 


| 


; 


] 


ledge) then certainly, your buſineſs can ſucceed ntwer the] 


ſure it ſointirely depends. 1 have many times lifted up| 
"7 heart to heaven, whilſt theft payers were under my\ 
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a3 TheEpiſtleto the Reader, 


| Th 


for s ſpecial bleſsing 10 accompany themywhen they 


them apon your ſouls, you ſhall enjcy two heavens, one 
here, and another bereafter. - Would not that be ſweet ? 
The Hiſtorian refs us, that AltitiusSerarius was ſowing 
Corn #n the ficld,when Q,Cincinnatus came to him bare 


ſo bRfſs and ſacred theſe labowrs, that many of you will 
be called from holding the Play on earth, to wear the 
| Crownof gley in heaven z which i the ſincere deſire 


| bus 


Your hearty Well-wiſher. 


ben yours, If the Lord accompliſh my deſires by | 
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beaded, with letters from the Senate, fignifying that he | 
was choſen to the Diftatorſhip, 7 hope the Lord will | 


Jo nx Fraveis,| 
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| Tis {6 indeed; thou wouldſi not go thy way 
| ogy one that* 5 diſappointed, and ſo fling 
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Author to the Reader 


Ome you whoſe lilning cars do eyen itch, 
To hear thg way preſcrib'd of growing rich: , 
Fle thew you how to make your Tenements 
Ten thouſand-times more WORp, and yet your rent 
Not rais'd a farthing ; here my Reader ſees, 
A way fo make his dead and barren Trees : ; 
Yield precious fruit, his Sheep though n'ze fo b:d 
Bear golden ſleeces, ſuch ne*re Faſfsn had. 
In every thing your gain ſhall morc than double, 
And all this had with far leſs toyl and trouble, 
Methinks, I hear thee fay this cannot be, 
Fle ne're believe it ; well, read on and lee. 
Reader, hadſi thou but ſenſes excrcis'd - , 
To judge aright ; were ſpiritual things but priz 4 
At their juſt value, thou wouldſt quickly ſay 


The Book afide, Ithought 'twas ſome ſzuch wy 
| Time was when Country Chriſtians did attor 

More hours and pains about God's holy Word 

| Witneſs the man who did moſi;gladly pay 

For ſome few leaves his whatCart load of Hay. 

And time ſhall be when heavenly truth that warms » 
Theheatt. ſhall be preferr'd before your Farms. 

When HOLINESS as facred Scripture tells, 

Shall be engraven on the Horles bells. 

Lord haſten on thoſemuch deſired times : 


And to that purpoſe bleſs theſe rural Rimes. 
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| |provement of the excellent ble{fings of the Miniſtry 3 turn'd 


17 COR. 3.9: 


Te are God's Husbandty. | 


HE. ſcopeand deſign of the following 
Chapters,bcing the ſpiritual improve- 
ment of Husbandry, it will benec{- 

, fary by way of Proem, to acquaint 
the Reader with the Fourndation'and 
general Rules of this Art in the Scri- 
ptures, thereby to procure greater 

reſpect unto, and prevent prejudice 
againſt compolures of this kind. 


troduction to the tollowing Diſcourſe. 


| 


preſs the vain glory and emulation of the Corinthu , who: 
Inſtead of thanktulneſs for, and an huthble and diligent im-* 


all into vain oftentation and emulation, cne preferring Pax!, 


To this end I ſhall entertain the Reader a little while up-] 
jon what this Scripture affagds vs, which will give a fair In» 


The Apoltle's ſcope in the context being to che and re: + 
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and another Apollos, in the mean time depriving theniielves 
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| phas, but ſo many work-men and labourers, imployed by 


| luſtrate the Relation; | 


| nures by the miniſtry of Paſtors and; Teachers. - 


 veral Arguments, amonglt which this is one. 
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of the choice blellings they might have received from them 
both. 

To cure this growing miſchief in the Churches, he checks 
their vanity, and diſcovers the cvil of ſuch praGtiſes 3 by (e- 


Te are God 's Husbandry,- qd. - © 
What are ye, but a held, or plot of ground, to be manured 
and cultivated for God ? and what are Paul, Apollo, and Ce- 


God, the great Husbandman, to plant and water you all ? 

If then, you ſhall glory in ſome, and defpile others, you 
take the ready way to deprive your ſelves of the benictits and 
mercies you might receive from the joint Miniſtry of them 
all. God hath uſed me to.plant you, and Apolls to water you; 
you are obliged to bleſs him tor the Miniſtry of both, and it 
will be your fin if you deſpiſe either. It the work-men be 
diſcouraged in their labours, *tis the 1-1d that loſes and ſuf- 
fers by it 3 ſo that the wozds axe a imilitude, ſerving to il- 


:. tire Churches heve root. 


2. Which God's Miniſters have to the Churches. |. 
+. The relation betwixt God and them, is like that of an 


Husbandman to his ground or tillage. The Greek word fig- 
nifies Gods * Arable, or that plot of ground which God ma- 


It ſerves to illuſtrate the relation that the- Miniſters of 
Chrifi ſuſtain to the Churches, which 1s like that of the Hus- 
bands ſervants to him, and his- fields 3 which excellent no- 
tion. carries in it the perpetual neceſſity of a Goſpel-Miniftry. 
(For what fruit can be expected, where there are' none to 
till the ground?_) As allo the giligence, acgountablenc(s, 
andrewards, which theſe labourers are togiye to, and re- 
ccive from God, the great Husbandman, All runs ifto this, 

That the lite and imployment of an Husbandman, ex- 
cellently ſhadows forth the-relation betwixt God: 
and his Church, and the relative duties betwixt .its 
Miniſters and members, | 
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Or more briefly thus. - ' |. 4 
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The PRO EM, 


The Church is God's Husbandry , about which his| 

Miniſters are imployed. | 
I ſhall not here obſerve my uſual Method, (intending no} 
more but a Preface to the following Diſcourſe _) but only | 
'open the particulars wherein the reſemblance conlilts; and | 
then draw fome Corrolaries from the whole. The hr? I| 

ſhall diſpatch in theſe twenty particulars tollowing, | 
| Thc Husbandfran purchaſes his fields, ant gives a valua- | 
ble con{ideration for them, Fer. 32.9.10. | 
{ So hath God purchaſed his Church with a full valuable 
price, even the precious blood of his own Son, Ad, 20. 28. | 
' Feed the Church of God, which he hath parchaſed, or acquired 
with his own blizod. Odear-vought inheritance, how much 
'doth this beſpeak its worth ? or rather, the high eſteem God 
Hath of it; to pay down blood, and ſuch blood tor it 3 never 
; was any inheritance bought at ſucha rate: every particular 
[ele perſon, and none but ſuch as are comprehcnded in this 
; purchaſe, the re{t ſtill :zemain in the devils right. Sin made 
'a fortciture of all to juſtice, upon which Satan entred and 
took poſlethon, .and as a ftirong man armed, ſtill keeps it in 
'them, Lake 11.21. but upon payment of- this ſui to juſtice, 
the Ele&t ( who only are Intended in this purchaſe) pals over 
,into God's right and propriety , and now are neither Sa- 
tans, As 26.18, nor thcir own, 1 Cor. 6.19. but the Lord's | 
tpeculiar, + Pet.2.6. Ang to ſhew how much they are his 
'own, you have two poſſeſives in one verle, Cant. 8. 12. 'My 
vineyard, which is mine ts before me. Mine, which is mine. 
| Husbandman divide and ſeparate their own Lands fxpm 
other tens, they have their Land-marks and boundaries, by 
which propriety is preſcrved, Dext. 27.17. Prov.22.28, 

So are the people of God 'wondertully ſeparated, and di- 
{tinguiſhe from all the pcop!le of the earth , Pſa. 4:3. The 
| Lord bath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf, and the Lord 
knoweth who are bis, 2 Tim. 2, 19. It is a ſpecial act of grace, |. , 
to be incloſed by God oat of the waſte howling wildernels ot! 
the world, Dext. 33. 16, This God did intentionally, in the 
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| |cbeir andHcaion and adoption. 44772 - 9-8, 
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3+ Prop. | Corn fields are c2refully fenced by the Husbandman with] * 
| hedges and ditches, to preferve their fruics from beaſts thar 
| would otherwiſe over-run and deſtroy them Non minus 
ot virtus quam quercre parta tueri. It is as good Husbandry to; 
keep whit we have, as.to acquire more than we had. - | 
Rediit. My well- beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill,and he 
| fenced 3t, I(a.5.1,2. No inheritance 15 better defended and 
ſe:ured, than the Lords inheritance, Pſal.a25. 2. As the 
mountains are round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lordis round about | 
his people. So careful is he tor their fafety, that be createth apo 
every dwelling place of mount Sion, and 1pom her aſſemblies, a 
c'ond aud ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night; 
for #p23n all the glory ſhall be a defence. 112.4. 5. Not a particular 
Saint, but is hedged about and jncloſcd in arms of power and 
love. Fob.1.10. Then haſt made a hedge about him. The Devil 
fain would, but by his own conteſſjon could not, break over 
that hedge totouch Fob. til! Gods permiflion mage a gap for 
him : Yea, he not only makes an hedge, but a wall abour| - 
them, and that of ire, Zech.2.5. Sets a guard of Angels toen-P | 
camp round about them that fear him, Pſal. 34-7. and willnot| * 
truit them with aſingle guard of Angels neither, though 
their power be great, and love to the Saints as great 3 but. 
watches over them himſclt alſo, Iz 27.2,3. Sing ye unto ber, a 
vineyard of red wine, I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every 
| moment 3 leſt any hurt it, I will keep it night and day, | 
U 14. 7rop. 'Husbandmen carry out their Compoſt 3 to tertilize their 
| arable ground, they dung it, dreſs it, and keep it in heart; 
and in theſe Weſtern parts arc at great charges to bring lime, 
and ſalt water ſand to quicken their thin and cold ſoy]. 
Roddit Lord, let it alone this year alſo till T ſhall dig about it and dun 
[1 : it and if it bear fruit well, if not, cut it down, Luke 13.8. 
_ © Othe rich drelling which God beſtows upon his Churches ! 
| they are coſily fields indeed, dreſt and fertilized, not only by 
| precious Ordinances and Providences, but alſo by the ſweat, 
| [Lockier in Co. | yea, bloud of che diſpenſers of them. © You Loxdoners (faith 
ol pr 552% | * Mr. Lockier) are trees watered choicely indeed 5 ,/th 
BR >. **ried of the Palm-tree, that at its firſt tranſplantg*nro. 
"i." IO j*Þohy, *twas watered with wine, I cannot ſay (lanhhe) that] | 
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# them, Rev.21.3. And Theard a great voice out of heaven, ſay- 
ing, Behold the tabernacte of God is with men , and be will dwell| 
with them, and be their God. Acr.ce the Aſſemblies are calked; | 


| 
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« humbly and truly ſay. that if our choiceſt ſtrength and 
« ſpirits may be named' inſtead of water, wine z or if the 
® bletfing which hath gone along with theſe waters, at any 
« time, hath turned them into wine, in vigour upon your 
< ſouls; then hath God by me, watered your roots with 
* WINC. | 

The Husbandmin builds his houſe, wher2 he makes his 
purchaſe*dwells npon his Land, and frequently viſits it 3 he 
knows, that ſuch as diyell tar trom their Lands, are not far 
from loſs. 

So doth God 3 where-eacr he plants a Church there doth 


* you have been fo watered by me, I dare not ; but this I can 


he fix his habitation, intending thre to dwell , Pſa. 46. 5. | 
God is inthe mid(t of her, ſhe (hall nor be moved. Thus God 


Levit.26.11,12. And Twill ſet my tabernacle amongſt you; 


iS again renew'd to his Churches of the New Teſtament, 
2 Cor. 6.16, And when the Churches ſhall be in - their 
grea eſt flouriſh, and purity, then ſhall there be the tulleft and: 
molt glorious manifeftation of the divine preſence among 


the places of his fzet—- And there they behold the beaty of 
the Lord, Pſal.27. Ve: 
Husbandmcn grudge not at the coſt they are at for their 
tillagez but as they lay out vaſt ſums upon it, fo, they do it 
cheerfully, 

And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, aud men of Juda, 


been done more to my vineyard, that T have not done in it * And 
as he beſt »ws upon his heritage, the choiceſt mercies, ſo he 
doth it with the greateſt cheerfulneſs 3 for he faith, Fer-32. 


plans ahem in this Land aſſuredly, with my whole hears and with 
my whole ſoul. It is not the giving out of mercy (faith one) 


came to dwell u pon his own Fee and Inheritance, in Fudea | 


and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people. Which promiſe} 


Judge I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard , what could have} - 


41» I will rejoyce over them, to do them good; -and T will] . 
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that grieveth God , but tha recalling of his mercies back 
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7. Prop. 
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| again upon him by the creatures ingxatitude. . 4 
When Husbandmen have been at colt and pains about 


Husbandmen, that they might receive the fruit of it. 


many weary daycs, to ce a good increaſe, 


| 


| ” 


| 


formances, (weeter to him than any Ambroſia thus he tceds | 


The Husbandman 1s exceeding]y gricved, when he ſees 


| So the Lord cxpreſſcs his grief for, and anger againſt his | 


p diſappuinted, and his he!ds prove bar- | 


; in the gardens, and he gathers lillies when he tranſlates good | 


| foals into his Kingdom above For the Lord taketh pleaſure in | 
By by ducut, rap. [is Saints, and will beantifie the meek with ſalvation. 
—S. | 
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,pcople, when they bring forth no fruits, or wjjde fruits, | 
worle than none, Hoſ-9.16. Epbrajm is ſmitten, 'their root is | 
dryed up. Chritt was exceedingly diſpleaſed with the tig-tree, * 


theſe, Ie bave laboured in vain, wehdue ſpent our ſtreng 
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Husbandry, they expcc fruit from it , anſwerable to their 
pains and expences about it : Behold (faith Fames, the Hus - | 
bandman waitcth for the precious fruits of the earth, ]Jam.5 7. | 
And he looked that it ſhould bring forth fruit, Ifa,5.2. This | 
heavenly Husbandman waits for the fruits of his ticlds allo 3 
never did any Husbandman long for the deſircd Harvet;, | 
more than God doth for the truits of holineſs from his Saints; | 
great are the expectations of God from his people : And |: 
when the time of the fruit drew near, he ſent his ſervants to the | 


Husbandman are much delighted, to ce the ſucceſs of 
thcir labours, it comforts them over all their hard pains, and 


Much more 15 God delighted, 1n beholding the flouriſhing | 
graces of his pcople z it pleaſes him to ſge his plants laden 
| with fruit, and his valleys fing, with corn, Cant. 6.2, My * 
beloved is gone down into bis garden, into bis beds of ſpices, to feed © 
in the gardens, and to gather lilleyr., Theſe beds of fpices (ſay | 

Expolitors) are the particular Churches, the "companies of 
Believers; he goes to feed in thele gardens, like as men po | 
' to their gardens to. make merry, or to gather fruit 5 Cant. 

; 4+ 16. He eats his pleaſant fruit, via. His peoples holy per- 
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| lifts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the pcrfefting of the 


' [place this title of ſervant among their honourary | titles. 


+ | as the Miniſters of Chriſt ; they are workers together with 


+ | his poor ſervants in the work of the Miniſtry. 


{© | vants in the ficld, is toyllom and- ſpending. You ſee they 


| work of Chriſt be was ſich, aud nigh unto death 3 nct regarding 
| Col-1, z!t, 15 very emphatical, Wherexnto I alſo labour , ftriv- 


28g according to bis working \ which worketh-in me mightily. The 
; | word fignihg, ſuch ſpending labour as puts a man into an 


| cometh ſhall find ſo doing. 


I! FRyAnes labour, is for the improvement of his Land, to make 
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Husbandmen imploy many labourers to work in their 
| fizlds, there is need of many hands for fuch a multiplicity of 


buſineſs. | : 
God hath diverſity of workmen allo in the Churches, 


\'| whom he ſends forth to labour in+his ſpiritual hclds, Eph. 


| 4. 12. He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, and ſome Evange- 


Saints -for the work of the Miniſtry. Amos 3. 7. Thave (ent 
[my ſervarts | the Prophets. *Tis uſual with the Apoſtles to 


though a prophane mouth once called it, Proboſum artifici- 
um, afordid artitice. Chritt hath ſtampt a great deal of 
dignity upon his Miniſters, in retaining them tor the near- 
ct ſervice to himſelf, 1 Cor.4.1. Let a man fo account of us, 


God : the Huzbandman works in the field among, his labou- 
'rers, and the great God di{daineth not to work in and with' 


The work about- which Husbandmen imploy their fer-| 11. Prop. 


come home at night as weary as they can draw their legs at- 
ter-them. 

But Gods workmen have a much harder task than they. 
' Hence they are ſet forth in Scripture by the laborious ox, 
1 Cor.9 9. Rev.4 7. Some derive the word * Deacon from a 
word that lignifhcs dufi, to ſhew the laboriouſneſs of their 
imployment , labouring till even choaked with duft and 
ſweat. *Tis ſaid of Epaphroditus , Phil. 2.13. That far the, 
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his life to ſupply the lack of ſervice. The Apoſtles expretlion, 
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Redait. | The ſcope and end of the Miniſtry is for the Ch:,z;hes be- | 
nefit and advantage. They muſt not lord it over God's he-' 
ritage, as it the Church were for them, and-not they for the. 
Church 3 nor (crve themſelves of it, but be the Churches 
| ſervants for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor.4.6, the power they have recei- 
ved being tor edification, and not for deſtruction, 2 Coy.10.8, 
Chriſt have given-them to the Churches, their gifts, their 
time, their firength, and all their Miniſterial talents are not 
their own, but the Churches ſtock 2nd treaſure. 
13. Prop. The workmen that labour in the fields, are accoun'able for : 
6 their work to him that imploy'd them. = 
Reddit. Church- Officers are allo accountable to God for all the 
ſouls committed to them. They are Stewards of thy Myfte- 
ries of God, 1 Coy.4.1. and Stewards are accountable. We 
watch for your ſouls (faith the Apoſtle) as thy that muſt give an 
account, Heb. 13. 7. If theſe (ſervants bz unfaithful in their 
'work and truſt, the blood of ſouls ſhall be required at their 
ft hands, Ezek.3.17,18. which are fulmina, non virba (faith 
Eraſmus) thunder-bolts, rather than words. The guilt of 
—_ is the greateſt guilt z and of all blood, the blood of 
ouls. 
14, Prop. Thoſe that ſpend their time and ftrength all their dayes, 
| in manuring, and plowing the ficlds, do maintain themſelves 
; and their families by their labours ; their hands are ſufhcient 
| for themſelves and theirs. 
Reddit. Even ſo hath G14 ordained, that they which preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor.19 14. The workman # worthy of 
bis mext, Mat.10.10. *Tis a fad thing, it thoſe who break 
the bread of life to ſouls, ſhould be fuffered to want bread 
themſelves. God would not have the mouth of the ox muz- 
led that treads out the corn,but have hberty to eat, as well as 
work: Yet, it any pretender to the Miniltry be like the 
heifer'that loves to tread out the corn, (3. e.) cares to do no 
work, but ſach as brings ip prefent pay 3 he therein ſufficient- 
ly diſcovers his beaſt-like diſpoſition.  Minilters muſt be 
T, faithful in their Maſters work, and if tmen do not, God will 
i reward them. For, Heis ot anrighteous to forget their work, 
' and I. bour of love, Heb.6.10. | . 
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' | heavy heart did Pax! go off from his work at 


{been well husbanded, and dreſi by a skilful and diligenat' 
|Husbandmanz and thoſe that have been long out of husband- 


| without, farther enquiry, that a good Husband lives there. . 


[bleſt with a faichful painful Miniftry, and ſuch as have none, 


{ clies of Corinth and Theſſalonica, where Paul and other holy 
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put off from their labours by ſtormy weather , which drives 
them out of the fields, and makes them ler. all lyc\ ill it 

cleer up again yet, meanwhile, they are not idle, but im-| 
ploy themſelves in home work. 

Evcn ſo 1n God's Husbandry, 'tis an unſpeakable afliction 
to God's workmen to: be rendred-uſelels and uuſcrviceable | 
to the Churches, by. thoſe Rorms of trouble, which drive | 
them from their publick Miniſterial work. With, what a 
Epheſus, Act.20 
It ſpends a Miniter to preach, but more to be lilent. :*Tis a | 
loud ſpeaking judgment, when God ſhall ſay to them as to 
Ezekjel, Son of .man, Iwili make thy tongue cleave to the roof of 
thy mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb, Et 2.26 Such filencing 
| providences. ſpeaking thundring language to gracious hearts; 
yet even then, the keepers of the vineyard have a private 
vineyard of their own to look after, they have much home 
work when no out-work. | 

- There is a vaſt difference betwixt thoſe fields which have 


ry. How fragant is the one ! how dry and barren the other ? 
When you paſs. by a field well dreſſed and fenced, every 
thing proſperous . and. in exquiſite order ,. you may. know 


-\ Fhus tands the caſe betwixt thoſe places which God hath 


or worſe than none; For as the Husbandmans coſt and pains ! 
appears in the verdant, and fragrant hew of his fields; fo a 
Miniſters pains and'diligence is (ordinagily) ſeen in the hea- 
venly lives, and flouriſhing graces of. the people. The Chur- 


inſtruments ſpent much of their time and pains became f4- 
mous and flouriſhing Churches, 2 Cor. 9. 2. A ſpecial blef- 
ling comes along with a godly Miniſter , to the place where 
| 0x providence afligns' hic. Such places like Gideon's 
©, haye;the dew of: heaven lying 6n them, 'whiles others | 
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| 1x7. Prop. | The Husbandman1s not diſcouraged, though the ſeed']ye | 
long under the clods, he knows 3t will ſpring up at laſt, and 
reward him, or thoſe that come after bir, for their pains 
| and patience in waitingf#or it. Ty 
Miaiſters ſhould not be .preſently diſcoutaged in thei 
work; becaulc they ſee but little or no appearance, of all che 
ſecdthey have ſown among the: people. The ſervant f the 
Lord muſt be patient toreards all, waiting if at any time God will 
give them vepentance, 2 Tign« 24+25.. And 1t it never ſpring 
ap in his time, it may .after-:his: death; 2nd if ſo'; -he ſhall 
not.fail of his reward, Fob. 4. 36, 37. And hethat reapeth, 
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruts unto life eterual, that hoth he 
{bat foweth; and be thatreapeth may rejoyce together \ and berein 
: i thatſaying true, one ſowath,. \an# another reapets. Though 
; Minxtters dye, yet their words hve ; yea, their words take 
{ hold of men when they arc in the duft, Zech 1.6. 
18, Prop. | Husbandmen tind low ground and vallcys, moſt fertile, 
Hill? how loftily ſoever, they over:top the lower grounds, 
yet anſwer not the Husbandmans. pains, as the vallcys-do, 
| Theſe are beſt watered and ſecured trom the tcorching heat 
' of the Sun. 
- Reddit. | Expevicnce ſhews us, that the humbleſt Saints are mo 
* | fruitful under the Goſpel. Theſt are they that receive with | 
"Y meekyiſs the ingraffed word, Jam. 1. 21. whoſe influences 
4 abide mn them, as the rain dothin the low valleys, -Happy is 
that Miniſter, whoſe lot falls in ſuch a pleaſant valley. Bleſ- | 
| ſed are they that ſow beſide all ſuch waters, that ſend for thither 
| the fect,of the ox and the aſs, 11.32.20. Among thele valleys 
[run the pleaſant ſprings, and purling brooks, which ferti- 
; l1ze the neighbouring ground. Heavenly Ordinances there, 
| leave fruitful influences. 
The firſt : Crop . is uſually the beſt 3 and 'the tonger the | 
'Husbandman tilks his ground, the leſs it produces. Aﬀer-a 
few years its vigour and ſtrength is ſpent. | 
Ti! | Reddit. | The tixft entertainmerit of the Goſpel is commonly the 
Wile. - (bed z. and what good is done by the Miniſtry, is often-done | | 
| at its firfientrance- New things are pretey, andvery-taking. 
| Fobn at firſt was io the Jews a huraing and a ſhining light, and 


— 


MJ 
RD 
BD 
> 


19: Prop. 


, 


- aw md - 


a « uf n=  - "2-0 


T 


—_— 


"The PRO ZE. 


emma nn ES 


bleſſedneſs ye ſſake of ? 


he plucks up the hedges, and layes it walte. 
Fw as walte ground, to be over-run by their enemies, 


become'of thoſe once tamous and flouriſhing Churches of 
Aſia? Are they not laid waſte, and trodden down by inh- 


tell you what T will do to my vineyard , I will pull up the peage 
'thereof, and it ſhall be laid waſte, Iſa.5.5, 

Thus you fee the Allegory opened in its particulars : from 
the whole ; Iſhall preſent you with theſe five enſuing Cor- 


| 
| y The Firſt Corrolary. 
| How great they are the dignitics and priviledges of the Chyer- 
bes f Feſwes Chriſt, whom he hath appropriated tobimſuf,above 
all tbe people of the earth, to be bis peculiar inheritance? The reſi 
of the world is a waſte wildernels; all other places, how plea; 
ſant {qever, in reſpe& of their natural amenity and delights,] 
' aretruly enough called, the dark places of the. earth 3.dif 
/ mal, ſolitary cells, where Zizm and Tim, Bitterns, Cormorants., 
and every dolefulcreature dwells. But the Church is the Pa-! 
radiſe of the earth , « garden excloſes, Cant. 4.12. in whoſe 
| hedges the Goſpe-birds Firp and ſing meladioufly, Cant; 
/2. 12. Its beds, are beds of ſpices, Cant. 6+ 2. and , betwixt 
its pleaſant bapks , a.Chriftal River,of Uving water runs, 
(Rev32:2. the ſtreams worreer rrake gladthe City of Gog 3 
| - GI 
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they were willing | for a ſeaſon! to rejrycein bis Jight, Joh-5,35 

Paul was highly valued among the Galatians at firſt ; ſuch! 
was their zeal, that they could have pluckt out th;ir eyes and} 
have given themt6 him) z but how quickly did this full tide 
ebb again ? for he complains, Gal. 4.15. Where then is the 


M7 


\ Laſtly, When ficlds proye - þarren, and will not quit the 
Husbandmans coſt, nor anſwer the ſeed he ſows in them, 


So when Churches grow formgl and fruitleſs, the. Lord 
removes his Goſpel-preſence from them ; plucks up the! 
hedge of his protection from about them, and.-layes ther 


(1.7.12. Go to Shiloh, and ſee what I did unto it. What is 


(dels? And now goto (faith the great Husbandman ) Twill| 


| 


1. Corrolary. 


he _ w — id 
- py - . 


_ 


_ 4 
* — 
PY 


of? | 

_ : © —- td La, Wo Z 4 ” h 

P - 4 \ "a : ” 
''P | y* wh £ | » ” 4 
KF! ». , -I'2 . ; : 
\F | 
| | 
: 


— 


in the midſt thereof the Lord himſelf delights to walk. OO} * 
Sion 1 with what 'plcaſures doſt thou abound'! If Bernard| | 
were (o raviſhed with the delights of his Monaftery, becauſe of, | 
its green banks, and ſhady bowers, and herbs, and trees, and | 
yarious objects to feed His eyes,and fragrant (mells, and ſweet 
and various tunes.of birds, together with the opportunities 
of devout contemplation., that he cryed out admiringly, 
Lord ! what delights doft thou provide, cven for the poor ! How 
| much more ſhould we be raviſhed with $3oz's glory? for 
l +... _» | beautiful for ſcitwation, 5 mount Zion, Of whom it may much| + 
| Speeds Chron.7 more truly be ſaid, what a Chronickler of our own once ſaid} * 

of England, that it is the fortunate Iſland* the Paradice of] | 
Pleaſure, the.Garden of God, whole valleys are like Edey,| | 
whoſe hillsare as Lebaxon,whoſe ſprings are as Piſgah, whoſe 
| Rivers are as Fordan, whoſe wall is the Ocean, and whole de- 
| fence is the Lord Fehovah. Happy ars thou, O Iſrael, who is| 
| like,unto thee? Who can count the priviledges wherewith 
Chriſt hath inveſted his Churches ? © let it never ſeem a 
light thing in our eyes, that we grow within his bleſſed in- 
clofure.. How {weet a promile 15 that, Exed. 19.5. Te ſhall | 
be to me a-peculiar treaſure. above all people ; for all the earthis | © 
MNne. | 
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The” Second Corrolary. 


' Hence it follows, That ſpiritual: barrenneſs isa great re-| | 
proach and ſhame to Chriſtians, . Shall God's Husbandry, 
which is ſo planted, watered, fenced, hlled with favours and 
\ rnercies, be hike the barren heath in the deſert ? Surely it | © 
ſhould be ſaid'of mo ſoul that grows here, as the Hiſtorian| 
faithof Spain, that there 1s nibil infruduoſum , nibil terile ; | / 
nothing barren.or umfruitful in it.- God's vineyard is plant-}- | 
edin a very fruitful hill, Iſa. 5. 1. And. ſurely they that are. 
| planted in the houſe of the Lord, fpould flouriſh in the Ccurt of oxr | 
God 3 they ſhould bring forth fruit, even in old age, ro ſhew that | * 
; F God i upright , Pal. 92: 13, 14. They are created in 'Chriſt 
Wk  * | Feſwmunwo food workg,yvbich Gol bath erdained they ſhould-walk, 
| 7 LD _ (+ Ep-3-10- They are married nnto Chriſt, that they might |. 
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| faotſteps of Gud in the creatures 3' but the face of God is only: 
| to be (een in his Ordinances.” Hence Pſal. 27. 4+ David long'd 
| for the Temple, that he might ſee the beauty of the Lord. Now; | 


' | the works of Creation, you ſee one attribute manifeltced in one 


fit and heaven for as the Church is called heaven, Mat.25-1. 
fo its deſcription is like that of heaven, Heb. 12.22, 23. Tow |. 


The PROEM. © 


bring forth fruit to God, Rom.7.4. An empty branch is a diſ- 
i honour to the root.that bears it, a barren field to the Hus- 
bandman that owns it 3 God cannot endure that in his fields, 
which he ſuffers in the wilderneſs. Ea | 


? 


. The'T bird Corrolary, - 


If the Church be God's Husbandry, then there is ſuch a 
ſpecial gracious preſence of the Lord in his Churches, as is 
not to be found in all the world beſide. Where may you 
expect to find the Husbandman, but in his own fields? thete 


may we expcd to fifid God , but in the Aﬀemblics of his 
Saints? He walks amongſt the _ Candleftichs. Rev. 2.1. I 
-will walk among you (faitt-he) and be your God, 2 Cor 6. 
16, Upon this account the Church is called Fehovab $ha- 
mh, the Lord is there, Ezch, 48. «lt.» You may ce. the 


what is beauty, but a:ſymetry and proportion of parts ? 'In. 


thing, and another, in another thing 3 but in the Sandnary. 
you may ſee beauty, eyen in all the attributes of God: dit-; 
played there : And indeed, we find in Scripture ſuch aftpn-. 


that 1n reading them, a man can ſee |'ttle difference betwixt 


are come t0 the heavenly. Jeruſalem, and 40.an innumerable.com- | 
pany of Angels, &c. And Rev.4.22. They ſhall ſce bis face, 
and his name ſhall be written in their foreheadr. And v24. The | 
Saints are repreſented, ſtanding nearer to the throne of God, than 
#he Angels themſelves. Hence allo Ordinances. are called Gal- 
leries, mn which both Saints and. Angels walk, beholdipg the 
plory of him that fus'upon the throne, Zerb 3.7: If youll 


lyes his buſineſs, and there he delights to be. And where | 
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i(hing expreſhons about the viſions of God in his Church, | 


keep mywayes, 1 will give you-Galleries t0 welk it, among them 
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{judgment and experience in ſoul zffairsz for theſe are the]. 


The Fourth Corrolary. 


If the Cherch be God's Husbandry, then thoſe that be 
imployed in Miniſterial work, ought to be men of great 


labourers whom God , the myſtical Husbandman imploys| 
and entrufſts about his ſpiritual Hasbandry. Should Husband-| 
men imploy ignorant perſons, that neither underſtand the| 
rules, nor propet ſeaſons of Husbandry ; how much would], 


| 


ſuch-workmen darnnifie and'prejudice him ? he will not im- 
*ploy ſuch to weed his fields, as know not wheat fromtares 3 
'or toprune his trees, that think Midſummer as fit tor that|, 
work as December ; muchlels will God. Hequalihes all tha 
he ſends, with wiſdom for their work, His workmen 
themſelves workmen indeed, ſuch as need not be aſhamed, ri 


ly 
dividing the word of trath, 2 Tim-2.15- As Bezaletl chag, s ; 
with wiſdom, betore he was imployed in Tabernacley, 

work, ſo Chriſt inſtructs his ſervants, with skill and infighty, 
before they are imployed in Minifterial-work, He give 
them a mouth and wiſdom, Lake 21.15. indues them. with 
power from on high : as Chriſt was filled abundantly with 
the Spizit.for his work, fo according ro proportion, are. thole 
that areſent by him, Foh.20.21,22. As my Father hath ſent 
-mefo ſend T you. Andas for thoſe that run before they are! 
ſent, and underſtand not the Myſteries of the Goſpel, Ithall|: 
{ay no more of them , but this 3 Father, forgive tbers, for they. 


know not what they do. 
I's | s: 
*., The Fifth Corrolary. 


Toconclude, -If the Church be-God's Husbandry, that), 
1s, it Husbandry have ſo many reſemblances of Gods: works|: 
about the Church in it 3 then how inexcuſable s- the igno-|, 
ranceof Hugbandmen, in the things of God, 'who 'betides|} 
theword-of the Goſpel, have the teachings of the Crextares 3| 
and can hardly turn their hands-tq arly, part -of -their\wark,| 


but the Spirit hints one ſpiritual uſe or other from it-to _ 


—— PE "x"... . — ————_—_—LCL—_o__— -, cat c oc @4...aA- "_ A —_— I" 
nh S res emcee —_ -_ —_ 
4 , 


The PROEM 


| ſouls ? How do the Scriptures abound with Parables, and 
{lively fimilitudes taken from Husbandry? from the field, 


ſimilitudes alſo from planting, grathng, and pruning of trees; 
and not a few from the ordering of Cattel, So that, to 
1 what buſineſs ſo ever you turn your hands, in any part of 
| your calling, ſtill God meets you, with one heavenly in- 
{ ſtruction or other. But alas ! How few are ableto umprove 
| their civil imployments to ſuch excellent ends? Theſe things 
| are but briefly hinted in the Scriptures, and thoſe hints ſcat- 
tered up and down, that they know not where to find them; 


chem, as it is neceſſary they ſhould be, in order to their -due 
improvement, by Meditation. | 

+} And therefore I judged it neceſſary to colle& and prepare 
| them for your uſe ; and in this manner to preſent them to 
+] you, as you find them in the following Chapters. Read, con- 
| fider, and apply 3 and the Lord make you good Husbands for 
your own fouls. ? 


| 


—— 


the ſced, the plow, the barn, from threſhing and. wianowing; | 


(l and if they could, yet would it be difficult fo to methodize | 
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THE 


FIRST PART | |! 


[HUSBANDRY 
(230 Spiritualized, 7 


T7 —__ 


' | Tethelaborious Huebaridman Jou fee,” luporhein- 
' | - Whatall true Chriflians are, or ought to be fy of ch 
| | ithrs -odeet:. 


Husbandman: Þ - 
wh OBSERVATION, , 
"YH E. imploymeutot the Husbandman: is by- alt] 
. .. acknowledged, . to. bs very: laborious 3 * theie| 
ts a multiplicity of buſineſs incumbent onl. 
him. Theend of one work, is but the beginiag, 
of another. Every feaſonofithe year brings its proper worky 
/with.it't: Sometimes you tind him in his Fields, drefingth - 
. Plowing;ſowiog, hatrowing, weeding; or reapi ; 2nd ſomes} + Oo 
1 times in + his Bazr., theeſhjng , or -winnowing- ſome} 7 
* OYLLEST ON. eine >, 


__— 


Husbandry: Spiritualizgd, Or, 


: 
: 


| et mes in his Orchard, planting, grafhng, or pruning his trees;' 
and ſometimes among his Cattel: ſo that he hath no time 
to be idle. And as he hath' a multiplicity" of buſineſs, o' 
every part of it is full of toyl, and ſpending labour ; He! 
eats not the bread of idleneſs, but earns it betore he cats it ;, 
"| and as it were} dips it in his own ſweat, whereby it becomes|+ - 
. | the (weeter to him. Though fin brought in the Husband- | 
mans ſweat, Gen.3.19: yet. now not to ſweat would increaſe | 
{ his ſin, Ezekc 16. 49. | 


APPLICATION. | 


Ehold here the life of a ſerious Chriſtian, ſhadowedHorth 
KL to the life. As the life of a Husbandman, fo the life of a| 
| {Chriſtian is no idle, or caſie life. They that take up Reli- 
gion for ofteutation, and not for an occupation 3 and thoſe 
' that place the buſineſs of it in notions, and idle ſgeeulations, 
"| in forms, geſtures. and ext@nalobſeryances, may think, and 
call it.ſo : but ſach as devote themſelves unto.it, and make] 
[Religion their buſineſs, will find it.no eaſie'work, to exerciſe 
themſelves to godlineſs. Many there are, thatafſe&the' re- 
 putation and ſweet of it, who.cannot endure the labour, and 
| ſweat of it. It men might be-indulged to divide their hearts| * 
betwixt God and the World, or to cyll-out the cheap 'and | / 
eafie duties of it, and negle& the more difficult and coſtly 
| ones; it were an eaſic thing to. be, a:Chriſtian ; but ſurely to | | 
have reſpe& to all-God's commandments, to live the life, as 1 
wellas ſpeak, the language of a Chriſtian ; to be holggin al} 
| manner of converſation. 15 not ſo eafie.. This wi I- 
dent, by comparing the lite ofa Chriſtian, with the life of 
a Husbandman, in theſe five particulars.; Wherein it will 
\ appear that'thgwork of a Chriſtian, is by much the hardeſt 
' work of the two. | 
The Husbandman hath much to do, many things to look | 
aſter z but the Chriſtian more :: If we reſpe& the extenſive-! 
neſs of his work, he hath a large field indeed to labourn. in;F 
| Pſal.119. 96. The commandmeng # exceeding broad, of a valt } 
þ extent and latitude, comprizing not only. a multitude 
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[i [eo purpoſe, Under the Lawy&0d rejeQed the Snail and the 


| | from them the ſhells and ſhadows of duties 3. not the skin, 


TY 


[work but not like the Chriſtans. * What Azgyſtzs (aid ot 


4. tt _—_— 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


ternal a&s,and duties, and guiding the Offices of the outward 
' man about them, hut alſo taking in every thought and mof- 
' on of the inner man within its compals. 

| You find in the Word, 2 world of york cut out for Chri- 
; ſtians 3 there's hearing work, praying work reading, re li- 
'tating, and (e)F-examining workz it puts himaſo upqn a.con- 


+ - ſtant wa'ch overall the corruptions of his heart. Oh, wht] 


a world of work hatha Chriſtian about them ? For of them 
he may ſay, as the Hiſtorzan doth of Hannibal They are never 
{ quict, whether conquering, or conquered. How many week | 
Janguiſhing graces hath he to recover, improve, and [treng- 
'then? There is a weak faith, a languiſhing love, dull and 
faint deſires to be quickned, and invigorated. And when all 


this is done, what a multitude of work do his ſeveral relations | * 


| cxaQfrom him ? he hath a world of bufinels incumbent on 
; him, as a parent,*child, husband, wife, maſter, ſervant, or 
friend 3 yea, not on]y to friends, but enemies. And beſide all. 
this, how many difhcult _ gpe there to be born and ſat- 
f red for Chrilt? and yet will not God allow his peop'e in 
the neglect of any one of them : neither can he be a Chrittian 
thathath not reſpe& to every command, and is not holy, in 
one of theſe duties, like the feveral ſpokes ina wheel come 
to beaxin the whole round of a Chriſtians conver{ution:: 
's that he hath more work upon his hands than the Hul- 
ndraan, | 
The: Husbandman's work: is confeſſed to be Spending 


the 
velt 


oman, is vcrificd in the true Chriſtian, Duicquid 
pult. Whatloever he doth in Religion, he doth 


Aſs, Levit, 11-30. Exod. 13, 13- And under the Goſpel, 
he allows no fluggiſh lazy Profeſſor, 1 Bm. 5. 11, 13: 
Sleepy duties are utterly unſuitable to the_living God z he 
will have the very ſpirits diſtilled and offered up to him in 


ry-ſubRance and kernel of mercies , and will not accept 


all manner of converſation, Pſal. 119. 6. 2. Pet. 3. 11. cyery | 


[ 
every duty, Foh. 4. 24. hc beſtows upon his people, the ve- | 
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Husbandry ſpiritualizeds Or, \ 
1 but the inwards, and the fat that covercth the inwards, was 
{| required under the Law, Exod, 2930. And every facritice 
'| under the Goſpel, muſt be ſacrificinm medullatum, a ſacrifice 
full of marrow 3; obſerve the manner in which their work is 
to be performed. 
- *.- gar enegd in ſerving God, fervent in ſpirit, or hifling 
| hot. : ho 
2 Pet. 1; 10. inſecuring ſalvation, diligent z or doing it 
throughly, and mow . 
2T Tim-4.7. in lineſs, exercifing, or ſtripping them- 
NURS '| ſelves; as for a race. . | woe £6. 
NS! | *  Licke 13-24. in thepurſuit of happineſs, ſtriving , 'even 
age” 2. '| to an agony. 
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— 


es. 


> = 


| . * A4.26.7. in prayer, ſerving God inſtantly; or in a 
WF . | | frerch&d-out manner 3 yea, pouring out their hearts before 
4188 \ him, Pſal:62.8. as if the body were left like a dead corps 
"Raf | | upon the knees,. whilſt the ſpirit is departed from it,” and 

| aſcended to God. ' This isthe manner of his work : judge 
| then how much hardet this work is, than to ſpend the fiveat 
| f of the brow in manual labour. 
| | The Husbandman finds his work as heleft it, he can begin 
one Uay, where he left the other 3 but it is not {o with the 
oY \ Chriſtian, a bad heart, and a buſie devil, diforderand ſpoyl 
«| [his work eyery day. The Chriſtian finds not his heart in the: 
f + [morning a$he left it at night ; 'and even when he is about 
= % | his work, how many ſct-backs doth he meet with ? Satan 
|  tands at his right hand \ che working hand) toreſiſt him, 
 Zeth,3,1. when he would do good, evil (the cvil of his own 
_ ſheartand nataxe)) is preſent with him. FL _ 
4« *'| TheHusbandiman hath ſome reſting dayes, when hethrows 
| afide all his work, and takes his ,xecreation; but the Chris 
| "| ian hath_no.xefting day, «ill his dying day ; and then 
ſhall reſt fromhis labours. Religion allows no. idle dayes 
} but requires him to be alwayes abounding in the workof the Loyd 
x Cer.15.58. When one duty is done, another calls for him 
[the Lord's day is a day of reſtto the Hudbandman 3. but 
|Sayin the week 6 Uborious 1 the Civilian. O "tis 
-pfrading day to hirfi, When he hath gathered in'the trop! 
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[the very fire , and yet 15 the Chriſtians work-haxder than 
[mine ? Surely then, I never yet underſtood. rhe work of 


"AELEETY 


al 
my work is ended, I have nothing to do, without doors, Xl 
within ? | - I 

Laſtly, There is a time when the labour of the Husband; 
man 18. ended 3. old age and weaknels takes him off from all 
imployment z they can only look upon their labourers , but 
cannot-do a ſtroke of work themſelves 3 they can tell yo 
what they did in their younger years, but now (lay they) we 
mult leave it to younger people; we cannot be youngalways, 


; 


Religions yea, the longer he lives, the more his Maſter ex- 
pes from him. When he's full of dayes, God expedts he 
(hould be full of fruits, Pſal. 9. 14. They ſhall bring forth fruis 
in old age, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. NE ChE 

©" "REFLECT ONS" © =" 


Ow bard fave I Jaboured for the meat that periſheth ? | 
gevented the dawning of the day, and laboured as in 


Chriſtianity: Alas ! my leepy prayers,and formal duties,even 
all that ever I performed in my life, never colt methat.paing. 
that one hour at plow .hath done. I have either wholly.f 


but the Chriſtian is never ſuper-annuated -as to the work off 
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The worldlings 


ch! How is the judgment of Gerab ſpiritag 
pon me? The carth opened her mouth; and 
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lowed up his body 3 but it hath opened its mouth and ſwal- 
lowed up my heart, my time , and all my af. tions. HowF| 
far am I from the Kingdom of God ! 
And how little better is my caſe, who have indeed profeſ 
ſed Religion, but never made it my buline(s? Will an empty; 


[1 heard not. I have given 'to God -but the ſhadow of duty, } 


}frious diligence in Religion ? Lake 13. 34+, or doth m 


{diligence for God, anſwer to that phich Chriſt ath done and} 
16 inch eſs? or tot tionis 


_ 


(though ſplendid) profeſſion ſave me ? How many brave| 
Ships have periſhed in the ſtorms, notwithſtanding their fine|: 
names, the Proſperoas, the ſucceſs , the happy return ? A fine. 
narme could not prote them from the rocks, nor will it fave | 
me from hell. I have done by Religion, as I ſhould have done| 
by the world; prayed, as if-Iprayed not; and heard as if}; | 


and can never exped from him a real reward, . | 
How unlike a Chriſtian doſt thou alſo (Qmy ſoul:) go | 
about thy work; though upright in the main, yet how little 
zeal and aQivity dolt thou expreſs in thy duties? Awake 
love and zeal, ſeeſt thou not the toyl and pains men take for 
the world ? how do they prevent the dawning of the day ? 
and labour as in the very fire till night; and all this for a rfl [ 
[ſhould not every drop of ſweat which I ſee trickle from 
their brows, fetch (as it were) a drop of blood from 'my 
heart ? who am thus convinced and reproved of ſhameful la- | 
zinefs, by their indefatigable diligencg, Meet they pant after 
the duſtof the carth ? Amos 2.7. andithall not I pant after 
God? Pſal. 42.1. Ah, my ſoul! it was not wont to be ſo] 
with thee, in the dayes of my firſt profellion. Should I have 
had no more communion with God in duties then, it would 
| have broken my heart: I ſhould . have been weary of my 
fife. Is this a time for one to ſtand idle , who ſtands at the]: 
door of eternity ? What, now ſlack handed, when (0'neer to]: 
my everlaſting reſt! Rom, 13. 11. or haſt thou found the]; 
| work of God fo unpleaſant to thee? Prop.3, 17. or the 
trade of godlineſs ſo unprofitable ? Pſa}. 19. 11. Or know- 
Go thou not, 'that millions now in hell periſhed for want of 
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1 ſuffered, to purchaſe my happ | 
] he hath ade in heaven for me ? or doſt thou (68 . that th 
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| Maſters eyes alwayes upon thee, whilſt thou art lazing and 


loytering? or would the damned live at thisrate, as I do, it 
their day of grace might be recalled ? for ſhame (my ſoul) 


" Themboth:. 


' As good 


_ Oftrive, : 
. The pain they 
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Religion 


| | for ſhame ! rouze up thy (elf, and fall to thy work, with adi- 
: { ligence anſwerable to the weight 'thereof ; for it 15 no vain 
. * . . Se ECITAnS 
| work concerning thee, it is thy life, - 


The Poem, 


WHEN advanc'd in power, 


Will. make you HUSBAND every hour. ' 


*Twill make 


And therein 
If there were 
Chriſt gives 


MEN flrive with all their might, 
FIND a ſweet delight. | 
NOUGHT beſides that pay, 

TO cheer us in our way 3 


Should we-not DO the beſt we can ? 


For there's 


NO ſuch reward from man: 


- Whilt we 


"When we 


Shall others WORK, and not regard 

Their (trengthz TO get a (ſmall reward ? 

TURN flugs, and loyter thus ? 
THEIR zeal might quicken us ! 
HANDS, and feet fo flow, 
UNTO our bufieneſs go ?- 
THEN Chrift's pay expe, 
CHRETIANS work rejec ? + 
ALSO that embrace 

IF not, we both diſgrace.. 
THEY.could theſe two divide; 
PLEASE.them well, with Chriſt to ſide, 
MAY not, then.it were 

CEASE pleading, they*l not hear. 
FROM ſloth, (my foul) betake 
WORK, no cavils make. - 

AND try ! Saints fay that even 
TAKE, hath much of heaven. 
But yet” THEIR beſt wine's kept till laſt, 
Their teft, and EASE comes all fo faſt. 
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L CHAP. 1, 
* The harde#t labourers, are the thriving men. 
If you! have thriving ſouls, be active then, 


* 
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EE OBSERVATION. 
{| agraal and diligence1s the-way to thrive and grow rt 
in the _— = _ muſt be maniired, or its jncreaſt 
is in vain expeded 3 Bri fregit molam, fugit farinam 3 he tha 
[refuſes the hill ens meal,c is Proverb) the dili 
gent ſoul ſhall be made fat. Sotomon hath two proverbs con 
c:rning thriftineſs and increaſe in the world, In Prov.1044. he 
| faith, The hand of the diligent maksth rich. And.22. he faith 
| The bleſſing of the Lord makethrich. - Theſe arc not contradito' 
ry, but confirmatory each of other 3 one ſpeaks 'of the principa 
. |'the other ot the inflramentat cauſe. Diligence with con 
| | blething will not do-it 3 and chat bleffing cannot be expected 
-\without diligence.3'therefore Husbandmen ply their-bufing 
with unwearied pains, they do even lodge in the midQ\ © 
their labours,as that good Husband Boaz! $1d,Ruth 2:3. the) 
are parſimonious of their time, but: prodigal of their (weat 3nd 
ſir:ngth, becauſe. they find this to be the thriving way. , 
S nature'qpens her treaſures/to'none but the diligeut, 


"| APPLICATHON, 
A neither doth grace. - He that will þe rich, mult be 
painful Chriſtian 3. and whofoever will gloſly ply the trad 
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 -+! | of godline(s; ſhall comfortably and quickly find, That in keep 
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% Gods taremands #here is great reward, Pla). 19.11, God + 

ountiful rewarder of iſneb # diligent! ſeek him, Heb. 11:,6 

They muſkndt;indeed/Work'tor wages, not yet will God ſuf 

; - fer their woxk to: go unrewarded) yea, it ſafficiently rew 
«Tic (elf, 1 Tim. 6.6. andits rewards twofold, (1 )preſent, 3 

| Tin part 3 (2) futureand in fall, Mark t0.29, 30, Now in, 

; [time an hundred-fold,' even; from” #:fin "which {© 
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| 2dyantage Chritttans have by their diligence ? I anſiver, as 
much and more than theHusbandman hath tromall his toyls 


| T the Husbandman pets, that the Chritltian gets not al{o.Coms 
pare your pains, and you'l quickly {ze the odds. | 
You get credit arid reputatiow by your diligence 3 *t1s 5 
$ | commendation and honour to you, to be active and fiirring 
mcn : But how much more honour doth God put upon {1s 


| are minifiring (ſpirits, ſerviceable creararcs ?: And alt” the 
Apotiles gloricd in the title of ſervants. The lowelt office 


| door keeper, -which was the lowett order yt rank of othcers 
mi the honie of God; Ezeh. 34. To,, x1. 15 yct prefcried 

David befote the ſervice of the greateſt Prince off earth, 
| Pſal-$4:"10, *Tisno.fmall honour to be active tor God. 
|» You have this benefit by your hbour, that thereby yau 
avoid loote and gvil company, which-would-draw you into 
milchict. By diligence tor God, the Chrittian allo, 1s fectired 
# | from temptations ; Got is with them, while they ave with him, 
ind} | 2:Chron; 15. 2. Communion with God in the way, of duty, 
* | | 18 a/great preſeryative agamit 'temiptations, Fhe Scbool-mice 
put the queſtion, howthe Angels and glorifticd Saifits bregme 
{1mpcccant? and reſolve it thus: That they arc ſecured tron 
= {/41n, by the beatihcal Vihon 3 and furc Iam, that the Vitions 


JC ! . 

ad lf of God, not only mn glory. but now allo in. Utity, are mar- 
; | vellous defences, againli fin 3 and they that are motil 
” / 


Fob. 14.21, _ _. | 
-- You hve this bencft by your 1sbour, that it tends much 


bytis kebour, that 37, tends © a heatclitul Rare of foul 
Theway of tir Lortlis flrengsh to the fright, Prov. $9.29. | 
}| tofe thactollow therr >aily labours un rhe <1, havent 

b, *_pe health than 'Cirzens tharrtive tHey, or Shore 
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and labours. Let us compare the particulars, and ſec what: 


' 
f 
1 


laborious {crvants ? "Tis the highett honour of a creature, ! 


to be=&ive and uſctul forits God. Saints arc called vefitls) 


of borrower, as they are fitted for the Maficrs ule, 2 Tims. 2. 2 te 
Wherem confifts the honour of Azge/s,but in this; that they \ 


in which a man can ferve God, even that of 2 Nethizim, or 


cd 


f active tor God, havetht tulkctt and clarcft vitions of Ged, | 
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| ro.the heath of your boglics, The Chriſtian hath his bench 
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Husbantty fpir itralized 3 Or, 

$ livea ſedentary life. So the active Chriſtian enjoys more 
| ſpiritual hcalth, and.is troubled with tewer complaints than 
others. | ; | 

By diligence 1n your civil imployments, you preſerve 
your eſtates, and are kept from running bchind-hand in the 
"nk | world. Bayliffs trouble not ſuch mens dcors 3 they uſvally 
Mil th: have the tore-toot of their neighbours. And by activity and 
| Ml Ml diligence for God, ſouls arc kept from b:ckfliding, end.run:- 
17, 16:8 ing back in their graces and ccm'orts.Remiihons and inter- 
Wl 1: mit{jons in our dutics,arc.the tirlt theps and degrees by which 
a ſoul declines and waltcs,as to his {piritual cltate, 
wth bo. Your paias and diligence in the hiclds, makes your beds 
Wh | | {weet to you at night, Eccl. 5. 12, Reſt is ſweet to 4 Labouring 
| | man, whether be &xt little or much, But the diligent life of a 
2 hit | Chriſtian makes the clods of the valley, his graveſweet un» 

In + * to him, 2 Cor, I. 12. 2 King 20. 3. Remember'#ow, O Lord, 
bow T h.ve walked before thee, & crTtunk Chriſtian, how {weet 
it will be for thee, when thou comeſt to dye 3 to lay then as 
thy Redeemer did, when near his death, Fob. 17.44.55. haw 
| | finiſhed the work thou gaveſt me to do and now, O F atber,glori- 
| fie me with thine own (elf. x 
6, Þ} The cxpenccof your ſweat falls your purſes, you get cftates 
by your diligence and labourzbut what are. your gains to thi 
22ins of Chriftians # They can get in an hour, that which 
they will not part with tor all the gold and filver on carth, 
Prov. 3. 14 

So that compare theſe Jabourcrs,as to.all their advantages 
and you ſhall ſee, that therc is uo tradelike that. which thi 
| diligent Chriſtian drivcs. . 


 oOg_—_ 


I 


| | REFLECTIONS, 
a, of | Bluſh then, O my foul, at the conſideration of thy lazi- 
the flochtut | neſs &ſloth, which is attended with ſo many ſpiritual warts 
foul, .and can I wonder at it, when. I refuſe the painful way of du: 
ty, in which the precious fruits of Godlineſs, are only to be 
tovind ? If chele truits lay upon'the ſurface of duty, or could 
{ be had with wiſhes, I ſhould noc want them ; but ww 
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ores deep and take pains I cannot. My detires, like thoſe of the! _ "Js 
floathful man, kill me, becauſe my bands refieſe to labour, Pro. 2 
| | 21.25. If every duty were to be rewarded preſently wich 43 
"thi gold, would I not have b2en more athduous in them, than 1 
have been ? And yet I know that a hzart tull of the grace and 
| | comfort of che holy Gholl, is better than a houſe full of gold 
and} | 1nd filvcr. O what a compoſition of ſtupidity and floth am | 
un-' |! Þ have been all for the ſhort cut to comfort, when con- 
eer-” | ſtant expericnce teacheth, that the farther way abont, by | 
Ich! | painful duty, is the ncerctt way to'it. What pains do Huf- 
bandmen takc? what perils do Seamen run,for a little gain 3 | 
xeds* | O Nuggiſh hcart! wilc thou do nothing for eternal treatures? | | 
rg” | Sccondly, it there be ſuch great rewards attending dili- |; 2, | 
of a; | gence in duty, then why art thou fo apt ( O my foul) to calt | = 
un-# Toff duty, becauſe thou findeſt not preſent comfort tn it ? how 
ord, quickly am I diſcouraged, it I preſently find nut what I ex- 
vegt: {p.Atinduty? Whereas, the Well is deep, and much pains, 
1 as5*] muſt be taken to draw vp thoſe waters of joy, Iſa. 12. 3. 
bave* | there is a golden vein in the mount of duty, but it lyes deep 
ori=" | and becauſe I meet not with it as ſoon as T expect, my lazy | | 
heart throws by the (howel, and cryes, dig T cannot. 
ates Thirdly, if this be indeed the richand thriving trade, why | * 2: 
the; j do I peddle about the poor low things of the world fo much, | The worldlings F-. + 
hich: | negleQing the rich trade of godlinets for it ? O, how much | KeficRtivn. - | 
cth,+] of my time and ſtrength, have theſe things devoured ? Had: 
>| I imployed that time in communion with God, would itnot 
have turn'd toa better account ? Think'tt thou in earnelt, 
O my ſoul, that God hath indowed thee with ſuch excellent 
| | f:culties, capable of the moſt divine and heavenly imploy- | 
ments, or that Jeſus Chrilt hath ſhed his mnvaluably precious | 
! bloud, or that he hath ſent forth the glorious ſpirit of holi- | 
| | nc(, and all this to fit men tor no higher or nob!er imp. loy- ; [ | 
32i-} | ments than theſe ? 
ritg!h | Is this the cnd of thy. wonderful creation ? doth God 


"I 
— —— 


du-} 


0 be 
) 


ho. 


* 
: ” 


whirl about the heavens in-endlets revolutions, to beget time 
tor this ? or doth he not rather expect that the weightieſt 
work ſhould engrols thy greatelt ſtrength, and <choicelt 
hours ? O, that I could once conſider, what a good Maſter 
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o  Chriftians ſerve,who will not only abundantly reward then 
od at night 3 but brings them thr tood into the field to ir 
| | courage them in their labour ! What pity 1s it, that fo good 
q | a Matter ſhould be ſobadly ſerved as he hath bcen by me-lf 
$; Jj Heark, how he pleads to gain my heart. 


The POEM; by way of Dialogue be: 
\ twixt Chriſt and the world. 
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Fa 
| 


L 
CHRIST, | 
| 2% "Ry RR, | | 
Whyſo free of ſweat and time : ad 


| )R—_ _— R——— 


MT 4 4 ' . , . . of 
| IE Join 6. 27, 


MER - - 4 Cor. 7. 33 what ere long will not be thine. 
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Or if it might, thou ſell ft to loſs, 


ta ro ou agus ——— _—__— 


795 ' Mars IS. 26, 
L.- OY A precinas ſou for laſting droſs. 

W- [irc To fe we wy hands. and 11yling breee?- 
By Might ve 3mploy & for better gaiviss 2-9 
354 8 IV oaldji thou but work as bard for me, ; 
4 Mark, 4.19. | ' As for the world, rwhich c >1ens thee | ; 
3% | Thy g.4ixs fromld be 2 thouſand fold : 

';4Prov. 8.29. 4 Poy my revenues move then golds 
# | 
; 1 j WORLD. | ; 
| ., | 
1 Bn Sort, I bave alwayes found thee willing, "4 


| Rather by one to earn a jfhilling + 
Than traſt azceriais things which Jie, 


| i Bryond thee 3n eternity. 
t | Shall things unſccn now tempt thee ? 14h, 
+ | A bird in hand's worth two 3th buſy 5 


\ _ JT pay thy mages down in hand, 
1his thu canſtsfeed. taſte, xnderttand, 
- 0 lit not ſuch #Sain prexcucee, 
" Prevail againit rhy-cery ſences 
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"The buen * ea hh bilge. 
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CHRIST. 


- Þ. 


- bs a E 7 & bk. 
Thus beajts are ke, thus hirds are ſnar'd, - Cie Fn is Þ 
Thus ſouls for ruiite are prepar &. Jcho 206 


What ? tru't no fqreber then you (ce, 


—| Tor | wrt 4 thief as far as Nie. } : " of | 
| Pe 'n1cd wretch. will nauzht but fight ae 3-13] 
: And ſence concance tnee ? O bow riuht | CNL.'F, F+ 
; How jut z5 God ? whoſe direful ſcourge 
| ©u:2 Arguments i Pell (pail wrge. Mark 6 16... 
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Chrit threats wrath 10came, but 1 
Do threaten thee with p vorty- 

And why wilt thu thyſe þ, ny | 
7h: py ar t) wants oxpſe ? ' i 
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Come \ ſec the S WT » for all their brags , $55 4 
| | How myll they thrive. they's clooth 4 with 14g4»+ > EDN 
; | » ">" 25008 
| CHRISH - £52h 
| EY 
j | If my dear Saints jnrag;s do 29. i Tb 
1 *Tis nt Religion cloaths then ſo «ft PE 
| | But by ſuch rants the Lora grepart? 889 : 
s | Thcir ſoutts. ag awnſt thy kifiing ſary | 

| 


They all arc bxirs. though wits p8 » 
pune of thcir heritage 

Kept ont fo rpreſeng yet conterny 

A change 24:» thoſe, that ſcoff at 867% 


WORLD. 


It is 38 van t» ple ad tax J A 
With riſert things bars AE (x0 
 Wawerewy offer þ. they | deipafes WPCNgy o - 


T 62.4 Fs praſancrs by theis on 
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{go * — Hidhandy ſpirttualized; Or, 
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| CHRIST. 
, 90 197 27. If they will ſerve no other Lord, 
:{ Iſa. 30. & gy. | Then let it ſtand upon record. 

po” + | . "Againſt their ſouls that they ref'd 

+ | Jude. | My wages, and my grace abus d. 

[+4 Remember this wben tbey ſhall ſee 

JE Pct. 347, All turit'd to aſhes that 511 thee. - 
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| . | ANOTHER. 
One will deny, but thoſe are bleſſed pains, + 
Which are attended with the richeſt gains. 
\ Grant this, and then moſt clearly 'tis inferr d, 
| Soul workto all deſerves to bepreferr'd. 
; - This is an unknown trade, Oh, who can count, 
| Towhat the gains of godlineſs amount ? 
| Forone poor ſhilling; O, what recks ſome run ? 
Some toyling as i th fire, from Sun to Sun ! 
Whereas one hour ſpent with God brings in 
+ Such heavenly treaſures, that poor ſouls have been - 
> Tnrich'd for ever. Even' as you ſee 
A Princes Favourite u pon the knee, 
\ Canin ant hours time more wealth obtain ; 
4 Than all yeur lives by Iab-ur y;u can gain: 
Prayer gains are great, ad quichreturns ere made. 
Þ  Swurethen the Chriſtian drives the richeſt trade: 
*Tis true, the hypocrite that never drove 
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vr A ſerious tr a4e for heaven may bankyupt prove 3 
= | 4 But boly ſouls which mind, and cloſely ply 
4 *| Their bafineſs, greatly are inrich'd thereby. k 


| _ The Uiference 'twixt the ane, and t'athers beſt 
| -Byſnch a Simile as this expreſs: 

AS in a ſummers dayyou oficn ſee, 

4 The wanton Bree afd painful Bee 1 
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| Like different events ſhall be betwixt 
The painful $ aint, and lazy Notioniſt. ; 
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The Plowman ſings and whiſtles thouzh he ſweat, 
Shall Chriſtians droop, bctauſe thetr work is great ? 


—_ —— 
| — 


; 
| OBSERVATION. | 
Ch Hough the labours of Husbandmen are very great and 
coylſom,yet with what cheerfalneſs do they go through 
+ them ? It is very delightful to hear the melody they make 
; by whiflling, -as they totlow' the Plow 3 yea, the very horles 
have their Bells, which make a pleaſant noiſe. Horſes (faith 
| Mr. Fuller) will do morefor awhiſtle, than a whip, and their 
Bells do as it were, gingle away their wearineſs. I have been 
often delighted with this Countrey muſick, whereby they 
lweeten their hard labours with an innocent pleaſure, and: 
| verifie the ſaying of the Poet ; . 
| Ovid. Tempus in agrorium cultu conſumere an ce et. 
* Although they plow from morning until night. 
Time ttcals away with pleaſure and delight, 


APPLICATION, 


F i neon much grcater cauſe have the people of God td 
F 1 AF addrels thenwielves unto his wotk,. with all cheertwIne(s 


Upen che 
cheer fulreſs of 
the Husband» 
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i {Eſpicic ? And indeed, fo far asthe heart is. ſpiritual, it de® 
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——Hatbandly ſriritzalizee, ( Or, 
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lights in its du: ics, "Tis true; the work of 2 Chriſtian. is} 
| paintul,and much more ſpending than the Husbandmans/25 
; was opened Chap. 1. )but then 3 it a5 much exceeds in thede- 
leh 5 and pleaſures that attend it. What is the Chriſtians 
| work, but with jay to draw water out of the wells of ſalvatian ? 


| Iſa: 12. 3. You may fe what a pleaſant path the path of du | 


i ty is, by the checrfulnels of thoſe that have walkcd in them, 


' Pſa. 119. 14. LOave rejoyo a 1:the e w.ty of ? thy judgments, a: | 


' much as in all riches, And by the prom! (cs 7% are made t 
' tluch, Pſal. 138. 5. Tea, they/hal! ſing in the ways of the Led þ 
i for great is he glory of the Lord' And 2g41n, Tou noſ b ave 
| 2 ſong as in the night.when an halyſole mnity is kept and gl. aladneſe | 
' of beart,- as #vhcn. one goee with ap1pe, 20 come to the mote rain | 
| of the Lord, to the rlignty 0;te of Tfract, Ia. 30» 29, | 
Ard lafily, by the © many commands winreby joy 1 the! 
i wayes 0 f thc Lotd 3s _—_ the duty of the Samrs. Rej 1yce | 


— 


197. 12. Rejoyce, and aoain T {ay rej rye Prultp. 4. 4. Where} 
the command | 15 49 ublcd » Yea, not on!\ {1:1 ple rcjoycing, 

but tire mgheſt degree of that duty comes within the cofn- 

mand, Pſz. 132. 9, 16: Shout for joy all ye tht are whright 8s 
hears. And Like 6 6, 22, 23. they are bid, to leap for joy, whizn 

| abo.C he dion pier or their worr, "and that you miy 
i ſve there is ſufficient groan tor it. and that it is not Jike the 
| mad muth ot ſine ers. be þ' exſed n to con! ſich r, 

The nature of the work about which they are. imp'oycd 3 

{ it 15 the moſt excellent 2nd hervenly imp Oyent tay ever 
J{ouls were acquainted with. O what a raviſhing and dilight- 
{ome thing it 15, to walk with God T 4nd yet | by this, ;the 
whole W5rk of a Chriſtian! 5s exproſicd, Gon. 17- 1, Can 
any litc compare Wy It) thic for ple »2(1; ares Can \; ney [yo chill, 
that walk in the San- (hine ? or id, that abide it rhe founs, 
jean of all delights? and walk with him whote game 15 the 


| the Lord. » Ye raobteomr ; for pr. tiſc 15 come ly for x7 90 upright, Va, | 


God of all comfort, 2 Cer. 1. 3. Þ »hiſc preſence 35 the firl-] 
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| Chnttanthen live 4-3 
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| ments; varievar deleor - Change of tihplovcct, 15/425 © 
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weſs of jay, Pſal. 16. 11. O w: wt an An zeli fl biotin a] 


Or, (zly.) If we Ccotftder he variety 'of 7h IL 42 OM ploy il 
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[© The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


© the variety of choice diſhes wherewith God entertains his 
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the tedioufnels of labour, Variety of voices pleaſe the car”: 


variety of colours delight. the eye; the ſame meat prepared | 
ſeveral-waycs, pleaſes the palate more. and clogs it leſs. But 


people in a Sabbath! as the Word, Prayer, Sacraments 
&Cc. Iſz. 58. 13. If thou call the Sabbath thy delights 3 or, 
as Tremelius renders it, thy delicate things. My fowl ( aith 
David, ſhall be ſatisfied, as with marrow and Fatneſs,Pla.63.5. | 
Or, laſtly, It we confider the ſutablenefs of this work, 
to a regenerate ſoul.” Is it any pain for a bird to flye ? or a 
fiſh to lwim ? Is the eye tired with beautiful obje&s? or the 


| 


vitant in eornm loco (faith the Philoſopher) weighty things are 
not heavy in their own element, orcentereAnd ſurely, God 
is the center of all gracious ſpirits. A Saint can fit from 


ear with melodious ſounds ? As little can a ſpiritual ſoul be\ 
wearicd with ſpiritual and heavenly exerciſes,Rom. 7. 22. T\ 
| delight in the Law of Gd, after the in#zr man. Gravia non gra- 


2. 


morning to night to hear diſcourſes of the love and Jloyeli-} 


ne(s:of Jeſas Chriſt. The fight of your thriving flocks, and 
flouriſhing helds,cannot.yeild you that pleaſure which an up- 
right ſoul can hnd in,one quarter of an hours communion 
with God. They that are after the fleſh(aith the Apoſtle. Rom. 


| 8. 5.) do mind the things of thefleſh, and they that are after- the 


ſpirie,the things of the ſpiriz-But ther, look how-much heaven- 


ly objects tranſcendicarthly. ones, and how much the: foul is 
more capable of delight in thoſeobjects, than: the grols and | 
duller (ences arc tm theirs 3 fo much doth thepleaſare ariſing | 


from the duty, excel all ſenfitivedelights on earth. 


0 _ ...* REFLECTIONS. | 
' How amlcaſt and condemned by this, may 1 ſay ; who 
never fayoured this ſpiritual delight in holy duties. When 1 


trom day to day 3 all che way is downhill co my nature: and 
the wheels of my affections being oyled with carnal delight, 
run ſo falt, thatthey. haye need moſt tinits oftrigging 
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Farber nend the curb, than the ſpur. O, How flece hf nim- 
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am about mycarthly imployments; I can go on unweatiedly;} 
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| ble are my ſpirits, ri theſe their pusfaits! But O, what a 
flug am I in religious duties! Sarc if my-heart were renewed 
by grace, Iſhou'd delight in the Lawin:God,' Rom. 7. 22, | 
All che world is alive w- their wayes, every creature injoyes | 
his proper pleaſure 3 and is thereno delight to be” found in | 
| the paths of holineſs? . is. godlineſs only a dry root, that | 
bears no pleaſant fruits ? No, no, there are doubtleſs income | 
parable pleaſures tobe tound therein; but ſuch a carnal heart | 
as mine {avours them not.. 
| I cannot fay, but I have found delight in Religious duties, | 
|TheHypo:tites but. they. have been only ſuch as rather ſprang from the ; 
Refi:&ion, | Oftentationof gitts and applauſes of men, than any ſweet and 
real communion I have had wich God through them 3 they | 
have rather proved food-and fewel tomy pride, than food to | * 
my ſou!. Like the NightingaleI can fing {weetly,when I ob- | - 
ſerve others toliſten to me, and be. afteted with my mu- | 
| \fick., Q,talfe deceitful heart, fuch delight as this will end in }. 
, bowling | were my ſpirit right, 1t would as mach dclighe' in 
y.- retirements for the enjoyment of God, as it doth -m thoſe 
'' " *[I dut'e;that axe moſt expoſed to the obſervation of man. Will | 
facha ſpring as this maintain a ſtream of affeQions; when 
| carnal motives fail ? What wilt thou anfwwer 'O,my foul) to | 
J [chat queſtion. Fob 27-9, a0. Will God bear bis ery when tron- 
= ble comes pon; him.? Will he delight himſelf in tbe Almighty? 
FF Will he-alwayes call upon God? What wilt thou reply to this 
* % queRion ? Deceive. not thou thy (elf, O'my ſoul ! thew-wile 
WP doubcfs b2 eaſily gerfwadcd to let go that thou riever de- 
: lightedft in 3 and from an hypocrite in Religion; quickly be- |. 
I The vprighr come an Apoſtate from Religion. , | | 
Thea Refie | | Fromall this, theupright.heart takes advantage to rouze | 
"{&iog,, | | upItsdelight in God and thus it expottulaterh with it (elf; | 
© ib Doth the Plowman ting amidſt his drudging 1-bou's, and 
5 whiſtle away his wearineſs. in the fieſds. Do hal I'droop |. 
Yz | amidſt ſuch heavenly imployment ? O'my foul, what want'R |; | 
7 8 ys np thy. delight 2. It there be- {ach ap} affe=|-/ 


- 


Qion as delight inthee, merhioks; fuch-ari objeR;as-rhe bleſs j. | 

4 ſed:faggol God in Ordinances ſhould excite -its Ah, How | 
vowdahis cnnoble al my ſcryices, and make! them: pl , 

| T4 2 SIRE. DÞ if 4 ; 


. Wy . , y £ ; 


in the higheſt, cven to the higheſt of their -powers : yea, 


| Wil 4. 32+ 34» 


7 he heavenly ufe of earthly things. 


for God ? No {ooner were they created, but they ſang to- 
gether, and ſhoutcd for joy, Fob. 38. 7. How did they fill 


tydings of a Saviour to the world ? aſcribing glory to God 
this delight would make all my dutics Chriſt-likez and the 


nearer that pattern, the more excellent. He delighted to do 
his Fathers will, it was to him meat and drink, Pſal.40. 7. | 


Yea, it would not only ennoble, but facilitate all my 
duties,- and be to me as wings to a bird in flying, or fails to 
a S1ip in motion, Non tardat wnda rota; oyled wheels run, 
frcely.z Or ever 1 was aware, my ſoul made melike the chariots 


thee ſhould be (olittle? Is it not, becauſe my tnbelie 


like ! How eld are thoſe bleſſed creatures to be imploycd | 


the Air with heavenly melody, when ſent to bring the joyful | 


of Aminadab. O, what is the rcaſon(my God)my delight in; © 
is (o} 
great ? Rouze up my-delights, O thou fountain of pleaſure !;; * 


and let me ſwim down the fiream of holy joyes in duty, int | 
the boundleſs Occan of thoſe -immenſe delights that arc in 


| thy prelence, and at thy right hand for evermore. 


| 2: Li bounteows natare doth unlock hcr treaſure ! 


| -* Bold finners(S ,xant itall the way t0 hell 
wr | & BY 
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bay What a (1) dull deſpondent heart is mine? 
That takes no more (2) delight 1n things divine. 
' When all the Creatures both in heaven and earth : 
Enjoy cheir ( 3) pleaſures, and are big with mirth. 
(4) Angcls and Saints that are before the Throne 3 
..- In extakies, and raptures every one. 
P<rpetual'y is held ;- each blefled ſpirit 
Thc a "5 ' higheſt joyes 3 doth there inherit, 
The Saints on earth, in their impertt& tate 
Thoſ. Peerleſs j»ys, by (6) taith do antedate. 
- Fo riatural inea, who favour not this pleaſtire 3 


Qt. 7 Confiavedeligh's. Yea; firange to tell 3 
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Like fiſh that play in Fordaws (itver ireams' 
So theſe in ſenſial luits : and never dream 
| Of that dead Sea;.to-which the fixeam doth tend: 
 -] (9) Tam.5 18.] And to their pleaſures puts a (9) fatal end.- 
|| (1)Pl.104.12. Year) birds, 'and (2) beaſts as well as men, enjoy 
(2)P. 104.11) Their innocent delights. Theſe Chirp and play 3 
1 | The cheerful birds among the branches (ing, 
And make the neighbouring groves-with muſick ring, 

With varjors; warbling notes they all invite, 

Our raviſht cars, with pleaſure and delight: 
(3)Pſa.114.6-) The new-faln Laribs (3) wallin a San-hine day, 
' | Abouttheir feeding Dams jum'up and play. 

(4).Jer. 213-] Are (4) Ciſteens (weet? and is-the fountain bitter ? 
| ; Or can.the, Sun be dark, when glow-worms glitter ? 


\ | 1 ($13fn.390-25-],. Have (5).inftruments, their ſweet melodious airs? - 
$7 HP All creatures their delights, and Saints not theirs? 
= ork 4. 7. Yea, theirs (6) tranſcend theſe ſenſual ones, as far 3 : 


- 


As noon-day Phebxs doth a twinkling ſtar. 
' Why droop | then, may. any crecature have 
- —_— A lie like. mine for pleaſure ? who ere gave « 
1 (7)Job.r5.21'| + The like (7) incouragement that Chriſt hath given, 
"78 © Todohis will on earth, as *tis in heaven ? | 
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CHAP, Iv. 


f -» + ile _— Corn-Land wſt neither be t00 fat, nov poor P. 
| {ble Land, The middle ftate ſuits beſt with Chriſtians ſure, 
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OBSERVATION. 


* mmeraye find by expcrience.that their arable Lands 
'& may bedreſt too much, as well as too-little. It the ſoil | 
be over rank, the ſced ſhoots up ſo much 1nco the ſtalk; that 
it {cldom ears well ; and it coo thin and poor, it wants its }. 
due. nutiiment,, and .comes not..to perietion. Therefore |. 
their care. is to keep it in heart, but not to overdreſs or- un- | 
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| The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
derdreſs it. Theend of all their coſt and pains about it is} 
fruit 3 and therefore reaſon tells them, that fuch a ſt-t2 and 
temperament of it, as beſts fits ic for truit, is beſt both for it 


and them. - | 


{ 
APPLICATION, 


A Nd doth not ſpiritual experience teach Chriſtians, that 
| a mediocrity and competency of the things of this 
3 lite, beſt tits them for the fruits of obedience, which is the 
 *! 2nd and cxcellc ncy of their bzings ? A man may be over 
Mmercied,as well as over afflicted. Rare fumant felicibus are,the 
{ altars of the rich ſeldom ſmoke. When our outward 1njoy- 
| ments are by providence ſhaped and fitted to our condition, 
aS a ſuit is tothe body, that fits cloſs and neat,neither too curt 
| | nor long ; wecannot deſire a bztter condition in this world, 
| This was it that wiſe Agwr requeſted of God, Prov. 30.8. 9. 
' Give me neither poverty nor riches, but feed me with fcod conve-, 
|_nient for me, leſt The full and deny thee and ſay who is the Lord 2 
or leſt I be poor andjteal. and take the name of my God in wain. 
- Againſt both he prayes equally, uot abſolutely; that had been 
| his ſin, but comparatively and ſubmiitively to the will of 
God. He had rather,if God (ce it fit,to avoid both of theſe ex- 

\reams; but what would he have then? why, tood cove: 
* | nient. Or, according to the Hebrew, give me my prey or 
fatutc-bread 3 which is aMetaphor from birds which flye up 
' and down to prey for their young,and what they get they di- 
| ſtribute among them 3 they bring them enough to prelerve 
their lives, but not mcr- than cnongh to lye mold-ring in 
the neſt. Such a proportion Agar deſired 3 and the reaſon 
| why he delired it, is drawn trom the danger of both the ex- 
treams He meaſured (likea wiſe Chrittian ) the conveniency 
| or-inconveniency of his ettate.in the world, by its ſutablenefs 
Or unſutableneſs to the end of his being 3 which is the ſeryice 
of God. He accounted the true excellency ot his life to con- 
fiſt in its reterence-and.tendency to the glory of his God; and 
he could not ſee how a redundancy. or tov great a perury of 
learthly-comforts; could fit him for that > but.a middle ſtate 
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| equally r:moved from borh extreams, beſt fired that 'en&} 
And this was all that good Facob, who was led by the fandt 
ſpirit lookt at, Gen. 28. 20. And Jacob wowed a vow. ſa 
ing. if God nill be with me. aid keep me inthe way that Igp,and 
will give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, ſothat. I come 
agaia to my fathers houſe in peace » thn ſhall the Lord be my God. | 
Poor Faceb, he delizes no gre. mitters in the world, food 
and rayment will fatishe him 3 in ſpiritual things his defires 
are boundleſs, he is the moſt greedy and unſatished man in 
the world, Hf x 2. 4. but in the matters of this life, if he can 
get from God but off am & aqam, a moriel of meat, and aj F: 
n.oath full of water, he will not envy the richeſt Creſus or 
Craſſus upon earth. Meat and drink are the riches ot Chri- 
ſtians, Dvitie ſunt 2d legem nature compoſite paupertas ( Gaith 
Pomponins Attins) tiches are ſuch a poverty or mediocrity, 
ras hath enough for natures uſcs3 and fuch a ſtate is beſt ac- 
| commodatcd, both to the condition and to the defires-of. a 
; Saint. | 
- 1. To his condition, for what is a Saint but a ſtranger 
| and Pilgrim upon carth, a man in a ſtrange Countrey tra- 
; velling homeward? So David profeſſed himfelt, Pſal. 119.19. 
| T am a ſtranger in this earth. And ſo thoſe worthies, who are 
| now at home in heaven, Heb. 11. 13. they protefied them- 
| ſelves to be ſtrangers and Pilgrims upon earth, and to ſeek a 
; Countrey 3 a viaticum contents a traveller, he will not. cum- 
| ber himfclf with ſuperfluous things which would rather clog 
and tire, than expedite-and help him in his journey. 
It ſuits bed with his deſires, I mean his regular and adviſed 
deſires. For, | 
A gracious ſoul earneſtly defires a free condition in the 
world, he is ſenfible he hath much work to do.a rac: to run, 
and is loath to be clog'd or have his toot in the ſnare of the 
cares or pleaſures of this life. He knows that fulneſs «cxpo- 
ſes to wantonnelſs and irreligion, Dext. 6. 12. Hoſ. 13. 6. 
"Tis hard, in the mid(t of ſo many tempting obj<&s, to keep 
the golden bridle of moderation upon the affections. They. 
heart of a Chriftian, like the Moon, commonly ſuffers ah | ! 
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ectipfewhen it is at the full, and that by the interpolition of ] 


| the carth, ; It , ; 
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| * Tt was Solymons fulnels that drew out and diffhlvzd his ſpi- 
Tifs,.and brought him to ſuch a low ebby in ſpirituals, that 
; | it rernains a queſtion with forme, Whether he ever recover- 

cd it to his dying day, As it is the miſery of the poor to be 
neglc&ted of men, fot is the miſery of the rich to negleQ 
. | God. Who can be poorex; than to have the world, and love 
& ' it? or richer, thanto enjoy but little of it, and live a- 


bove it ? 


| poſed to fin and danger, Levit. 6. 2, 3, 4+ As high and lofty 
* | txces are ſubject te ſtorms and tempeſts, fothe loweft ſhrabs 
fo be brows'd on by every beaſt : and therefore, a Saint de- 
ſixes a juſt competency as the fitteſt, becaule the freeſt ſtate. 

A gracious perſon defires no more but a competency, be- 
| cauſe there is moſt of God's love and care diſcovered in giv- 
ing in our daily bread, by a daily providence. It is betwixt 

{uct acondicidh, and a fulneſs of creature-proviſions in our 
| hand, as it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan; Egypt was wa-' 
ter'd with. the foot from the River Nils, and little of God 

| was ſcen.in that mercy; but Canaan depended upon the dews 

. 


* 1 arefreſhing ſhower to their ſonls, as well as bodies, Moſt 

| men that havea ſtock of creature-comforts in their hands, 
- | Jook upon all as cotning in an ordinary natural courſe; and 
ſee very little of God in their mercies, Pope Adrian built a 
Colledge at Lovaix, and cauſed this inſcription; to be writ- 
ten, in letrers of gold on the gates thereof ; Trajefinm planta- 


lanted me; Lovain water'd me, and Ceſar gave the iricreale. 
Dot reprove his folly,” wrote underneath , Hic Dei nihil 
fecit 3 Here God did nothing Carnal:men, they fow , 'and 
| Feap, and eat, and look no farther. , | . 
| But now, whcn a man fees his mercies come in by the ſpe- 
cial and aitiduous careof God for him, there is-a double 
ſweetneſs in thoſe mercicsz the natural fiycerriels- which 


comes trom the creature it ſelf.: every one, ever the'beaſts 
Gan taſte that as well as thee 3 but befde that, thixe is 4 ſpi- 
ritug fwecrneſs, farexceeding the former; whictinene but'a 
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believer taſtes: and much of that .comes from the manners 
in which he receives it, becauſe it comes (be it never fo 
courſe. or little)as a Covenant-mercy to hum. He hath given 
bread to them that fear him, hes ever mindful of his Covenant, 
Pſal. 111.5. Luther,who made many a mcal upon a 5roiled 
Herring, was wont to ſay, Mendicato pane bic vivamnus, an 
on hoc pulchre ſarcituv in eo, quod paſcimur pane cum angelis & 
its eterna. Chrijty & Sacramentis 3 Let us be content with 
cou:[: fare here,have we not the bread that came downtrom 
heaven ? do we not feed with Angels 3 A pregnant inltance 
of the ſweetneſs of ſuch mercies, 15 given us by a worthy 
Divine of our own, Mr. Iſzac Ambryſs. © For mine own 
< part(faith he' however theLord hath (een cauſe to give me 
* but a poor pittance of outward things (for waich I bleſs 
<* his name)yet in the income thereot, 1 have many times 
* obſery*d ſo much of his peculiar providence, that thereby. 
* they have been very much ſ{weetned, and my hezrt hath 
© been raiſed to admire his grace. When of late under an 
* hard diſpenſation ( which I judge not m2et to mention, 
« wherein I ſuffer'd with inward peace conſcientiouſly) all 
** ſtreams of wonted ſupplics being opt, the watets* of re- 
© liet for my ſelfand family did run low. I went to bed| 
* with ſome ſtaggerings and doubtings of the fountains let- 
* ting out it ſelf for our refreſhing, but ere I did awake in 
* the morning, a Letter was brought to my bed fide, which 
* was ſigned by a choice friend, Mr. Anthovy Aſp, which 
© xeported ſomi2 unexpected breakings out of God's good- 
* nels for my comfort. Theſe are ſome of his lines —Your 
* Zod, who hath given you an heart thankfully to record 
**-yoar experiences of his goodneſs, doth renew cxperiency 
* tor your incouragement.Now I ſhall report one whict wil 
* raiſe your ſpirit. towards the God of your mercy,&c. Where- 
upon he ſweetly concludes, © One morſel of God's provir 
* ſion, (eſpecially if it come unexpected, and upon prayer, 
* when wants are molt) will be more ſweet to a ſpiritual re 
* liſh, than all former tull injoyments were. by 
_ Many mercies come unask'd tor, ard they require think 
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- { retuen of prayer, their ſweerne(ſs' more than doubles 3. for 
* Tnow its both'God?s bleſſing upon his own inflitation, and a 
ſeal et-to. his promiſe'at 'once, Pſal. 66. 16,17. Doubtleſs 
Hannith found more comfort-in her Samrel,and Rrcb?1 in her 
Naphthali,(the one being ask'd of God,and the other wraſt- 
led for with God (as their names import) than mothers or- | 
dinarily do its their children, | 
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ture as may fit them for the ſervice of God ; what a wretch | of the deſigns 
then am I that have defired only fo much of Religion as may | is Hypocrite.” 


| all their creature-injoyments to Religion, ſo oppoſitely, O 
my ſoul, thou haſt ſubjected Religion to thy worldly intereſt? 
and deſigns. Inſtead of eating and drinking to ſerve God, I 
haye ſerved God that I might eat and drink 3 yea, I have not; 
ly ated beaJow Religion; but below reaſon alfo; for rea-1 
fon dictates plainly,' that the means muſt never be more ex-) 
cellent thary the end. Wretch that I am, to make Religion! 
a ſlave te ray luſt, a ſtirrup to advancement, an axtice 
16 carry on my carnal deſigns : verily I have my: reward 3 
and this is all the good I am ever like to get by it. 

And nolefs ſhould the worlding tremble,to confiderhow 
he hath caſt off the duties of Religion;made them ſtand aide 
and give place tothe world. Inſtead of deſiring fo much on- 
ly as might make him ſerviceable to God, he thruſts afide 
the ſervice of God togetas much -of the world as he can, 
who is (b far from making godlinefs the end of his creature- 
comforts; that heather looks upon it-as an obſtacle and hin- 
derance to ther, May not the very Heathens make me bluſh? 
could Ariftotle deliver this as a truc ritle 'to' proſperity , to 
make Religion our firſt'and chief care? could Ariftippus ſay, 
he would rather neglc& his means than his mind ? his Farm 
{than his ſoul? Will the very Mabometans, how urgent ſoever 
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- {pray? yea,is it-common to a Poverb among the'very Papifts, | 
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fit me to pain the creature !' AS G0d%s people have ſubjected a: 4 
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their buſineſs be, Jay-it all aſide, hve times im the day to | - _— | 
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| that Maſs and meat hinders ne may; ghd yct I that- profeſs | 
my (elf a Chriſtian, thruſt out- duty, for; every : trifle-? -Oh 
wretched foul ! how: hath the -God -of- chis- world- blinded! 
mineeyes ?: can the-world indecd do that forme, that Chriſt 
can do? hath ic ever provcd4true to-them. that truſted' it and 
doted-on it ?. hath it not. at laſt turn'd them-off as men turn 
off a Sumpter horſe at night,that hath been adrudge to- car» 
ry their gold and ſilver for them all day, and at latt is turn'd: 
out with an empty helly and:a'galied back?O how righteous 
will that ſentence of God be ?- Go cry to the gods whom 
thou haſt ſerved !- rel, be. £7 
% |: And may.not many gracious hearts turn in-upon them- 
M; "rg | elves with ſhame and fortw; to conſider how: unſatished 
Aon © |rhey-have been in; that conditign! that others-haye. preferr'd 

ng and-clitcern'd as the greateſt of al-outward merdies ?-I have] 

| jndced;been-fed with food covenjent, but not: contentted : 
| How: hath my.heart been tortured from day todaywith anxi- 
ous thoughts, what ſhall eat-and drink, and wherewith | 
Land mine ſhould be cloathed ?: I-pretend indeed that Igare 
but for a competency of the world, but ſure 1: am, myicares | 
abour. it have been incompetent. Come my-diftrafiful carth+ | 
x ly heart, Ict-me propund a few queſtions to thee about-this 
matter, and anſwer truly to what I ſhall now, demand. of: 
thee. . | '; 
 Haſtthou here a continuing City 7 art thowat' hothe,. or | 
upon thy jqurney,that thou art ſo. ſolicitous abovit the world? 
' | thy profethon. indeed ſpeaks thee ia firanger upon'4arth, but 
thy converſation.a homezdwellcr.. Fraſurs; {aid he defired 
honors and riches,no more thana weary hoxſe doth a haavy. 
| Cloak-bag. Wouldſi thou not account him a fool that would | 
{ viGual his Ship,as much to croſs the Channel to Fraxce,as it 
| ſhe.wore bound forthe Baſt-Indies ? Alas! jt will be but a 
little while, and thenthere will be no more need of any of 
theſe things. *Tis fad, thata ſoul which ſtands at the door 
of eternity, ſhou}d ' be perplexing it ſelf abolit food and 
raiment. ; 
, Or, 21y., Which of all the Saints haſt thou known to. be|- 
the better for much. of the world ? - it hath been ſome mens] 
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{utter-ruin. 'Seldorn doth God ſuffer: men: to: be their own| 
carvers, but they cut-theit own fingers. ' To give: riches ayd) | 
Hleafures to an evil man ( ith Ariſtotle; is but togive wine to one| * 
that bath 2 Fever. Where there is no w ans, there is ufually 
much waxtonneſ7. What a ſad ſtory was that of Pius Quinte, 
When I was in a low condition {{aid he) I had forme com- 
fortable hopes of my ſfalvation,but when 1 came to be a Car- [ 
dinal,l greatly doubted of it 3 but ſince I came to the Pope-} 
dom,I have no hope at all, Though. this poor undone wretch; 
{pake ic out, and others keep it in, yet doubtleſs he hath ma- 
ny thouſand fellows in the world, that might lay as much, 
would they but ſpeak the truth. 7-04 
Andeven Gods own people,though the world hath not | 
excluded them out oſheaven,;yet it hath forely clog'd theny}* 
in the way thither. Many that have been very humble, holy 
and heavenly in a low condition, have ſuffered a fad ebb in a| _ 
full condition. What a cold blaſt have they fault coming from © 
the cares and delights of this life, to chill both -cheir graces; 
and comforts! it had been well for ſo-ne of: God's peoplle,! 
if they had never known what proſperity ment. | . 
Is not this a ſad ſymptom of a declining ſtate of fou?, to 
be ſo hot, eager and anxious about the ſuperfluous trifles of 
this life. Thiok*ſt thou, O my ſoul! that one who walks in 
the views of that glory above, and maintain3 a converſation 
in heaven,cm h2 much taken with thele vanities? dd not the' 
viſions of God vail the tempring (plendor of tho' creature: ! 
It was the opinion 6f ſome of the Schoolmen, that the reaſon | 
why Adam in Paradiſe was not ſenſible of his nakedneſs, was 
becauſe he was wholly takenup in converfing with God.But 
this is certain, lively and ſweet communion with God,blunts-| ; 
and dulls the edge of che affeRions to earthly thfngs 3 dad 
canſt thou be ſatisfiedmy fout with ſuch garns as ate attonded! 
with ſuch ſpiritual loſſes ? COT STE en 
; Toconclude, is it not diſhonourable to God, and a juſti-' 
fication of the way of the'world, for me that-profeſs my felt 
Chriſtian to be as cager after riches as other men ? 4fj 
theſe things do the'nutions ſeek; Mat.- 6: 32. If I had-nofa-: 
heaven, nor promiſe in _ word, it were another 
2- mat- 
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(1) Ia. 5,2, 


d, 93. 


@ Heb.13«5- 
Do 32- 15. 


I $1618.36, 9. 


(6JLuk:8.1 4. 
( 7)Guk-.1 4. 
| 


(8) Mark. 6.8, 


| jitin me to live and a&as I have. done.!' Let- me. henceforth: 
| learn to meaſure and-eſtitnate my. condition, rather: by its 


-| Is ne-way: fit towork or plow withal. 


mens "a fince my; - heavenly father knows whatl havenced| 
pf,and hath:charged 'me-to be carcful inmoching; but only 
tell him iny wants, Phil. 4. 6. How,unbeeoming a thing; is! 


pr ene to Godthan its content and caſe! to my fleſh... 


*F (1) ffuit and ſervice be indeed the end 
To-which my beingand redemption tend, 
Reafon concludes, that.ſtate of. all. the reſt 
| Which is moſt ſerviceable to be beſt. 
And ſuch a fate experience ſhews to lye. 
,*Twixt (2) fylneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
'This goldcn, Mean, is wortha golden Mine 3 
Hethat hath this, ſhould be (3) aſham'd co whine, . *..; 
The full-fed Chriſtian like the (4) Ox.ith ſtall, B61, 


And (5) penury like Pharoah's leaner kine, 

Devours the fatteſt portions of our time, 

That man with whom. this.earthly (6) pleaſure”s found. 

Or in whoſe heart thoſe anxious (7) cares abound 3 . 

And yet can; walk by Scripture -rule and. line, 
Willneed a better head and heart than.mine. F* [ 

A Gngle($) Rtaff the graveller may find | 

Of uſe, and ſervice .but it you ſhould bind }. | 
A.bundle of ther to. bis hack, they*l make | 


F  [(s)Hab:2.6. 
as. (1)PCrrg, 19; 
Heb. xz. 1314.) 

() Job. Is... 
6. Ifa. 36. 6 | 
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Him flack his pace and cry ray ſhoulders (9,) akc. 
I'am:a; 1) traveller, this: wopld's my WAY» .. - ] 
! A ſingle ſtaff may be of uſe to. ſtay . < | 
. My fecblebody, itit:do, notcracks. 

, By roo.hard (2}leaningon it 3 hug. my. "NY » | 
Will bear no more : Alas,, I ſoan-thould tite, » £10656 
And pre gar (9; ) OR. ar ms | | 
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Irather-do(5) ſubmit :nto my, (6) lot; 
But. yet let condeſcending grace admit 

- " Thy ſervants(7) ſuit this once, and this is it, 
.- The ſtaffof bread / 8) convenient let me have, 
And manage it (9) diſcreetly ; ſo *twill fave 
Thy feeble ſervant from the mire and (1) dirt, 
But more or les than this may do me hurt. 

' Or if thou ſay thy ſervant ſhall have none, 
Then ſtrengthen faith that I may go (2) alone, 
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CHAP, V. 


Spent barren Land you can reſtore and nogriſh, 
Decay'd Chriſtians God 54n cauſe to flontifh.. | 


: 
# 
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OBSERVATION. 


Tf Hen Land is ſpent out by tillage,or for want of ma-; 
| nuring, the careful Husbandman hath many. wayes 
to recdver and bring it in heart again. He lets it lye fallow 


| rain, which is to the earth as a ſpring of new bloud toa con- 
ſumptive bedy:  He-cuts down and kills the weeds that ſack 
it out,and cauſes them to make rettitution of what:they haye 
purloined from it,-by rotting upon: the -place -where'they 


Phyſician is of his patient in a languiſhing conditian, 


h for he knows his field will be as grateful .to him, and fully. | 


Lord, to (4 )preſcribe to thee becomes me not, | 


to give it reſt, ; and time to recover it ſelf,» carrics.out- his | 
ſand, me and compoſtyto refreſh and quicken it again, and}: 
in paſture and meadow ground, will wath it(it poſhble)with} 
a current of water, or the float of the wayes atter a fall of}. 


| ob 'As careful are they to. recover it when it is fpent,asan | - 
oneſt 


_ » [requitehis care and coſt. .. | 
, | iv trth 36h 
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(4)Job L2on 2» 


(S) Iſa 49. 4. 
(6)Pla, 1'6:5, 


»7+ 
(7)Gen.18.32, 
(8)Prov. 30.8, 
(92 Eccl. 6. £ 


(1) Pre.30. 9, 


(2) Hab.z.19, 
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{ S man's, ſo God's Husbindry is ſometimes out of caſe, } 

\ not by yielding too many crops, but too few. The my- 
ftica) Husbandm an hath ſome- tields (T mean particular ſo- 
cicties ſons) who were once fragrant and fruitful like | 
a field which God, had bleſſed, bur are now decayed and | 
grown barren 3 whoſe gleanings tormerly, were more than 
ehcir vintagenow 3 the things that are in themare ready to 
dye, Rev. 3- 3. *Tis poilible, yea, too common for gracious 
ſouls to be reduced to a very low ebb, both of graces arid 
comforts 3 how low I will not ay : Our Britiſh Divines tell 
us That grace indeed cannot be 
totally intermitted; nor. fi- 
nally loſt ; but there may be 
an omilhon of the a&, though 
not an amithon of the habit:the }_ 
act may be perverted, though | 
the faith cannot be ſubverted ; 
it may be ſhaken in,though not 
ſhaken out -3 its truits may 


Gratia nec totaliter ihtermit- 
$ituer, mec finaliter amittiiur. 
| Attns omittizur, babitus nou 
amittitnr. Altio pervertitur, 
fides non ſubvertitur. Concu- 
titxr, 10x excutitur. Defluit 
frutins, latet ſuccus. Fus ad 
regnum amittunt demerito- 


 {\ Hewfar true 
 Jerxein a be- 
& ltever may fail, 


rie; non effefiive. | Effedtus 
juftificationis ſuſpenditur; at 
fats juſtificati non diſſolvi- 
ar. "Satt, Britt, | 


fall, but its ſap lyes hid in the | 
root ; they demerit the loſs of } 
the kingdom, but loſe it not ! 
effectively z theeffeCt of juſti> | 


| fication may be ſuſpended, but | 

the ſtate of the juſtified cannot be diflolved. 
Cextain it is, one that like Paxl hath been rapt up with 

| joys even to the third heavens, and cryed,' I am more than a | 

' | aougueror, who'ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God ? may, at * 

another timelyc mourning as at the gates-ot death, crying 

O wretched man thatil am, who ſhall deliver me from the bodyalilts. 

this death? One that hath walked in (weet communiphagitl 

God, funning himſelf inthe light of his countenance, thafj< 
aſterwards walk in darkneſs, and ſte no light, Ia. 59+, 10. Hg:;\* 1 

| that hath caſt anchor within the vail, and rode ſecurely in thei} ;; 
Seek terbour of aſſurance, may ſeem to feel his anchorjj'F 
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b.- | al z yet Tfhgll ariſe though Ifit in darkneſs,the Lord wil 
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| the root theteof was old inthe earth, yet by the ſcent of water it 


| 


Dn ;— 0 


. . 
\ — ©" 
» y 


» Fof hope come home to him, and m adriſt inty the ſtormy 
,Occan again,crying with the Church, Lam. 3. 18. My hope 
[3s periſhed from. tbe Lord. Hiscalm and clcar Air may be over 


| nin 


[faſt overcome. To Dntics.and Ordinances, he may fay,where 


[rouze up it ſelf at laſt, and ſay to Satan that ſtands triumph- 


a. 


p- 


The beavenlyuſef earthly things. 
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caſt and clouded, yea filled with ſtorms and- tempeſts, light- 
and thunders his graces, like under-ground flowers 
io the Winter, may all diſappear, and hide their beautiful 
eads. 

* ToGed h2 may ſay, Iamcaftout of thy ſight 3-1 know 
Hon cant do much, but wilt thou ſhew wonders to the 
dead ? | 

To the Promiſes he may ſay, you are ſweet things indeed, 
but what have I to do with you? I could once indeed rejoyee 
10.you, as my portion 3. butnow I doubtI graſped a ſha- 
dow,, a fancy inſtead of you. To Saints he may ſay, turn 
away from me, labour not to comfort me, O do not” ſpill 


what have I to do with comfort ? to former experiences, he 
may ſay in his haſte, you areall lyars. : To'the l;ghz of God's 
| mtenance, he may lay, farewe) tweet light, 1 ſha)l. behold 
thek no more. To Satan, he may ſay. O mine enemy, thou 
haſtat laſt prevailed againſt me,thou art fironger than Land 


is the ſweetne(s I once found in you ? you were once {ſweeter | 
to me than the hony comb 3 but now as taſtle(s,as the white 


b 


enr ab itlo | 138 

\ But will God leave bis poor creatures helpleſs in ſuch a 
caſe as this? Shall their leat fall, their branches wither, 
their joy, their life, their. heart depart ? will he' (ce their 
graces fainting, their hopes-gaſping, the new creature pant- 
zag, the things that are in them ready to dye,and w#l he not 
regard it ? yes, yes, There 3s hope of .@ tree if it be cut down.and 


will bud, and —__ boughs,like. a plant, Job 14-8 9. This 
poor declined ſoul, as fad as it fits at the gates. of hell, may 


b 3 


bed 


your precious ointments of confolation upon my head , for \ 


of an egg. . Olad relaſpe? deplpred change ! cxantum mnta-| 
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* } light with me,Mich.:7. 8. He may raiſe up himſelf upon his 
| bed of languiſhiog for all thi?, and fay © God though rhax 
haſt chaſtened me ſore, yet-haſt thou not given Ae over unto death. 
He nay turn about to the Saints, that have mourned tor 

him, and with a lightfom countenance fay, Tþ.z{l not dye but 

live, aud declare the works of the Lord. He may (ay tothe Pro- 
miſes, you arc the true and taithtul ſayings of Gad, my ut 
belief did bely you 3 Ifaid in my haſte you were lyars, baCe}. 

I cat my words, I.am aſhamed of iy folly. Surely, O foul! 

there is yet hop: in thine end, thou maylt b2 reſtored, Pal. 

.23.'3. thou mayli yet recover thy verdure, and thy dew be 

as the dew of herbs. For, | 

- - Is he not thy father, and a father full of compafſions and 

bowels? And can a father ſtand by his dying child, fee his 

fainting fits, hear hus melting groans,and pity-begging looks; 
and not help him 3 eſpecially having reſtoratives by hin, 

1 that.can do it ? Sugely, as a father pities his owe children, ſo 
will thy God pity thee, Plal. 103. 12, 13. He will ſpare thee, a# | 

a father - we his own ſon that ſerves him, Mal. 3. 17. Heark, 

| how his bowels yern 3 I have ſurely heard Ephraim bem»aying 

himſelf, is nor Ephraim my dear ſon ? is benot 2 pleaſant child ? | 
for ſince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly remember him jtill, I|- 

will ſurely have mercy on him, Jer. 31.20. 

Doth he not know thy life would be altogether tffclefs to 
him, if. he ſhould not reftore thee ? what ſervice art thou fit 
j to perform to him, in fuch a condition? Thy dayes will con- | ' 

ſume like ſmoke, whilſt thy heart is ſmitten and withered like 
graſs, Plal. 102. 3,4, Thy moneths will be moneths of va- 
nity, they will fly away, and ſce no good; Fob 7. 3.Ithe will 
but quicken thee again, then thou muſt callupon his-name, 

Pſal. 80. 18; but 1n a dead and languiſhing condition, thou 

art:no more ht tor any work, of God, than a ſick man is for 

manual labours 3 and ſurely he hath not put thoſe precious 

and excellent graces of his Spirit within thee for nothing 3 

they were planted there for fruit and ſervice, and therefore 

| doubtleſs he will revive thee again. | p ; 

Yea, doſt thou not think he: ſees thine inability to bear}. 
fuch a condition long ? he-knows thy Spirit wonld-fail before | 
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| child. 


| 2,3, 11, 12. My grisf is heavier than the ſand of the Sea, my 
=} words are ſwallowed up, for the arrows of the Almighty are withix 


LILLE and the poyſon thereof drinks up my ſpirits : the terrorsof 


| tions of his love, will be to thy ſoul,as ſhowers to the-parch- 
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him as much, in the like condition, Pſal. 143.7, 8: Fear me 
 ſpeedily,O Lord, for my ſpirit faileth ; hide not thy face from me, 
leſt The like unto thoſe that go down into the pit, q.d.Lord make 
"hifte and rccover my languiſhing ſoul 3 otherwiſe, whereas 
thou haſt now a fich child, thou wilt ſhortly have a dead 


And in like manner Fob cxpoſtulated with him, .Fob 6.1, 


"God do ſit themſelves in array againſt me, what is my. ſtrength 
"that T ſhould bope ? is my ſtrength the ſtrength of ſtones ? or are 
my bones of braſs'? So Chap. 7. 12. Am Ta Sea,or a Whale ? 
-&c. Other troubles a man may; , but this he cannot bear, 
| Prov. 18, 14. And therefore doubtleſs ſeaſonable and gra- 


bim, and tbe ſoul which he hath made, Iſa. 57.16. David told, ; 


cio.5 revivings will come, He will not ſtir up'all bis wrath.for 
he remembers thou art but ficſh a wind that paſſeth away, and. 


60 it, it he do but unvail his bleſſed face and make it (hine| 
again upon thee, thou art ſaved, Pſa}. 80. 3. the maniteſt2- 


&d graſs 3 thy foul that now droops,and hangs the wing, ſhall 
then revive and leap for joy, Iſa. 61. 1; A new face ſhall 
come upon thy graces, they ſhall bud again, and bloſſom as 
a roſe if he do but ſenda fpring of auxiliary grace into thy 
foul, toactuate the dull habits of inherent grace, the work 
is done 3 then ſhalt thou return to thy firſt works again,Rev. 
2. 4, 5- and fing as in'the dayecs of thy yotuh. 


REFLECTIONS. 


O this is my very caſe, faith many a poor Chriſtian ; thus | 
my foul languiſhes and droops from day to day : *tis good 
news indeed, that God both can and will reſtore my foul, 
but fad that I ſhould fall into ſuch a ſtate. How unlike am1 
to what once I was ? Surely, as the old men wept, when they 


cometh not again,Plal.78. 38, 39. He hath wayes enough to | 


faw how ſhort the ſecond Temple came of the glory of the | 


Gratia gratians | 
poftulat, 
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/hrit, fo may 1 fie down and weep bitterly; to contider how 
much my tir” love, and firſt dutics excelled the pre- 
ſeit. For, \ | Wy | 

| Is my heart ſo much in heaven now,as it was:wont to be? 


| "4: £0 Say,O my ſoul ! doſt thou not remember, when like the 
ReBeRion, beloved Diſciple thou laye/t in Feſws boſom? how didtt thou! ; 
* | (weeten communion with him? how reſtlc(s and impatient ! 
waſt thou in his abſcnce! Divine withdrawments were to! 
thee as the hell of hell : What a burden was the world to] 
me inthoſe dayes ! Had it not been for conſcience of my} . 
| daty, I could have been willing tb let all Iye, that commus]|. 
nion with Chriſt might ſuffer no interruption. When I awa- 
| ked in the night, how was the darknels inlightnzd by the 
| heavenly glimpſes of the countenance of my God upon me ? 
How did his company ſhorten thoſe hours, and beguil - the 
tediouſneſs of the night? O my ſoul, ſpeak thy 'experience, 
is it now as it was then ! No, no, thoſe dayes are patt and 
gone, and thou become much a ſtranger to that heavenly 
life. Art thou able with truth to deny this charge 2 When 
| occaſionally I paſs by thoſe places, which were once to me 
as Facob's Bethel to him Ti{igh at the remembrance of for- 
_ | mer paſſages betwixt me and heaven therezand fay with Fob, 
Chap. 29. O that it were with me as in moneths paſt, as in 
the dayes when God preſerved me, when his candle ſhined upon my 
bead, when by bis light I walked through darkneſs when the Al + 
mighty was yet with me,whenlIput on righteonſueſs and it cloath» 
ed me, when my glory was freſh in me ! when Iremember theſe 
things, my ſoul is poured out within me. | 
Is thy obedience to the commands of Chriſt, and motions | 
to duty, as free aud cheerful as they were wont to be?Call |. 
to mind, my ſoul, the times when thou waſt born down the 
ſtream of love to every duty, it the Spirit did but whiſper 
to thee, ſaying, Seekmyface, how did my ſpirit eccho to his 
calls? ſaying, Thy face Lord will I ſeek, Pſal. 27. 8. If God | 
had any work to be done, how readily did I offer my ſervice? 
| Here'am T'Eord, ſend me. My ſoul made meas the chariorsy 
j of Aminadab; love oyled the wheels of my affections, and }-. 
| bis commandments were n04 grievonsy 4 Joh. 5. 3+ a Fx 
| 5 
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ih The heavenly uſe of eartbly'things, W 


- | thigh, ſaying, What b ve T done? Ah my ſoul ! how digſ{tthou, 


|rit have I grieved? Ah! my oal thou wouldſt have abhorr'd 


day in the world 3 many a tree that hath caſt both leaf and 
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ita rote. There' were no ſuch quarrellings wich the com: 
mand, no ſuch excuſes and delayes. as there are now. No, 

ſuch was my love to Chriſt, and delight to'do his will, that 

I could no more keep back my felt from duty, than a man 

that's carryed away in a crowd. 

- Orlaftly, tell me, O my foul, doſt thou bemoan thy (elf, 
or grieve {o tenderly for fin,'2nd tor grieving the holy Spirit 
of God, as thou walt wont to do? When tormerly I had 
fallen by the hand of a temptation, how was I wont to lye 
in tears at the Lord's feet, bemoaning my ſelf? how did I 
haſten to my cloſet, and there cry like Ezra, Chap. 9. 6. | 
O my God, I am aſhamed,and bluſh to look up uto thee, How did 
I ſigh and weep before him,and like Ephraim,ſmite upon my, 


work, ſtrive, and\calt about, how to recover thy felt again ? 
haſt thou. orgotten, how thou wouldlt tometimnes look up | 
and ſigh bitterly z; Ah! what a God have l provoked? what, 
loye and goodneſs have I abuſed ? ſometimes look 1n, 'apnd.: 


weep, Ah ! what motions did I withſtand?what a good {pi- ! 


thy (elf, thou could never have born it, had thy heart beerr, 
as ſtupid and as relentleſs thenas now. It ever a poor foul had 
reaſon to diſſolve it ſelt into tears. for its fad relapſes, I 
have; | | 7 

But yct mourn not, O my ſoul, as one without hope, Re- 
member, There zs bope in Iſrael concerning this thing. As low 
as thy condition is, it is not deſperate, it isnot a diſeaſe that 
ſcorns a Remedy 3 many a min that hath been ftretcht out 
for dead, hath revived again, and Jived many a comfortable 


TFT. 


| 7 Ig Though my ſoul draw 
deſtroyers, yer he can ſend me a 


1 rightneſs > then foal he deliver me fromgoing down” pita thep 
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| tion of a ſweet morning, aftcr thts dark night. | 


my fleſh ſhall be freſher than a childes, and Tſyall return to the.| . 
dayes of my youth, Job 33+'21. Though my flourith,and much | 

of my fruit too be gone, and I'am a withering tree 3 yet as| 
long as the root of the matter is in me, there is more 
hope of ſuch a poor decayed withered tree, than of the hy-| 
pocrite that wants ſuch-a root, in-all his glory and bravery, | 
His Sun ſhallſet, and never riſe again 3 but I live in cxpecta-, 


Rourze up therefore, O my-ſoul, ſet.thy faith a work on 
Chriftfor quickning grace, tor he hath lite in himſelf, and 
quickens whomſoever he will, Fob. 7. 38. Stir up that little 
which remains, Rev, 3. 2. Hatt thou not ſeen lively flames: 
proeced from glimmering and dying ſparks, when carefully 
coll. &ed and blown up? -g<t amongſt the moſt lively and: 
quickning Chriſtians as iron ſharpens iron, ſo will theſe ſet an 
cdge upon thy dull affcGions, Prov. 27. 17. Acts 18. 15.But 
above all, cry mightily tothe Lord: for. quickning, he: will 
r.ot deſpiſe thy cry. The moans of a diſtreſſed child, work 
upon the bowels ofa tender father. And be ſure to keep: 
within thy view, the great things of eternity,which are xca- 
dy to be revcaled 3 livein the believing and ſerious con- 
templations of them, and-be dead if thou canſt, *Tis true, 
thou haſt reaſon enough trom thy condition, to be for ever 


| humbled; but no reaſon at all from thy God,to be in the leaſt 


diſcouraged. . 


The Poems 


"Hou art the (1)Husbandman, and I 
A worthleſs plot of (2) Husbangdry. 
| Whom ſpecial love did neretheleſs 
Divide (3) from natures-wilderneſs. . 
Then Wd the (4) Sun-ſbine of thy face, 
And ſweet (5) illapſes of thy grace 
Like (6) April ſhowers, and warming gleams 
DiRtil its dews, refle& its beams. 
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My dcad.7 )affeRions the1 were green, 
And hopeful (8, buds on ther were ſeen : 
Theſe into duties ſoon were (9 turn'd 

In which my heart within me (10) burn'd. 
O halcyon dayes ! thrice happy ſtate ! 

Each place was (1) Bcthel, heavens gate. 


What ſweet diſcourſe ! what heavenly (2) talk ! 


Whilſt with thee I did daily (3) walk ! 

Mine eyes o'reftow, my heart doth (4) fink , 
As oft as on thoſe dayes I think. 

For (5) ſtrangeneſs now is got b-tween 

My God and me, as may be ſcen 

By what is (6) now, and what was then 

"Tis juſt as if I were (7) two men. 

My tragrant branches (8) blaſted be, 

No fruits like thoſe that I can fee, 

Some (9) Canker-worm lyes at my root, 
Which(1) fades my kaves, deſtroyes my truit, 
My ſoul is (2) baniſhed from thy fight, 

For this it (3)'mourneth day and _ 
Yet why doſt thou (4) deſponding lye ? 
With (5) Jonah caft a backward eyc. 
Sure in thy God help may behad. 
There's precious (6) balm in Gilead. 
That God that made me ſpring at firſt, 
WhenT was barren, and (7) accurſt; 
Can much more eaſily (8) reſtore 

My foul'to-what it was before. 


*T'was (9) Haman's (1) Fob's (2) and David's caſe, 


Yet all recover'd were by grace. 
A word, a (3) ſmile on my poor ſoul ; 
Will make it perfe&, ſound, and whole. 


' A(4) glance of thine hath ſoon diffolv'd 


A ſoul in fin, and grief involv'd. 
Lord, if thou, (5) canſt not work the cure; -. 


Iam contented to endure, 


CHAPF-| . 


1 (9) PAa.82, 
1) Job 14. | J 


(8)Canc. 9.12, 


f1 )Gcn, 28. 
I6, 17, 

(2) Exod, 34, 
29. 

(3) Gen. Ss. 7: 
(4) Pla.4 2. 6» 
(5) Cant. 5.6. 


@) Rev.z, 5, 


(7)2Chyr. 17.3. 
(3) Pſa.noa 4. 


(+) La 644 6. 


(4)Pa.qz.t 1; 
(s) Jen 7 


(6) Jer, 8. 22, 


8) Pla. 23.3. 


2) Pla.z0, 
3) Pſa.ta. 33 


(4) Luk 22, 
G1, 62, | 


(7) Jens.” _ 


(9)AQs9, 11; 
(10)Lu.24.33 |. 


(9) Iſa. $9.2, | + 
(z)e(al.88, 6, |. 
114. 

| (3) Pſal.79: 2. | 


(7) Bi 16. 


1 (5) Jeraav, x9; [+ 
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Upon the un» 
curabvleneſs of 
{ome bad 
ground, 


' [more ſhowers it receives, the worſe it proves. For theſe do| 
no way fecundate or improve it 3 nothing thrives there, but 


O—— 


CHAP, VI. 


No 5hill can mend the miry ground, and ſure 
Some ſou!s the Goſpel leaves as paſt a cwe. 


aw 


OBSERVATION. 


Lthough the induſtry and skill of the Husbandman can 

-A make Cone ground that was uſcleſs and bad, good for 
tillage or paſture, and improve that which was barren, and 
by his coſt and pains make one Acre worth ten; yet ſuch is 
the nature of ſome rocky or miry ground, where the water 
ſtands, and there is no way to cleanſe it, that it can never b: 
made fruitful. The Husbandman is fain to let it alone, as an 
incurable piece of waſte and wotthleſs ground 3 and though 
the Sun and clouds ſhcd their influences on it, as well as. up- 
on better Land, yet that doth not at all mend it. Nay, the 


worthleſs flags and ruſhes. 

| APPLICATION. 
M2 alſo there are under the Goſpel, who are given 0- 
| ver by God to judical blindnc(s, hardneſs of heart, a 
reprobate ſenſe, and perpetual barrenge(s; ſo.that how ex-| 


cellent ſoever the means are which they enjoy, ahd how ef- 
ficacious ſoever, to the converſion, edification and ſalvation 


the miry plac 5s thereof, and the marſhes thereof ſhall never be 


fi 11. Every thing whereſoever the River comes ſhall live, +, 


ealed, bit be giv ento ſalt; (i..c.) given.to an obſtinate and 
everlaſting barre-nneſs. Compare Det. 9. 23. By theſe wa-| - 
ters, ſaith judicious Mr. Strong, underſtand the do@tine of} © 


Gaſpel 3 as Rev, 21, 2. a Riverof water of life, clear as | 


Chriſta. | 


_ 's 1 
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of others 3 yet they ſhall never do their ſouls good, Ezck:ÞF: 
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Chriftal. Hic flavins cſt aberims difiving Chrits, ſaith Mr. 


yet theſe waters do not heal the miry mariſh places, (3.'e.) 
inen that live untruittully under Ordinances, who.are com- 
pared'to miry and marilh places in three reſpects. 

(1) Inmiry places the water hath not free paſſage, but 
flands and ſettles there. So 1t-is with theſe barren fouls ; 
theref ore the Apoſtle prayes, that the Gofpel may run and be 
gloritied, 2 Theſ: 3-1. The word is ſaid to run, when it meets 


| with no ſtop, Czem libere propzgater, when It is freely propa- 


gated and runs through the whole man 3 when it mects with 
no {top either in the mouth of the ſpeaker, or hearts of the 
wt as it doth in theſe, 


this mixture makes mire, So when the truths of God do 
mix with the'corruptions of men, that they either hold ſome 
truthsend yet live in their laſts,or elſe when men do make 
uſe of the truths of God to juſtifie and plead' for their 
fins. Or, 

(3) When as in a miry place, the longer the water ſtands 


in it, the worſe it grows 3 {0 the longer men abide under 


oxow : Thele 


- Ordinances, the more filthy and polluted they g 


curable, deſperate. 

O this is a ſad caſe, and yet very-common ! Many perſons. 
are thus given over z as incorrigible-and hopele(s, Rev.22.11 
| Let bim that 32 filthy, be filthy fill. Jer. 6. 29, Reprobate ſilver 
ſhall men call them, fer-the Lord hath rejefled them. Ila, 6. Go 
| make the beart of this people fat, their ears dull, &c. 


C: | -  Chriſtexecutes by the Goſpel that curſe upon many ſouls, 


which he denounced againſt the hg-tree, Mat. 21. 19, Let 


fearful judgment indeed, a curſe with a witneſs 3 the ſum of 
all plagues, miſeries and judgments a fatal ftroke at the root 


| It {clf, It's a wo to have a bad heart, faith one) but it's: the 
depth of wo,to have a heart that ſhall never be made better, |. 
| {Abe barren under the Goſpel is a fore judgment, but 'to 

£974 on | -——+ have 


' Brightman. This River is the molt truittul doctrine of Chriſt, | 


are the miry places that cannot be healed, their diſeaſe is Wt, 


| to fruit grow on thee benceforth for ever,and immediately the fig- | 
tree withered away. To be'given up to fuch a condition, 1s. a 


| 


: 


(2) Ina miry place,the earth and water is mixt together ; |. 


. 
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have that pertanax ſterilitas, a pertinacious barrenneſs3 this is] Þ 
to be twice dead, and pluckt up by the root, as Fade] 
| ſpeaks. ; | 
- And to ſhew you the wofal and miſerable ſtate and plight 
of ſuch men, let the following particulars be weighed, 
(1) Its a ſtroke at the ſoul it ſelf, an inward fpiritual judge- 
| ment ; and by how much the more inward and ſpiritual any 
judgment is, by ſo much the more dreadtul and lamentable, 
| As ſoul-mercies, are the beſt of -mercies ; ſo, ſoul-judge-| 
| ments, are the ſaddeſt of all judgments. If it were but a tem- 
poral-ſtroke upon the body,the loſs of an eye,an ear, a hand, 
a foot, though in it ſelf it would be a confiderable loſs; yet| 
1t were nothing to this, Omnia Ders dedit dupliciz/(aith Chry- 
 ſoſtom} ſpeaking of-bodily members 3 God hath given men 
double members, twoeyes, it one be loſt, the other ſup- 
plics its wants 3-two hands,two ears, two feet, that the fail- 
"Ou iv y- [11g of one, may be ſupplyed by the help of the otherzanimam 
Yen T4 [90r0 nam 5 but one ſoul, if that periſh, there-is notahother 
| oecguevor, , |fo lupply its loſs. The ſoul, faith a Heathen, is the man, that 
Plato. {which is ſeen is not the man. The Apoſile calls the body, a 
vilebody, Phil. 3.21. and fo it is-compared with the ſoul ; 
and Damiel calls it the Sheath, which is but a contemptible 
thing to the ſword, which is in it. O it were far better that 
many bodies periſh, than one ſoul 3 that every member were 
made the ſeat, and ſubje& of the moſt exquitite torture, than 
ſuch a judgment ſhould fall upon the ſoul. 

(2)Ir's the (evereſt iroke God can infii& upon the: ſoul 
in this life, to give.it up to barrenneſs 3 becauſe it cuts off 
all hopes, fruſirates all means, nothing can be a bleſſing to 
him, If one come from the dead, if Angels fhould deſcend 
{from heaven to preach to him 3 there is no hope of him, *If 

| ſhuc up a man, who canopen? Fob. 12. x4. As there was 
{none found in heaven or earth, that could open the ſeals of: 
that book, Rev. 5. 5. fo is there no opening Le the hand' of | 

the moſt able and skilful Miniſtry, thoſe ſeals: of hardhels, |- 

blindneſs and unbelief,thus impreſſed upon the ſpirit. Whom] 
juſtice ſo locks up, mercy will never let out, This is that]: 
which makes up the Anathema' Maratatha, 1 Cor, x6. 22+]: 
| oh, which} 
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| fort andfweetnels of Religion. Aman may: pray, hear, and 


| : + [Which are alwaycs reſtrained. | bY «£1 
|; God hathfaid toifuch,; as he did.to them, Gen.. 6.. 3+, My | 


6 
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X* | (ra 15 the dreadfulleſt-curſe in all the book of 'God, ac-|' 
{pcurſed till the Lord come. : 


(3) *Tis the mott indiſcernable ſtroke to themſelves, that 
can be, and by that fo much the more deſperate. Hence 
there is ſaid to be poured out upon them the ſpirit offlumber, 
Ta.29.195.The Lord hath poured out upon you the ſpirit of deep. 
ſleep,and bath cloſed your eyes. Myntanus renders it, The Lord 
hathmingled upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep, Aud lo it isan{ 
allufion to a ſoporiterous Medicine mingled, and made up of 
opium and (uch like fiupitactive ingredients, which caſts a 
man- into ſach a dead ſleep, that do what you will to him, 

feels, he knows it not. Make their eyes heavy, and their | 
ars dull > lett they ſhould ſee, and hear, and be converted, Ila. 6. 

,10. This is the heart which cannoc repent, which is {po- 
en of; Rom. 2. 5- For men are not ſenſible at all of this 
judgment,” they do not in the leaſt "ſuſpect it, and that is 
heir miſery. Though they be curſed trees which ſhall never 
ear any fruit to lite, yet many times they bear abundance! 
if other fair and pleaſant fruits to.the eye,excellent gifts and: 
tare indowments ? and theſe deceive and undo them, Max. 
7. 22. We haveprophecytd in thy name; this tnakes thezwound 
deſperate, that there is no tinding of it, no probe to| 


ſearch it. | 
+ (4) Tis a ſtroke that cuts off from the / ſoul. all the coms 


confer, but all thoſg duties are dry ftalks unto him, which 
yield no meat, noTolid ſubſtantial nutriment 3; ſome com-| 
mon touches upon the affections he may ſometimes find in 
duty, the melting voice or Rhetorick of the [Preacher may 
perhaps ſtrike his naturalaffeRions, as another Tragical o- 
ry pathetically delivered may dozbut to have any read thee 
munion-with Godin Ordinances, any diſcoverics- or: views. 
of the beauty of the. Lord in them, that he cinnot have z 
for thele are the ſpecial effe&s and operations of the Spirit, 
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Mt fall no longer ſtrive with them, and: then what ſweetneis 


there in Ordinances.?. :'What'ts the. Word ſeparated from | 
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the Spirit, but a dead Letter ? it's the Spirit. that quickens-]. 
> Cor. 3- 2. Friend, thou muſt know that the Goſpel works | 
not like a nataral cauſe upsn thoſe that hear it; if fo, the &- 
fect would alwayes follow, unleſs miraculouſly ftopt and 
hindred 3 but it warks like a moral zaftituted cauſe,whole cth- 
 cacy and ſucceſs dep:nds upon the arbitrary concurrenze off 
the Spirit with it. The wind blows where it liſteth, ſo is every | 
ove that is born of the ſpirit, Joh. 3. 8. Of bis own will begat he | 
us by the word of truth.Ordinances are as the pool of Betheſda, 
} which had its healing vertue only when the Angel moved the 
waters x but: the Spirit never moves olagpy upon the wa- 
cers of Ordinances, for the healing of  rhele fouls; how ma- 
ny years foever they lye by them, Thoughothers feel a Di-| 
vine power in them, yet they ſhall not. As the men that] 
travelled with Paxl, when Chriſt appeared tohim from hea-: 
ven, they faw the light, but heard not the voice, which he 
heard to ſalvation : So it is with theſe, they: ſee. the Mini+|]: 
ſers, hear the words, which are words of falvation-to others, 
but not ſo to them, Concerning theſe miſerable ſouls, we 
may ſigh and ſay to Chrift, as Martha did corcaning her| 
| brother Lazarss ; Lord, if thou hadſt been. here, in this Ser-1 
,j mon, or in this praycr,this ſoul had nat remained dead. But 
here is the woe that lyes upon him,God is departed from the! 
mens, and none can help him. II HOT © 
(5) *Tisſach a ſtroke. upors the {piric of man; as is a] - 
feartulſign of his eternil reprobation. *Tis true, we cannot | 
poſitively lay of a manin+ this life, he is areprobate, one} 
that God willnever ſhew mercy to 3 but yet there are ſome} 
ble marks of it upon ſome men.in this world, and they | 
arc of a trembling conſideration where-ever they appear ? 
of which this is one of the ſaddeſt, 2 Cor- 4+ 3. If onr Goſpel | 
be hid *tis bid #0 thoſe that are loft in whom theGod of this world: 
bath blinded the minds of themwhich believe not 3 leſt the light of | 
+ the glorious Goſpel of Chrift,zebo is the image of Goh, ſhould ſhine 
xnto them. So Ad. 13-48. As many as were ordained iento exer-| 
ual life believed. Te believe not. b:cauſt ye are net of myſbtep,Joh. | 
10. 26. And again, Mef.13-11. Toyon#t is given te know the | ol 
myſteries of the Kingdoms bat to them 3d if not given. There can- {1 
HF] | not} 
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not be a more dreadfulCharadter of a perſon marked out for 
wrath, than to continue under the Ordinances, as the Rocks 
and{miry places do under the natural influences of heaven. 
What bleſled opportunities had F#das?he was under Chritt's 
own Miniſtry, he often heard the gracious words that pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth; he was nigtt and day in his compa- 
ny, yet never the better 3 and why? becauſe he was. the fon 


of perdition that is, a man appointed to deſtruttion and 
wrath. 

(6) And laſily, toadd no more. *Tis ſuch a ſtroke of God 
upon the ſouls of men, as immediately foreruns hell and 
damnation, Heb. 6. 8. Bat that which beareththorns 4nd bryars 
lis rejedted, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe endis to be burnt So. 
that look as ſome Saints in this world, have had a prelibation 
or foretaſte of heaven;which rhe Scripture calls z2he earneſt of 
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the door . We'rnay ſay of it, as *tis ſaid of the pale horſe in 
the Revelation, that hell follows it., If a man abide aot in me 


[ (faith Chriſt, Fob 15.6.)be 3 caſt forth as a branch and wi- 
' [eberetl;, which is the very tate of theſe barren, curſed ſouls, 


caſt them into the fire, and they are burned, Lo, this is the 
vengeance which the Goſpel executes upon this barren 


ground. 
REFLECTIONS. 


Well then, bleſſed be God that made me feel the ſaving 
Power of the Goſpel. O, let God be exalted for ever for 
this mercy ! that how defeRive foever I am in common 
gifts, though I have a dull underſtanding, a leaking memory, 
- [a ftammering tongue 3/ yet I have felt, and do feel the power 


the Spiritz To this is a precurſor of hell, a fign of wrath ar | 


Andwhat follows ? Why, faith he, men gather them, and| 


$ [ofthe Goſpel upon my heart; I blefs thee (my God,)} thae 

* [aRthough I labour under many ſpiritual infirmitics, yet Iam 
| rnot fick of this incurable diſeaſe. 1 rs..* Ava thee indeed 
Jaſt cauſe to inflict and execute this dreadful'carſe upon me 


Uh ; but thou haſt not_ dealt with me after my deferts; but 
| ait- I 


=. jaceording to the riches of thy mercy. Some little fr 
| 72. vu LIE OD: I 2 bring, 
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+ TThe formal: - 
Profeſſors Re- 
f1&aion, 


ſais Chrift, Rom.7: 4. And this hath more in it as to my com- 
for:, than all the glittering gifts and ſplendid performances 
of the moſt glorious-hypocrite can yicld.to him.. It I might 
have my choice{faith one,I'would chuſe and prefer the moſt 
deſpicable and ſordid work of a.ruftick Chriſtian, before all 
the vicorics of Alexander and triumphs ot Ceſar. Blifſed 


bleſſings, in heavenly things in Coriſt 7eſus. 


be my duty. . | 
| O,then, how little cauſe have I to make my boaſt of Or- 


bear ſpirituaVfruit under-them ? it I. well conſider my con- 


theſe things. It may be; while Lhave been glorying in them, 
and lifting up my ſecure Reart upon them, the Lord hath 


' ecuting, this horrible curſe by them. Shall-1boaft, that with 
Capernaum,T am [ifted up to beaven;fince Lmay with her Jt laſt, 
be caft down to. hell ?-And it ſo, Loxd, what a hell will my, 


| was looking upon Feruſslem, under the, fame conſideration 


19-41. He wept overit; ſaying, if thou had; known, even thaw, 


diſtinguiſhing Ordinances, but have they not been, all dry 


therefore be the Lord who hath, abounded unto me.in all ſpiritual 
{ cannot remember a Sermon as another can,. but bleſſed | 


be.God that I any able to favour it, and feel it 3 that I have| 
an heart to.love,and a will ta obey, all-that Gad. diſcovers to |. 


dinances, and glory in my cxternal priviledges, who nevcr| 


been ſecretly blaſting my ſoul under them,and"inſenſibly.ex-| 


hell bz ? it will be more tollerable for Sodom an@ Goamorrha| 
than tor me. It drew tcars trom the eyes of Chriſt, when he | - 


that I doubt I have cauſe to look upon my own ſoul, Luke | 


now, but it would be deſperate.and 


thou execute this curſe.,upon me.. 


irrecoverabk, ſhould, 
| ” 
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| bring forth, and what it is,is by vertue of my union with Fe- 


dition, there is matter of trembling, and not of gloryzng in|: * 


6 % 


at leaſt in this vhy day.the thingswhich belong to thy peace;but now | _ ; 
' they are bid from thine eyce. So long I have been a Hearer, | 
a Profeſſor of the Goſpel, ſo many years I have injoyed its.} 


and empty things to me ?-hath not the ſpirit of formality} } 
' ated rme in them? have not (elf ends, and worldly reſpeQts;}.} 
"lain at: the, bottom of my beſt duties? have not my dilcour-{ | 
ſes in communion with the Saints,been Trade.words, {peak- | 

ing what I have leafnt, but not felt ? {ad is my, condition: F 
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| blelling in the bud, Tſa. 65. 8. 
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{ledg my unprotitableneſs under the means hath b:zenſhame- 


' which thou haſt curſed ? I am told but now, that oa whom 
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l . And what may I think of my condition? Lord;Tacknow- 


| ful; and this hath made my condition doubthal. I'have often | 6-1 Chriſtians 


trembled for fear, Icft my root had b:en blaſted by ſach 
acurſe ; but if fo, whence is his trembling ? whenc2 theſe 
fears and ſorrows about it ? doth ſuch truit grow in that ſoy] 


this judgment falls, to them thou giveſt an heart that cannot 
repent. Lord, . I blels thee for thele evidences of treedom | 
from the curſe ; for. the fruits of tear, forrow, and-holy ! 
jealouſie. The Laws of men (pare for the truits fak».and wilt 
not thou ſpare me allo my God, it there Be tound 1 me a 


To conclude, what a ſerious RefieRtion Fhould this - occa- | 


fion in every diſpealer of the Goſpel ? how ſhould: he fay | 


that word,which 18 to be 2 ſavore of life or death to theſe ſonls, 
upon how many of my poor Hearers:inay the: curſe of -per- 
petual barrenneſs be executed th&day ! O how ſhould ſuch 
a thought melt his. heart into. compathon over themy and 
make him beg hard, and plead earvcitlPwich God for a bet- 


a8 tc iy The Goſpel, | 
when he gocs to preach th2 Golp?}, lam now going'to preach | Precdre Ke 
bw 


ter iſſue of the Goſpel than this upon them? - . E 


The P O08M«- 


F On that befides your pleaſant fruitful ficlds, 
Have uſeleſs bogs, and rocky ground that yields . 
You no advantage, nor doth quit your coft, 
But all. your pains and charges on them's lol, 
Hearken to me, Fle teqch you how to get : 
More profit by them, than if they were et - 
At higher Rents than what your Tenants pay 
. . For your moſt fertile Lands ; and here*s the way / 
Think when you view them, why the Lord hath choſe 
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panam preg- | 
n iti deferiunt, | 
Chryſoſkt: * 
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_ F /» Theke, as the(x Emblems to decipher thoſe 
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(3 JHe-.6.8. 
(4) Mar..45- 


($):Sam-23 4 
(6s) Cant 2-12 


'} (7)Efa. 65.13: 
f ($)JEzt- 4711 


| (9) Job 8. 11+ 


(1) Deur-222. 


& IC 10)Luk,$.14 


Jer. 17:$36. 


— 
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(2) :Tim- 3.13. 


- | (2) lla.y 6. f 
| (3)2 Cor. 2.16. 

| (4)Pfa.92; 13, 
{5) Va.6: 9,10. 

1 (6)Megr. 11.20. 

17) ta, 5.54, 

| (9) Ifa,6. 16-| 


That'under Goſpel-grace grow worſe and (2) worſe; 
For means are fruitleſs ; where the Lord doth/z curſe, 
Sweet ſhowers deſcend, the $un his beams refledts 
Oa both (4) alike 3 but not with like effc&s. 
Obſerve, and ſee how after the ſweet ſhowers 
The graſs and corn (5) reviv2 3 the fragtant (6) flowers 
Shoot forth their beauteous heads, the valleys (7) ling, 


-. All freſh, and green as in the verdent ſpring, 


But rocks arebatren ſtill, and (8) bogs are fo 3 
Where nought but flags, (9)and worthleſs ruſhes grow. 
Upon theſe mariſh grounds there lycs this curſe, 
The more rain falls 3 by ſo much more the worſe. 
'Evenfo the (1) dews of grace, that ſweetly fall, 
From Goſpel (2) clouds, are not (3) a like to all. 
The gracious foul doth (4) getrhirtate and bud, 
But to the Reprobate it doth (5) no-good. 
He's like the withered(6) fig-tree, void of fruit; 
A fearful curſe hath ſmnte his 'very (7 )root. 
The heart's made fat, the (9) eyes with blindneſs ſeal'd; 
The piercing truths the Goſpel ere reveal'd, 
Shall be to him but as the Sun and rain 
Are to obdurate rocks : (10) fruitleſs and vain, 


Be this your meditation when you walk 


By rocks, and fenny grounds,thus learn to talk 


"With your own ſouls: and let it make you fear 
-Left that's your caſe that 15 deſcribed here. 


This is the beſt improvement you can make. 


Ofſuch bad gtound : good ſoul, I pray thee take 
Some pains a 


t them 3 though they barren be, 
Thou ſeeſt how they may yield ſweet fruits to thee. 
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The bedwenty ufe\ of earthly things. | 


CHAP, VIL 


The Plowman genides his plough with care and kill, 
So doth the Spirit, it found convittion fill, 


<—_— — n— 


OBSERVATION. 


q Tf requires not only ſtrength, but much. skill and judg- 

ment, to manage and guide the plow. The Hebrew word 
which we tranſlate to plow, ſignifies to be intent, as an Ar- 
tificer is about ſome curious piece of work. The plow. muſt 
neither go too ſhallow nor too deep in the earth 3 .it muſt 
not indent the ground by making crooked furrows, nor le | 
and make baulks in good ground; but be guided as toa ;alt 
depth of earth, ſo to caft the farrow in a ſiraight line, that 
the floor or ſurface of the field may be made plain. Asit is 
Ia. 28. 25. And hence that expreſſing, Luke 9g. 62. He that 
puts his band to the plow, and locks back,, is not fit for the king- 
dom of heaven. The meaning is, that as he that plows, muſt 
| have his eyes alwayes forward, to guide and dire& his hand 
in w_ the farrows ſtraight and even (for his hand will 
4 y out when his eye is off). So he that heartily xc- 

ves 

to the buſineſs of Religion, and not havehis mind intangled 
with the.things of this world, which he hath left behind himz 


: A as much $kill as ttrength. 
| APPLICATION. 
dow forth this propolition in Divizity. That the work, 


Spirit in convincing and hambling the heart ofa fin- 
15a work wherein much of the wiſdom,as well as power 


or:heaven, mnſt addi& himſelf wholly and iatently | 


whereby it appears, that the right management of the plow 


£ | 
8 Obfervation"ia #2ture, ſerves-excellently to ſha- 


Upon theplow-| 


ing of Corn- | 
land, | 

>. 

Pay 

1 4 

fy 

# 

wa. / 

Ty 4 

S| 

*« D "RN 


t God is diſcovered. . The work of repentance and ſaving 
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{1 0, 


1} Gl: (ſins Rhet, | 
| /4CrY0y Pp. 300. 


Farillin Job, 
+ Chap. 4. v, 4+ 


Roſe yyoay 
| punttim cedg 
-pungends pene- 


And-the rcſcmblance bctwixt both theſe works, appears in 
the tollowing particulars. . 
| - (1) *Tis a hardand difhcult work to plow,it's reckoned 

one of the painfalleſt manual laboi,rs. Ir 1s alfoa very hard 
thing to convince and humble the heart of a ſecure, ſtout, 
{andproud ſinner, indurate in wickedneſs. What Lyther faith 
tof a dejedted ſoul, That it i7 a eafte to raiſe the dead as tocoms- 
[ fort ſuch a one.. The iamc I. ay lay of the ſecure, confident 


| 4, * - .  * * 
{triton upon {uchia heart. Citins ex pumice a;uam  all-the 
melting language and earnc{t intreaties of the Goſpel, can- 


ſheart of ſtone, Ezek. 36. 26. a firm rock, Amos 6. 12. 
{{hall horſes YAH Hpon the rock ? will one plow there with oxen ? 


rocks do'rendand yield ro the power of the word. 
* (2) The plow pierces deep into the boſom of the earth, 
makes{as it were) a deep gaſh or wound in the heare- of it, 


word divides the'ſoul ant ſpirit, Heb:4. 12."It comes npon; the 
conſcience with fach'pincliing dilemmas, and tilts the ſword 
of conviion {o'deep into their fouls, that there is no Rench- 


ome and undertake the' cure. Herer later; lethalis arzndo- ;. 
thisbarbedirtow/eantior be pulled quit of their Rcarts by any 
wa the hand that ſhot it in; Diſcourſe with Tuch "a ſoul a- 


Falls 0. is diffolve 


"-: <3 ff), Rin 1! 
at t e noiſe of bis w-41of [houts, 
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contrition, is ſet forth in Scripture by this Metaphor of 
plowing, Fer-4. 3- Hiſ- 10. 12. Plow up your fallow ground; 
that is, be convinced, humbled, and broken hee7ted tor fin. 


ſinner. *Tis as cafie to rend therocks, as to workaving.con-| 
{not urge ſuch a heart to ſhed a tear : Therefore it's called al. 


er when the Lord comes in the' power of his Spirit, theſe | 


So doth the Spirit Upon the hearts of ſinners, he pierces, their |: 
|yery,ouls by conviction, 48.2:37. Then they heardaligezhe) 
were pricked { of pterced point blaiick). to th bears. "Then the 
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ing the bloud, no healing this. wound, "till Chriſt himſelf}/ | 
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af The beavenly uſe of earthly things, 


| ther before, there was no parting of them, they would as! 


{the heart is rent for them truly, it is alſo- rent from them e- 


| , 
der a fair green ſurface, from the eyes of men. 


| the ſecrets ofhis heart are made manifeſt, 2 Cor. 14 24, 25, 


** {hamebut the word follows him through all his ſinful ſhifts, 
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the ſtouteſt and moſt mignanimous ſoul would fink and' 
drown, did not Feſwus Chriſt by a ſecret and ſupporting hand, | 
hold it up by the chin. | 
(3.) Theplow rends the earth in parts and pieces, which | 
betore was united, and makes thoſe parts hang looſe, which 
formerly lay clols. Thus doth the Spirit of conviction rend 
in ſunder the heart, and jts moſt beloved Juſts, Foe. 2. 13. ! 
Rent your hearts, and not yonr garments \ that 1s, rather then 
your garments for the ſenſe is comparative, though the ex- 
prethon be negative. And this rending implyes,not only acute ! 
painzfeſh cannot be rent aſunder without anguiſh, nor yet 
only torce and violence; the heart is a ſtubborn and knotty 
Piece; and will not cafily yield,but it alſo implics'a diſunion 
of parts united:2s when a garment,or the earth,or any conti- 
nuous body is rent z thoſe parts are ſeparated which tormer- } 
ly<cleaved together. Sin and the foul were glewed falt toge-} 


ſoon part with their lives, as with their lets; but now when 


verlaſtingly, Ezek.7.15.to 19. 
(4) The'ptow tuens up, and diſcovers ſuch things as lay 
hid in the boſom of the carth before, and were covered un-, 
Thus when: 


the Lord plows up the heart of a ſinner by conviction, then 


the moſt ſecret and ſhameful fins will then 0:t-3 torthe word 
of God'ir quick and powerful. ſharper than any two edged ſword, | 
Piercing even t0 the dividing of the ſoul and ſpirit, the Joints and 
marrorw,and is a quickdiſcerner of the thoughts,and ſecret intents 
of the heart, Heb. 4. 12. It makes the fire burn inwardly, fo 
that the ſoul hath no reſt till confeſſion give a vent to. trou- 
ble. Fin would the ſhuffling finner conceal and hide his | 


and brings him at laſt to be his own, both accuſer, witnels 


and judge. NN LIES 
(5-) Thework of the plow is but oprs ordinabile : a pre- 


parative work in order to fruit. Shoald the Husbandman 
low his ground never fo often, yet ifthe ſeed be not caſt i 
'K an 
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ion alſo is but a preparative toa farther work upon the ſoul 
of a ſinncr. If it ſtick *there,.and go no farther, it proves 
but an abortive or untimely birth. Many have gone thus far, 


ration 3 for hereby their fin is greatly aggravated, and their 
eternal miſcry ſo, much the morc increaſed. O when a poor 
| damned creature ſhall with horror refle&t upon himſelf. in 
hell, how ucer was I once under ſuch a Sermon, to conver- 
ſion ? My fins were ſctin order, before me, my conſcience 
awakened and terrified with the guilt of them 3 many 'pur- 
| poſes and reſolves I had thento turn. toGod, which had they-} 
= perfected by anſwerable executions, I had never. come | 
 to.this place of torment 3. but there I ſtuck, and that was my 
eternal undoing. Many fouls have I known ſo terrified with 
| the guilt of fin, that they have come roaring, under. horrors 
of conſcience to the Preacher 3 ſo that one would. think. ſuch 
4 breach had been made betwixt them and lin,as could never 


be reconciled ; and.yet, asangry as they were in that fit with, 
fin; they haye hug'd and imbraced them again. 


mollifigd ky the ſhowers of rain, then the. work goes on} 
(weetly and caſily. And never doth-the heart ſo kindly. melr, 
ja when the Goſpel clouds difolve, and the free grace. and,j 
love ot Feſies Chriſt comes ſweetly ſhowring down upon it 31, 
' then it-relents and mourns ingenuouſly, Ezek. 16. 63. That 
thoz mayeſt remember, and be confounded,. and never open thy | 
mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame, when TI ampacified towards, 


tent, Lyke7. 38. when the Lord Jeſus had diſcovered to 
her the ſuper-abounding riches of his-grace, in the pardon of 
her manifold abominations;her heart melted within her, ſhe, 
waſhed the fect of Chriſt with tears. And indeed, there is 


terrors of the Law, and thoſe which are extraded by, the | 


, 
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ad quickned,,in vain is the Harveſt, cxpe&ed. Thus convi- | 


and there they have ſtuck 3 they have beenJike a field plow- þ, 
ed, but. not ſowed, which is-a matter of trembling conſide-J* 


— — — w—— —- _— 
- 
_ 
by 


(6,) Tis beſt plowing when the earth is prepared. and | 


thee for all that thor haſt dune. So it was with thac poor Pcnt-| 


as much difference betwixt the tears which are forced by the}. 


grace of the Golpel, as there is betwixt-thoſe of a condemn-,*_ 
ed malcta&or, who weeps to conſider the miſery. hg,_is Ny | 
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der, and thoſe of a pardonep maletaCtor, that receives his 
pardon at the foot of the ladder, andis melted by the mer- 
& and clemency of his gracions Prince towards him, 

(7) The plow*kills thoſe rank weeds which grew in the 
eld, turns them up by the roots, buries and rots them. So 
doth ſaving convi&ion kill fin at the root, makes the foul 
fick of it, begets indignation in the heart againſt it, 2 Cor. 
Y | 7. 11. The word there fignities the rifing of the ſtomack, 

and being angry even unto ſickneſs religious wrath is the 


. + | fierceſt, wrath, now the ſoul cannot endure fin,trembles at it. 


 TIffnd a woman move bitter than death (faith penicent Solomon } 
Ece!, 7. 26, Convidtion like a ſurfer, makes the foul to loath 
what it formerly loved and delightrd in. 


and skips over good ground, and makes baulks, it muſt turn 
up the whole ficld alike 3 and that heart is not favingly con- 
icted where any luſt is ſpared and left untouched. Saving 
Conviction extends it felt to all fins, not only to fin in gene- 


.culars of fin, yea, to the particular circumſtances and aggra- 
vations of time 3 place, manner,occafions, thus and thus have 
I done; to the {in of #atwre, a5 well as praiſe, behold I was 
ſhapen in iniquity, Pſal. 5t. 5. There mutt be no baulking of 
any {in 3 the ſparing of one 1m, isa ſure argument thaw art 
not truly humbled for any ſin. So far is the convinced ſoul 
from a ſtudious concealment of a beloved tin, that it *weeps 
over that, more than over any other acual ſin. 

which by long lying out of tillage, is more conſolidated and! 
clung together, by decp rooted thorns and biambles, which 
[render it dithcult to the Plowman. This old ground 1s like 
anold ſinner, that hath laina long time hardening under the 
means of grace. O the difhculty of convincing ſuch a per- 
-|fon! Sinhath got ſuch rooting in his heart, he is to habicu- 
ted to the reproofs and calls of the word, tHat tew ſuch are 


(8) That heid is not well plowed, where the plow jum;s] 


ral, with this cold contethon, T am 8 ſinner 3 but to the parti-] 


(9) New ground is much more eafily plowed than that] 


[wrought upon. How.many young perſons are called, to one |: 
 obdurate, inveterate:finner ? I' do not ſay bat God may call} 


EOM- 


one ſuch a ſoul at the eleventh hour;but I may ſay of theſe, | 
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Husbandry ſpiritualizgd; Or, ['F 


comparcd with others, a5 Solomon ipcaks, Eccleſ. 7. 28.One | 
man ammg a thouſand bave Tfound, &c. Few that have long 
reſiltted the Goſpel, that come atterwards to teel the ſaving 
1 efficacy thercot. 


REFLECTIONS. 


* Grace, for ever to be admired ! that God ſhowld (end 
| The ru-Con- forth his Word andSpirit to plow up my hard and ftony 
vercs RefeRi- | heart ! yea, mine,when he hath left ſo many of more tender, 
} oo, ingenuous,{weet,and melting tempers without any culture 
| or means of grace. O bleſſed Goſpel! heart diflolving 
voice ! I have felt thine efficacy, I have expericnced thy 
divine and irrcfiſtible power 3 thou art indeed ſharper than 
any two-cdged ſword, and woundeſt to the heart 3 but thy 
wounds are the wounds of a friend. All the wounds thawhalt 
made in my ſoul, were ſo many doors openedto let in Chriltz 
all the blows thou gaveſt my conſcience, were but to beat 
oft my ſoul from fin, which I embraced and had retained to 
my evcrlaſting ruin, hadft thou not ſeparatcd them and me. 
Q wile and merciful Phyfitian, thou didft indeed bind me 
with cords of conviction and ſorrow; but it was only to cut 
out that fone in my heart, which had killed me if it had con- 
tinued there. Oh, how did I ſtruggle and oppoſe thee, as if 
"| thou hadſi come with the ſword of an enemy,rather than the 
lance and probe of a skilful and tender-hearted Phyſician ? 
| Blefled be the day wherein my fin was diſcovered and imbit- 
<xe}-tercd ! O happy ſorrows which prepared for ſuch matchleſs 
 Th6yes ! O blefſed hand which turned my falt waters into 
-plealant wine ! and after many pangs and ſorrows of ſoul 
didft bring forth the man-child ofdeliverance and peace. 

BY But O, what a Rock of Adamant is this heart of mine ! 
LS 2+ that nevet yet was wounded and favingly pierced for fin by | 
| pan Refice the terrors of the Law, or melting voice of the- Goſpel !| 


# $8ion. long have I fate- under the word, but when did IT feeta re-} 
| enting pang? O my ſoul ! my ſtupified-ſoul ! thou haſt got | 


an Aztidote againft repentance, but haſt 'thou any againſt 'F 
hel?) thou cankt keep out the ſenſe of fin now, but art thon} F|. 
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Table to keep off the terrors of the Lord hereafter ? if chow 
couldſi turn a deaf car to the ſentence of Chriſt in the day 
of judgment, as eaſily as thoy doft to the intreaties of Chrilt 
in the day of grace, it were fomewhat 3 but ſurely there is 
no defence againſt that. Ah, fool that I am, to quench thele 


warn me of. 

And may not I challenge the firſt plece among all the 
mourners in the world, who have lo all thoſe convidions 
which at ſeveral times came upon me under the word ? I 
| have been often awakened by it, and filled with terrors and 
tremblings under it 3 but thoſe troubles have ſoon worn off 


turn'd to its native coldneſs. Lord, what a diſmal cafeam I 
in? Many convictions haveI choaked and (trangled,- which 
it may be ſhall never more be revived,until thou revive them 
againſt me in judgment, I have been in pangs, and brought 
forth nothing but wind; my troubles have wrought no deli- 
verance, neither have my luſts fallen before them ; my con- 
| ſcience indeed hath been ſometimes fick with fin, yea, (o lick 
as to. yomit them up by an extexnal, partial rcformation:but* 
then with the dog, have I returned again to my vomit, and 
now I doubt am given over toan heart that cannot repent. 
Oh that thoſe travelling pangs could be quickened again!but 
| alas! they are ceaſed. Iam like a priſoner eſcaped, and a- 
gain recovered, whom the Jaylor loads with double irons. 
| Surely,O my ſoul !it thy (piritural troubles return not again, 
they awe but gone back, to bring eternal troubles. It is wit 
| thee,O my foul ! as with a man whoſe bones have been bros: 
ken, -and not well ſet 3 who muſt, (how terrible foever rt 


again, ifeyer he be made a ſound man. Othat' I might ra- 


compun@ion, I know itmuſt be rent in pieces at aſt by de> 


convictions, unleſs I knew how to quench thoſe flames they | 


| again, and my hcart like water removed from the fire) re- | 


| 


appear to him) endure the pain of breaking and ſetting them | * 


ther chuſe to be the objedtof thy wounding*mercy, than of | 
thy ſparing, cruelty !'if chou plow not up my heart again by | 


= 
= * 
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The Mi carry- | 
ing fouls Re- 
fieRion, 
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" Hushondry ſpiritualized; Or, 


(2) Mat. 135 


| ' (3) Mar, 13-4: 
+ # | 


> 
Mart.13.38 


(4) 
ce AR. 2. 37- 
(. Cor.6.1. 


(7) » Cor. 3-5. | 


The Poem. 


T* Here's /1) 5kill in plowing, that the Plow man knows, 
& For if too (2) thallow, or coo deep he goes 3 

The ſeed is either buricd, oreiſc may 

To (3) Rooks and Daws become an.ealic prey. 

This asa lively Emblem, ficly may 


*. [Deſcribe the bleſſed fpirigs work and way ; 


Whoſe work on fouls, with this doth ſymbolne; 
Betwixt them both, thus the reſemblance lyes. 


Souls are the (4) ſoyl,congiQion is the (5 | plow. 
Gods workmen (6) draw.the (pirit ſhews them haw. 
He-guides the work, and in good ground, doth{7)bl.(s 


His workimens pains, with ſweet and fair ſuccels. 
The heart prepar'd, tc (catters, in the ſeed ,_ 
Which in it's ſeaſon {prings, no fowl nor weed 
Shall pick it upyor choak this (pringing corn 3 


6. [Till it be ($) houſed in the heavenly barn. 
+ When thus the(1 ſpirit plows up the fallow ground, 


(s) M:rx 13-66 


(6 \Theſ-1.5- 
(7 Mar.$. 14+ 


! 1(8) Heb. 6. 5- 


(9) Luk. 8.14» 
- | 


8 (i)Pfa.126.6. 


—_— 


Do tafte the poweis of the world to come. 


' | When, with ſuch fruits, his ſervants work is.(2)crown'd; 


Let all the (3) friends of Chriſt, and fouls ay now ; 


« | As they paſs by thele fields (4 | God (peed the Plow. 


Sometimes this Plow(5) thin, ſhelty ground doth turn. 
That little ſeed which ſprings, the Sun-beams burn. 

The reſt uncovered lyes, which fowls devour, 

Alas!cheir hearts were (6) touch'd, but ndt with power. 
The{9) cares and pleaſures of this world have drown'd 
The lc&d, before it peep'd above the ground. : 
Some (prinps indeed, the (8 Scripture ſaith that ſome 

[ 

Theſc '9 Embroy's never come to timely birth, 

Becauſe the iced that's ſown wants depth of earth. 

Turn up, O God, the bottom ot my heart 

And to thc ſecd that's ſown, do thou impart 
Thy choiceſi blethng. Though 1 1) weep and mourns ' 
In:ghis wet feed-time 3 it I may return 
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3 "With ſheaves of joy 3 theſe fully witl reward | 
”- -þ My pains, and (ſorrows, be they ne're fo hard. | 


| FF ubandmen are very careful and curious about their 


 Feth inthe principal Iheat. It arty be more full and weighty 


-._ þcan be expected. So man at firftbad-all theprinciples of ho+- 
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The heavenly wfe c artbl things. | 
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CHAP, VIII. 
Th: choiceſt Wheat is ſtil reſer/d for ſera, 


But gracious principles are choice indeed, 


bas 


——_ 


OBSERVATION. 


_ 
I———— 


. A Seed-corn, that it may not only be clean and pure, but | 
the beſt and moſt excellent in its kind, Iſa. 28-25. Hecaſt-| 


than other, that is rc{erved for Szed. *Tis uſual with Hus- 
bandmen to pick and leate their Seed-corn by hand, that they 
may ſeparate the Cockel and Darnel, and all thelighter and 
hollow grains from it, wherein they maniteſt their diſcreti- 
on,for according to the vigour and goodnels of the Sggd,the 
fruit and production is like to be. | 


APP LICATION. 


He choiceand principal Seed-corn with wh.ich the fields 

© are ſowedFafter they are prepared for it, doth admi- 

rably ſhadow forth thole excellent principles of. grace in- 

fuſed into the regenerate ſoul.: Their agreement, as they are 

\ both ſeed, is obvious in. the ten following particulars, and 
their exccllency above other principles in feven more. 

The earth at firſt naturally brought forth Corn, and every 


*carlg came upon it,it muſt be plowed. and ſowed, or no fruit: 


Sced yielding fruit, without humane. induſtry;but fince the]. 


Upon the ſeed 5} 
Corn, ' 
z "P 
® |} 
| 
{ 
% 


5. "p { linefs in his nature, but.now they-muſt be infuſed y-regene- | 


_rati 


'- © +. Hushandry ſpiritealized; Or, 


ration, or el{chis nature is as void of holineſs as the bar-P' 

ren.and untilled defert is of Corn. WITS 
| Thecarlier the Seed is ſown, the better it is rooted and{ 
enabled to endure the alperitics of the Winter 3; ſo when! 
grace is early infuſed, when nature is ſanctified in the budy 
grace is thereby exceedingly advantaged : "Twas Timothies 
lingular advantage , that he knew the Scriptures of a 

child. 
-| Froſts and ſnowsco 1duce very much to the ' well-rooting| 
of the Seed, and makes it ſpread and take root much the : 
| better. So do ſanQified afflitions, which uſyally the people] 
of Godmeet with after their calling, and often in their very] | 
|Seed-time, 1 Theſe 1.6, And you became followers of us and| þ 
of the Lord, having received the word in muth affliction. But if] 
chey have fair weather then, to be ſure they thall meet with 
weather hard enough afterwards, Heb. 10. 32.But call to re- 
membrance the forgzer dayes in which aftey ye were illuminatcd, 
ye endured a great fight of afflictions. LE 

When the Seed is caſt into the earth, ic muſt be co-| | 
vered up by the harrow; the uſe whereof in Husbandry, is]. 
not only to lay a plainfloor (as they ſpeak) but to open and] 
let in the Corn to the boſom of the earth, and therecover it 
up for its ſecurity, from birds that would devour it. Thus|! 
doth the moſt wiſe God provide for -the ſecurity of that] * 
| grace, which he at firſt deſſeminated in the hearts of his pev- 

ple. He is as well the finiſheras the Author of their grace, 
| Heb. 12. 2. And of this they may be confident, that he that 
hath begun a goodwork in them, will pertormit unto the day] | 
of Chriſt. The care of God over the graces of his people, | 
is like the covering of the ſeed for fecnrity. - 

Seed-corn is in its own hature, of much. more value .and 
worth than other Corn; the Husbandman caſts in the princi- 
| pal wheat. Soare the ſeeds of grace ſown in the renewed} , 
ul ; for it's called, Theſeed of God, 1 Joh. 3.-9:; The-Di-l | 
wine nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4+ One dram of grace is far beyorig|\Þ 
all the glory of this world ; its more precious chan gol), | 
which perithes,*1 Pet. 1. 7. The price of itis above rubier, audi 
] all »bat tbox carft deſire is not to be compared with it,Pro, 3:1 4 Þ 5 
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There is a great deal of ſpirit and vigour in a little Sced, 
Fchough it be {mall in bulk, yet it is great in vertue and cth- 
 cacy.Gractous habits are alſo vigorous and efficacious things. 
+Suctris their efficacy that they overcome the world, 1 Job. | $9 
HH 5. 4+ Whatſoever is born of God, overcometh the world. They | C & 
lH | tota'ly a'ter and change the perſon in whom they are. He that 
= | prſecured us in times paſt, now preacheth the faith whjch once he | + 
” + deſtrcyed. Fhey enable the foul todo and ſuffer great things k. 
tor God, Heb. 11. 33, 34, 35- , bo 
The ſt ilk and ear are potentially and virtually in a ſmall of 0s 
"grain of Corn. So are all the fruits of obedience which be- es 
| | levers afterwards bring torth to God,vertually contained in 
#. | thoſe habits of ſeeds of grace, *Tis ſtrange” to conſider, that g 
 +froma muftard-ſced (which as Chriſt faith is the leaſt of all VP 
ſeeds) ſhould grow ſuch great branches, that the birds of the Ubi 
Air may build their neſts in chem, Surely the heroical and | [; 
famous acts and atchie vements of the moſt renowned be-| 
|lievers ſprang fron ſmall beginnivgs at firſt, to thas eminen- 
icy and glory. | | | | 
\4 The truitfulneſs of the ſeed depends npon the San and S. 
rain; by which they afeMickned, as is opened largely in 


{promiſes inade to them, and- that conſtant influx from 
above, by which-they arc revived and preſerved from time to 
rime. 

: The fced is fruitful in ſome .ſfoyles more than'im others, 9. 
proſpers much better,and comes Tooner to maturity. So doth 
"| grace thrive better ,and grow faſter in ſome perſons than in 

othets. Yonr faith grometh — The. 1. 3. Whilſt the 
* | obangs that are in others are ready to die, Rev. 3.2, Though no wo! 
« mans heart be naturally a kind ſoyl to- grace, yet doubtleſs | = 
1  f[gracc is more advantaged in ſome diſpoſitions than in Dt. 
F-:.  jothers. . h | | . {4.1 
SF. {And laſtly, their agreement'as Seed appears in this, the + fol" Þ 
--. þSecd-corn is ſcattered intoall parts. of the: field, as propor: TIES. 
5 HR ih A SER, tionably 
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* {the next Chapter. AnJ the principles of grace in us have as =o 
FF {neceſſary a dependance upon the athſting and exciting grace 4: 
without us. For though it be true, they are immortal ſeeds 3 'E: 
yet that is not ſo much from their own ltrength, as from the t 
| 
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Huhendy ſprimalized; On, 
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*- Ywind of a more benign and liberal education 3 but principles 


| jiyce with joy auſpeakable and full of glory + light 3s fon for whe 
| righteous, aud joy for the upright in heart." A true pleaſur J &- 


| tionably and equally as may be.. So is grace difful d into all 
the facaltics.judgment,will.and all the aft.ctions; are fowed: 
witlitheſe new principles, The Ged of peace ſandific you whol- 
ty, 1 Thef. 5, 23+ 

And thus you ſee, why principles of grace are called Sced.' 
Now in the next place,(which1s the ſecond thing promiſed:| | 
| and mainly defigned in this Chapter to ſhew you the choice-} 
nels and excelleney of theſe holy principles with which tan-. 
erihed ſouls are embclliſht and adorned, and to convince you | 
that true grace excels all other prirc ples, by whica other 
perſons arc aCted,even as the principal wheat doth the chat, 
and rctulc fiuff, I.thall hcre inftitute a compariſon betwixt: 
grace, and the moſt ſplendid, common gitts in the world; 
and its tranſcendent.excellency above them all will evident- |. , 
ly appear in the (even following particulars. 

The molt exceltent common gitts come out of the com-}' 
mon treaſury of God's bounty, and that in-a natural way 
They arc but the improvement of. a mans natural abilities, 
or(as one calls them) the ſparks of nature blown up by the | 


| of grace are of a divine and heafMypriginal and extraCtion | | 

not educed or raiſed trom nature; biit*fupernaturally infuſed } F 
by the Spirit from on high, Foh. 3. 6. That which is born of 
4h ssfleſh,and that which is born-of the ſpirit is ſpirit. When 
a foul is (anCtihed by thcm, he partakgs of the divene nature, 
2 Pet. 1. 4. 3s born not of fliſh, mor of blood, nor of the will of 
2n, but of God, Fob. 113. Io this reſpe&t they differ trom 
| gifts, as the heavenly Manna which was rained down trom 
heaven, differs from.common bread; which by pains and 1n- 
duſiry the carth produces in a natural way. 

\ The beſt natural gifts afford not that ſweetneſs and ſolid 
comfort to the ſoul thaf grace doth ;. they are but a dry fialk 
that atfords no meat for a ſoul to feed on. A mani may have |. 
an underfianding tull of light, and an heart void of comfort; 
at the ſame time but grace is a fountain- of pureſt living py 
fircams of peace and comfort, 1 Pet. 1. $, Beliexing we 12%; 
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{And how inco iftderable-a matter is a lictle time, which con- 
tracts and winds up ap cc?For xow is our ſalvation necrer than 


{to know much, and not to know it too niuch. The Saints 


> ws OY 


The buavenly uſe of earthly things, 


and delights are ſeminally in grace, Pſa. 97. 11. they are: 
ſown. for them in theſe-divine and heavenly graces, which 

are glory mn the bud, 2: | | 

- Gifts adorn the perſon, but do not ſecure the foul from 
wrath. A man may E Admired for them among, men, and 
reje&ed cternall by God. Who can conlideratcly read that; 
'fixth Chapter of the Hebrews; and not tremble to. think 1n 
what a torlorn caſe afoul may be, though ſet oft and accome | - ., 
pliſht with the rareſt endowments of this kin, Mit. 7. 22. | q, 
We read, that many ſhall fay to Chriſt in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophcficd in thy name, and in thy name; 
caſt out devils, &c.* and yet themſelves at laft ca{t out as a| 
prey to Devils. How divinely and rhetorically did a Baluam 
{peak and prophefie, Num. 23. What rare and excellene 
parts had the Scribes a nd Phariſees? who upon that account 
were ſtiled principes ſeculi, the Princes of the world, 1 Cor. 
2. 8, What protound and excellent parts had the Heathen 
Sages and Pbiloſophers? Thele things are fo tar trom ſecuring | 
the ſoul againit the wrath to come, that they often = 


it unto wrath, andareas oyl to increaſe the eternal burn- 


ings5 but now graciouggigciples are the T& EX W{utvor 0 
Tuctxv, as the apotioffſn. 11 6. Things that accom-| 
pany and have falva them, Theſe are the things on] 


hich the promiles of ſalvation run and theſe treaſures are 
never found but in elec veſſels. Glory is by promile afluxed | 
and made over to him that poſſeſſes them. There is but a lit-, 
tle point of time;betwixt him and the gloritied fpirits above. 


when we believed. And hence'the Scriptures ſpeaks of them as 
already ſaved, Rom. 8. 24. We are ſaved by hope, becauſe its 
as furcas ii we were in heaven. We are made to fit in heaven- 
ly places.. | - 
.*Sitcs muy damnihz the perſon that poſſeſſes them and it. 
may be b<tter in reſpe& of a mans own condition he had ne- 
ver had them. Knowledge {laith the Apoſtle puffeth wp, 3 Cor. 
$. x. maketh the ſoul proud and flatulent.* Tis a hard thing 
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lent parts of the old Hereticks,did but ſerve to Midwife in- 


non ſantificantia, miniſtring but not ſanGifying gifts, pro- 


Jusbandty ſpiritualized; Or, © 


'(yowledge is better than the Scholars; for he hath his own| F 
cart inftead of a Commentary tq help him. Ariſtotle ſaid 
: little knowledge about heavenly things,though conjectural, 
5 b<trer than much of earthly things, though certain. The 
world bywiſdom knew not God (faith the Apottle, 1 Cor, 1.21.) 
ze.) their Jearming hanged in their light,” they were too: 
wil: to ſubmit to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. The excel- 


to the world the mon{treus birth of ſoul-damning herehics. 
Cupit abs te ornari diabolus, as Au'tin (aid to that ingenious 
young Scholar z The devil defires to b2 adorned by thee. 
But now grace 1n it felt is not tubjet to fuch abules, it can- 
not.be the proper xxivocalcauſe of any evil effe& : It cannot 
nuff up the heart,but alwayes humbles itznor ſerve the deviks 
dctignes, but cyer oppoſes them, | | 
Gitts may be given a man for the ſake of others, and not 
out of love to himſelf, they are but as an execellent diſh- of 
meat which q man ſends toa nurſe, not for her ſake ſo-much.| 
as for his child that ſucks her. God-indeed makes ule of | 
them to do his children good, the Charchis benefited by 


them, though themſelves argb Cooks, they prepare 
excclient diſhes on which the and are nouriſhed, | 
though thcmſclves talte +thetn 43 ey dona miniſtrantia | 


ceeding not from the good will 'of God-tor him that | hath 
them, but to thoſe he benefits by them. And oh, what a {ad 
conſideration will this be one day to fach a-perſon, to think, 
L helpcd ſuch a ſoul to-heaven, while I my ſelt mult lodge in 
hell? 

Sin in the raign and power of it, may cohabit with the 
moſt excellent natural gifts inder the fame roof, I mezn> in 
the Game keart, A man may have the. tongue of an 4xgel, 
and the heart of a Te:il. The wiſdom. of the Philoſophers 
(Gaith LaGantins ) 101 excirdit vitia ſed abſcondit,dM not xdot 


painted ſepulchers 3 giits are but asafair glove drawn over | 
2 foul hand, But now grace is incompatible with fin 1n dts | » 


minion 3 it.purities the heart, - A&: a+ 9. cleanſes the con+ 
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out, but hide their vices. The learned Phariſees, were but J | 


v. ſcience] |; 


Fr. 
[{cienc:. Heb 9. 4. cracihes the affeFions and Infls of the 


fleſh, G.zl. 5. 24. is not content with the concealment, but 
ruine of corruptions. 


ledge, that ſhall ceaſe. All fiſh is graſs. and the goodlineſs of it; 
as the flower of thi graſs 3 the graſs rithers, the flower fadeth,| 
but the word of the Lorg abidcth for ever, 11a. 49. 6, 8. Many 
times they leave a man betore death. One knock, if it hit} 
right (as one faith) may make a wiſe man a fool. But to be, 
ſure, they all leave us at death.D-th »t bis exzellen ty which is 
in him, go away ? Fob 4.21. yea, then all natural excellency 
departs. Death firips the ſoul of all thoſe ſplendid orna- 
ments, then the rhetorical tongue js {ſtruck Dam 3 the nim- | 
* [ble wit and curious phanſie,ſhall entertain your cars with no) 
+ [more pleaſant diſcourſes. Nungzim jocos dabis, as Adrian, 
ſaid to 21s departing ſoul; but grace aſcends with tie foal} 
ito cfernity, and there receives its perfection and accom- 
{plithment. Gitts take their leave of che toul, as Arphz did of } 
Nami but grace faith, then as Rith, where thou gock I} 
will go, and where ehox lodgeſt I will ludge and nothing ſhall ſe- 
| parate thee and me No this together, and then judge 
| 3 whcther the Apoſtle olyes,when he ſaid, Covet 

 [earncſtly the belt gifts, erp uito your 4 more excellent} 

 [way, 1 Cor. 12. x/t. And thus you have tne choiceneſs ot 
theſe principles alſo, ; | 


REFLECTIONS.: 


The lines ars fa'l-n to me in a pleaſant place,may the gra>* &icn, 
cious ſoul ſay. How defe&tive fo ever I am in pitts, yet" 
bleſſed be the Lord, who hath fowa the ſeeds of true grace 
in my heart. What though I am not farmed and honoured a- 
mong men, let ic ſuffice me that I am precious in the eyes; 
of the Lord. Though he hath not abounded to m2 in grits of |. 
nature, yet.blyſſed be the God and father of my Lord FeſusChrift, | 
_ {who bath abounded to me inf all ſpiritual blefings in heavenly pla>|; 

(ces, in Chrift Feſs, Eph. 1. 3. Is not a true jewel, though | 
{prirn'd inthe dirt, more precious than a'falle one, - though 
e: | let}. 
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The beavenly uſe of earth things. 77 YV* 


Laſtly, Gifts mult leave us at laſt. [Fhether there be know- 7 | 


4 The gracious | 
lou!s Rene © 


" Hyobandry fpiritulized;' Or, , | 
ſctin gold ? why axt thou troubled,O my ſoul, for the wane: © 
of theſe things which repgrobates may have ? and art not ra- | 
ther admiring and bleiling God tor thoſe things which none[ 
'but thegdarlings and favourites of heaven can have? is not an! 
ounce of purc goid more valuable thin many pounds of 
'guild: 1 braf- ?* what though th< dews of Helicon de'cend” not 
\upon my head, if in the-mean time ne {wcct inflaerces of 
| $508 fall upon my heart ? O my Gol T' hoiy much ſoever o- 
 thers are clatcd by the light of their knowledge, I have cauſe} 
' with humility to adore thee for the heavenly huat with which 
thon haſt warmed my affeqions. ; 
| Pauſe a while my foul upon this point, With what ſeed is p 
Ly. FT IO 'my heart ſown. and of what kind arc thole things whercin l 
Hoals Re- excel others ? are they indeed ſpeci:] ſeeds of grece, or 
fleRion. 'common gifts and naturall excellcncies ? It che latter, little 
di [cauſe have I topride my (clt in them, were they ten thou- 
ſand times more then they are. Itgthefe things be indeed 
the things that accompany ſalvation, the ſeed of Ged, the 
truc ard real work of grace, Then (1) how comes it to pals, 
thatTncver found any throws or travelling pangs in the pro- 
dud ion of them ? Its athrmed erally acknowledged, 
that the new creature 15 ne forth without ſtich 
painS» and compunCions of hc. 2. 37. I have in- 
deed often fclt an aking bead, whilſt I have read and fiudicd 
toincreaſe my knowledge 3 but when did I feel an aking 
beart for fin ? Oh, I begin to ſuſpc, that it 1s not right. 
Yea, (2)and my luſpicion increates whiles I conſider that 
race is of an humbling nature, 1 Cor. 15. 10. Lord, how 
a; becn clated by my gitts and valued my ſelf above 
what was meet ? O how have delightcd 1n the noiſe'of the 
Phariſees trumpet ! Mat. 6. 2. No mulick ſo ſweet as that. 
Say, O my conl.icnce, have I not delighted more in the 
Theater, thai the cloſet ? in the praiſe of men, (than the ap- 
probation of God? Oh, how many evidences dolt thou pro- 
duce againſt me ? In deed thelcare fad ſymptoms that T have] . 
{ſhewed-thee, but theres yet another which renders thy calg}% 

more ſuſpicious yetz yea, that which thon canſt make no ra-F+ 
licna defence againſt, even the ineffcCtualneſs of all rhy}; 
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1 curſed lamen:able ſtate, notwithſtanding all my knowledge 
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And nobler principles than theſe ſometime 
|CatFd (4) common grace, and ſpiritual gifts which ſhine 


IE” on feof rontdh things. 
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gifcs _ | knowledge to mortifie any one of all thy Juſts. Ie O 
beyond all diſpute, that gitts may, but grace cannot conſiſt 
without mortification of lin. G2! 5 24. Now what luſt hct1 
fallen b:fore theſe excellent parts of mine? Doth not 
pride, pailion, cov-!ouſncts, and indeed the thole body of 
tin live and thrive in me as much as ever? Lord, A yield the 
cauſe, I can d..tend it no longer againlt my conſcience, whic'1 
caſts and condemns me by full proof to b2 but in a wretched, 


and fluurithing gitts. O ſhew me a more excellent way. 
Lord ! that I had the fincerity of che pooreſt Sxint 3though T 
ſhould looſe the applauſe of: all my p:rts : with theſe I fee 
I may go to hell, but without ſome better thing, no hope of 
heaven. 
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The Poem. 


Reat difference betwixt that ſced 15 found, 

With which you ſow-your ſcvcral plots of ground. 
2£d-whcat doth far can (1) dignity, 
The cheaper Barley, and the courler Rye. 
Though in themſelves they good and wholſom are 
Let theſe with. choiccſt wheat may not compare. 
M.15 hearts like fields are ſowed with dift:rent grain 
Some baſcr, ſome morenobk; {ome again 
Excelling (2) both the former : : more than wheat 
Excel that grain; your {wine, and horles eat. 
For principles of incer morality, 
Like Cummin, Birley. Fitches, Peaſe, or Rye: 
In thoſe mens hearts are often to be found, 
Whom yet the Scripture calleth (3 ) curſed ground, 


IF In lome mens heads, where'is thcir habitation 3 | 


etthey are no companions of ſalvation . 
urchaſe(5) honour both from great and fakat; * 13) 
I muſt cell thee that if this be all 1 
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(z)Proy.r 2.26 + 


(3)Mair9 al] 
(4) Heb, 6, glf 
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(1) 1.28, 80 
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F”-oO0 (6). Cor.t3.1 Though like an (6) Angel in thele gites thou ſhine, 
| Arronglt blind mortg's, for a Title time ; 4 
\ The day's at hand, when fuch as thou muſt take 
Thy lot with (7) devils in th'infernal lake, 

(7) Mart. 7.22, [But principles of ſpccial ſaving grace, | 
F (8)Rom. 6 | Whoſe {eat is in the ($) heart, not head or face ; - 
IN tet {Like ſolid wheat, ſowcn in a fruitful field | 

Shall ſpring and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 

A glorious (9) harvelt of cternal reſt, 

To him that nouriſh'd them within his breaft. 
vet  O grace ! how orient art thou ! how divine | 

6x $5 What 15 the glory of all (1) gifts to thine ! 

: Pr) ; pH" Diſſeminate this ſeed within my heart, 

My God 1 pray thee, though thou ſhouldſi impart 
The lefs of gitts 3 then I may truly (ay, 

That thou haſt ſhew'd me, the moxg cx'lent way. 


__— 'CHAP, IX. 
] Apon ſprivg'ng | By beavedls influtnce, Corn anal p!ants do ſpring, 


4 Wearher ;aficr | 


| '] $ed-rime, Goas ſhowers of grace do make his valleys ſing, _ 
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| (9) Gal. 6. 8. 
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OBSERVATION. 
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FE carth after that it is plowed and ſowed, muſt be wa-| 
tered and warm'd with the dews and influences of hea-| Þ 
ven, or no fruit can be exp«ed. If God do not open to you 
his good treaſure, the heavens to give rain unto the Land in 
its ſcaſon: and blc(s all the work of your hands, as it is. Dext. 
28. 12. The carthcannot yicld her increaſe. The order and 
dependance of naturalcauſes in the produCtions of-fruit, is]. 
excellently deſcribed, Hoſe 2..21, 22. I will bear the bea-{* 
. ! |uens, andibeyſhall hear vbe earth ;, and be earth ſhall bear thet” 
$2 j cirn, .and wine, and oyl, and they fhall hear Jaxcel. Fe: 
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P<tcanoot have it, unleſs the earth bring it forth,the earth can- « 


g&'/{pen them. * Nature and natural cauſes are nothing elſe b':t 
L. ac order in which God works. This ſome Heathens by the | 
' /[Uight of nature acknowledged,and therefore when they went 
* $toplowin the morning, they did lgy one hand upon the 
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I Pain won the tender berb, ond as the ſnmers upon the 
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+ their expectation of plenty was from thzir ſuppoſed Te ty. 


| may be the cauſe of it ? *it may be (faid he) you do not ſteep 
4 yill.tcll you how, it mult be ſteeped in prayer. When the 
' [Panty heard this, he thanked him for his counſel, reorped 
[ly, it is not the Husbandmans, but Gods iteps that drop 
{ther, but the rain which tc.cundates and fertilizes it, hath no 
| 


1 £ Þ made truittul in'grace and holineſs, without the dews 
land influences of Ordinances, and the blefſing of God upon 
ether; as for the carch to yield her fruit without the natural 
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malt havecorn, and wine, and oy};.or they cannot. livez they! 


[not bring it forth without the heavens, .the heavens cannot } 
yicld a drop unleſs God-hear them ;, that 153 unlock and o- 


plow (to ſpeak their own-part.to-be painulneſs}and hold up 
the other hand to Ceres the Goddeſs of Corn, to ſhew, that 


I tear manyChriſtizns lay both hands to the plow,and ſeldom 
lift. up, heart or hand to God, when about. that work. 
There was an Husbandman (faich Mr. Smith) that alwayes 
lowed good Sced, but never had good Corn 3 at laſt a neigh- 
bour came to him, and (aid, 1 will cell you what probably 
your Seed 3 no truly, faid the other, nor cver did I hear that 
Seed mult be ſiceped 3 yesſuzely, faid his neighbour, and 1 
is fault, and had as gocd Corn as any man whatſoever: Sure- 
' ftataeſs. Alma mater terra, the earth indeed is a fraittal mo-| 
cher father but God, Fob 38, 28. | 
| APPLICATION. | 


. S impofible it is (in an ordinary way) for ſouls to be 


influences of heaven z for look, what dews, ſhowers, and | 


| 4cleer {hinings after rainareto the fizlds, that jthe-Word and, 


Ordinancesof God are to the ſouls of men; My dafirigc 
IL grop arthe rein,my ſpeechſhall diftil as the dew as the ſm4l 


graft. 
Dent. 
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. Hudandry fpiritualized; Or, - *} 


 { Dent. 32.2. For as the rain and ſnew com#th down from heaven, 
| ard watereth the earth, and makth it bring forth and bud; ii 
ſhall my word be that goeth forth of my mouth. Wo, 55. 10, 1 1h 
And as the do@trine of the Goſpel is rain, fo Goſpel Mini- 
ſters are the clouds in which thole heavenly vapours are 
bound up. The reſemblance_Iycs in the following parti- 
Cculars. | 
The rain comes from heaven, Acts 14+ 17: He gave ws|, 
rain frm heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, * & c. The doEtrine of 
the Goſpel! iz alfoof an heavenly extraction and deſcent, 
they arc heavenly truths which are brought to you in earthen] * 
vefle!ls things that were hid in God, and come from his bo-}. 
form, Ep". 3. 9. what Ni:odemus ſaid of Chrift, 15 in a pro- 
' portion true of every faithtul diſpenſer of the Goſpel, Thoy 
; art a teacher came from God, Joh. 3.2. You are not to look 
' upon the truths which Minilters deliver, as the meer effects 
| jand fruits of their inventions 2nd parts, they are but the|- 
!Conduits through which thoſe celeſtial waters are conveyed |": 
| to you. *Tis all heavenly, the Officcrs from heaven;Eph.4. 12.| 
' Their Dotrine from heaven, Eph: 3. 8, 9. The efficacy and} 
ſacceſs of it from heaven, 1 Cor. 3. 3. What I received of the}. 
; Lord (faith Pa#l) that have I delivered unto you, 1 Cor. 114,23. |. 
$hee ſame may every Goſpel Minifter ſay-too. That's the 
hrſt. | | 
And then 21y)- The rain falls by divine direction and 
appointment 3 He cauſes it to rain upon one City, and not whon| 
| ax8tber, Amos 4. 7. You ſhall often ſee a cloud diſſolve and 
ſpend it ſelfupon one place, when there is not a drop within 
a few miles of it. Thus is the Goſpel ſent to ſhed #ts rich/in- 
fluences upon one place, and not upon another; it pours 
down ſhowers of bleſſings upon gne Town or pariſh, whilſt 
others are dry like the ground which lay neer to Gideons wet 
Alzece. To you is the word of this ſalvation ſent, AQts 13. 26. 
Sent, it comes not by chance. but by commiſſion and appoint-| - 
ment, and its ſent zo you by ſpecial diretion. Miniſters can} : 
no more go whither they plcalc, than the failing clouds can} 
| move againl} the wind. Pau and Timotby,two fruitful clouds Þ 
| that {cut down many ſweet refreſhing ſhowers' upon ” Fo 
placer 
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place whicher they came) the, Lord fent them through Ph-y | 
giaand Guatiz but torbad them to preach the word in Aſe2. 
Ad; 16.6. And when ttey afſaye&to go into Bithynia, the | 
ſpirit ſuffered them not, v. 7. But a man of Macedoniz ap- 
pears to Par] inja vilion, and prayed him. ſaying, come over ; 
to Mzcedonia and help us, v. 9, Thus you (ce, how the my!ti- | 
cal, as well as the yatreral clouds, are moved according to di- | | + 
vine counlel z and though Minilters are not now ditpoled to | 
their reſpective places, 1n ſuch an extraordinary way, yet ' 
there 15 (till a ſpecial hand of the Spirit guiding their moti- | 
ons, which is ſeen partly in qualitying them for fuch a peo- | 
+ -{ple, and partly in drawing out their hearts to elect and call 
them, and inclining their hearts to accept the call. | 
There 1s a great deal of difference in the ſhowers of rain Zo | 
toat fall upon the earth. Sometimes you have an haſty L 
\. {ſhower, which makes the wayes ficet, and the ftcects run, 
-|but 1t's gone preſently, the earth hath but little benefit by itz] © LS 
1and ſometimes you havea ſweet, gentle; ſoaking rain, that Wy 2: 
moderately ſoaks to the root and refreſhes the carth abun-} A 8 
+ [dantly, This is called theſmall rain, and the tormer, the great WO 
 |gainof bis ſtrength, Fob 37.6. So it is in theſe ſpiritual ſhow-. | 
+ -|ers,the etfects of ſome Sermons, like a ſudden fpout of rain)! _ | 
are very tranſient; that touch the heart a little tor preſent, 
'F by way of conviction or comfort, but it flcets away imme- 
*» |diately, Fam. 1. 23. At other times the Goſpel like a fetled 
moderate rain, ſoaks to the root, to the very heart. So did 
a [that ſweet ſhower which fell, 4s 2. 37. It ſearched the 
root, it went to the heart 3 the influences of it are fome- 
fires abiding, and do much longer remain in, and refreſh | 
the heart, than the rain doth the earth. There be ettets let $ .7 
in ſome hearts, by ſome Sexmons and duties, that will ne- 
{ver out of it as long as they live. I will never forget thy pre- 
. - \cepts, for by them thou haſt. quickned me, 119.2 3 | 
».1. The rain is moſt beneficial to the earth, when there come 
+ {{weet, warm Sun blaſts with it, or afcer it. Th's the Scripture <> 
1calis, s clecr ſhining after rain, 2 Sam. 23; 4: by which the 
$7 ſeminal. vertue of the carth is drawn forth,and then the herbs, 
Jand flowers,” and -Corn ſprout abundantly. So it is with! 
Wh. LT M 2 i Gofpel- 
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- Husbandr y. ſpiritualized; Or, 
Goſpel-ſhowers; when the Sun of righteouſnels opens upon 
poor {"uls under the word, darting down the beams of grace 
2n1 loy: upon them, whilſt they are attendrng on it, (5.1 as 
you fomgtimcs ſee a ſweet ſhower fall while the Sun ſhines 
out | O how comtortable is this! and cfte&ual to melt 'the 
| heart ! and as the warm rain is moſt retreſhing, fo when the, 
| word comes warmly, from the meiting affections of the 
Preachcr, whoimparts not only the Goſpel, but his own 
{oul with it, 1 Theſ” 2, $. This doth abundantly more good 
than that which drops coldly from the lips of the unaffected 
{peaker.. 
Showers of rain do exceedingly refreſh the earth,as a man 
is refreſhed by a draught of water, when his ſpirits are even 
tpent. O how wclcom isa ſhower to the thirſty ground ! 
| Hence the little hills are ſaid to rejoyce on cvery fide, yea to 

ſhout for joy.and fing when a ſhower comes, Pſal.65.12, 13, 

but never was ſhower of rain ſo ſweetly refrcthing to the 

(thirſty earth, as Goſpel-thowers are to graciovs hearts,! 
| Col. 4. 8. it comforts their very hearts. What joy was 
| there in Samaria, when the Goſpel came to that place ?44. 
8.8, Itrevives the ſoul, *its mel mm ore, mcl11_74 anre, jrbilum 
171 corde, honey in the mouth, melody in the car, and a very: 
jubilce1n the heart. o 
 Rainisnectſſary at S:cd-time, to make ready the carth,! 
tO recelve the ſeed, Pſal. 65.9, 10. Thou vifiteft the earth,! 
and watereſt it ; theugreatly exrichelt it with the river of God,j Þ 
| which 1s full of water; thou prepareſt them corn, when thou haſt, | 
|/o provided for ititb at watereſt theridges thereof Favs fonredrs.s 

: ſctteſt the furrows thereof,, thou makef it ſoft with comes ths! 

' Lleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof. And this the Scripture calls the! 
former rain, And as this is n<cefſary about Szed-time, ſo the 
lattcr rain is as necUtul about caring-time, to diſcloſe the 
car, and to bring it* to periefion 3. both theſe are great 

|bleflings to the earth,and conduce to a plentiful harveſt; Foelj- 

2. 23,24. Beglad then ye chitdren of Sion, and 'repoyce in thel- 

1 Lord your God, ftir hhe hath given you the former rain modcrately,|, 
land he will cauſe to tome davyn for you the rain, the former and} 
\thelatter-rain znthe firſt maneth, -and the floors ſhall be rn ff 
| o* ar 
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The beavenly uſe of earthy things. 
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wheat, and the faces ſhall overflow with wine and oyl. Thus the 
Goſpel hath a doub'e uſe and benctit. alfo, It's neceſſary 2s 
the former rain at Seed-time, it cauſes they firlt {pring of 
grace in the heart, Pſal. 19,7. And there could be, (in an 
ordinary way } 10 fpring of grace without it, Prov. 29. 18. 
| And as this former rain is neceſſary to caule the. firſt ſpring 
of grace. fo alio it hath the ule of the latter rain to ripen 
; thoſe precious truits of the Spirit in the fouls of Believers, 
| Eph. 4. I1, 12, 13» He car 'e ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Pro- 
þ- ts, and ſome Fon geliſts, and ſome Paſtyrs ana teachers,for 
the perfeing of the Suints. for the work of the Miniſtry for the 
edifying of the boey of Chri't. till we all come in the wnity of the 
fanb, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfelt man; 
wnto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chritt. Were all 
the clect converted unto God, yet Kill there would. be a ne- 
cellity of a Goſpel Miniſtry, 

Atter a great glut of rain, uſually there comes a drought 3 
| *tis a common Countrey Pove rb.JYVet and dry pay one another, 
And truly when 2 p:ople arc glutted with a fulneſs of 
Golpel- mercies, it's uſual with God to ſhut up and reſtratn 

the Goſpel-clouds, that for a time (at leaſt) there be ne 
4dews upon them, and thereby tcach them to prize their de- 
ſpiſed becauſe common mercies at an higher rate, For as 
a good man once ſaid, mercics are belt known by the back, 
and molt prized when moſt wanted. Twth, fe dayes the word of 
the Lord was precious, there was no opca viſien, 1 Same 3+ 1+ It 
i5 with ſpiritual as with temporal tood, flighted when plcn- 
teous, but if a tamine once come, then every bit of bread 
Is Precious. Jeruſalem remembred inthe dayes of her affli- 
&ion, and ot her miſery, all her picalant things that ſhe had 


the plaincſt (1t faithtull) Miniſters of the Goſpel: Thc 
time may come when you may be glad of the plaineſt Ser- 
| Mon , from the mouth . ot .the, meanett . Embaſlador. of 
: Chriſt, 

4. Toconclude,the prayers of Saints are the keys that open, 
d ſhut the natural cloyds,” auScauſc them .cither to give 


_ 


in the daycs of old, Lam. 1.7. *Tis both a finful - and dart 
gcrous thing to wantonize with Goſpel-mercies, and deſpiſe 
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Husbahdry fpiritnalized + Or, 
out, or with-hold their influences, Fames 5. 18. E'izs was g 
man ſuvjed t1 like paſſivis as we are, and be prayed earneſtly that 
it might not rain, and it rated 1»t on the eart, hy the ſpace of 
three years and (ix mmeths , and beprayed again, and the hea- 
zens gave rain,and the earth br:ught forth fruit God hath (ub- 
je&cd the works of his hands, to the. prayers of his Saints, 
Iſa. 45. 11. 

Prayer is alſo the golden key which opens theſe myſtical 
{ Goſpel-clouds, and diſſolves then into {weet gracious ſhow- 
ers.' God will have the whole work of the Minitiry carried 


(ters by prayer, Luke 10. 2, Pray ye tbe Lord of the Harveſt, 
to ſend forth labourers into the vincy.ard. It is by the the help of 
| prayer,that they are carried 0n,an5 enabled to exerciſe their 
Miniſtry. They may tcl their people as a great_General 
' once told his Souldicrs, That he flew upon their rings.Pray 
' fix me (faith the great Apoſtle) that witerance maybe giren me, 
that T may open my Month boldly. to make known th: myſteries of 
the Goſpel, Eph- 6. 19. Yea, by the Saints prayers 1t 1s, that 
| Minitters obtain the ſucceſs and fruits of their labours, 
2 Thife 3. 1. Finally brethren. pray for us, th: the ward of the 
Lord may have free courſe, and be glorified even as it is with you. 


theſe truths might come down in {weet ſhowers pon the 
hearts both of Miniſters and people, in the tollowing Re- 
feons. 


3 Refletion 
| {23 Goſpel Mi- "REFLECTIONS. 


niſters 
Is 


AmT then a cloudand is my doctrine as rain to w 1!er the 
Lords inheritance ? and yet dol think it much to 5 rolled 
up and down by the turiovs winds& ſtorms of periecution? 
Do I not fe e the clouds above me in continual motions 2nd 
agitations ? and ſhall I dream of a fixed ſetled farts 2 Nog 
ta!ſe Teachers, who are clouds withowt rain , x:c 
likely to enjoy that, than IT. Which of all the P:ophcrs have 
not been toſſed and hurried worſe than I ? 44. 7, 52. He 
chat will not let men alone-to be quiet in their lufts, muſt 
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on'by the prayers of his people, they firſt obtain their Mini- 


And thus you have the Metaphor opened, Noi .- Oh ! that 
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| | : 7, be heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


% exp.Ct tat Vietle quiet from men in this life. But it 1s c- | 


might refreth wiiny ! Let 11 e never be like thoſe empty 


by how great an height the Sun hath mounted them, for..by 
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noug Lord, that a reſt remaineth for thy ſervant, let me be 
fo wile t© £.ci1r. a relt to come, and not fo vain to expect it 
on earti: : 

And. © (tat I might ſtudy thoſe inſtructing clouds, from | 
which, as trom the botr'es of h:aven,, God pours down re- | 
freſhiny ſhowers to quench and (atishe the thirſty earth! in 
this may I r<-{emb'c th:m, and come amongſt the people of 
the Lord, - iz the fulnefs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Rom. 15. 29. O let not thoel- rhigity ſouls that wait for me 
as for the rain, Fob 29. 23. Return like the troops of Temd, 
aſhamed with thiir beads cover: [ob 6. 19. O that my lips 


clouds, whi.!: deceive the hopes of thirſty ſo.11s 3, but let my 
docrine deſcertd 35 the rain. 2nd diſtil as the dew. and let 
that plot ot chine inheritance which thou halt aſligned to me, 


be as a ficld which the Lord hath blcſſed. 
Once more, litt up thine eyes to the clouds, and behold, 


rez{on of their ſublimity-it is that they are called the clouds 
of heaven, Mt. 24. 30. Lord, letme be a clond of heaven 
tco! Let my heart and convertation be both there! who is 
more advantaged tor an hcaventy lite.cthan I2heavenly truths | 
are the ſubj.cts of my daily ftudy.and ſhall carthly.things be 
the objects ot my daily delights and loves ? God forbid.thct | 
ever my carthly converſation ſhould contradict and ſhame 
my heavenly calling and protethon. Shine torth thou glorious | 
Sun cfrightcoafnels, and my heart (hall quickly be attracted | 


and mounted above thele vitible clpuds, yea, and above the 
alpectable heavens. 


then, that my habitation is upon the mountains of Gilþoa, 
where there are no dews! Ah fad lot, that I ſhould be like 
Gidions dry fleece, whilſt the ground round about me is wet 
with the dew of heaven ! O thou that commandeſt the clouds 


+ jand refreth this paxched wildernefs,; wherein. I Jive, with 
£\4Mowers of grace, that we may not be as the hcath in the 


Is the Goſpel rain, and its Miniſters clouds ? wo is me | 


above, and openeſt the windows of -heaven 3 remember, | 


deſare, 


3. - ReficRions:\. 
| for private 
Chriſtians, - , 

| FLY 
For thole that] 
| want. a Goſpel | 
Miniſtry. | 
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1 For thoic char 
enjoy a Golpe! 
4 dlaiſtcy, 


- 


For unprofita- 
ble heaters. 


I 


(1) If. 44 14- 
(z)Deur, 28. 
12, 


| 
Tl T He (1) vegetables here below depend, 


= a | 4 
4 Li 


parched places of the wildernc's, 
O Lord, thon haſt car {cd the heavens above me to be black | 
{ wich clouds, thou openelt the celetiual calcmunts from a- 
| bove, and daily ſendett down ſhowers of Gofpel-blethngs ; 
O that I might beas the parched carth under th:m,! not for 
; barrennels, but tor thirſtineſs. Let me fay, My ſoul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord: that I might there 
ſee the beauty of the Lord, Doth the ſpungy earth fo gree- 
{ dily ſuck up the ſhowers, and open as many mouths as there 
lareclefrs in it, to receive what the clouds diſpenſe ? and 
| ſhall choſe precious ſoul-inriching ſhowers fleet away un-| 
{ profitably trom me? it fo, then, ; 
{ What an account have I to make for all thoſe Goſpge-: 
; bleflings that I have injoyed ? tor all thoſe Golpel-dews and 
' ſhowers wherewith I have been watered ! Should I be tound 
fruitleſs at laſt, it will fare better with the barren and un- 
cultivated wilderneſs, than with mc 3 more tollerable for 
| Trdians and Barbarians,that never heard the Goſpel, than for 
me that have beenfſo atliduouſly and plentcouſly watered by 
it. Lord, what a difference wilt thou put in the great day, 
betwixt fimple and pertinacious barrenneſs! Surcly, it my| 
root be not rottenneſs, ſach heavenly waterings and influg 
ences as theſe, will make it ſprout torth tato fruits of obe- 
ence. 
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The Poem, 


"Upon thoſe (2) treaſures which the heavens do ſpend. 
Moſt bounteouſly upon them : to preſerve 
Their being, and their beauty. This may ſerve 
| To ſhadow forth a heavenly myſtery, . 
Whuch thus preſents it ſelf before your eye. 
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TAs when the Sun draws ncar us in ſpring, 

ll creatures do / 3) rejoyce, birds, chirp and fing. 

he face of nat irc ſiniles, the helds (4) adorn 

hemſclyes, with rjch embroyderies. The corn 
Revives, and ſhooteth up, the warm ſweet rain 
Makes trees, and herbs /5 ) ſprout torth and ſpring amain 
Walk but the helds in ſuch a fragrant morn, | 
How do the (6) birds your cars with mufick charm ! 
The(7) flowers, their flaming beauty's doypreſent 
Lato your captiv'd eyes : and for their ſcent, 
The {wect Arabian gums cannot comparez 
Which thus pretume, the cireumambient air. 
$5, when the Goſpel ſheds its cheering beams; 
Oa gracious fouls-3. like thoſe ſweet warming gleams, 
Which God ordains in nature 3 to draw forth 
The virtue ſeminal that's in_ the earth : | 


ſt warms their (8) hearts, their languid graces cheers 3 * .2. .; 


And: on ſuch fouls, a(9) ſpring-like tace appears. NE 
Th: gracious ſhowers thefe ſpititualcloudsdo yield; ++: 
Inriches them with (x) ſweetneſs 3 like a field INT 
- } Which God hath bleſt. Oh! *tis exceeding {weet,: 

' | When gracious hearts, and (2) heavenly truths do meet. 
- [ How ſhould the hearts of Szints, within them ſpring, 
When they behold (3) the meſſengers that bring 
Theſe ghadſom tydings ? yea, their very feet 
Are beautiful z bzcaute their meſſage {weet. 

O!1 what a mercy do thoſe (4) fouls enjoy 
' On whom ſuch Goſpel-dews fall day by day ! 
| Thrice happy Land which in this pleaſant ſpring, 
! Can hear theſe Turtles, in her hedges ſing. 
} O prize ſuch mercies, if;youask me why? 
Read on, you'le ſee, there's reaſon by and by, 


| 
| 


| 
| 


; (2)Rom.to.15 


(3)4Qs 8.8. ' 
\".'\Þ] 


| (4)Plalnag. 


| 
(3) Can 11 


1. 
(4) Plal. 104. | 
Z9., 
(5 )Pſal. 65. 14. 
(6) Pal. 197, 
I2et 
(7)Cant.2.125 
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(8) Col.4.8, | 
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CHAP. X. 


Myon a dearth Tf God reftrain the ſhowers, yew howle and cry x 


through wane. | Shall Satwts not mourn, when ſpiritual clopds are dry? | 
of rain 


OBSERVATION. 


b &- defervedlyaccounted a fad. judgment, when Godt 
| ſhurs up the heavens overgour heads, and' makes rhe] 
- | earth as braſs under our feet, Dex. 28. 23. Then the Hus-| © 
bandmen are'called to tnourning, Foel 1. 17. All the fields 
do languiſh, and'the bellowing cattel are pined with thir(t;] 
Such a ſad ſtate the Prophet rhetorically deſcribes, Fer. 14.] Þ 
\} 3, 4, 54 6- The Nobles bave ſent their little ones 80 the waters; 
. - ("| they came 20 the pirs and found uo waters they returned with their 
 Jaefſels empiy, they wert! uſharhed, and confounded, and coverte 
.. © their heads; beeauſethe ground is chapt, for there was mo vain in\ 
" {the earth, the Plowmen were aſhamed, they covered their heads :| © 
«| yea, the Hinde alſo calved inthe field and forſookit, becauſe there| | 
} was no graſs: and the wilde aſſes did ftandinth bigh places the yt” 
fr ed up thewind like dragons, their eyes failtd becauſe there | 
[war nografs. © - | 
* And that which makes the want of rain fo terrible a judg- 
ment, 15 the famine of bread, which neceſſarily follows theſe}. 
zxtraordinary droughts and is one of the: foreſt temporal} 
1 gmentswhich God tnflits upon the world. | 


APPLICATION: $774 OO 


1 


þ 


| AM truly, 25 much cauſe have they co weep and trem- 
ble, over whoſe ſouls God ſhuts up the ſpiritual clouds 

of the Goſpel, and thereby ſending a Giritaal .famine upon{ 
their ſouls. Such a judgment the Lord threatens in Amos} . | 
8.11. Behold the dayescome, ſaith the Lord, thad T will ſend a] + 
farmeinthe Land, not a famine of bread,nur a thirft for wane 5\ |} 


4 
* 
& 


FY : 
_—_—__ 
A” 
_— 


Lend 


- | WF a 
"os. , 


>, 


tt 


_— <<. 
_ 
% 
- Yo x 
22 po TI a 
SQ 
” 


Thar of bearing the word of the Lord. The meaning is, I will | 


| +1al clouds, removing, or filencing his Miniſters 3 fſ:nſible 


- Chriſtians would mect them in the 
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"FP themſdves at their feet, 
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than - that of the famine of 
bread ; for this Particle fot} is not ecxclaſwe, but exceſſive » | 
implying, that a famine of bread is nothing, . or but a light 
jadgment, compared with the famine of the Word, Pa- 
Mallel to which isthat Text, 1ſ2.5-6. IH lay it wafte ( faith | 
God of the fruitleſs Church) it (ball nor be pruned nor digged, 
but there ſhall come up bryars and thorns;I will aifo command the 
clends. that they rain not upox it. And we find both in humane 
and facred Hiltorics, that when God hath ſhut up the (pirt- 


ſend a more fearful judgment, 


Chriſtians have ever been deeply ate&ed with it, and rec- 
koned it a moi tremenduous judgment. Thus the Chriſti- 
ans of Antioch, when Chryſoſtom their Miniſter was baniſhed 
* they judged it better to loſe the Sun out of the firmament, 
than loſe that, their Minilter. And when Nazianzen was 
taking his leave of Conftantinopre , 2s he was preaching his 
farewel-Sermon, the people were exceedingly affeQed *with 
tislo; and among the reft, 
tionfell into a bittcr pafſion, 
tecun winitazem ipſam ejice. (i- 6.) Go farther, 


and cryed out, Audepater, 


of them? AZ. 20. 37; 3$., He had been 


2doud of bleſfings to that place, but now they miſt expect 
[0 more ſhowers from him. Oh, they knew not how to give 
UP ach a Miniſter ! when the Ark of God (which 'was the 
'Symbole of the divine preſence among the Jews) was taker, 
{ all the City eryed out, 1 Sam. 4+ 13- ©, the loſs of a Golpel 


Miniſtry 1s an :neftimable loſs ! not to be repaired but by its |- 


own return, or by heaven. Mr. Greenhan tells us , that in 


the times of Popiſh perſecution, when godly Miniſters 


an old man m the Congregety + AS. 4 
 Fand take away the whole Trinity with you 3 meaning, chag 
> "FGod would not ftay when he was gone. How did the Chri- 

"Vnians of Antioch alſo weep and lament, when Paut was tar 


king his farewel 


K/Satins oft ut" 
| [ol non Ince at, | 
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| were hated away trom their flocks to Martyrdom, the poor 
way to the priſons or 
#ake, with their little ones In 'thiir arms, and throwing 
would thus beſpeak them ; | *Whar 


#%-4* ſhall be our 
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eſtate, now you arc gone 
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:o Martyrdom? who | 
. (hall 


j 
| 


—_— 


"& 
-- Cs 


| F 
{; 


# © %s 15 
= A vy 


— — — 


.{/S3; 


, 

vi 
3 

*Þ 


tl. Rae, CE ow. 


TC 


. Hobeody, fruit; Os | 


= 
———_— 


© : 


—— DAIRY 


| * ſhall inftrucheſe poor Babes? who ſhall caſe our affii-} » 
' | © ed conſciences? who ſhall lead us in the way of life ?Þ + 
**xccompenſe unto them, O Lord | as they have deſerved, 
© whoare the caules of this, Lord give them ſad hearts, Duis 
talia fando, tempcret a lachrymis ? And to let you ec, there is | 
ſufficient ground forthis forrow, when God rcltrains the 
influences of the Goſpel, ſolemnly confider the following 
| particulars. 
- That it is a dreadful token of God's great anger againſt 
that pcople from whom he remoycs the Goſpel, The anger 
* | of God was feartully incenſed againſt the Church of Epheſus, 
when he did but threaten to come apainſt her, and remove | 
the Candlefiick out of its place,. Rev. 2. 5. *Fis a firoke at 
the ſoul, a blow at the root ; uſually the laſt, and therefore 
the worſt of judgments. There 15 a pedigree © of judg- 
ments, firſt Gamer bears Fezreel, next Loruhamab, and at lait 
brings forth Loammni, Haſ: 1. 4, 6, 8, 9. 4 6 TY 
| . There is cauſe of mourning, if you conſider the deplora- | 
ble ſtate in which all the unregenerate fouls are leſt, after 
the Goſpel is removed from them. What will become of 
theſe? or; by. whom ſhall they be gathered? it —_ the 
| bowels of Chriſt ycarn withm him,when he looked upon the 
{cattered multitude that had no Shepherd, Mat. 9. 36.What 
an cafie conqueſt doth the devil now make of then!? how falt 
doth hell fill in ſuch times ? poor ſouls, being driven thither 
in droves,and none to.reſcue them ! Mathew Paris tells us, | 
thit inthe year 1072. when preaching, was ſuppreſt at Rome, 
letters were they framed as'coming, trom hell ; whercin the 
devil gavethem thanks for the multitude of fouls they had 
' ſent to him that year. But tzuly we necd not.talk of letters | | 
from hell, weare told. from heaven, how deplorable the | , 
condition of ſuch poor fouls is. See Prop. 28. 19: Hof: 
4.6. Or, | | | 
The judgment will yct.appear very keavy, if you canſider 
the loſs which God's own people ſuſtain by the remoyal of 
the Goſpel; for therein they loſe (1) their chict glory, |.. 
Rom. 3. 2.. the principal thing in which the pecuſizrglory of 2 
' Ifrgel. confilted was this, That wnto them was committed the |; 
| | | | Oracles] ; 
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'Oracles of God. On that account it was called the gloriou: | bo, 
(Land, Das. 11.16, This made them greater than all ch | 
| Nations round about them, Dent. 4.7 8. (2 By loling th: 4 
' Ordinances, they lole their quicknings, cor. forts, and tcu' 1 
[1eireſhments 3 for all thcſe are. ſweet firexzms from th. "By 3 
Goſpel) fountain, Pſal. 119.50. Col. 4.8. No wonder then Is 
[ro hcar the people of God complain of dezd hearts, when | 
| the Goſpel 15 removed. (3) In the lols of the Golpel the) 
| lote their defence and ſatety. This is their hedge, their wall 
of protion, Iſ2. 5. 5. Walls and hedges { faith Myſulns | - 
* * -|zxloc. )arethe Ordinances of God, which ſerve both ad ſe- |. 
| pcrationem © munitionem, to diltinguiſh,and to defend them. | 
Whcn God plucks up this hedge, and breaks con this wa l,4 » 
all miſchicts break in upon us preſently,2 Chron.15. 3, 4.5, 6.] 
N w for a loug ſeaſon Iracl hath beey without the true Gd, and 
without a" teaching Prieſt, and without Law — Ardin thaſe tim:s 
_ "[there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, 
| but great vexations were upon al! the inhaÞ:tants of the Canmries 
and Nation was diſtroyed of Nation.and City of City 3 for "God Is 
did vex them with all adverſity. How: long did Ferufalem res} 3:2 
| | main, after that voice was heard ,in the Temple, migremes | 
binac 7 Let us be gone? (4) With the Goſpel, we loſe our! 
temporal injoyiments and creature- comtorts.- Theſe uſually | 
come and go with the Goſpel. When God had onee written | 
Loammi upen Iſrael, the next news is this, I will recover my 
nol and my flax, Hoſ. 2. 9. (5 and latily, to come up to the 
very caſe jn hand, they loſe with it their ſpiritual food, and Þ | 
ſoul-ſubſifence 3 for the Golpel is their feaſt of fat things, | 
Ie. 25. E,. their ſpiritual wells, Iſa, 12. 3a dole diliributed 
among the Lores poor, Rem. 1: 11. ina word, it is a$the 
rain and dews of heaven, 2s hath been ſhewed, which being 
:clirained;a ſpiritual tamine wecetarily. follows : a famine | 
of allthe moi terrible. Now to ſhew you the analogy. be- | 
twingt this, and a temporal famine, that therein you may ſce 
» Fwhat cauſe you have to be deep'y af, &d with it, take it in 
Fo. Itheſe fix following particulars. | | 
E þ A famine is cauſed by the failing of bread, or that which 


s in theficad, and hath the uſe of bread, Daintics and ſupecr- + 0 
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mo Hocbandry ſpiritualizgd; Or, © 


fuous rarities may fail,and yet men may ſubſift comfortably,J4 
| As long as people have bread and water, they will not fa-|% 
mith 3 but take away bread onec, and the (ſpirit of man fail-} - 
eth. Upon this account bread is called a fiaff, Pſ2/.105. 16, 
becauſe what a ſtaff is to an aged or feeble man, that bread is 
to the faint and fecble ſpirits, which even lo do lean apon it, 
And look what bread is to the natural ſpirits,that, and more 
than that, the word is to gracious ſpirits, Fob 23. 12.. I have 
eftecmred the words of thy month, more than my neceſſary food, If 
once God break this ttaff, the inner man, that hidden man of 
che heart, will quickly _s to fail and fagalter,,  * 

It is not every degree of fcarcity of bread, that preſently 
{ makes a famine, but a general failing of it z when no bread 
is to be had, or that which 1s, yields no nutriment. For a fa- 
mine may as well be occakoned by Gods taking away, paxis 
untrimentum; the nouriſhing vertue of bread, that it ſhall 
lignifie no more as to the end of bread, than a chip, Hag.1.6. 
as by taking away paxem nutrientem, bread it (elf, 1/7, 3. 1. 
And fo itis in a ſpiritual famine, which is occaſioned' ci- 
ther by God's removing all the Ordinances, and guaking 
viſion utterly to fail 3 or elſe, though there be preaching, | 
prayer, and other Ordinances left, (at leaſt, the- names and | 
ſhadowsot them) yet the preſence of God is not with them. 
There #5 no marrow in the bone, ho milk in the breaſt 3, .and 
ſo, as to ſouk-lubliftence, *tis-all one, as if there werepo ſuch 
things. | | 
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in a corporeal farnine,. mean and courſe things, become 
(weet andwplealant 3 famine raiſes the price and 'Reem of 
them. That which b:fore you would havethzown to your 
dogs, now goes down pleaſantly with your ſelves.” * Tor the 
hungry foul cvery bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. Tis the 
Dutch Provcrb, and a very trace one, Hunger js the belt 
'Cook. L 
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FejunuFftomachus raro vulgaris tematit. Horat, 
In time of Famine courſett tare contents, 
The barkirtg ſtomach ſirains no complements.” * A: /g.: 


”  Thebeaventyuſe of earthly things, 
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4 "Tis ſtoried of Artaxerxes Mzmor, that when he was fly- 
FFing bcfore his enemics, he fed hungrily upon barley bread, 
' Fand ſaid, Cujuſmodi voluptatis baitenus inexpertus fuit? Oh, 
| | what pleaſure have] hitherto been ignorant of ? When great 
- [Darius drank the paddled water, that had been ditiled with| 
{ | dead carcaſes which had been ſlain in that famous battel, he 
profeſſed he never drank more pleaſant drink. And famous 
Hiunnizdes (aid, He never fared more daintily, than when (in) 
* [a like exigence) he ſupped upon bread, onions, and water, 
| with 4.poor Shepherd in his cottage. 
| Juſt 6 doth a famineof the Word raiſe the price and e- 
ſeem, of vulgar and deſpiſed truths. O what would we give 
for one of thoſe Sermons,one of thoſe Sabbaths we former- : 
ly enjoyed ? In thoſe dayes the word of the Lord ras precious. E 
. | When God calls to the enemy to take away and remove his 
contemned, but precious daintics, from his wanton chit-} 
dren,"and 2 ſpiritual tamine hath a little pinched them, they: 
will then:learn to prize their ſpiritual food, at a higher 
rate, . | 
. In time of famine ſome perſons ſuffer more than others. 
& falls heavieſtand pincheth hardeſt upon the poorer ſort, 4+ - 
a$long as ay thing is to be had for money, the rich- will] 
lave ic. So it fallsout in a ſpiritual famine 3 although the 
+rienced, and beft turniſhed Chriſtians, will have' 
enought&#fo to-live m the abſence of Ordinances, yet they| 
e like. to fubfift much better, than 'weak, ignorant, and un-} 
EXPETIENC nes. Some Chrittians have husbanded theirt 
time well, like Foſeph in the leven years plenty, laid up 
for aſcarczty., The Word of God dwells richly in them. 
Some ſuch there are,as Fobx calls young men,who are ſtrong, | R 
and the word of God remaineth in them, of whom it may be F 
faid;as Ferom ſpake of Nepottanus,that by long and afltduous 
meditation of the Scriptures, he had made his breafttherye- 
ry Library of Chriſt. But others are babes. in Chrift 3 and 
tho 12h God will preſerve that good work which he hath be- 
WS [pun io them, yet theſe poor babes: will ſooneſt find, and} 
F; [>< paſt concerned in the lols of their {piritual Fathers -ard'- 


þ 


| 
"8 | 
"3 4 ” % ww td. Mt + -4 Per tr 


£ of «. _- bad 
- ng 4 
f J - . 
_ _ » 


= 6 Pp - 


l ry! CB 
wt+ Ty */T 
= m 4/ eÞ CR - 
_ lth. So QA 


= a. 


>. + 
AY yY +. 


ne Wy . 


— —Og——— —— —————_ — 


In time of- famine -there 'are-pititul crycs, and heart. f* 

Jo breaking complaints where-ever you go. O the many pale 
faczs you (hall then fee; and the (ad lagguage that rings in 

your ears in every place ! One crycs, bread, bread, fox 
Chrift's fake, one bit of bread z another- taints and falls 
down at your door. All b:y People figh, Lam. 1.11. Yea, the 
{poor little ones are brought 1n, 12. crying to their Mo- 
|thers, whereis the corn and wine ? and - then pouring out 
their ſouls into their Mothers boſom. Juſt ſo it is in a fa- 
[mine of the Word; poor Chriſtians cvery-where tigting 
"and crying, O where are our godly Miniſters? our feet 
| Sabbaths; Sermons, Sacraments, my Fathers, my Fathers, | 
the chario:s of Tſraeland the horſemen thereof ? How beau-|, 
tiful were your tcet upon'the mountains ! And then weep-| 
bing, like the people at Pauls departure, to think they ſhall}. 
ſee their faces no more. 
| .. Laſtly, in time of famine, there is nothing .ſo coſtly oor} 
zprecious, but pcople will part with it to purchaſe btead.} 
They havegiven their pleaſant things, for, meat to relieve their] 
{/or7h Lam.'1. 11- And doubtleſs when a ſpiritual famineſ 
ſhall pinch hard, thoſe that have been cloſe-handcd tq main: ? 
tain a Goſpcl-Miniſtry, . will 'account it a choice mercy toy - 
enjoy them again at any rate. Though the Lord feed you wit 
the breadof affliction, aud give you the watcrs of adverſity; yet it 
will ſweeten that bread and water to you, if your tetchtrs* be hol | 
more removed into corners, Ila. 30. 20, LE. 
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| Is the famine of the word ſoch a fearful judgrient ? theri)| - 

I; Lord pardon my unthankfulneſs, forthe plencifal and long 
continued jnjoyment ctſuch a precious and inv4luablener:]| 
{ cy. How lightly have I eſteemed the great things of the]; + 
Goſpel ? Othat with eyes and hands lifted up to' heaven; T?; | 
np blels the Lord, that ever I-was brought: forth in" an}\ © 
-Jy8< of fo much light ! in a-valley of viſions, in a Eand flow : 
48 with Gofpel-mercies. -Hath not God miad+'of one Vlon | 


| 
4,211. 
ve Nations of men, to dwell on the face of the earth ? an eerie ' 
= My, If | Fs Fn | 
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BY means ? tew more then I; Alas ! 
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| Is the Goſpel indeed departed ? 
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ons are involved in groſs darknels. Now that of all the _ 
| 
the plznty of Goſpel-mercies, that this age and Nation 


delarts of Arabia, or waltes of America, but in England 
where God hath made the Sun of the Goſpel to ſtand (till, as 


| ehE natural Sun once did over Gibeon 3 and that ſuch a mercy 


ſhould no more affe& my ſoul, let ſhame cover my face for 
this, and trembling ſeize my heart. | 
| its fweet influences re- 
{trained?and a ftamineworle then that of þread coine upon us. 


even the day of Jacob's trouble. Wo is me,that ever I ſhould ſur- 
vive the Goſpel, and the precious libertics and metrcies of it ! 
What horrid fins have been harþoured amongſt us,for which 
the Lord contends, by ſuch an nnparalleld judgment ? Lord, 
tet ryc juſtifie thee, even in this ſeyere diſpenſation 3 the 
.provacation of thy Sons, and of thy daughters have been ve- 
ry great, and amongſt them none. greater than mine, May 


| we not this day read our ſin in out puniſhment? O what nice' 


and wanton app:tites,what curious and itching ears,had thy 


were more regarded than the excellent treafures: ot divine 
truths. Ah my ſoul ! I remember my fault this day, little 


4.did Ithen coylider, that Sermorisyork not upon hearts, as 


they are thus elegant, thus admirable, butas they are inftrg- 


1m2ots in the hand of God appointed toſuch an end. Even & 


Auſtin (aid of the Conduits'of water, though one be in the 


frethes as it is water, and not as it comes from ſuch a Cons ! 
duic : By this.alſo, O Lord, thou zcbukeſtthe ſupinels and 
formality of thy people.. How dr »wlie, dull, and . careleſs 
they becn undcr che moſt excellent and quickning 

] have often prefenied my 
0 | boc y 
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hath enjoyed; that my Mother did not bring me torth in the | | 


| Alas!fur the day.for it is a great day ſothat none is like it 3 it is | ChriſtiansRe-g ,? 


people in the dayes of plenty ? Methods, tones and geſtures, | 


ſhape of an Angel, another of a beaſt, yer the water re- l 
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| ans ofthe truths Theard upon my heart. But Alas ! IF it 


| 


| ages, and loſt opportunities. Lord reſtore. me once again | 
toa ſerviceable capacity, to a larger {phere of aQtivity for 


| breadenough in thine houſe for all thy children. . 


ledge thy righteouſneſs. Many times have I been fſinfully fi- 


rr mr nn —— 
Husbandty: ſpiritualized; Or, Is 
nos 


body Be the Lord'in Ordinances, # 4 4vxh &£3 3 bar}. 
my ſoul hath been-wandring abroad, as Chryſoſtom- ſpeaks.! 
I{hould have cage from under every Sermon as a ſheet 
comes from the preſ6,with all the ſtamps and lively 1mpreth- 


had been demanded of ine, as once it-was of Ariſtotle, after 
a long and curious Oration; how he liked it, I might have] 
an{wered as he did, truly E did not hear it 3 for I was all the 
while minding another-matter» Righteous art thou,O Lord, 
1n all that is come upon-us. - 

I-2m now as a Spring (hut up, that can yield no refreſh 
ment to thirſty ſouls, ready to periſh. Thou haſt ſaid to me} 
as once to Ezekiel, Son of man, behold, T will make thy tongue | * 
cleave to the roof of thy mouth,- and thou ſhalt be dumb.'This 1s a | .* 
heavyjudgment; but thou mult be-jnftthed and cleared in it, 
Although mea-may not, yet God, if he pleaſe, may put-a 
bghted candle under a buſhel. And hereyn I' muſt acknow+ 
tent, when both thy glory and the intereft-of ſouls ingaged 
me to ſpeak-. Moſt julily therefore haſt -thou made my 
tongue to cleave to its roof. Little did I-conitder thee pres 
ciouſneſs of ſouls,or the tremenduous account to be giyen 
tor them, at the appearing of the great Shepherd.I havenow 
time enough'to fit down and mourn over former - miſcarri- 


TW ; 
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"T 


thee.'for I am now become as a broken veflel. It' grieves 
mc to the heart, to ſee thy flock ſcattered, to hear thy people | _! 
«y to me,as once to Foſeph, Give xs bread, for - why ſhould 'wwe | * 
dye in thy preſence ?7- Thy word is like fire, ſhut up -in m' | 
bones,and I am weary with forbearing. O;that thou wouldf 
once again open the doors of thine houſe; that there may - be. 
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F | The beaventy aſe of earthly things. 
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Tae clefted earth, her thirſty mouth (5) ſets ope, 


[Gods 
; Which when the Lord in judgment ſhall reftrain : 
The peopfes ſouls in thort time will be found 
*FIn ſuch a cafe, as this dry, parched ground. 
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The POEM. 


Hen God doth make the.(1) heavens above us*brals, 
The carch's like iron. Flowers, herbs and grals 
Have loſt th:ir fragrant green are turned (2 ) yellow. 

The brooks are dry, the.pining cattel (3 ) bellow. 

The fat and flowry meadows ſcorcht and burn'd. 

The Countreys mirth is into (4) mourning turn'd, 


Unto the empty clouds ; as *twere in hope 


Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 3 


Her fiery thirſt : but thye ſoon paſs away. 


- [Thz penſive (6C Husbandman with his own eyes, 
-\Bedews-his Land 3 becauſe he ſees the $kies : 
” [Refuſe todo it, (7) jult.ſo ſtands the calc, 


When God from ſouls, 


Mi 


removes the means of grace, 
iniſters are clouds, their dorine (8) rain 3 


When this (9) ſad jadgment falls on any Nation,' 
Let Saints therein take up this Ismentation. 
O dreadful, dark, and diſmal day ! 
How is our glory fled away. 
Our Sun gone down, our ſtars o're caſt 3 
God's heritage, is now laid waſt. 
Our pining ſouls no bread can get, 
Witch wantons God hath juſily met, 
When we were fed unto the ſull, 
This man was tedious 3 that was dull, 
But they are gone, and there remain 
No ſuch occalionsto complain. 
Stars are not now for lights, but ſigns; 
God knows of what heart- breaking times. 
Sure heaven intends not peace, but wats 3 
In calling home Ambaſſadors. 
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body bMrc the Lord: in Ordinances, # A uy i£3 z but]. 
my ſoul hath been-wandring abroad, as Chryſofom- ſpcaks.|| 
Iſhould have c@gne from under every Sermon as a ſheet 
comes from the preſs,with all the ſtamps and lively 1mpreth- 
| ans of the truths ITheard upon my heart. But Alas !' IF it 
had been demanded of ine, as once it-was of Ariſtotle, after | - 
along and curious Oration; how he liked it, I might have] 
anlwered as he did, truly I did not hear it; for I was all the 
while minding another-matter» Righteous art tiou,O Lord, 
4n all that is come upon-us. 
| . * Fam nowas a Spring ſhut up, that can yield no refreſſs- |. 
& * >0Y ment to thirlty ſouls, ready to periſh. Thou haſt ſaid to me' 
| {nifters. Refle | 35 once to Ezekiel, Son of man, behold, T will make thy tongue | | 
| | Rion. cleave to the roof of thy mouth,- and thou ſhalt be dumb.This'1s a | -/ 
heavyjudgment; but thou mult be-jnfttfhed and clearedn it. | 
Although mea-may not, yet God, if he pleaſe, may put-a 
tghted candle under a buſhel. And hereyn I muſt acknow+ 
ledge thy righteouſneſs; Many times have I been ſinfully fj- 
| tent, when beth thy glory -and the interefi-of fouls ingaged 
me to ſpeak-. Moſt jultly therefore haſt-thou made my | - 
0ngue to cleave to its roof. Little did F-conſider the pres þ. 
ciouſne(s of ſouls,or the tremenduous account to be given | + 
tor them, at the appearing of the great Shepherd.I hayenow 
time enough'to ſit down and mourn over former © miſcarri- 
| ages, and loſt opportunities. Lord reſtore. me once again + 
tea ſerviceable capacity, to a larger {phere of aQivity for | 
thee,'for Iam now become as a broken veſſel. It' grieves | 
meto the heart, to ſee thy flock ſcattered, to hear thy people | _ 
cxy to me,as once to Foſeph, Give xs bread, for : why ſhould've | 
| dye in thy preſence ?- Thy word is like fire, ſhut up -in m 
bones,and I am weary with forbearing. O;that thou would 
once again open the-doors of thine houſe, that there may - be. 
bread-enough in thine houſe for all thy children. . 


———C 


a2 
2 bs 


% 


- = ; 


* 
& þ 


ths 


"SE. 
=-4 - 
Fo — 


be 


| 


oc 


. 
: 

1 

« 


: 
of 
- 


- 
- 
D — — 


” #—_— 


q 
F 


I 

+ FF. 

« 4 - 
Wo 


: by 
= p 
, 


'When 
Gods 


The peo 


$ The beavenly aſc'of earthly things. 
: atone Ado ati 


et Sain 


cf 


In calling home Ambaſſadors. 


The POEM. 


Hen God doth make the.(1) heavens above us*bra(s, 
The carth's like iron. Flowers, herbs and graſs 
Have loſt their fragrant green; are turned (2) yellow. 
The brooks are dry, the,pining cattel (3) bellow. 
. | The fat and flowry meadows ſcorcht and burn'd. +» 
The Countreys mirth is into (4) mourning turn'd, 
Tae clefted earth, her thirſty mouth (5) ſets ope, 
Unto the empty clouds ; as *twere in hope 
Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 3 
Her fiery thirſt : but thye ſoon paſs away. 
[- [Thz penfive (6 Husbandman with his own eyes, 
Z\Bedews-his Land 3 becauſe he ſees the skies : 
© [Refuſe to do it, (7) jult-ſo ſtands the caſe, 
God from fouls, 
| Kiniſters are clouds, their doErine (8) rain 3 
; Which when the Lord in judgment ſhall reſtrain ; 

| ples ſouls in thort time will be found. * 
| *FIn ſuch a cafe, as this dry, parched ground. | 
& [When this (9) ſad judgment falls on any Nation," 


removes the means of grace, 


ts therein take up this Ismentation. 

O dreadtul, dark, and diſmal day ! 

How is our glory fied away. 

Our Sun gone down, our ſtars 0're caſt 3 
God's heritage, is now laid waſt, 

Our ptning ſouls no bread can get, 

With wantons God hath juſily met, 
When we were fed unto the ſull, 

This man was tedious 3 that was dul!. 
But they are gone, and there remain 

No ſuch occalionsto complain. 

Stars are not now for lights, but ſigns; 
God knows of what heart- breaking times. 
Sure heaven intends not peace, but wars 3 
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(1)Deur.28.23 | 


| (2) Jocl 1,19. | 


(3) Joel 1.1 

Jer. 14-56, 

(4) Joel 1; x84. 

(5) Jer:14.pe | 
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VENT  Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 


How long did Sod»m's judgment ſtay ? 
 Whenrightcous Lot 'was {natcht away. 
How. long remain'd that fately Hall, 
. When $ ampſon made the pillars fall ? 
When Horlemen, and Commandezs fly 3 
Wo to the helpleſs mnfantry. 
This is a ſad and fatal blow, 

A publick loſs and overthrow. 

You that ſo long wiſh'd them gone, 
Bequiet now 3. the thing is done. 
Did they torment you ere your day ?. 
God hath remov'd them out o'th*way. 
Now ſleep in fin; and take your eaſe 3 
Their do&trine ſhall no more difpleafe. 
But Lord ! what ſhall become of us ? 
Our Teacher's gone, and left us thus ! 
'To whom ſhall we our ſelves addreſs, 
When conſcience labours in diftrels ? 

O, who ſhall help-us at our need ? 
Or'pour in Balm, when wounds do bleed ? 
Help Lord, for unto-thee our eyes 

Do pour out tears 3 our groans, our Cryes 
Shall never ceaſe: till thou reſtore, 

The mercies which we had before, 

Till $;ozs paths where graſs now grows, 
Be trodden by the feet of thoſe 

That love thy name: and long t* enjoy 
The mercies they have fin'd away. . 


Fe "eE l 


_ * > ——— 


. : 
7” 
"I; 


>. . o 
-Itheſefollowing particulars. :- 
140 N;® _ - A L " 
© wkil P "_ TT 4 of J : 


tt. 
= — 6 a 


' iþ Seeds dye and rot, and then moſt freſh appear, - 


| | but if it dye, it brings forth much fruit. The death of the Corn| 
: © hinthecarthisnot a total death, but only the corruption or 
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The heavenly uſe of carthlythings. 


Saints todies riſe more erient th:n they were, 


4 , 


OBSERVATION. 
» A. Fter the ſeed is committed to the earth, it ſeems to pe- 


{A riſh and dye, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Fohi 12. 24, Ex+! 
cept @ corn of wheat fall into the ground and dye,it abidcth lone; 


alteration of it : for it once the feminal life and vertue of 
it were quite extinguiſht, 1t could never put forth blade or 
of death; therefore Chriſt here uſes it as a fit illuſtration of 


apt to illuſtrate chat great myſtery. What a fragrant, green 


& APPLICATION. 


'T” Ven thus ſhall the bodies of the Saints arife in beauty} 
and glory at the reſurreion. They are ſown in diſhonour, 
they are yaiſcd :n glory 3- they are ſown natural bodies, they are 


knows, that though the ſecd rot inthe earth, yet it will riſe 


y bis body;'yet je bir ff be ſhall.ſee-God. Job 19.25. &e, 


and the reſemblance 


x of 


CHAP. Ix, 2 
| 


car withont-a miracle. Yet, becauſe that alteration is a kind}- 
the reſurre&ton. And mdeed there 1s'nothing in nature more] . 


{and beautiful blade do we ſee ſpring up from a corrupted} 
ſeed? how black, and mouldy is that ? how beautiful and 


{verdant is this ? 


raiſed ſpiritual bedies, 'I Cor. | J» 43, 44+. The Husbandman | 
: ain.And the believerknows, That though after bis rkinworms |, 


wixt the ſeed ſown,and ſpringing ups|.. 
nd the bodies of the Saints dying, and riſing again, lyes m|.. 
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KF irft, the ſeed is commicted to the carth from whence it|* 
| came; {© is the body of a Saint 3 earth it was, and to carth 
it is again reſolved, Grace exempts not the body of the belt 
man trom (ecing corruption, Rom. 8. 10, .Though Chrilt be 
in him, yet the body is dead) that is, ſentenced to death, be- 
cauſe of fin, Heb. 9. wlt. It is appointed for all mex once to 
dye. ; 

: Secondly, The (ced is caſt into the earth in hope, 1 Cor. 3 
10. Were there. not a. reſurrection of it expected, the| 
} Husbandman would never be willing to caſt away hig Corn, 
The bodiesof Saints are alſo committed to the grave in 
| hope, 1 Thef, 4. 13, 14- But I world not have you to be igno- 
{rant brethren, concerning thoſe which axe aſleep, ay them which| 
 bave no hope 3 for if we believe that Feſus dyed and reſe. again, 
' even ſo alſo them which ſleep in Feſus ſhall the Lord bring with 
. thim This bleſled hope ot a refurretion, ſweetens, not only 
| | the troubles of life, but the' pangs of death. 

| Thirdly, the ſeed is caſt into the carth feaſonably, in its: 
proper ſeaſon. So are the bodics of the Saints, Fob. 5. 26. 
Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full. 2ge.,2s aſhock of eorn cometh| 
in, it its ſeaſon. They alwayes dye in the htreſt time, though 
ſornetimes they ſeem to dye innnaturately.The time of their 
death was from all eternity pregfixt by God, beyond which 
they cannot go, and ſhort of which they cannot come, 

The ſeed lyes many dayes and nights under the clods, be- 
fore it riſc and appear again,” Evex ſo man lyeth dawn, and 
riſeth not ag 2in till the heavens be #0 more, Job. 14. 12, The 
-| dayes of darkneſs in the grave are mariy. 

Whcea the time is cone tor its ſoaring up, the carth that | ' 
covered it can hid it no longer, it cannot Keep it down a day 
morezit will find or make a way threugh the clods. So in 
that day when the great trump {hall ſound, bone ſhall come, 
to his bone, and theygraves ſhall not beable to hold them a} 
migute-longer. Both Sea and earth muſt render the dead 
that are in them, Rev. 20. 13+ | ; 
; | When the {ced [appears above. ground again, it appears 
much more freſh and orient than when.it was caſt into the] - 
carth. God cloaths it with ſuch beauty, that it is not like}; 
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” fro what it was betore. "Thus riſe the bodies of Saihts, mar* 
& [vellouſly improved, beautified and perfe@ed with fpiritua 
Fqualices and rich endowments ; in reſpe& whereof they arty 
called ſpiritual bodies, 1 Cor. 15, "43. not properly, bur| 
analogically ſpiritual; tor look as ſpirits ſubfilt without 
{ | food, raiment, fleep, know no laffitude, wearincE or pain. 
[fo our bodies atftcr the telurreEtion ſhall be above theſe ne 
+ | | ceflities and dittempers; for we ſhall 'be as the Angels -of | 
God, Mat. 22.30. Yea, our vile bodies {hall be changed, 
and made like unto Chriſts glorious body; which is the high- | 
eſt pitch, and aſcent of glory and honour, that an Eumane 
body is capable of, Phil.- 3. 21, Indeed the glory of the | 
ſoul ſhall be the greateſt glory; that's the orient invaluable 
Jem 3 but God will beſtow a diſtin& glory upon the body. 
and richly cnammel the very cafe in which that precious 
jewel ſhall be kept. In that glorious morning of the ' reſur- 
xe&ion, the Saints ſhall put on their n&w freth ſuits of ficſh, 
xichly laid and trummed with glory. Thoſe bodies which in 
thegrave were but duſt and rottenneſs, when it delivers them 
{back again, ſhall be ſhining and excellent pieces, abfblutely 
and evcrlaſtingly freed. (1) From all natural infirmitics |. 
and diftempers 3 death is their good Phyſician, which at | 
once freed them of all diſeaſes. - *Tis a great AMiction 
now to many of the Lord's pcople, to be - clog'd with fo 
{many bodily infirmities which render them very unſervice- 
- [able to God. The ſpirit indeed 3s willing, but the fleſh is weak: 
A crazy body retorts and ſhoots back 1ts diftempers upon the | 
| foul with which it is ſo cloſely conjoyned 3 but though now 
* {the ſoul (as They aR nn) payes I dear rent tot the 
Þ- [Tabernacle in which it dwells, yet when death diſlolves that 
Tabernacle; all the diſcales nc. pams under which it groan- 
* fed ſhall be buricd in the rubbiſh of its mortality 3 and when 
[they come to be re-united again. God will beſtow rich gitts 
> [and dowries,cven upon the body,in the day of its re-eſpoufals 
= [totheſoul.-(2): It ſhall be tteed from all deformities, there 
* Jaxe oo breaches, flaws, monſtroſitics- in glorified bodies 
= Thitof them it may much rather be (aid, what was once faid 
& fo 4b/alom,2:Sam. 14.25. That from the crown,of bis bead,'to 
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| the ſale of hirkoet 3 there 24s 20 blemiſh in him, (ly) It that : 


be freed fromall naturall necet{ities, to which it is now ſat 
jeRcd in this its animal ſtate. How is.the ſoul now dilquiees{® 
ed and tortured wichcares and troublcs, co provide tor af: 


it 5 now vexcd with, What ſhall it cat ? and what thall jr 
” 


| belly,and the-belly for meats 3 God ſhall deſtroy both it and thei 


» 


. 


cyen.as the Maſts, Poop and Stern of a Ship abide in oiichs 
harbour after the voyage 15 ended, ſo. ſhall cheſe bodiffl 
members,as Tertulljan excellently illuſtrates it, (4ly. ) Thays 
ſhall be freed from death, to which thenceforth they- cawif' 


| 


be ſubjc& no more; that formidable adverſary of nature\g 
(hall aſſault 1t no more. For they which ſhall be accounted wor= þ4 
thy to obtain that worls, and the reſurreGion from the dead; ag ; 
ther marry, nor are given in marriage, neither can they dycan 
more , for they ſhall be equal to the Angels, and are the cM: 


' [dren of God,being the children of the reſurrettion, Luk. 20.3 5,36:}= 
[Mark it| equal to the Angels | not that they ſhall be lepaygtyÞ 'E 


and ſinge ſpirits without bodies, as the Angels are, but 
ing. We ſhall then live upon God, and at freely, pur 
delighting in creatures, ſeems in that Text (by a Synech*F* 


all creature-delights, dependencies, and necellitics) to. be 
->:cluded. Nothing but God ſhall enamour and kill the ſoul;} 


| and the body fhall be perfe&ly ſubdued to the ſpirit. Lordi 


what haſt thou prepared for them. that loye thee ? ©--3Kf 


REFLECTIONS. 


ed in'the world to come, then Lord let me never be unwil-{1 
ling to uſe my body now forthe intereſt of thy glory, or m ; 


qwn Salvation. Now, Omy God, it gricves.me: to chinkÞs 


" . 


how#; 


If I ſhall receive my body again, ſo dignified and improve1# 


perilhing body ? Many unbelievirg and unbecoming fears, L, F 
% 
drnk2and wherewithall ſhall it becloathed? Brut meats fon ai} 


| 1 Cor« 6. 13+ (4. Cc.) aSto their preſent ute and office ; for WiÞ 
35 tO its exiſtence, fo the belly (hall not be wcttroyed. Butt 


qualto them in the way and manner of their living and a Þ 
| | and delightfully for God 3 for all kind of living upon, a S 8 | 


doche of the part which is ordinarily in Scripture put” for | 


— 


tas £ 
as 


«= » 0 
">" a x 
” > - 
. 4 —_— = »- 
»*A p 
05. (a8 
” . k 
\F L = 
1 
'T 


l WW, 


_ I I 


3 Y The beg venly uſe of 
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how many precious opportunities of ſerving and honouring | | 


 .{thee, I have loſt under pretence of endangering my health. 
# I have been more ſplicitous to live long and healthfully. 
{than to live uſefully and iruitfully 3 and like enough my lite 
had been wore {crviceable to thee, it it had not bzen {o fond- 
; {ly overvalued by me. EY 
| Foglith ſoul, hath God given thee a body for a living too! | 
or inftramcnt ? and art thou atraid to ule it ? wherein is the | 
mercy of having a body, itnot in {pending and wearing it}. 
' out in the ſervice of God ? to have an active vigorous body , 
iand not to imploy. and exerciſe it for Go.l, tor fear of en- 
dangering its health, is as if one thould give thee a handſom 
and fprightful horſe, upon condition thou ſhouldit not ride 
or work him. O ! it ſome of the Saints had enjoyed the blet- 
ſing-of tfuch an healtliy a&tive body as mine, what excellent 
{cerywts would they have pertorm@ to Gol int? | 
If my body ſhall as ſurely riſe agaiÞ* in glory, vigour and 


2» 


texccllent endowmentsas the ſeed which I ſow doth, why The nckly 


ſhonld not this comfort me overall the paias, weakneſſes | $1ins refleei: 
anddulncſs with which my ſoul is now clogged? Thou knovw- | on. 
eſt my God, what a grict it hath beey to my foul, to befet-! 
[tered and intangled with the diſtempers and manifold in: 
diſpoſitions of this vile body. It hath made me figh and fay, 
' with holy Anſelme , when he faw the mounting bird weigh- 
led down by the ſtone hanging at her leg, Lord, thus it fares 
|withthe ſoul of thy ſervant ! © fain would I ſerve, glorihe, 
landenjoy thee, bat 'a diſtempered body will not let me. 
{ Horwever, it is reviving to think, that though T am now for- 
iced to crawl like a worm in the diſcharge .of my duties, I 
{ſhall hortly fly like a Seraphim in the execution of thy will, 
| Cheer up drooping ſoul, the time is at hand, when thou ſhalt 
|bemade more willing than thou art , and thy fleſh.not fo 
weak as now 1t 1s. 
; And is it fo indeed ? then let the dying Saint like Facob 
* +[rouze up himſelt upon his bed, and incourage himſelt againſt 
F* :Sthe fears of death by this refreſhing contideration. * Let 
5 Ymday with holy dying Muſczlns, Why trembleſt t :0u 
= +{@2y foul) togotorth of this Tabernacle to the Land of 
[15 --mt PÞ | -. reſt? 
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r, 
' reſt ? hath thy body been ſuch a pleaſant habitation-to thee, |. +: 
| that thou ſhould{t be ſoloath to part. withr it, though but for 
a time? and with aſſurance of recciving it again with ſuch/al.,4 
glorious improvement? I know (O my foul) that thou haſt | 
2 nztural inclination ro th1s body , refulting trom the dear 
2nd ſixi& union. which God himſelf hath made betwixt thee | 
and it ! yea, even the holieſt, of men do forretimes' ſenlibly 
{cel the like in themſelves ; but bervare thou love it not im-| 
moderately or inordinately 3 *tis but a creature, how dear} 
{oever it be to thee,?. yea, a facing creature, and that which ' 
now ſtands in thy way to the tall enjoyment of. God. But 
ſry my foul ,, why are the thoughts of parting with it fo 
 burdenſom.to thee? Why (o loath to take death by its cold 
hand ? Is this body'thy old and dear friend ? True, but yet 
thou parteſt not with it upon ſuch ſa@terms,as ſhould deſerve 
a tear {t parting. ForamaFelt thou not ſay of this departure, 
las Paul of the departure of Oneſimus, Philem. v.15. 7 
therefore departetb for a ſeaſon that thou mayeſt it receive for ever. 
The day ot re-eſpouſals will quickly come, and in the mean 
time as thy body ſhall not be ſentible of the tedious length 
| of interpoſing time, ſo neither ſhalt thou be ſolicitous about 
thine abſent friend : for the fruition of God .in that thine 
unbodied ſtate, ſhall fill thee with' infinite fatisfaction and 
reſt, | | | 
Or is it not ſo much ſimply for parting with it, as for the 
manner of thy parting , cither by the ſlow and lingring ap- 
proaches of a natural, or the quick and terrible approaches] 
of a violent death: Why, trouble not_ thy ſelf about that] -; 
for if God lead thee through the long dark lane of a tedious] -* 
icknels, yct at the end of it is thy fathers houſe. And for 
a violent dcath *tis not ſo material, whether friends or enc-]: : 
mies ſtand weeping or triumphing over thy dead body..-Ni--# 
bil corpus ſentit in nervo cum anima ſit in cal, When thy ſoul}! 
ſhall be intheaven, *twillnot be ſenfible how the body is uſed|-'# 
on earth, | | 
"IP _ Butoh! what an uncomfortable . parting will mine be?j 
The ungodly | and how muh more fad our meeting again! how will this}. 
SP>glsRcfcaion | ſoul and body bluſh, yea tremble when they meet, who have 
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fl The heavenlyufe ofearthly things, © © 


becn copartners in (6 much guile ? I damn'd my foal, to, 
pleaſe my fleſh, and now have ruin'd both thereby :. had 1: 
denied my fleſh to ſerve Chriſt, worn out my body 1a the t 
ſervice of my toul ; I had thereby. happily provided for them} 
both, bat I b:gan at the wrong end, and {o have ruin'd both 
eternally. 
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The POEM. 


Are ſeeds have no'great beauty , but inhum'd 
LI That which they had is loſt; and conſam'd 
They ſoon (| corrupt, and grow more baſe by odds ; 6.4 
When dead ; and buried underneath the clods, - | (@) joh.nv.24-7; 
Ic falls in (b) baſcneſs, but at length doth riſe - | 44 
In glory; which delights beholders eyes. (#) x Cor: 19:4 
| How great a difference have a few dayes made <4 - pd; . 


Betwixt it, ia the buſhel, and the blade ! 

This lovely, lively emblem aptly-may 

* © | Type out the glorious Reſurrection day. 

> || Wherein the Saints that in the duſt do lye, 

| Shall riſe 1n glory, vigour, dignity. 

+} With finging in that (c) morning they ariſc, 2 

And (d;dazling glory » ſuch as mortal eyes ( c) Pſa.4s- 

+| Ne're viewed on carchs The Gang beautics here, (4) Mat-13-48 15 

-  |-No more can equalize their ſplendor there : | | 

& | Than glimmering glow-worms do the faireſt ſtar, 

” '} That ſhines in heaven 3 or the ſtones that are 

41a every ljreet, may competition hold | 
2; FWith glittering diamonds in rings of gold, We. 

#7 For unto (e) Chriſt's moſt glorious body they (e)P il 3.20, 4% 
F} Shall be confarm'd in glory, at that day 3 1 
3 Whole luſtre would, ſhould it on mortals falls 
{| Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Payl. 

3 Tis now a courſe, and crazy houſe of clay 3 
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A But 0 ! how dear do ng + Jooging pay! 
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Insbandry ſpiritualized;, Or, [' 
: | Few more than I, for thon my ſoul haft bin 
Within theſe tents of Kedar cooped in, 
| Where with diſtempers clog'd, thou mak'ft thy moans, 
And for deliverance with tears and groans 3 
(0g Rev. 7.19.) Haſt often ſued,cheer up, tte( f') then: will be 
When thou from all theſc troub!es (halt be. free. 
| No jarring humours, cloudy vapours, rheums, 
Pain, aches, or what ever elſe conſumes 
My dayes in grict; whil'ſt in the Chriſtian race, 
Fleſh lags behind 3 /g) and can't keep <qual pace 
With the more willing ſpirit ; none of theſe, 
Shall thencelſorth clog thee, or diſturb thine caſe. 
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CHAP. XIb 


4: "TS 

- > FUpon ahe re- | 

97 > 5 hin As wheat reſembled is by wiler taves, 
I whearand | So wile hypocrifie like grace appears. 


—_—_— 


OBSERVATION. 


1 
| : 2 [LAreS, 


 & is Feroms Obſervation, that wheat and -tares are fo 
much alike in their firſt ſpringing up, that it-is' excced- 
ing difficult todifſtinguiſh the one trom the othet. Theſe 
are his words, Inter trizicum & lolium quamdiie herba eſt, & 
nondum culmus venit ad ſpicam 5 grandis ſimilitudo eft © & jn- 
diſcernends aut nulla, ant perdifficilis diſtantia. The difference 
/ {faith he) between them is either none at all, or wonderful 
 aifficult to diſcern, which/thoſe words of Chritt, Mat, 13: 3d. 
plainly confirm. Let them both alone till the Harveſt; there- | * 
by intimating,both the difficulty of diftinguiſhing the tares 
and wheat ; as alſo, the unwarrantable raſkneſs ot bold and 
haſty cenfures of mens fincerity or hypocrifie, which is there 


ſhadowed by therk, 
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APPLICATION. | 


_ 
| Ow difficult: {oever it be to difcern the diference be- | 
4A twixt wheat and tares 3 yet doubtleſs the eye *of fence | 


{can much cafier diſcriminate them, than the moſt quick and | 


piercing eye of mancan diſcern the difference betwixt {pe-1 
cial and common grace: for all ſaving graces in the'Saints | 
have their counterteits in hypocrites. There are (imilar 


works in thiſe, which a ſpiritual and very judicious eye* may | 


eaſily miltake for the ſaving and genwine effecisof the fanctify-- 
Ing Spirit. | | | 

 Doth the Spirit of God convince the confciences bf is 
people, of the evilof tin ? Rom. 7. 9. Hypocrites have 
their convictions too.aExed, 10. 16. Then Pharoah called for 
Moſes and Aaron 3# haſte, and he ſaid, I have ſinned again} the | 
Lerd your God," and againſt you. Thus was Saxtalfoconvidted, 


« 


| lupernatural work of faith, in:convinced and humbled ſouls? 


1. Sam. 15. 2 4+ 


gion of life, -in the people of God? even hypocrites alſo 
have been famous for their retormations, The unclean fpirit 
often goes out-of the formal hypocrite,by an external refor- 
mation z and yet fill recains. his; propriety in. thern, Mat. 
12. 43, 44, For that 'departureis indeed ' no more than a | 


| 


|; Doth true-conviction and compun@ion work reforma- |: 


tion of hell, have yet eſcaped the pollutions of the world; | 
and that by the knowledge of the Son off God, 2 Pet. 
2. 20 . | 

Doth.the Spirit of the Lord- produce that glorious and 


in this alſo the hypocrite apes and imitates the believer, As 
8. 13. Then Simon himſelf believed alſo, Luke 8. 13. Theſe 
#re they wbich for a while believe, and in time of temptanon fall 
jay PO Og 

Doth the precious eye of faith; difcovering -the* tranſcen- 


__ 


OG wm -— 


him? -Strange motions of heart have alſo been found in hy- 


n 
» 
8,9 ”s wh : 4.4.08 — 


dent excellencies that are in Chriſt, inflame the affe@ions of 
Abe believing ſoul with vehement-defires and "longings after 


politick retreat. Many. that"ſhall never efcape the' damna- } 
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; pocrites towards Chriſt and heavenly things, Fob 6.34.1 | 
| | Lord evermore give us this bread, Mat. 25. 8. Give us of your 
oyl, for our lamps are gone out. With what a rapture was Ba- | 
laam tranſported, when he faid, Let me dye the death of the 
righteous, and my laſt end be like bis ? Numb.23; 10, | | 

Duth the work of faith in {ome believers bear upon ijg 
top branches, the full ripe: fruits of a bleſſed aſſurance ? 
Lo! What ſtrong confhdences, and high built perſwaſions of . 
an intereſt in God, have ſometimes been found, cven in un- * 
ſanCtified ones ? Foh. 8. 54. Of whom you ſay, that be is your | 
1God, and yet ye have not known him. To the' fame height of f 
| confidence arrived thole vain fouls, mentioned in Rom.2.19. |. 

Yea, fo ſtrong may_ this falſe aſſurance be, that 'they dare ; - 
boldly venturc to go to the judgment ſeat of God, and there | 
|detend it, Mat.7.22. Lord, Lord, have we mot prophecyed in. 
thy name ?. b» | 

Doth,the Spirit of God fill che heart of the aſſured be- | 
lever with joy unſpeakable and full of glory; giving them. 
through faith a prelibation ox foretaſte ot heaven it (elf, in 
thoſe firſi fruits of it ? How near to this comes that which : 
the Apoſtle ſuppoſes may be found even in Apoſtates ! Heb. | 
6.8.9. who arethere faid , zotaſte the good word of God, and | 
| the powers of the world to-come. What thall I Gy, if real 
Chriſtians delight in Ordinances, thoſe that are none may | 
allo delight in approaching to'God , Ezek. 33. 32. It may | | 
be you will ay, tkough the: difference be not eafily diſcern-} 
able in their ative obedience 3 yet,. when it ſhall come to! 
| ſuffering, there every eye may diſcern it: the falſe heart 
will then fhnch, and cannot brook that work. And yet, even; * 
this is noinfallible rule neither'; for the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, | 
[that the Salamander of hypocritie may live in the very flames 

of: Martyrdom, 1 Cor.13-3- Tf I give my body to to be burit, 
and have not charity. And it was long tince determined- in| 
this caſe, Non pena, ſed cauſa facit Martyrem fo that without | * 
[controverſie, ,the dittculty of diſtingaiſhing then is very, 
great, | (4+ 2.5 2. Fa 


|? And.chis difference will yet be niore fabtile'and undi-| 4 
ſerrngbe, if ,I ſhould-tell you, that in ſo many things, theſ* 
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| - The heavenlyuſe of earthly things. 
hypocrite reſembles the Saint: fo there are other things 
in which a rcal Chriltian” mayatt coo.like an hypocrite. 
When we lind a Pharoahconfelting, an Herod praCtiling, as 
well as hearing, a 7#4as. preaching Chriſt , an Alexarder! 
| ventring his life for Paxl 3- and on the other fide, (hall find! 
2 Pavid condemnrmms, that in another, which he practiſed! 
himſelt 3 an Hezekzab glorying in his riches, a Peter difſems-! . 
bling, and even all che Diſciples forſaking Chritin an hour 
of trouble and danger. O then ! how hard is it. tor the eye 
of man to difcern betwixt chatt and wheat? how many up- Þ 
right hearts are now cca{ured, whom God will clear ?-how 
many falfe hearts are now approved , whom God will con- Me | 
demn? men ordinarily have no clear convictive proots, but 
only probable ſymptoms, which at molt can beget but a con-. 
|jecoral knowledge of anothers ſtate. And they that ſhall 
peremptorily judge either way, -may poſſibly wrong the ge- 
neration of the upright 3 or onthe other ſide , abfolve:and 
juſtifie the wicked. And.truly, confidering what hath been 
fai$-ite4sno great wonder that dangerous miſtakes are fo | 
frequently made in this matter. But though man cannot, the} 141 
Lord both can, and will perfectly diſcriminate them. The} _ © . Þ 4 
Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. He will have aday ":oe6th $ 

pertectly to ſever the tares from the wheat, to melt off the] ' eb 5 
varniſh of the molt reſplendent and retined hypocrite, and to _ 
blow off the aſhes of infirmities, which have covered: and I, © 


* . "® 


- 
"» 


{obſcured the very ſparks of fincerity in his people. He will); - * 24 
make ſuch a diviſion as was never yet- made in the world, ++ + Þ! 

haw miny diviſions ſoever there have been init. Aid then!) 7 2 

" | ſhall men indeed return, and diſcern betwixt the righteous and'the #1 
4 


wicked; betwixt him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him 
#0t. Mean while (my foul) thou canſt not better imploy thy} 
ſelf, whether thou be found or unſound, thaa in making | 
theſe refletions upon thy felt. [ 


i 
REFLECTIONS. 
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[ 
|: The cenlurious 
28 | ſoulsRefleAion 
| A Ndis this © ?: then Lord, pardon the raſhne(s and-pre-} * © | 
apitancy of my cen{orious ſpirit 3 for I have otten 
boldly 
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boldly anticipated thy judgment, and aſlumed thy preroga-} * 
: Live, although thou haſt ſaid, I hy doſt thou judge thy brother ?\ © 
and why doſt thou ſet at nought thy brother ? we ſhall all ſtand be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; for it 15 written, as I live ſaith 
the Lord every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 
feſs to God-' Let us not therefore judge one anther any more, 
Rom. 14: 10,11.12,13. And again, Hethat judgeth me is the 
Lord. Let ws therefore judge nothing before the time , until the 
+ Lerd come, who both will bring to light the bidden things of dark- 
eſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of the heart 3 and thenſpa'l 
every man bave praife of God, 1 Cor.4-4.5. 

What if God will own ſore, of them for his Sons, to 
whom I refuſe to give the reſpc& of brethren ? I may pals 
| hafty and headlong cenſures upon others, but where is my]. 
| commit{ion-for ſo doing? I want not only a commillion, but] 
fit qualifications for fuch a work as this. Can I pierce to! 
the heart as God ? can 1 infallibly diſcover the hidden mo- 
| tives, ends, and principles of a&tions ? Befides, O my foul !; 
 chou art conſcious of fo much falſneis in thy felt, that were! 
| there no other conſideration, that alone might reſt a in thee 
fromall uncharitzb!e and haſty cenſfures. It others 'knew 
-b it what I know of my (clt, would chey not judge as {everely 
| of me, as I do of others ? | 
: T { Though lT may not judge the final fate of another, yet! 
{| The pcefump- | may and ought to judge the fiateof my own ſoul; which is 
' F ruons ſouls R:- |-doubtlcſs a more neceffary and concerning, work to me, For 
; {fcRion, ſince every faving grace in a Chriſhan hath its counterfeit m 

| the hypocrite, how needtul is it, for thee, (@ my ſoul) to], 
| make a ſtand here, and ſolemnly to ponder this great queſti- 
| on{_ whether thoſe things whereon Idepend as my beſt evi- 
detices for the life to come , be the real, or only the com- 
| mon works of the Spirit? . whether they be ſuch as can-now| | 
| endure the teft of the Word, and ybide a fair tryal at the bar) 
[| of my own conſcience? | F 
Come then, my foul ! ſet the Lord before thee, to whom|+3 
A the ſecrets. of all hearts, are manifeſt; and in the awful}.3 
"ſence of that great day, make truc anbwer to theſe heart-dil+}3 
þ vt querics 3 for though thou vetimh 081"; 
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him ? 
Firſt, Is my obedience uniform ? am T the fame man 


a&t and curious in open and publick 3 remiſs and careleſs, in 
private and fecret duties? lincere fouls are unitorm fouls, 
P/ſ2. 119. 6. the hypocrite is no cloſet-man, Mt.6.5. . 
Secondly, Doth that which I call grace in me, oppoſe 
and mortifie, or doth it not rather quietly conſiſt with, and 
protect my luſts and corruptions ? true grace tollerates no 
-——_ 5- 17. No, not the boſom darling-corruption, P/2. 
IS, 23. -H 
Thirdly, Doth that which Iecall my grace, humble, 
empty and avaſe my ſoul ? or rather, doth itnot putt it up 
with fclf-cenceitednels ? all ſaving grace is humbling grace, 
1 Cor. 15. 10. But the ſoul which is lificd up, is not upright, 
Hab. 2. 4. | 
| Laſtly, Canſt thou (my ſoul) rejoyce and bleſs God. for 
the grace imparted to others ? and rcjoyce, it any .defign 
[for Chriſt be carricd on in the world by o:hcr hands ?. or' ra» 
[ther doſt thou not envy thoſe that excel thee, and careft for 
no work in. which thou art not {cen ? * 
But ſtay my ſoul,. it is enough : It theſe be the ſubſtan- 
tial differences betwixt ſpecial arid common grace, I more 
than doubr, I ſhall not endure the day of his coming, boſe 


the characters of death are upon my ſoul ! Lord, add power 
'to the form, life to the name to live, practiſe tothe know- 
ledge, or I periſh eternally ! O rather give me _ the Sans 
beast, than the Angels tongue 3 the pooreli breathing of thy 
'Spirit, than the richeſt ornaments of common gitts! let. me 
. [neither decerve my ſelf or others, in matters of ſo deep and 
& tevcrlaſting conſequence ! ; p50 
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in all times, places and c rmpanies ? orrather, am I notex- | 


g 
| 


_ fans in his bhayd. Do not thoſe ſpats appear upon me,which| 
{are not the ſpots of his children ? Wo1s me, poor wretch, |. 
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The POEM 


> Eaſtern Countreys,as good Authors write, 
Fares in their ſpringing up appear to ſight 3 
Not like it ſelf, a weed ; but real wheat ; 
Whoſe ſhape, and form it counterteits fo neat 3 
That *"twould require a moſt judicious eye, 

The one from t'othes to divertihe. 

Till both to ſome maturity be grown; 

And then the difference is eas'ly known. 

Even thus (1) hypocrifie that curſed weed, 
-Springs up lo like true grace,that he will need 

; More than a common inſight-in this caſe, 

-_ ] Thatfaith this is not, that is rgal grace. 

a | Ne're did the cunning Actor, though a ſlave 

= [Array'd in princely robes 3 himſdſt behave 

So ltkea King 3 as this.doth act the part 

| | Of ſaving grace, by its deep helliſh art. 

Þ(2) Luk.z, 28. | Do gracious fouls (2) melt, mourn and weep for fin? . 
\F(3)Sam.15:34 | The like in (3 ) hypocrites obſerv'd hath been, 

; | (43Per. 1, 8. | Have they their(4) comſorts,joycs,and raptures ſweet ? 
1{5) Job.s 33: {With them in comforts 5} hypocrites do meet. 

Þ In all religtous duties, they can go 

16) Num. 24.4 | ASfar as Saints; in ſomethings tarther too, 

They ſpeak like Angels, (6) and you'l think within 

| The very ſpirit of Chriſt 3 and grace hath bin, 

They come {o neer, that ſome like Iſaac take 

| Zacob for Eſau this, for that miſtake, 

; And boldly call(theireyes with his being dim) 

True grace hypocriſie, and duty fin, 

Yea, many allo Facob like imbrace 

"4 Leath tor Rachel:common gitts tor grace, 

| And in their booms hug it, till the light 

.-* Diſcover their miſtake 3 and cleer their ſight, 

#3, "And thenlike him,confounded they will cry, 
FS "yn !*tis Leah, turs'd hypocriſic, 
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Guide me my God,chat I may nor in ſtead , 
; | Of faving grace,nurſe up this curſed weed, 

E- | O let my heart by thee at laſt be found 

* | Sincere, and all chy workings on it ſ6und, 
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CHAP, XxIIL 


Fow!'s,weeds and blaſtings de your corn annoy g nu F-4 


. Even ſocorryptions w Id your grace deſtroy. ers incidewr ant 
| : | corn, from ſeeds $ | 
| Leng toHarveſh {. ; 
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OBSERVAPION. 
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- | YYHere.. are (amongft many others) three critical and | 
iS IT dangerous period, betwixt the: ſeed-time and 'Har- | 
 |'veſt. The firſt, when com is newly committed to the earch; 
& {all that lyes uncoyercd is quickly pickt upby the birds;'and} . 
> much" of that which is butflightly covered, is flockt up as |: 

. | ſoon as it begins. to fprout, by Rooks and other devouring 
| [fowls. Mat. 't3. 4- but it'it eſcape the fowls, and ' gets 
* [root in the carth, yet-then is it hazarded by noxious weeds, 
which purloin and ſack away its nouriſhment, whilft iC is'yet 
* Fin the tender blade. If by the care of the vigilant Husband- 
© man it be freed from choaking weeds yet laftly, as great 
*.|a danger as any of the - former ſtill aftends-itz for of- 
tentimes, whilſt it is blowing in the car, blaſtings, and 
' [mildews, ' fmite it in_the alk, which: cuts off the: juice 
- -[atid' ſap that ſhould? afcend to nouriſh the ear 5 and fo 
” | {brivels and'drics ap the grain whilft it is yet immature, 
* [whereby it becomes like thoſeears of corn in Pharaohs viſi- 
- |on, which werethin, and blafted with the Eaſt-wind 3 or 


*Flike the ears the Pſalmift ſpeaks of upon the houſe top, 
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Wherewith the reaper fileth nor tings artys. | 
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APPLICATION. 


 *Rve grace from the ipfarcy to the perteQtion thereof, 

confliks with far more greater dangers, amongſt 
which it-an{werably -meets with three. dangerous periods 
which marvcllouſly hazard it : So thatitis a much greater 
wonder that it ever arrives at its Jult perfeCtion, For (1) ns 
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> {it would ceaſe to be grace. And thisdoth inuch more * 
fper the work of grace, than any other enemy it hath; be-| 
cauſe 1t works agaiaft it more inwardly, conſtantly, and 4a4-' 
vart 4gzorfly, thin any thing elſe can do. 1) More inwardly, | 
”-[foric hat it5being andworking in th: {ame foul where grace 
- [dwells , yea, in the (lf fam? faculties , fo that it not only | 
ſets one taculty againſt another, but the ſame faculty againſt | 
if TeIf, the underſtanding againſt the underſtanding, and the | 
will again(t the will, fo that ye cannot do the good, nor | 
+ |yet'the evil that ye would 3- not the good that ye woald, : 
© (becauſe when the ſpirit. moves to good, and beats ! 
t [upon the heart by divinz pallatiohs, exciting it ro duty, | 
the fleſh crofſ:'s and oppoſes it there 3 and if it can-; 
not totally hinder the perfoxmance of a duty, yet! 
lit larhzs the foul upon the —_ whereby the per- 
rmince isnot (o ſpiritual, free and compoſed, as it defires * 
--Inor yetthe cvil that you would commit, if grace were not! 
-.[thete, becauſe when luſt ſtirs in its firſt motions, grace puts 
#rub in its way. How can I do this great wickedneſs,and fin a- 
Lain God? Gen. 39. g. And it it cannot (which for the 
moſt part it doth) hinder the aGting of (in, yet it ſo ing; | 
the will again(t it, that it is not committed with complacer | 
b cy and full conſent, Rome. 7. 15. What I do, Tallorwe not. (2) Is 
» [oppoſes it more conſtantly, it's like a continual drooping 3 a} : 
man canno more flic from this enemy, than from himſelf. 
[There is a time when the devil leaves tempting, Mat. 4. 11. 
# {but no time when corruption ceaſes from wor king. And 
{httly, it oppoſes grace more advantagjouſly than any other 
Fenemy can do, for it.is not only alwayes in the fame ſoul 
with it, but it is there naturally z- it hath the advantage of 
\Ithe foyl which ſuits with it. And yet, oh the yonder of free | 
-[grace!it is tiat ſwallowed up in vidtory,it eſcapesthis hazard. 
*:1 © But(2ly.) it ſoog meets with another, though it elcap? 
a |this, even by. temptations which ftrike deſperately at the] : 
- [very life of it; for. theſe, like the weeds,” with ſeemingly. | 
© floviag'imbraces, claſp about it ; and did-not- the faithful 
God now-make 4 way to.cſcape,. inſtead of an Harveſt, we 
&-i(hoatdhave an heap ? For, ! alas, what are we -! to wreſtle 
WL | __ with). {en 
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_. wh principalities and powers, and fpiritual wickedneſſes in © 
A \tirFr places ? = | 
Laſtly, fad relapſes like blaſts and ruſtingsdo oft «n fa}- * 
and greatly endanger it, when it's even ready. for the Har-| 
veſt. Thus it fell out with David, whole laſt wayes were not | 
like his firſt 3 and yet by this, theſe holy frnits are not utters | 
ly deſtroyed, becaulc it is the ſeed of God; and fo is im- 
mortal, 1 Fobn 5. 4, 5. andalſo becauſe the promiſes of per- | 
ſeverance and victory made to it, cannot be fruſtrated 3 a- } _ 
mongſt which theſe are excellent, 1ſa. 54. 10. Fer. 34. 40. | © 
r Cor. 1. $. Pal. 1.3. Pſal. 125.1. Foh. 4. 14. So that | "Wh 
here is matter of unſpeakdble comfort 3, though the fleth .- 
lay, Ego deficiam, IT will fail thee; though the world fay, i 
"Ego decipiam, I will deccive theez though the devil fay,} + 
Ego eripiam, I will ſnatch ghec away 3 yet as long as Chrift 1, * 
laith, I will never leave thee nor forfake thee; thy graces; "8 
ing {ecure, in the miclt of all theſe enemies, | 
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REFLECTIONS, 


His ſoul of mine was once plowed up by convidtian, 
" and ſown(as I thought) with the ſeed of God.In thoſe 
dayes many purpoſes and good reſolutions begin to chink 
[and bud forth, promiſing a bleſſed Harveſt ; but O } (with 
what conſternation and horror ſhould i {peak it 2 ) the cares 
and pleaſurcs of this life, the luſts and corruptions of: my. 
bale heart ſpringing up, have quite deſtroyed and choakt it ; 
by which it appears, it was not the ſeed of "God, as I then | 
{imagined it tobez. and now my expected Harveſt ſhall be| - 

an heap, in the day of griet, and deſperate ſorrow, Iſa.17.11. |: 
]T had convictions, 'but they are-gone : troables for fin, a! 

ſcience of duties} but all is blaſted, and my ſoul is now as 
a barren field, which God hath curſed, 
Wo is. me! I have revolted from God, and now. that 
dreadful word. Fer. 17. 5, 6-is evidently. fulfilled upon me3 | 
For 1 am like the heath in the deſart, that ſeeth not whey good | 
cometh > -wpſontznhabits the parched plates of the wilderneſs. | 
Alas\all my formal and heartlefs duties were but as ſo many 
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$ ſcare-crows in the field, which could not defend © ch 


- FanleG the great Husbandman plow thee.up the ſecond time, 
hand fow thy heart with better feed. - 


; fthen to watch my heart, and keep it with all diligence ; for 
E . [in the lite of that grace is wrapt up the life of my foul. He]. 


—_ 


1{hall one day fall by the hand of Saul. Deſponding, trems |, 


* *[{erve it 3 for as this inference 1s quite oppoſite to the nature 


3 of all thoſe promiles,in thatway-and order in whichGod ha h 
”» [promiſed them 3and that is in the carctul and diligent ufe-oft- 


be 
*, 


|} Had theſe principles been the ſced of God, no dowibt they 


Thad need to cover itcloſe, left it be blown out, and he left 
I free O.let me never ſay, God hath promiſed ic ſhall 
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flight workings from being devoured by the infernal fowls. 


would have continued and overcome the world, 1 Foh.2.19- 


*| Wretched foul ! thy caſe is fad, it will be better with the}- 


\uncultivated wilderneſs, than with ſuch a miſcarrying ſoyl,] 


And are the corruptions of my heart to grace, what fowls, 
weeds, and mildewsare to the corn? O what need have 1 


that carries a candle in his hand in a bluſtring ſtormy night, 


erſevere, and therefore I need not be fo folicitous to pre- 


of true grace and aſſurance, which never incourage to care- 


flene(s, but provoke the foul to an induſtrious ule of means}. 
topreſerve it, So, itis in it felf an wrrational and ſcnſlefs| 


concluſion, which will never follow from any Scripture 


made many comfortable and {weet promilcs to the graces of 
his people,yet we muſt expect toenjoy the benchits& bletlings 


thoſe means which he hath preſcribed, Ezek. 36. 36, 37. for; 
promiſes do not exclude, but imply the ufc of means, 4d. 
27. 31. I know my life is determined to a day, to an hour, 
and I ſhall live out every minute God hath appointed 3. but ; 
yet, Iam bound to provide tood,raiment and phyſick to pre> 
{erve it. 

To conclude, let all doubting. Chriftians refle& ſeriouſly 
upon this truth, and ſuck marrow and .fatneſs out of it.to, 
frengthen and eſtabliſh them againſt all their fears your 
life, your ſpiritual life, hath for many years hanged in ſuf 


pence before you 3 and you have often faid with David, I| 


promiſe : tor although it is readily granted, that God hath}: 
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| bling foul, lift up thine eyes and look upon the ficlds ; the 
corn lives till, and grows up : though birds have watcht to 
dcyour it, ſnows have covercd it, beafis haye cropt it, weeds 
have almoſt choakt it, yet it's preſerved. And hath not God 
more care of that precious ſeed of his own ſpirit in thee, 
than any Husbandman hath of his corn? hath he not aid, 
' That having began the good work in thee, be will perfe@ it to whe 
day of Cbrijt? Phil.1. 6.Hath he not (aid, I give #nto them cter- 
nal life, and they ſhall never periſh ? John 10. 25, Haſt thou 
not many times ſaid,and thought of it, as thou dolt now,and 
yet it lives? O, what matter of unſpeakable joy and com- 
fort is this to upright ſouls ! Well then, be not diſcouraged, 
| for thou doſt not run as one uncertain, nor fight as one that 
beats the air, 1 Cor..9. 26. but the foundation of God ſtands| 
 ſaxe, having this {cal, the Lord knows who-are his, 2 Tim.|, : 
2, 19. Though thy grace be weak, thy God is firong;though} 


$ 
| the tircam ſeem ſometimes to (ail, yet it's' fed by an ever} 
| flowing fountain. 8 


*9 = 
| The Poem, 


| 
be juſtly wondered that an car of corn, 
Should come at laſt in ſafety to the Barn, 
Fr runs through many hazards, threatning harms 
Betwixt rey a hands, and reapers arms, 
1 he earth no ſooner takes it from the fack 
; But you may ſee behind the ſowers back 
A troop of (1) thieves, which would at once deſtroy 
(1 )Mar.13.4+9 | That ſced in which lyes hid the ſeed of joy. 
| This dangerous period paſt, it ſoon doth tall 
* [Intoaſecond, nolefs critical. , 


| It ſhooteth forth the tender blade, and then ; 
& 4:(>)Mar-13. 7- | The noxious (2) weeds endanget it Fea 
g ; | . 
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| Theſe claſp about it till they Kindly Qzoak 
wa corn, as flattering Ivy doth the Gak. 
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Where cho 


Fe htavenly uſe of earthly 
|\Afe weeds deftroycd, and all that danger pat ? 
Lo now another comes, the workt at1att, 

For when rth' car it blows, begins to kern, 

A mildew (3 ) ſmitcs it which you can't diſcern; 
Nor any way prevent, till all be loſt ; | 

The corn deſiroy'd; with all your hopes and coſt, 
Thus ſaving grace, that precious ſeed of joy ; 
Which hell and pature (4) plot how to dettroy, 
+5 mp ten thouſand (5) danger's hrſt and laft. 
© who can ſay now all the danger's paſt ? 

*Tis like a crazy bark toſt in a ſtorm, 

Or like a tapor which 1s ſtrangcly born 

Without a Lanthorn, in a bluftring night; 

Or like to glimmexing {parks whos dying light 
Is till preſery'd : The roaring waves {well high 
Like moving mountains in the darkned Sky 

On their proud backs, the little Bark is even 


| Mounted unto the battlements of heaven, 


From thence diſmounted tahe deeps doch ſlide 
Receiving water upon every fide 3 | 
Yet he whoſe voice the proudelt waves obty 
Brings it at laſt unto the quiet key. 
The blilſtring winds ſirive witha#fatal puft, 
To bring the tapor to a ſtinking-fauff; 
Their churliſh blaſts extinguiſh. it,and thenz 
Our gentle rap va «whey it agen. 
The _—Y ſparks beneath theaſhes lye, 

4 
But theſe colle&ed,; we do gently blow, 
Till from faint ſparks to lively flames they grow. 
Even thus is grace preſerv'd, thus kept alive 3 
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By Conſtant wonders, grace doth live and thrive, 
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| (5) Bev Jeb, F 


(3) Hag 2.16, 
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8 {pon the pari- | Our Husbariamen for Harveſt wait and ſlay, 
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OBSERVATION... 


E te expedtatidn. of a good Harveſt at laſt, makes the| * 
| Husbandman with untired patience to digelt all his la- 
| bcurs. He that plows, plows in hope, 1 Cor-6.19, and they 
are not ſo irrational to think, they ſhall preſently be par: | 
takers of their hope, nor ſo fooliſh toanticipate the HarveR,| 
by cutting down their corn betorc. it be fully ripened; but] 
are content toplow , ſow and weed it; 'and when it's fully 
ripe, then they go {orth into their helds and reap-it; down 2 
1 with joy. | 


T 


APPLICATION... - 


| '®h- alittſe corn cauſe men to digeſt ſq many difficult 
labours, and make them wait with invincible patience 
till the reaping time come ? much ryore ſhould the expe&ta- 


tion of eternal glory ' ficel and fortitie my ſpirit againſt alt, 
 Tinftercurrent hardſhips and difficulties. It leaſt of all beagines 

7'Chriſtian to be of an hafty and impatient ſpirit.” Light: i 
| ſown for the righteous. . and joy for the upright in beart, Plal, 
92. 11. Beholgthe Husbandman waiteth, &c. Jam. 5,7. Be 
patient therefore my Brethren, for the coming of the Lord dxams 
neer. There are three great Arguments to perſwade Chri- 
| tians toa long pers = =o patient frame under ſufferings, 

(x) The example of Chrift, 1/2 53.7. to think how quiet- 


ly he ſuffered all injuries and difficulties with invincible pa- FE | 
of ku < Joryrs ent to ſhame the beſt of Chriſtians, who, are] +: 
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F- | man, that-when his wife wond: red -at kis exceeding great} + * 
patience in bearing injuries he thus. anfivered her ;. You4; 
| know [ofnetimes niy heart is ready torilc with indignation, 

4 againit ſuch as wrong; me, but I preſently begia.to think of} / 
| the wrongs that Chrilt ſuffer*d; and iy chus to my (elf, al-| 

though thy ſervant ſhould pluck thy bei; 24a (mite thee | 
on tny tace, this were nothing .to whattiy Lord ſuffer'd : 
he luttzred more and greater things and affure your (elf! 
(wie) Inever leave off thinking on the injuries done to my 
Saviour, till ſuch.time as my mind be ſtill and quiet. To this 
purpoſe it was well noted by Bernard ,, (peaking of Chriſt's 
humiliation z Was Chriſt the Lord of glory thus humbled 
aad emptied of his fulnels of glory ? and ſhall ſuch a worm 
as I \well? (2) The deſert of tin, Lam. 3. 39. Why db the | 
living man complain ? It was a good laying of blefled Green- 
ham : When {mA1yes heavy, affliction lyes light. Andit is a} £ 
famous inſtance which Dr. Taylor gives us of tha Dxke' of | Dr. Taylors: \* 
4 Cartley 3, T have read (faith he) when the Duke of Condzu had grede Suomgs & 

4 voluntarily entred into the incommodiges of a religious po- q Plata $e 4 os 
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| yerty and retirement 3 he was one day ſpied and pitied by.a | wn” 2 ? 
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Lord of Traly, who out of tendernels witht him.to be more-| 
careful and nutritrive of his perſon 3 the good Duke anſwet-| 
cd, Sir, be not troubled, and chink not, that JI am ill provis- |. 
ded of conveniciices, for I fend an Harbinger before me }: 
taat makes ready my lodgings, and takes, care that I bez 
royally. entertainzd. The Lord asked him, who was his 
. Harbinger 7 he'anfwered, the knowledge” of my ſelf; and 
the contideration of what 1 deſerve for my fins, , which is 
cternal torments; and when wittfthis knowledge I artive at 
my lodgings, how unprovided loeverl find it, methinks it is 
eyer better than T deſerve; and as theſenſe of fin; which mc-| 
Tits hell, ſweetens ptefent dithculties:. So, (to cotne homE 
- *Fto the preſent fimilitude) do the expectations, and hopes of | 
* {2 bleſſed hatvelt, and reward in heaven, This made Abrohang | 
? | willing tb wander upand down many years as a ſtranger it} 4 
- We wortd; for he tooked for'a City that hath foundations 3% 
tiokk builder and maker is God: The hopes of ſuch . Harv *"" 
uragtrrient enough to wolk hard, and wait long 3: 
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I's . . 
| it will not be long to the harveſt 3 and the longer he waits, 
*-| the neerer (till it 3s. So the Chriſtian knows, It is bus yet. 2 


fome Chriſtians are ſo impatient of it, that they would fin] 


be reaping before the time 3 but as God hath by an ugalterable | 
law of nature, appointed borh the ſeaſons of ſeed-time and 
harveſt (which are therefore called the appointed weeks of 
the harveſt) Fer. 5. 24. and theſe cannot be haften'd ; but 
when we have done all that we can on our part, muſt wait tit! 
God ſend the former and latter rain, and givcn every natu- 
ral cauſe its eff. So is it in reference to our ſpiritual har- 
velt , we arc appointed to ſweat in the uſe of all God's ap- 
 pointments ,. and when we have doge all, muſt patiently 
wait till the divine decrees be accompliſhed, and the time of 
the promiſe be fully come 3 In due time we ſhall reap, if we 
faint not. To which patient expectation, and quiet wait- 
ing for the glory to come, thele tollowing conſiderations are 
| of excellent ule, 

As the Husbandman knows when the ſeed-time is paſt, 


lattle while, and he that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry, 


t Heb, 10.37. And that now his ſalvation is nearer than when be [ 


| firſt believed Rom. 13. 11. What a ſmall point of time'is 
our waiting time, compared with eternity ? yet few dayes 


more, afid then comes the long exp<&ed and welcome har- 
veſt. | | | 

The Husbandman can find other work to do, before the 
reaping time come he need not fiand idle, though he can- 
not yet reap. And cannot a Chriſtian find any work to do for 
God, till he come to heaven ? O, there is much work to do, 
and ſuch work as is only proper to this ſeaſon. You, may 


{ now reprove fin, exhort to duty, ſuccour the diſtreſſed 3_ this 


is good work, and this is your only time forſuch work 3 *the 
whole of eternity will be taken up in other ktmploytments, I 
think it meet ((aith Peter) as long as I am in this tabernacle, to 
| far pp your minds, kyowing ſhortly, - that I muſt put off this taber- 
aracle,. 2 Pet. 1.13. 14. q. d 1 know I have but a little time. 


| to-work among you, Iam almoſt at heaven and therefore" 


2m willing to husband this preſent mornent as, well, as I can; 
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for you. © Chriltirs! you need not fund idle look found] | 
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| The heavently uſe 


| afout you upon the multitude of forlorn finners, ſpeak now to, 
 Jthem for God, {p:ak now to God for them 3 for ſhortly you 


” 


[ately , you ſhould n5z wait a moment longer for your 


_— 


. [you received the firſt fruits of that glory ? have you nocard- 


AR | - 'Husbandmen know tis beft to reap, when *tis fit to reaps, 
»  Jone handful fully ripe, is worth many ſheaves of green corn; 


up and be doing: It you had done all you were to do for 


ab > tet ae 


of earthly t 


Sir . Wiberrs — T9”. 
5 D. | I® ; 


ſhall ſo fpeak no more, you ſhall fee thera no more till yon 
{ce them at Chriſt's bar; God leaves you here for their ſakes, 


your ſelves and them, he would have you to heaven immedi- 


lory. 
; Husbandmen-know, though they cannot yet gather in the | 
precious fruits of the earth, yet all this while they are ripen | 
ing 3nd preparing, for the harveſt 3 they would not hoafe it ! 
green ,' or take it b:fore its time, And is not this alſo my | 
his people, by an eternal decyce, Mat,25.34. 'by an at of cre- | 
ation, Heb. 11. 10. by the death of Chriſt , which made a 
purchaſe of it, - Heb. 10. 19,20. and by his afccnſion into it, | 


Fob. 14.2,3. So the reaſon why we are kept here, is in order ; 


# ©[toour fitting for it. - Heaven is ready, but we are not fully 
[ready 3 the Barnis fit to receive the corn, but the corn is not | 
yer fit to be gathered into it. Bt for this ſelf-ſame thing God | 


is now working us, 2 Cor. 5. 5, heis every day at work, by 
Ordinances, and by providences, to perfect his work in us; 
and-as ſoon as that is finiſhed, we ſhall hear a voice ltke that, 
Rev. 11. 12. Come up hither , and immediately we ſhall be in| 
theſpirit : for how ardently ſoever we long for that defirable | 
day, Chriſt longs for it more than we can do. ' | 
The Husbandman is glad of the firſt fruits, that incou- 


rages him, though the greateſt part be yet outz and have not 


eſts, pledges, and firſt fruitsof it? *Tis your own fault, 4f 
every day you feed not upon ſuch bleſſed comforts of the 
ſpirit, Rom.$.23: Kom.5-2. 1 Per. 8,9. O how might the in- 
terpoſing time , even all the dayes of your patience here, be 
ſweetned with ſuch prelibations of the glory to come ! Q 


you know, heaven. will be ſweeteſt to you, when you! 


> [are fitteſt for it 3-the child would pluck the apple while it's 
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preparation time for glory ? As God prepared heaven for | 
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een , -buthe might gather it eaſier, and:talte it: (wenter, |: 
by tarryivg longer torat. We would fain beg|oritiedfer ſal-j* 
[t##m,, When we have got a taſte of heaven, we are all in hafte þ 2 
to be gone. Then, O that I had wings. as a dove ! E-would:'? 
flic away, and be at reſt.. Then we cry to God for our ſcl{ves, | | 
as-Moſes tor his filter Miriam, Heal her | nor? | O God, T beſeech'\ . 
thee , Num.12.13- Glbriheme now, O Lord, I pray thee! | 
Buf ſurely, as God hath contrived thy glory in the beft of , 
wayes, {o he hath appointed for thee the fitteli of ſeaſons; and | ** 
when ever thou art gathered into glory, thou ſhalt come-as a | 
{ſhock of corn in ics feaſon. = 
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REFLECTIONS. 


] Have waited for thy ſalvation, O God! Having received 
{1 1 thy firit fruits, my ſoul longs to fill its boſom with the} 
hull ripe ſheaves of glory, As the Hart panteth fur the water j". 
brooks, ſo panteth my ſonl for thee, O God! -'©,, when ſhall I; 
come and appear betore God ? I detire to be diflolved ,; n1\ 
to be with Chriſt, When ſhall I ſee that moit lovely face? | | 
When ſhall I hear his ſoul-tran{porting, voice ? Some need | oN 
patience to dye, I need it as much to live! Thy fights, Oj . 
God, by faith, have made this world a burden, this body'a ! 
burden, erid this foul to cry like thirſty» David, O that one | # 
would-give me of the waters of Bethlchem to drink! © The | 2 
Husbandman longs for his harvett, becauſe it is the reward }+ * 
 Jof all his toyl and labour 3. but -what is his harveſt tome? | ' 
| So hat is a little corn to the Enjoyment of God ? what is the 
; Thpy of harv«(i, to the joy of heaven ?. what are the ſhoutings 
of menin the fields, tothe. acclamatfons of glorified ſpirits 
* [inthe kingdom of God ? Lord, I have gone forth bearing 
fmore. precious-ſecd than, they 3 when- ſhall I return rejoyce-| 
ing, bringing my ſheaves with me ? Their harveſt comes 
when they receive their corn, mine comes. when [I leave. it. | - 
[O much defired harvelt1 , O day, of the gladnels of my} -*; 
\heart ! How long Lord! How long! Here'T wait as the\ ©! 
-Tpoortnan at Betheſd.a' s pool, looking when my turn will come, | -% 

me every one ſteps into heaven .before me 3 yet Lord, I arti; 22 
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*4conten 
» Itcnt to [tay for my glorification, till - have hniſht the work; - 
& [of my generation and 'when T-have done the will of God, 

{Trhen to receive the promiſe, If thoa have any work 0a earth! 
zz 1touſe me in, Iam content to abide : Behold, the Husband-| 

{man waiteth, and fo will I; for thou art a God of judge-| 

"ment, and bleflcd are all they that wait for thee. | 

4 But how doth my floathful foul fink down into the flz(h, L TICS 0 

FFand (cttle it felt in the love of this animal life? How doth, The lngring | <3 
[It bug, and wrap upit (elt 1a the garment of this mortality, [oab Retedion pack 
# [not dcfiring to be removed hence, to the mor? perte& and &f :} 
{| bleſſed ſtate ? The Husbandman indeed is content to ſtay till 
: the appointed weeks of the Harveſt ; but would he bez con- 
- ]tent to wait alwayes? O my ſenſual hcart ! is this lite of hope 
- $$ contentful to thee, as the life'of vition will be ? Why doft 
{thou not groan within thy felf, that this mortality might be 
{ [{wallowtd up of like? Doth not the Scripture deſcribe the 
>1Saihts by their carneſt looking for tht mercy of our Lord 
[Jeſus unto eternal life? Fude 21, By their baſtening unto the 
44 '[eoming of the day of God , 2 Pet. 3. 12. What is the matter} _- - 
that my heart hangs back? doth guilt lye upon my conſci- 
-/[ence? Or have I gotten into a pleaſant condition in the 
- world, which makes me fay as Peter onthe Mount, tis good 
© [to be here? Or wantl the aſſurance of a better ſtate? Muſt 
> [God make all my carthly comforts dic, betore I ſhall, be! 
. willing to die ? Awake Faith, awake my Love 3. beat;up the 

{[drowzy deſires of my ſoul, that I may ſay, make halt my 

Beloved, and come away: 
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'Is corn fo dear to Husbandmeri > 


| N® prudent Husbandman expects 


the fruit of what he ſows, 


' Till every cauſe have its effteas3 


and (1) then he reaps and mows. 


He works in (2) hope the year throughout, 
and counts no labour loſt 3 


If when the ſeaſon comes about © _ 


his harveſt ( 3 ) quit his coſt. 


This rare {4 ) example juſtly may 
rebuke, and put to ſhame 

My foul which fows its ſeed one day, 
and looks to reap the fame. 


EK emſed (5) nature now become 


- fo kinda ſoyl to grace, 
That to-perfection it ſhould come 
within fo ſhort a ſpace. 


Grace,ſprings not up with ſpeed and (6) caſc | 
like Muſhroms in a night, 

But rather by.(7) degrees increaſe 
as doth the (3) morning light. 


Much-more is (9) heaven to me; 
Why ſhould not I have patience then? 
- . to'wait as well as he. 
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To promiles (1) appointed years, 
| = on s decrees are ſet 3 

ir'd beyond its fears 
"tylo foul ſha OY Ft. 
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which (3 ) quickly wilt expire, 
'Doth irie within this world-conhine, 
and then comes my defire. 
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: 4 5 . 
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-|.* Come Lord, (4) how long ! my foul hath g gaſp'd, | (a4YReverruug: 


taith, my affections (5) warms 3 
O when ſhall my poor foul be claſp'd 
in Its Redecmers arms. 


The titne feems.C(6) I yet here I'lc lye 
Till thou-fty God do call, 

It is enough, eternity 
will make (7, amends for all. 
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Ok Corn full 'yripe, 1s reap d, and gather'din, 
So muſt your ſelves when ripe in ain 4 f; Bs 
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OBSERVATION. 


— 


| 
| 


p 5; (ted Sickles , ſend for their harveſt men, who quickly: reap 
| \ and'mow them down, and after thefe tollow the binders,who 
Mitch i it up; from the field where it grew, 'it's'carried $0 


Hen the fields are white to harveki, then Hushand:| 
men walk through themyrybthe cars; and hinding! 


. 


the grain full 2nd ſolid, they prefen prepare their Sithes! 


ty [the Barn, wheeg) it 15 threſhed out 3 the good grain gathered 

ae heap, the chatt ſeparated and barnt, or thrown tg ooh | 

# hjil. How bare and naked do e ficlaslook ehexſy eel 
were-pleaſant to bfhold'> When 


+menent ings nel, itis "mn to that. 
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| APPLICATION. 
He Application of this, I tind made to my hands, by]. 
Chritt himſclt, in Mar. 13. 38. 39. Thefield is the 
world, the good ſceqare the children of the kingdom, the tgres are, | 
the children of the Picked one, the enemy that ſowed them is the 
{ devil, the harveſt 3s the end of the world, the reapers are the An- 
els. © 
Y The ficld is the world; there both the godly and ungodly; 
liveand'grow together , till they be both ripe , and they 
they ſhall both be ſpped down by death ; death is the fickle | -- 
that reaps down boſÞt. I will open this -Allegory in the fol-}. © 
lowing particulars. ' —— WT; 7. 
In acatching harveſt, when the Husbandmen fees the 
clouds begin to gather and grow black , he hurrics in his]... 
corn with all polſible haſt, and houſes day and night. by 
So doth God the great Husbandman, he hurries the Saints 
into their graves, when judgments are coming upon: the 
world, Iſa.57.1. TR righteow periſh, and no man layeth it to| 
heart. and merciful men are taken away ;, none conſidering that 
the righteous is taken away from the evil t» come. Methuſalah died 
the ye:r before the floud, Augwine a little beicie the fack-| 
ing of Hippo Pareus jutt betore the taking 'of Heidlebe ge, 
Luther a liitle betore & Wars brake out in Germany , but 
what ſpeak Tof ein ?- Sometinics the Lord houſes 
great numbers -togethaq, before forme {» ceping judgment 
comes. How many bright and glorious ſtars did fet almoſt 
together, within the compals of a few years to the aftoniſh- 
ment of. many wife and ,tender hearts in England. I tind 
ſome of them thus rankgyl in a Funeral Elegy. 


The learned Twifſe 
Then holy P al 5 
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Hill, Whita\gr, grave Gataker, and Strong, 
Perng, Marſhal, Robinſon, all gone along. 
I have not nam'd them half, their only tirife, 

' Hath been (of late) who ſhould firlt part with life, 
Theſe few who yet ſurvive, fck of this age 
Long to have done their parts and leqve the ſtage. 


SF 
* The Lord fees it better for tnem to be under ground than | 
above ground and therefore by a merciful providence ſets' 
them out of harms way. , 
Neither the corn, or tares, can poflibly refift the ſharp 
and keen Sickle, when it's applycd 'to them by the reapers 
hand 3 neither can the godly or ungodly reſiſt the ftroke of 
- ky , when God inflicts it, Eecleſ. 8, No man can heep 
4ltve his own ſoul in the day of death, - and there is no diſcbarge 
14 that war. The trail body of man 15 as unable to withitand 
that ſtroke, as-the weak reeds, or feeble ſtalks of the cornare 
.- [to refit the keen Sitheand ſharp Sickle, —- — 
| The reapers receive the wheat which they cut down, iato 
their arms and boſom, Hence that expreſſion, byway of im+ 
precation upon the wicked, Pſal. we 4 Let them be as bel 
graſs upon the houſe top, which withers before it grows up, where- 
with the money filleth not his. hand , nor be thattbindtth ſheaves 
*-. | his boſom. Such withered grals are the wicked, -whoare never 
|taken into the reapers boſom 3 but as ſoon as Saints are cut 
* {downby death, they fall into the hawds and boſoms of the 
IF | Angels df God, who bear them in a arms and holoms to 
 *|Go their father, Lxke 16.22, For look, as theſe bleſſed ſpirits 
did exceedingly rejoyce at their converſion, Lake 15-10. and 
thought it no diſhonour to minilter to them whili they 
ſtood in the field, Heb.1.14. So when they are cut down by 
death, they will rejoyce to be their convoy to heaven. —< 
When the corn and weeds: are ggap'd or mowed down; 
they ſhall never grow any more in that field ; neither ſhall 
we ever return to live ananimal lite any more after death, | 
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& | Fob 7:9,10. As the clond is conſumed and vagiſheth away ; ſobe 
2 ho goeth down tothe grave, ſhall come wp no more; he ſhall retme 
io mdre 30 bis houſe, neither x? bis place know bim any more," 
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Fob 5.26. Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, as a ſhock 
| of corn cometh in in his ſeaſon. © Not that every godly man 
« dies in ſucha full old age (ſaith Mr. Caryl on the place) but} - 
| yct.in oneſenſe it is an univerſal truth, and ever fulfilled; 


' 4 ** for whenfoever they dic, they die in a good age 3 yea, 


nels. Saints are not reap'd down till their grace be ripe, 


'* though they die in the ſpring, and flower of their youth, 
© they diein agood old ape, '(i. e.) they.are ripe for death 
'« when ever they dic: When ever a godly man dies, it's 
©* harveſt time with him, though in a natural capacity. he be 
cut down while hc is-green , and cropt in the bud or bloſ- 
* ſom 3 yet in his ſpiritual capacity,- he never. dies befote he 
& be ripe. : God ripens his {peedily, when he intends to take 
<* them out of the world ſpeedily 3 he can let out ſuch warm 
*raycsand beams of his Spirit upon them, as ſhall foon: 


© glory. POR op. | | 
'. The wicked alfa have their ripening . time fox hell,- and 


ls of wrath , prepared for deſirucion. -Oftheir ripe+ 
nels for judgment the Scripture often ſpeaks, Gen-15..16. 
The ſinof the Amiorites is ot yet full. And of Babylon it's faid, 


ome, and the meaſure of thy covetouſueſs- | 

*'Tis worth:remarking, that the meaſure of the ſin; and 
the end of the finner come together. So Foel 3. 13: Put ye 
n the ſickle , for the barveft of the earth is ripe , for the preſs is 
full, the fats overflow, for their wickedneſs 15 /great. Where note, 


they are never ripe for death, nor ready for the grave; that 


Laffly, {to come home to the particulay (ubject of this} 

Chapter) the reapers:arc never ſent to cut down the herveſt;] 
] till it be tully ripez neither will God reap -down Saints or;þ-- 
+] ſinners, till they be come to a maturity of grace or wicked-| * 


|*maturate: the ſceds - of grace into a preparednels. for| 


Fer.51.13. O thou thatdwelleſt upon mauy waters, thine end is 


ſinners are not cut down till they be ripe and ready. Indeed, | 


is, fit todie: yet they are alwayes ripe for wrath, and ready || 


4 
Rr. j 


for hell before they die. Now as Husbandmen: ju pp | 
| the ripenels of their harveſt, by the colour and hatdn a 


|:the. grain; ©. may we judge of the ripeneſs,both aff; 
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Three Signs of the maturity bf Grace, 
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Henthe Corn is near ripe, it bowes'th&head; an 
{toops lower than when. it was green.. When the 
cople of God are ncar ripefor heaven, they grow more \ 
[humble and (clt-denying, than in the dayes of their firft pro-,j 
- |fetſion, The longer a Szint-grows in this world, the better | 
he is {till acquainted with his own heart, andhis obligations * © = * 
to God; both which arc very humbling things. Paxl had one | - * 
foot in heaven, when he called hirfelt che chieteſt of ſinners, 
- Taad leaſt of Saints, 1 Tim- 1:15. Eph, 3.8. A Chriftiart int 
| the progreſs of his knowledge and grace, is like a' veſſel caft | 
[into the Sea, the more it fills, *the deeper it ſinks. * Thoſe 
> Tthatwent to ſtudy at Athens (faith Plutarch )at firſt coming, | 
"tſemecd to themſelves to be wiſemen3 afterwarys , only lo- 
vers of wiſdom, and after that, only rhetoricians, ſuch as | 
{could ſpcak of wiſdom, but knew little of it, and Taft of all 
& [deotsin'their own apprehenfions ; fill with the increafe of 
>. Flearning, laying aſide their pride and arrogancy. ROY 
|. When harveſt isnigh, the” grain is more {olid and pithy | 
+ |than ever it was hcfore 3 green corn is fott andſpungy, but | 
*[ripe corn.is ſabſtantial and weighty : So it i5' with Chrifti- | 
-Jans 3; the affections of a young Chriſtian perhaps ate more 
| [ferverous and ſprightly; but thoſe of a grown 'Chriftian are 
{more judicious and ſolid ; their love to Chriſt abounds more 
*fand more inall judgment, Phil. 1. 9, The limbs of a child | 
are more ative and plyable, but as he grows up to a perfect}; 
{{tate, the parts are more conſolidated. and firmly knit; The 
& [hngers of an old Minſician are not fo nimble, but hehath a{;. 
Amore judicious car in muſick, than-in his youth, —— "I 
A - When'Corn is dead ripe, it's apt to fall of itsown accord}} * ©... 
roche ground, and there ſhed 3- whereby it doth 4s it were! I” 
fanticipate the harveſt man, and calls upon him to put inghefſju. ” .-- 
kts . Notunlike towhicharcthelookings and longing). 
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the groaniings and haſtenings of ready Chriſtians, to their 2 A 
pected glory 3 - they haſten tothe coming of the Lord j or| 1 
as Montanus more hitly renders it, They haſten the coming of] 
the Lord) (i.e. they are urgent and inltane in their defires, 
and cryes to haſten his coming 3 their defires fally forth to 
meet the Lord, they willingly take death by the hand ; as 
the corn bends to.the carth, fo do theſe fouls to heaven. This 
thews their harvelt to bXncar, 


i . 


Stx Signs of the maturity of Sin, 


Hen finners are ever) dead ripe for hell , theſe "I 
appear upon then, or by thele at leaſt, you may con- 
clude thoſe ſouls not to be far from wrath, upon whom they| 


pear. : 
E When conſcience is waſted and grown paſt tecling, having 


no remorſe for fin z when it ceaſes -zo check, .rcprove a 
| {mite for fin any more, the day of that ſinner is at hand, his 
harveſt is even come. The greateſt violation of conſcience 
is the greateſt of fins; this was the caſe of the forlorn Ge#- 
tiles, among whom Satan had ſuch a plentiful harveſt 3 the 
patience of God ſuffered them to grow till their conferences | + 
were'grown ſeared and paſt feeling, ud 4.19. When ab 3 


member is ſo mortified; that if you lan and cut itneverſo 
-much, no freſh blood, or quick fleſh Ippears, nor doth the 
man feel any pain in all this; then?*.'s time to cut it off. 
When mew give thermſclves over to the ſatisfaction of their| - 
lufts, to commit-ſin with greedine(s, then are they grown to] - 
a maturity of fin z when men have ſlipt the reins ef tonfſci- 
| ence, and ruſh headlong into all impiety,' then the laſt ſands 
ef Gods patience are runningdown. Thus Sodom and Go- 
| merrab, and the Cities about them, in like manner gave 
icorenptrs over to wickedneſs and ftrange fins .and then| 4 
| juſtice quickly truft them up tor av cxample, faffering the}; 
vengeance of eternal fre. I | Ku 
That man is evcu ripe for hell, that is become a contriver}* 
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- {ufually. exerciſes more patience , but with ſuch he makes 


> 5 - 
POLE 
| 


Reader, if thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt gone be- 


{ their judgment lingers not, 2 Per-2.3,20, 


his fin, but derideggall counſel, and* like a ſtrong current” 
[rages at, ard ſweep Wy | 

Ely fall into the dead lake, Prov 29. 1. He that being often re- 
-. Iproved bardeneth bis neck , ſhall ſuddenly be deſtrcyed, and that | 
+ | without remedy. This is a death fpotza hell (pot, whereever 


+ | Throw that God hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſt-thou haſt | 
»* | done this . and haſt nit hearkened to my voice. He that will not 
4 be timely counſellcd, (hall be quickly deſtroyed. . | 
4- - Laſtly, "When a.man comes to glory in his fin, and boaſt 
wor his wick&neſs, then it's tinie to: cut him dowr:; 
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of fin, 2 deſigner, a ſtudent in wickedneſs; .one would think! 


fit range, that auy man ſhould ſet his invention on work, | 


upon ſuch a ſubje& as fin is 3 that any ſhould ſtudy to be- j 
come a dexterous artift this way, and yet the Scripture fre- | 
quently ſpeaks of ſ.ich, whoſe bellies prepare de:eit, Job. 15.35. ! 
bo wavel in pain to bring forth, this deformed birth, wer. 20. | 


F Looks wink with their eyes, whillt plodding wickednels, as men i 


ule todo when they are moſt intent upon the ſtudy of any |. 
knotty problem, Prov. 6.13. Theſe have ſo much of hell | 
already in them , that they are moxe than halt in hell alrea- ; 


k dy. | 


He that of a forward Profeſſor , is turn'd a bitter oerle-| 
cutor, is alſo within a tew rounds of the top of the laddox ; 
the contempt of their light, the Lord hath already puniſhed 
upon them, in their obcuracy and madneſs againlithe light. | 


yond all hope of recovery. Towards other ſinners, God 
ſhort work.. ' When Fad turns Traitor to his Lord; he js 
quickly (ent to his own place. Such as are again intangled | 
and overcome of thoſe lufts they once ſeemed to have clean 
eſcap-d, theſe bring upon themſclves ſwift damnation, and 


He chat can endure no reproof or controul in the way of 


pay all obſtacles in his way, will quick- | 


it appears: From this very ſymptom the Prophet plainly | 
prediGted the approaching ruine of Amaziah, 2 Chray.25.16.} * 


a 


td is deftrultion, whoſe glory is in their ſhame , Phil. 3419-4 
This is a braving,a daring of God to his facc,and with whom | + 
"7M (HA 2 pt | «+ ſoever! 
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{ocver he bears long, to beſure, theſe are none ot them, 


{ing of the ſeed, and ſhootings forth of thoſe gracious habits, 
11 may conclude an approaching harveſt; Now's my falvati- 


— 


You ſee now; what are the ſigns of a full ripe finner ; and 
when it comes to this, either with a Nation, or with a ſingle 
perſon, then ruin is near, Foel 3413+ Gen. 15.16. Itiis in the 
filling up of the meaſure of fin, as in the tilling of a veſſe] 
caſt into the Sea, which rowls trom fide to hide, taking in 
the water by little and little, till it be full, ard then down it 
ſinks to the bottom. Mean while, admiradle is divine pati- 
ence, which bears with theſe veſſels of wrath, whillt ficting 
for dettruction, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


Hear thy felt, O my foul ! with the hcart ſtrengthen- 
/ing bread-of this divine meditation. Let faich turn every] 
drop of this truth into a ſoul-reviving cordial. God hath] | 
ſown'the precious feed of grace upon my foul , and though 

my heart hath been an unkind ſoyl which hath kept it back, 
and much hindered its growth ; yer bleſſed be tne Locd,, it 
fill grows on, though by flow degrees; and from the ſpring- 


on nearer than when F believed ; every day I come nearer tg 
my ſalvation, Rom.13.11. 
aQive for the God ot my ſalvation! Grow on my ſoul, and 
add to thy faith vertue, to thy vertue knowledge, &c. Grow 


on from taith to faith; keep thy (elf under the ripening 1n- 
fluences of heavenly Ordinances 3 the falter thou'growelt 
in grace, the ſooner thou ſhalt be reaped down in mercy, and! 
bound up in the bundle of life, 1 Sam. 25.29, I havenot 
yet attained the meaſure and proportion of grace aſſigned to 
me, neither am Ialrcady perte&, but am rezching forth to 
the things before me, and prefling towards the mark for the 
prize of wy, heavenly calling, Phil.3.12, t3. Q mercy to be 
admired ! that I'who lately kad one foor in hel), ſtand now 
withone foot in heaven ! We 


O that every day I were more] *{ 


| 


—__—. 


"The Beavenl uſe of earth vhings. > #3 
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ed up by conviction, and'fown by fanctification long after 
me hath quite over-topt and out-grown me z my {weet and 


overcaſt and clouded 3 had I kept on according rothe rate ol 
my firſt growth, I had either now ben in heaven, or atleaſt 
in the Suburbs of it on earth ; but my graces withcr and lan- 
guith, my heart contrats and cools to heavenly things ; the 
Sun and rain of Ordinances and. providences improve not 
my graces 3 how ſad therefore is the ſtate of my ſoul ? 

Thy cafe, O declining Saint, is fad} but not like mine ; 
thine is but a temporary remithion of the ads of grace, which 
is recoverable but I am juditially hardening, and zreaſuring 
up to myſelf wrath, againſt the day of wrath, Rom,2.5. Tine 


ll et. 


mcurn and grieve for it, now I have none at all. My heart 


the negle& of it z but now none at all. Wretched foul! 
what wilt thou do ? thou art gone far indeed ,*a few ſteps 


{farther will put thee beyond hope 3 hitherto-I ſtand in the 
fcld, the long-(uffering God doth yet ſpare me; yea, ſpare}. 


'me , whiles he hath cut down many ot my companions in 
{in round about me. What doth this adinirable patience; 
this lony - ſuffering drawn out to a wonder, {peak concerning 
me ? Doth it not tell me, that the-Evrd 1s not willing 1 
ſhould perith, but rather come to repentance ? 2 Pex.3-9. And 
what argument is like his pity and patience, tglead a foul to 
repentance ? Rom-2.4.' Oh that I may not fruſtrate -at laſt, 
|the end of a long-ſuffering God ! left he proportion: the de- 
grees of his wrath, according to the length of his patience, ' - 


4 


But the caſe is far different with me, whilſt others are ri-, 
pcning pace for heaven, I am withermg 3 many a ſoul plows 


early blofſoms are nipt and blown off, my bright morning | 


was, when I had ſome tender fenſe of fin, when I cobld: 


{is grown ſtupid and ſottiſh, Time was when had ſome] 
conſcientiqus care of duty, and my heart would {mite me for 
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The Poem, 


X ] Hen fields are (1 ) white to harveſt, forth you go 
V With Sith's and (2  Sickl:s; torezp down and mow. 
Down go the laden ears, flat ro the ground 
W hich thoſe that follow, having fiicht and buund 3 
It's carted home unto the Barn, 2nd fo ; 

The hiclds are rid ; where lately corn did grow. 
This world's the 3) field, and they that dwell therein ; 


Angels the (6) reapers, and the judgment day 
The time of (7) harveſt when like Corn and hay ; 


- | The fading flower of (8) eaxthly glory muſt 


Be mowed down, and level'd with che dult. | 

The ('9) Barns are heaven and hell; the time draws nigh 

When through the darkned ( 1 » clouds, and croubled skie 
The Lord ſhall break, a dreadtul : 2) trumpet hall 

Sound to the dead, the ftars from heaven fall. 

"The rowling ſphears with (3 ) horrid flames ſhall burn, 
And then the Tribes on earth ſhall (4 ) wail and mourn, 


"The judgment ct, betore Chriſts awtul throne 
All fleth ſhall be (5) conyen'd, and every one 
Receive his doom ; which done the jult ſhall be 
Bound 1n lites bundle 3 (6, evenas you ſee 

The tull ripe cars of wheat bound up, and born 
In ſheaves with joy 3 unto the Owners barn. 
This done, the Angels nextin 7, bund!cs binde 
The tares together, as they did combinde 

In acing in, fo now their lot nuwti be 

'To burn together in one miſery. 

Drunkards with drunkards pinion'd, ſhall be ſent 
To hell together ia one- 8. Regiment, 
Adulterers and {wearers there thall lye 

In flames, among their old locicty. 

Odreadtul (9) howlings ! O che hideous moans 
Oftetter'd tinners!. O the teaxs !. the groans / 
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| The(4) Cornand($5)Tares; which long have ripening been. | 
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The heaventy uſe of earthly things. , 


The doletul lamentations as a go 
Chain'd faſt together, to their place of wo. : 
The world thus clear'd, as fields when harveſt's in, - 
Shall be no more a ſtage for ating lin. | 
With purifying ( 1) flames it ſhall be burn'd, 
Irs ſtately fabricks into aſhes turn'd. 
Ceaſe then my ſoul, to dote on, or admire 
This ſplendid world, which is reſerv'd for fire. 
Decline the company of finners here, 
As thou wouldſtnot be ſhackel'd with them there, 
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CHAP, XVI. 
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Tow Winter ftore ih Summer y'# provide ; 


| om _ Iy'd. of Hus -»4 
L To C hriſtlan Fatnce this uſl be app ) a | men —_— ; 
| fed 5: OM 4 : _— — | for Winters © | 
$1 OBSERVATION, | 
I ? Ood husbands are careful in Summer .to ptovide for F- 
- {A_IWinter, then they gather in their Winter fiore 3 food|. i. 
"FF |and fewel for themſelves, and fodder for their cattel. Hef | 


that gathers in Summer is a wiſe ſon, bt be that ſlteps in harveſt 
is a ſon that cauſes ſhame, Prov. 10. 5. A well choten'ſeafon is 
the greatefi advantage to any action, which as it is ſeldom 
found in haſte, fo it is often loſt by delay. -*Tisa good Pro- 
verb which the trugal Dutch have among them 3 Bonzes Ser- 

FF vatins, facit bouum Bonifacium a- good Saver, will make a 
&  {{go00d Benefactor, And *tis a good Proverb of out own'z He 
'F- {that negle&s the occaſion, the occaſion, will neglect him. 
= -; Husbandmen know that Summer will not laſt all the yer, 
- {neither will they truſt tothe hopes of a mild and favourable 

-, | Winter, but in ſeaſon provide for the worſt, 
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APPLICATION... 7 


Hat excellent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were we but | 

as provident and thoughtful for our ſouls? *tis doubt- 
leſs a ſingular point of Chriſtian wiidom, to foreſee a day of 
ſpiritual ſtraits and nece({ities, and during the day ot grace | 
| to make proviſion for it. . This great Gblpel truth is excel- 
lently ſhadowed forth in this natural Obſervation, which I 
ſhall branch. out into thele ſeven particulars. . 

Husbandmen know there is a change, and viciſſitude of 
ſeaſons znd weather 3 though it be pleaſant Summer weather 
now , yet Winter will tread upon the heel of Summer 3 | 
froſts, ſnows, and great falls of rain muſt be expected, This| 
alternate courſe ot ſeaſons in nature is ſetled by a firm Law of | 
the God of nature, to the end of th&wWhr1d, Gen. 5.22. Whilſt | 
the earth remaincth, ſeed time and Mafglllhgagd 2114 heat, winter 
| and ſummer, day and night, ſhall not ce. Rn” 
And Chriltians know, that there changes in the right 
hand of the moſt High, in referenceW their ſpiritual ſcaſons. 
If there be a Spring time of the Goſpel, there will alfo be an 
Autiimn if a day of proſperity, it will ſet ina night of adver- 
fity 3 for God hath ſet the one over againſt the ther, EcClel: 7.14. 
In heaven there is a day of everlaſting ſerenity, in hell a night 
of perfe& ad endleſs horror and darkneſs 3 ' on earth, light 
and darkneſs take their turns, proſperity and adverſity, even |. 
to ſouls as well as bodies, ſucceed each other. If-there be 
a Goſpel-day, a day of grace now current , it will have its 
period and determination, Gen. 3-6. 

Common prudence and experience inables the- Husband-, 
man, in:the midſt of Summer, to foreſee a Winter , and pro-« 
vide for it before he feel it 3 yea, natural inftin& teaches this 
to the very birds of the air, and beaſts of the field. 

 And-ſpiritual wiſdom ſhould teach Chriſtians to exerciſe 
their-foreſceing faculties, . and not ſuffer them to feel evil be- | _ +; 
fore they fear it... But, O the ſtupifying nature of fin ! þ ©: 
Though the Stork in the heavens knows her appointed time, },../.; 
| andthe Turtle, Crane and Swallow.the time of their com». -* 
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The beavenly uſe of earthly things, _ 


* 


W. ing, yet man, whom God hath made wiſer than the fowls of | 
| Fthe air, in this acts quite' below chem, Fer. 8. 7. 
. - The end of God's ordaining a Surnmer ſeaſon, and ſend- 
Ting warmiand pleaſant weather, is to' ripen the fruits of the 
earth, and give the HusbandmanHe opportunity to gather 
{ [themin- | 
| And God's deſtgn- in giving men a day of grace, is to fur- | 
Tniſh-them with an opportuity for the everlaſting happineſs ' 
and falvationipt their ſouls, Rev. 2.21, T gave ber a ſpace to | 
repent. It is ngt a meer reprieval of the ſoul , or only a delay | 
he execution of threatned wrath, though there be much j 
mercy in that 3 but the peculiar” aim” of this patience and | 
+ bounty of God, is to open for them a way to eſcape the wrath | 
” [to come, by leading them to repentance, Baum, 2.4. e | 
| The Hlusbandman doth not find all harveſt ſeaſons alike 
favourable, ſometimes they have much fair weather, and meet 
{with no hinderance in their buſineſs; other times *tis agatch- | 
ing harveſt, but now and then a fair day, and then they mult | 
|beniinble, or all is loſt. 


had a long and a tair ſeaſon of grace 3 a hundred and twenty 
{years did God wait upon the old world, in the Miniftery of 
Noah. Long did God wait on the gainſayingTfraelites, Iſas + 


There is alſo great difference 'in Soul-ſcafbns, ſome have | 


42-14. Thavea long time held my peace, I have heen ſtill and re- 


lies upon a day, upon a nick of time, A&.17.30. | 

A proper ſeaſon negleded and loft, is irrecoverable. Ma- 
ny things in Husbandry mult be done in their ſcaſon, or can- 
not be done at all for that year; if he plownot, and.ſow not 

in the proper time, he loſes the hazvelt of that year. 

.| *Tis even ſo asto ſpiritual ſeaſons. Chyiſt negle&ed, and 
grace deſpiſed, in the ſcaſon.when God offers them, are irre- 
coverably loſt , Prov. 1..28, then (that is,, when the ſeaſon 
is oyer) they ſhall call upon me, but I will not heat. O, there 
is a great deal of time in a fhort opportunity ! that may be. 


be done or prevented in a mans lite time afterwards, There 
was one;refolved to Kill 


A 
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done, or prevented,.in an hour rightly timed,. which cannot | ' 


frained my ſelf. Others have a ſhort and catching ſeaſon, all | 
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new xy. Oar glals runs in heaven, and we cannot fee hw 
much. or little of the ſnd of God's patience 1s yet to run 
down but this is certain , when that glaſs is run, there is 
nothing to be done for our ſouls ,, Luke 19+ 42.' O that thay 
hadjt known at leaſt, in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace, bat now they are bid from thine eyes. 

Thoſe Husbandmen that are caretul and Jaborious in the 
Summer, have the comfort-and benefit of it in Winter; he 
that then provides fewel, ſhall fit warm in his habication ,| 

| when others blow their fingers. He that provides food for 
| his family , and fodder for his catcel in the harveſt, ſhall eat} 
the fruic of it , and enjoy the comfort of his labours,| i 
| when others ſhall be expoſcd to ſhifts and ſtraits. And he that] 
provides for eternity, and layes up for his ſoul a good founa. 
dation againſt the time to come, ſhall eat when others ar 
hungry, and fing when others howl, Iſa. 65. 13. . Aday 0 
death will come, and that will be a day of ſtraits to all neg-| 
| ligent ſouls ; but then the diligent Chriſtian ſhall jay the| .% 
peace and comfort that ſhall low in upon his heart, from his 
holy care and ſincere diligence in duties 3 as 2 Cor: I. 12.| 
This is our rejoyeing,, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in all 
ſincerity and godly ſrmplicity, we have had our converſation in this 
'} world. So Hezekiah, 2 King.20.3, 'Remember now, O Lord, 
how T have walked before thee in truth, and mith a perfect heart. 
A day of judgment will come, and then fooliſh virgins, who 
negl-&tcd the (ſeaſon of getting oyl in their lamps, - will be] 
fu: to their ſhiftsg then they come to the wile, and fay,| 


give us of your oyl, Mat. 25. 8, 9. but they have ,none to 
pare, and the ſcafon of buying is then over. ', _ 

 - No wiſe Husbandman willnegle a fit opportunity of ga-! 
thering in his hay and-corn , upon #preſumption 'of much} 


| fair weather to.come; he will not ſay, the weather is ſetled,| -— + 
and I need not trouble my ſelf, though my corn and hay be fit} +. 7: 
for the houſe, yet T may get it in another time as welF-as wy Mt: 
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| . And no wiſe Chriſtian will loſe a preſent ſeafon for his 
[foul , upon the hopes of much more time yet tocome; but 


-|be hereafter; hereafter I may wiſh to ſee one of the dayes 
*Tof the Son of man, and not ſee it, Luke 17, 22. *Tis fad to 
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"The beavenly uſe of earthly things.” © 
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will rather ſay , ts my time, and I know not what will | 


hear how cunning ſome men are to diſpute themſelves out of 
heaven , as if the devil had hired them to pled againli their | 
own ſouls; ſometimes urging the example ot thoſe that were ! 
called at the eleventh hour, Mat. 20. 6. and ſometimes that 


former pleaded 3 they that were called at the eleventh hour, | 
were never called before, as theſe have been, no man had ' 
hired 3 that is, called or invited them to Chriſt, and for the! 
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*[miracles3 then he rent the rocis, open'd the graves, raite 
* [the dead, and converted this thictz but God is now out of 


'|thief, (as Mr. Fenner rightly obſerves) it was a ſingular and | 
extraordinary example, 


It was done when Chritt hang'd} 

the croſs, and was to be inaug;irated; then Kings manreſt 
ſuch bounty, and pardon ſuch c:imes, as arc never parduned 
afterwards. Beſides, God was then in a way of —_— 


that way . 
REFLECTIONS. 


Have indeed been a good Husband for the world ; with | 
what care and providence have Ilooked ot tor my felt! 


Tand family , to provide food to nouriſh then. and cloaths.to 
[defend them againit, the sſperities oft Winter ? mean while 
© [neg'e&ing to make provihon tor eternity, or tak: c:retor 
. [my ſoul, | 
land undervalued thee ? Jhave taken more Care :or au horle, 
Tor an ox, than for thec ; a well-Rored barn . but an cmpty 
Tfoul. Will it not ſhor:1y be with me, as with that carelcls 
-\Mother, who whencher houſe was on fire, b«fily beſt'r*d ner 


O my detticute ſoul !' how much have I flighied 


— os 


Ifaved by another hand) and then minding (er cj31id, ran vp} 

nd down like one diffracted. wringing her hands, and cry- | 
oft | 
my } - 


If ro fave the goods, but for ot the child ? rhovigh it were 


& O my child, my child? I haye ſaved my goods, aud 
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of the penitent thict: But, O! to how little purpoſe is the; - 


T, 
The cuielefſs 
fouls Refticai-n 
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Husbandry ſpirntualized ; Or, 

my child. - Such will be the caſe of thee, my foul, Mz. 16;}, 
26, Belides how cafie will my conviction be at the Bar o-: 
Chriſt ? wiil not my providence and @are for the things of | 74 
this life, leave me ſpeechleſs and (elt- condemned in that day? | 
what (hall I anſwer when the Lord ſhall ſay , Thou couldit 
foxeſcea Winter, and ſeaſonably provide for it? yea, thou 
had fo much care of thy very beaſts, to provide tor their} 
neceſſities z and why tookeſt thou no care tor thy foul ? was 
that only not worth the caring tor ? 
| Is it ſo dangerous to negle& a preſent proper ſeaſon of 
Fo ? what then haveI done, who have ſuffered many ſuch 
The vrefans [Brace ? what then have , d many luci} 

wa ſcaſons to die away i hand, upon a groundleſs hope 'of| 

pruous ſouls edlons tO die away mn my nand, up Z PC 
| RetleRion, future opportunities ? Ah , deluded wretch ! what if that 

| ſuppoſition fail? where am I then? I am not the Lord of 
time, neither am I ſure, that he who 1s, will ever vouchlats; 
an hour of grace in old age, to him tht hath negleQed many 
ſec hcurs in youth 3 neither indeed 15 it ordinary for God 


{ to do. *Tis ſtoried of Cains Marins Vicforins, who lived, 


| about 3oo years after Chriſt, and to his old age continued a 


| Pagan, but at laſt being convinced of the Chritttan verity, 
he came to Simplicianus and told him, he would be a Chri-| _ 
{tian 3 but neither he, nor the Church could believe it, 1tÞ *- :1 
bcing (o rare an cxample tor any'to be converted at his age;| 
But at laſt, ſecing it was real, there was a ſhouting and glad- 
neſs, and finging of Pſalms in all Churches, the people cry- 
ing, Cains Marius Vidorites is become a Chritiian, This was 
written tor a wonder, and what ground h:vel to think, that 
God will work ſuch wonders tor me, who have neglcCtcd his 
| ordinary means of ſalvation? - q 
£4 | 2p” Bleſs the Lord,'O my ſoul !- who gave thee a ſeaſon, a day 
The induſtri- | for eternal lite, which is more than he hath done for thou- 
'$as ſouls Cinds3 yea, ble(s the Lord for giving theean heart to under- 
R fledtion, , | {tand and unprove that ſeaſon, I contels I have not impicy.d|. 
| itas Tought 3 yet, this I can (through metcy ) ſay, that how } 
ever it fare in tuture times, with my outward man, though T|.. 
have no treaſures or (tores1aid yp'on earth 3 or. if Thave, [11/19 
they are but corruptible, yet Thavea blcfſed hope !2id up in ol 
heaven, Col.1.5. 1 have' bigs that wax not old. W Il t y 
| | | worldimgs\i, 
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worldlings rejoyce in their ores and heaps, . 
[1a theſe eternal treaſures. 


I will rqjoyce| 


—_ I 


The Poem, 


Bſerve in Summers ſultry heat, 
how in the (1) hotteſt day : 


The Husbandman doth toyl and (2) iyeat : 


about his Corn and Hay. 


If then he ſhould not reap and mow, 
and (3) gather in his ttore ; 


How ſhould he live, when for the ſnow 


he can't move out of door ? 


Thelittle ( 4) Ants, and painful Bees ; 3 
by natures inſtin& led; 

Theſe have their Summer granarics, 
for Winter furniſhed. 


But thou my ſoul, whoſe Summers day 
15 almoſt paſt and gone 3 
What ſoul-provition doſt thou (5) lay 
in (6) ſtock, to ſpend upon ? 


It 7) nature teacheth to prepare - 


for temporal life, much rather 
Grace (hould provoke to (8) greater care, 
ſoul- food in time to gather. 


; af Dayes of aMiQtion, and diſtre(s 


are'(9) haſting on apace, - 


vIFoow 1 live incardefends; : RITES: 
'' :: how fad willbe my caſe! 5þ 
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(1) Job. 7,2. 
(2) Gen+3-19, 


(3)Prov.10c54 by 


ney fo 


| | 
(8)Ma.16.25! 


(9)Zegh.na,y] 


18,20, 


"*J 'f:) Luke 124, 
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_ © Hheshandry fpWtualized\ Or 
' Uinworthy of thename(1) of man, 
© whofor that ſoul of thine 3, * 
Wilt not do that which others can 


do for their very kine. 


——_—. 
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Think frugal Farmers, when you ſee © 
| your mows of Corn and Hay 3 
What a (2,) conviction this will be. 
to you, another day. 


Whone're were up before the Sun, 
nor brake an hours reſt 3, - 
For your poor ſouls, 'as you have done 
ſo often, fora beaſt. | | 


Learn once to ſee the differnce, 
betwixt (3) cternal things 3 | 

And theſe poor (4) tranſient things of ſence: - 
that fly with (5) cagles wings. 5 
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CHAP. XVII. 


when from Tart ſeeds, yew ſee choice Wheat 10 grow, 
Then frem your lufts, may joy and comfort flow. 


OBSERVATION. 


GY gives to every ſced its own body , 1 Cor. 15.38. 
At firft he created every Tree and herb of the held, 
having its ſeed in it ſelf, for the conſervation of the ſpecies; & 


| they all invidlably obſerve the Law of their Creation. ' | All 
| fruits naturally riſe out of the ſeeds; and roots proper 


+... -.., | hem-"» Mew. gather grapes of thorns, gs of t i nr 
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” {Sch productions would be monſtruous in nature 3 and al- 
- | different ſorts of Plants and feeds it - nouriſhes. Wher- 
| Wheat 1 ſown, it's turned into Wheat; in an apple Tree, it 


 \ it's concoed into fruit proper to the kind, 
| : 
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chough the juycc or fap of the earth be the common tratter 
of all kind of truits, yet it is ſpeciticated according to the 


becomes an apple 3 and fo in every fort of Plants or feeds, 


APPLICATION. 


. IP Ranſlate this into ſpirituals, and the propoſition tha] 
dowed forth by it , is fully expreſſed by the Apoſtle, 
Gal.6.7 What a mas ſows, that ſhall be reap they that ſaw to 


| harveli follows the ſced-time, folure ſhall ſuch fruits. and| 
 effe&s reſult from the ſeeds of ſuch ations. He that ſoweeh 
' 3#5quity, ſhall reap vanity, Prov. 22. 8. Aud they that now FQ 


| 
| 


" |militude. ; * 


o 1 | us that it isnot tinally loft ; -So our preſent ations, though 


5 £ | 


the fleſh. ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption, 4 
ſpirie, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And as ſure as the| 


forth weeping, and bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs rome þ 

ain rejoycing bringing their ſheaves with-them, Plal:126.5.The| 
= ot all js this, That our preſent ations have the fame re-} 
| ſpe& and relation to future rewards [and mm rats as} 


theſeed we ſow in our tields, hath. to the harveſt we reap} 


|from it. Every graciousaQtion is the ſeed of joy, and every} - 
' finful ation the ſeed of anguiſh and ſorrow, to the ſoul thaty , 


fowed it. Two things are tenfibly preſented to us in this fi- 


That as the fecd ſown, is preſently covered from 0. fight fs 


it, and yet at laſt it appears again, by which it's evident to 


| piyjicaly tranſient, and perhaps forgotten, yet arenot loſt, 
; but attcr a time ſhall appear again in order to a retribution. |} 
If this were not fo, all good and holy ations would beto 


deurn to'thcir damage , thoughnotin point of honelty, 
a 


EET 


they that ſowto the} - 


| 
F:.. 


under theclods, and for ſome time after we fee no more of! 


| the loſs of. him that performed them. Allthe ſclt-denial, | wo 
{pending dutics, and ſharp ſufferings of: the people of God, | 
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yet in point of perſonal utility and then alſo, what diffe- ll 
rence would there *be betwixt theaQions of a man anda} 
- | beaſt, with reſpe& to future good ot evil ? yea, man would | * 
then be more feared and obeyed than God , and fouls be 
ſwayed in all their motions, only by the influence of preſent 
things; and where then would Religion be found in the 
| | nrexetivs ds | world? *Tisan excellent note of Drexellis, © Our works |' 
l | eternitare &« (faith he) do not paſs away as foon as they are done, but as 
prope f8. 1 * ſeed ſown, ſhall Ker a time riſe up to all eternity 3 what 
| | [ever we think, ſpeak or do, once ſpoken, thought or done, is- 
eternal, and ab'des tor cver. 

What Zemxes the famous Limner ſaid of his work, may be 
truly aid of all our works3 /Eternitats pingo, I paint for 
eternity, O,; how careful fhould men-be of whze they ſpeak 
ind do, whil& they are commanded fo to fpeak,and.fo to do, 
asthoſe that ſhal} be judged: by the perfe& law of liberty, | 

zm.2212. What more tranſient than a vain word ?. and yet | + 
or ſuch words, men ſhall give an account--in the/ day of 
judgrnent, Maz.12.36. That's the firſt thing z Actions like 
ſoed. ſhall rife and appear again in order fo a retribution, - 

- The other thing held forth in this fimilitade is, That ac- 
cording to the nature of our a&ions now, will be the fruit | _ 
and reward of them then. Though the fruit or conſequence-| © 
of holy actions , for the preſent may feem' bitter, and the | 
fruit of finful a&tions ſweet and pleaſant, yet there'is no- 
thing more certain, than that their future fruits ſhall be ac- 
cording. to their preſent” nature and quality, 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
Then Dzonifius (hall retract that ſaying , Ecce quam proſpera 
 naviyatio a Deo datar ſacrilegis 3 Behold how God tavours our 
ſacriledges. Sometimes indced (though but rarely) God 
cauſes ſinners to reap in this world, the fame that tHey have 
ſown ; a$hath been their- fin, ſuch hath been their puniſh- 
| ment. It was openly cor. fcffed by Adonibezeh , Judg, 1... 
a5 T have done, ſo hath God requited me. | 

Soerates in his Church Hiſtory furniſhes us with a pertinent 
paſſage to this purpoſe, concerning Valens the Emperor, who | . 
wasan 4rrian, and a bitter perfecutor of the Chrilttans';| | _ . 

\This man, when eighty of the Orthodox Chriſtians failed |- / 
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k. - lives we lived 3 for God ſhall bring every work into judge- 
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PL c EPEICER FRET CL. 

| The heavenly ufe of earthly things." 
*= from Conſtentineple to Nicomedia, to treat with him about, 

points of Arriaxiſm, and to let tle the matter by way of| 
diſputez the Empersr hearing of their arrival, while they! . 
*. [were yet in the Harbour, and not a man landed, cauſed the 
” FShips to be fired wherein they were, and ſo confumed them | 
all, Not long after, in his Wars againſt the Goths, he was | + - | 4 
overthrown and hiding himſclt in a little Cottage, the ene- | 1 
1 my coming by, burnt ic and him together. Thus this wretch | 
reap'd what he ſowed, burning for —_ the very fare | A” 
in kind paid him again 3 it is not alwayes fo in this world, ! -# 
'Fbut { ic ſhall be in that to come; the Table ſhall then be an - eg I: 
/turncd, and the Scene altered 3 for ſhall not the Judge of all * yy bo ea nn? : 
the world do rightcouſly ? Diogenes was tempted to think, | jr no(gire aueſpy 
chat God had calt offthe government ot the world, whett "fa tor nuttor | 1% 
be ſaw the wicked proſper in their wickedneſs. On the fame  *[* pate” 4 
ground, many have been tempted to Atheiſm but then the ; 9*97- Ovid © Je 
world ſhall ſce diftributive jukiice ſhining out in its glory, 
Tribulation. awgniſb and wrath , to every ſoul of man that doth | 
&ih; but glory honoxr and peace, to every man that worketh good, | | 
Rom.2.9,10. Then *twill appear what ſced we ſowed, what 4 © 


ment, with every ſecret thing, whether 1t be good or evil, 
{ Eccleſ- 12.14. . 


REFLECTIONS. 4 
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His Meditation may be to me what the hand-writing Is 4} 
upon the wall was to that profane Prince, Day. 5.5.6. | The pro :ne | | 

and a like effect it hould have upon me ;, for it all *the acti- | perions -R fe}; 
ons of this lite be ſeed ſown for the next, Lord, what a crop, Aion _- 
what a dreadtul harveſt am I like to have? how many oaths | i: 
and curſcs.lyes & vain words, have I ſown with my tongue, | 
how have I wronged, oppreffed, 'and over-reached in 'my | 
dealings ? ruſhed intoall profaneneſs, drunkermeſs , un- | [5 
ckanneſfs. Sabbath breaking, & c. as the horſe ruſheth into the 
hattel > and what ſhall I reap'from fuch-feed as this, but yen- 
+.” [peance and fury ?-Theſe ſins ſeemed pleaſant in the commith- 
= lor; but O, how bitter will they be in their account ? Jhat | 
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1 ſhall T do when God riſeth up? and when be viſueth, what ſhall I 
l,” anſwer him? Job 31.14. Is it not reaſonable and juſt, (OF 
my foul) that thou (hoyldeſt eat the fruit of thine own plant-| 
ing, and reap what thou haſt ſown ? -I thought nothing but 
profit and pleaſure would ſpring from my luſts, but now 1 
(ce *tis a root bearing gall and-wormwood, Dent. 29. 18. 
| Wretched ſoul, what ſhall I do? if theſe ations be not, 
| then am:I undone. 4 have been the author of mine own ruin, { 
"twiſted an halter with mine own fhngers, for the execution 
of mine:own ſoul ! O, let me rather taſte the bitterneſs of 
fin, by repentance now, than injoy its preſent pleaſures, 
which betray the ſoul to endleſs wrath ! 

How have I alſo been deceived in this matter ? I verily 
thought that glory and immortality would have been the| | 
frujt and product of my moral honeſty and righteouſneſs, 
that.joy and-peace had been ſeminally contained in thoſe aQti-| 
ons 3 but now I ſee ſuch fruit can ſpring from no other root 
but ſpecial grace. Glory is diſcloſed from no other bud but 
holineſs. Alas! all my planting and ſowing was to little 
rpoſe, becauſe I ſowed -not the right kind of feed ; the 
beſt fruit Ican expe& from this, 1s but a lefler degree of 
damnation; | 

Dcluded ſoul, thy feed is no better than what the 'moral 
Heathens owed ; and dolI expctt better fruit than what they 
reaped ? Civility without Chriſt, is but a'freer ſlavery 3 and 
Satan holds me as faſt incaptivity by this, as he doth the pro- 
phanc by the pleaſure of their luſts 3 either I muſt ſow better 
ſeed, or.look to reap bitter fruit. | 
EH; Mean while, blels the Lord (O my ſoul) who inabled thee 
The holy ſouls | £0 ow better ſeed ! who kept thee watching, humbling thy 
Refletion, | {2If, and praying, whilſt others have been ſwearing, drinking 

- and blaſpheming. This will yield thee the fruit ot joy inthe 
world tocome 3 yea, it already yields 'preſcnt peace to thy 
conſcience. Theſe revenues are better than gold, ſweeter 
chan the honey, and the honey comb; not*that ſuch fruits arc 
meritorioully contained in theſe aQ&ions, I ſow tomy felt in 
righteouſneſs, but I reap in merey, Hoſ. 10.12, This is the 
| way inwhich God will fave and glorifie me. O then, let 7 
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my labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. : 


; J | The Poem. 


b, | * JP Would be a ſtrange and monſtrous thing to ſee. 
| Cherries, or Plums grow on an apple Tree. 
Who ever gather'd from the (1 ) thiſtle Figs ? 
* . | Or fruitful Grapes from off the worthleſs twigs 
[Of pricking thorns? in nature ſtill we hind , 
- [All its productions (2) anſwering to their kind, 
F- [As are the Plants we ſet, or ſeeds we ſow 
# Such is the (3) truit we ſhake, and corn we mow; 
* . | Andcanſt thou think that from corruptions root, 
Thy ſoul ſhall pluck. the ſweet and pleaſant fruit 
Offpiritual peace? who ever that was wiſe, 
{Abus'd himſelf with ſuch (4) abſurdities ? 
Look what you ſow, the very ſame you'l reap. 
Thefruit of what you plant, be ſure you'l eat. 
How are they (5) baffled by a ſubtil devil ? 
That hope for heaven, whilſt their wayes are evil. 
Such reaſonings here their credulous ſouls beguil, 
At which in other things, themſelves would (mile. 
Our preſent a&s though ſlightly paſſed by, 
Are fo much (6) ſeed, ſown for eternity. 
The ſeeds of prayers, ſecret groans and tears; 
Will ſhoot at laſt into the full blown ears, 
Of peace and joy. (7) Bleſſed are they that ſow - 
Befide theſe waters, yea, thrice bleſt that go . | 
| Bearing ſuch precious ſeed ; though now they mourn, . 
FF: |Wich joyful ſheaves, they ſhortly ſhall return. 
Þ INecds muſt the full ripe fruitsin heaven be good, 
Þ [When as the ſecd was glory igthebud. 4. 
K; [|}8at.©,:the (8) bitter, b nefyl fruits of fin ! 20.5, 
—Whenalithe (9) plealure finners have therein 
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Like faded bloſſoms to the ground ſhall fall, = 
Then they will taſte th&wormwood and the gull. 
What God and conſcience now of fin report, 
| (1) Prov.14.9. | You flight, and with their dreadful chreatnings (1) ſport. 
j But he*l convince you then, your wayes were naught, 
E- | (2) Jud e.8.7: | A Gideon the men of (2) Syceoth taught. 
_:-. - It Sermons cannot, hre and brimftone mult 
_ Teach men how good it is to, pamper luſt. | 
+] G) Mark. 9.44 | When conſcience (3 )takes thee by the throat and cryes . 
| Now wretch, now finner, thou that didfit deſpiſe 
My warnings3 learn, and ever learning be 
'That-Leffon, which thou ne're wouldſit learn of me. 
The ſtouteſt ſinner then will how! and roar, 
O lin! I never faw thy face before. 
Is this the fruit of fin? is this the place 
Where I muſt lye ? 4s this indeed the cafe 
Of my poor ſoy}! muſt The bound m chains 
| With theſecompanions ? Oh, is this the gains 
| I get by fin ! poor wretch, Ithat would never 
-See this before, am now undone for ever. 
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F X  Uponthe joy '| Great # the joy of Harveft-men, get leſs 
{of Harveſtmen|  Thanth:irs, whom God dotb with bis {avaurbleſs, 


\O7 OBSERVATION. 


A ns all earthly joyes, theſe four forts are noted'-in| 
Scriptuxe, as the moſt excellent and remarkable';} -4 
(1) Nuptial joyes, the day of Eſpouſals is the day ofthe glad}  -: 
| neſs of a mans heart, Cant:3-11». (22) ' The joy) of uehildreval” | 
Ty now :it ſeem but 'a common mercy 'to moſt, and/a[. /- 
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their joy by ſhoutings, and loud acc!amations. 


APPLICATION. 


. | of God, for which they labour:d in many awweary duty. This 
5 ; joy of harveſt, as:great as it 1s, an4 as much as carnal hearts 
{are lifted up with it, iS but a trifle, a thing ofnought, corn- 


| rightcouſneſs, and waited for the effe&s and returns of their 
dutics with patience, and at laſt com? to reapin mercy, 


b- either the full harveſt in heaven, or but:the firſt fruits of it 
'F | 01 earth, yet rejoyce, with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
"'# | 1-Pet.1.8. This puts more gladneſs into theirbearts; than when 
FF | corn andwine increaſes, Plal.4.7. Carnal joyes are but ſoul- 


Fevers., the Agues of. the inner man 3 there is a great diffe- 


q which waſtcs the ſpirits, and drinks up the radical moiſture, 
and that kindly wcll-temper'd heat ot an healthy body 3 -aad 


'*F {which How from the boſom of Chriff tmto the hearts of - bs- 
& - | litvers ,. and thoſe carthly delights whickicarnal hearts in + 
i | {n(ual way ſuck out of creature-enjoyments. I yill ſhew 
F [aro tlic tranſcendeney of ſpiritual joyes, above the joy of 
—__ particulars following, | 


Hus, and unſpeakably more chan thus, do Saints rejoyce 
and ſhout for joy, when they reap the favour and love 


| pared with yours afcer they have ſown to themſelves in| 


heavtenly uiſe\of earthlythinos, © 

den tolomiey yet the people of Gol were wont to. eſteem | 
{# achoice mzrcy, and rejoyced greatly 'init', . Fob 16. 21, | 
* | there's joy that'a ma1 is borwrinto the world. 3) The jr of ! 
* | conqueſts anJ victories, when men divide the (poy!; Ant lafi- | 
ly, The joy of Harveſt ; thefe two we tind ' put together as | 
« | principal matters of joy, Iſa. 9.3- They joy befere thee, atcord-; 7 
 4#ng to the jryin Harveſt , and as men rejnyce when” they divide 
* | tbeſpiyl.* Thc joy of Harveft, is no ſmall joy; Gandirem 
k .| meſſ#s, eft mis gandii 3 the joy of harveſt,” 15 the harvelt of 
their joy- * Tis uſual with men, when they have reaped down | 

-| their harveſt, (or cut the neck, as they call it ) to demonſtrate ! 


| | rence betwixt the unnatural inflamations of a feveriſh body | - 


as much between the: {weet, {crene and heavenly: joyes; | 


| Youthat joy with the joy of harveligggre glad, becauſe 
4 Nd | X p 
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now you have food for your felves and families to live ups 
be the year 3 bat the Chriltian rejoyceth, becauſe he hath 
' is the food of his foul, and his fleth is  mear indeed, and his 
; blood'drink indeed, Fohu 5.55. (i. e-) the'molt real and cx- 
' cellent food. You read, Pſal.78.25.:that man did eat An+ 
\ gels food\(7: e.) Manna, which was ſuch excellent bread, that 
\1t Angels did live upon material food, this would be'cho+ 
i ſen for them; and yct chis is but a type and dark ſhadow of 
| Feſus Chriſt, the tood of believers. ' 

| Yourcjoyce when your harveſt js in, becauſe corn is vir- 
'tually many other things beſides food 3 you can'turn it: into 
| cloaths to keep you warm, and many other neceſſaries may 
| be purchaſed by it : bat yet it is not like Chiilt, the object of 


| a Saints joy 3 though it anſwers many things , it doth not. 


|! anſwer all things as Chriſt doth ; turn it into whatyou will, 
it hath but a limited and relpective ufetulneſs : but Jeſus 
Chriſt is. alt in all to believers , and/of hin their faith can 


their habitation when harbourlels, their enlargement in 
bonds, the ſtrength of their hearts, and life of their life. O 


among all the creatures, do meet all in him, and much more. 

You xejoyce when you have gotten inyour harveſt, be- 
cauſe now: you can free thoſe engagements , and pay thoſe 
debts which you have contracted, *Tis a comfort to be out 
of debt, and you may lawfully rejoyce that God-/gives: you 
-wherewith to quit your engagements, that you may owe no 


have wherewith to help your ſelves-out of mens debts: but 
they rejoyce thatthey-are out of God's debt 3 that: his book 
1s cancelled, and their fins pardoned that by reaſon of the 
| imputed' righteouſneſs of Chriſt 5 the Law icari d 
nothing from thgmy;Rom. 8, 1.0% what matter of 
this!” .. © 208085; -o WP: dif wht tir vs 
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bread to' cat, that the world knows'not of, Rev.2*17. Chriſt]. L 


'Hetch all ſupplies; he is' their health in fickneſs, their]. ©: 
ſtrength in weakneſs , their caſe in pain; their honour inre-| 2 
proach, their wealth in poverty, their friend: infriendleſſne(s, | * 


heis a full Chriſt, and what ever exceltencies are ſcattered: 


tman any thing- but love : but: till che joy: of harveſt talls| 
...-thort of the joy of-Saints3 for you rejoyce that you are, or 
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=: You rgjoyce; becauſe now your cord is out. of danger, all 
Ithe while it was- abroad it- was in hazard , but now it's 
houſed you fear not the rain. ' But Chriſtians tejoyce, not 
becauſe their corn is ſafe, but becauſe their fouls are ſo. All 
the while they abode in an unregenerate ſtate, they were e- 
very moment in danger of the fttorms of wrath ; but noi 
being in Chriſt, that danger is over 3 and what compare is 
there betwixt the ſafety ot a little corn, and the fecurity of 
an immortal foul ? | 
Your joy is but in a gift of common providence. Twrks 
and Heathens can rejoyc2 with your joy, but the joy vf a | 
Chriſtian is a peculiar favour and gitt of God. Corn is gi- 
ven to all Nations,even the molt barbarous'and wicked have 
-| ſtore of it 3 but Chriſt is the portion but of a few, and thoſe 
| the dearly beloved of God. Lmiber ſaid of the whele Turkif 
Empire (where is the beſt and greateſt ſtore of corn ). that it 
is but a crumb which the Maſter of the Family thrawsto the} 
- | dogs, He that had more corn than his Barns could hold," 
» | Now wants a drop of water to cool his tongue. -Chriſt is a 


” | gift beſtowed onlyupon God's Elect, 7 

| | --Your joy will havean end 3 the time'is coming, that when 
you have reaped down your harveſts, your ſelves muſt be 
reaped down by death, and then you ſhall rcjoyce in theſe 
things no more 3 but when your joy is ended, then is the joy 
of Saints perfe&ed ; they reap their harveſt , when you 
leave your harvelt : - their conſolation is everlaſting... 

God can ſeparate your joy 'from thefe enjoyiments, even 
while you have them, as well as when you leave them. *Tis 
- | one thing for a man to have riches and tull Barns, and ano- 

ther thing to havexcomfort in the, Keeleſe 5. 19, 20, But 
now the joy of Chriftians is. a thing inſeparable from their 
eajoyment of Chriſt : Indeed the ſenſe of their intereſt may 
be loft, and ſo the acts of their joy intermitted z but they al- 
wayes have it in theſecd, if not in the fruit, Pſal.97. 11. 
** | Foy is ſown for the upright 3 he hath it fill in the principle, 
+; and iathe promiſe. | "a 
4 | The joy of Harvett men, for the moſt part, is only in their 
' | harveſt, and in ſuch carthly things; take that away, and their 

SE 1 7 Fm joy 
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"joy ceaſes.» Earthly hearts are acquainted with no higher} 

comforts 3 but the people of God can joy in him, and take} © 
comfort in their earthly injoyments too 3 and what comfort | 
they take in» theſe things , is much more retined and (iweet 
| thanyours for they enjoy all theſe things4n God, and. his 
love in giving them, putsa ſweetneſs into rh+m, that you are 
' unacquainted with, Thus you fee, » how tar your joy falls 

ſhort of theirs. | q 


Z | $7 REFLECTIONS, 


not” 


EI Ow have I'rcjoyced in a thing of nought, and plaſcd 
* ARefeRtion | [rk my elf witha vanity ? God hath bleſſed me in my 
\ for ons that | fields, and in my ſtores 3 but not with ſpiritual blefhings'in 
| _ - ny vo {| heavenly places in Chriſt. *My Barns are tall of corn, but}. 
| | Chr - |Imy ſoul is empty of grace, common bounty hath given me: 
% : a tulneſs of the things of this life , but what 'it the meaning 
Ec 1 of it ſhould be to fat me for the day of ſlaughter ? what 4þ 
this be the whole of my portion from the Lord ? what if the 
language of his providences to my foul thould .be this? Lo, 
:here I have given thee (with JÞmael) the fatne(s of the earth : 
Thou ſhalt not ſay , but thou haſt taſted of thy Creator's 
bounty 3 but make the moſt of it, for this is all that ever 
thou ſhalt have from me : There be others in the world, to 
whom I have denyed theſe things, but tor themI have re- 
ſerved better 3 tor the molt part they are poor in this world, 
'|butrich in faith, and heirs of the Kingdom ?. Isnot this c-/ 
[nough to.darmp all my carnal mirth? Should my conſcience 
give me ſuch a memento, 25 Abraham in the parable gave to! . 
Dives 3 Remember that thou in thy life. time receivedjt thy good ' » 
things, Ah, what a cut would that be to all my comforts? A.| * 44 
man in a Fever hath a lively colour, but a dying heart. I ; 
have an appearance, a ſhadow of comfort, but a fad ſtate off - 
foul. _ by try 
—_} Bleſſed be the God and father of my Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath | + 
: A R.fi:ction | bleſſed me with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places iy Chriſt, ; 

= wory Eph.1.3. Though he-hath not ſeen fit to give me much ot | 7; 
- {bur no Bain, {his world in hand; yet it hath plcaſed-him to ſettle axich) 
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[ons whereof, yield: my {onl more true comfort than altthe 
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haſt not dealt fo with all, no, not with all of thine own peo- 
FY . , —- 
ple; many of them are ſtrangers to'the mercies which Len- 


|wiſe to underſtand, and aniwer the doable end of this gras] 
cious diſpenſation ! Let me beſtow the more.of my tim on; . 
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preſent enjoyments of this world could have done. Blefſed be 
the Lord; who hath- not given me my portion in this life, 
that by keeping me frong the enjoyment, hath alfo preſerved 
me from the ſaares of a proſperous cliate. | 

Lord [c{us, I have no bays, I have no Barns; but thou! 
(halt be to mc inſtcad of a!l thoſe. things, When others re-) 
joyce in the fulnels of their earthly comforts, I will rejoyce! 
inthe tulnel(s of my Chriſt ; they hoe that which (though; 
Lhave not} I hall not want 3 and I have that whichall their! 
richcs cannot purchaſe. Bleſs the Lord, O'my foul ! 

But Lord, how am I obliged, above thouſands, to love'and 


ven and earth, things preſent , and things to come : Thoy, 


joy. God hath done great things for mez O my foul ! what 
wilt thou'do for God ? The freer the condition* is , he hath 
laced mein, the more am FT both obliged and advantaged 
or his ſervice 3 and yet I doubt it will be tound, that many} 
a poor Chriftian that labours with his hands to get his bread, j 
redeems more hours for God than I do: Lord}, make».me 


God, and ſtand ready to,Minilter tothe necellities of his} 


'*| people. 


Oh, what an unhappy wretch' am I ! that have nothing 


Jeither in hand, or in hopez am miſerable Here, and liketo be; A R-ficQion 4 


ſo for ever; Had Ibut-an interelt in Chriſt , as the godly }.for en&rhar_ 
hath neither a: 


inheritance upon-me by promiſe ; the hopes and expe&iti- | | 
| 
} 


F2 


4 
- 


To 


E pai thee ! to blefs and admire thee, who haſt not only ! ARefle&ion-. | * 
” - ©] plentifully provided for my foul, but for my body too ! who foi one char! * 
. -| haſt given-me both the upper and the neather ſprings, hea- 


hath a full 
Barn and * 
Chriſt too, 


d. 


poor have, that would ſweeten, all preſent troubles, and thew- | 
Barns nor a in. 


me the endof them. But ala#? am poor and wicked, con- 
temned of men, and abhorred ot God; an obje& ot _ 


'rempt, both to heaven and earth. Lord, look npon luch a 


truly miſerable obje&- with compalhon, give me a portion; 
with thy people in the world to cortie, it thou never better. 


my 


Chiiſt. 
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4 (1) 1ſa.9-3, 
IG ) Pſal, 4+ 7+ | 
x _ 
” , ? 

(4) Luke 16; 


1 20,21. 


x 


| 6lJob- _ Jo 
£(6) JoÞ 20.7, 


F(-)Prov.r 0.22, 


_ 


my outward candition here! O ſanRifie this poverty 1 blets 
$:- "theſe firaits and wants, that they may necetfitate my foul to 
R go to Chriſt; make this poverty the way to-glory., and 1 


; [18 


all bleſs thee to eternity, that T was poor in this world. 
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The Poem, 


Ft have I ſeen when harveſt's almoſt in, 

The laft load coming 3 how ſome ment have bin 
Rapt up with joy, as 1t that welcome cart 
Drew home the very (1) treaſure of their hart. 
What joyful ſhoutings ! ' hooping ! hollowing noiſe, 
With mingled voices both of men and boycs ? 
To carnal minds there 15 no(2) greater mirth, 
No higher joy 3 nor greater heaven on earth. 
He ſpeaks pure Paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 
Theſe are but trifles 3 to what Saints enjoy. 
But they (3 ) deſpiſe your ſparks, as much as you 
Contemn their Sun. Some that could never ſhew 


+|A full fiuft (4) Barn, on which you ſet your heart 5 


But glean perhaps the cars behind your cart: 
Yet are the gleanings of their comfort more, 
Than all your harveſt, and admired ſtore. 


Your mirth is (5) mixt with ſorrow, theirs is pure 


Yourslike a ſhadow (6) fleets, but theirs endure. 
God gives to you the husk, to them the pith; 

And no heart-ſtinging ſorrow (7) adds therewith. 
[Though at the gates of death they ſometimes mourn, 
No ſooner doth the Lord to them return ; 

But ſorrow's baniſht'from their penlive breaſt ; 


[Joy triumphs there, and (8) ſmiles their checks inveſt, 


[Have you beheld when with perfumed wings, 


| Out of the balmy Eaſt bright Phebus ſprings'; 


Mounting th* Olympiek hill, with what a grace 
He views the throne of darkneſs 3 and doth chaſe 
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The ſhades of night 
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MF | For ſilver hills, or rivers pav'd wit': gold. 
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Wer't thou but known to worldlings, they would (corn, 
Toſtcop their hearts to fuch poor things as corn. 


|Fot ſo they do, becauſe thou art above 


[That {phere wherein their low conceptions move. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


before him? having hurl'd 
His golden beams about this lower world, 
How. trotn ſad Groves, and (olitary C-l!s 
Where horrid darkncf5 : and confuſion dwells, 
Batcs, Owles, and doftefiificreatures fly away, - 
Reſigaing to the cheerful birds'of day, 
Who in thoſe places now can lit and chant, 
Where lately fuch fad creatures kept their haun*. 
| Thus grict reſigns to joy, lighs, groars and tears, 
To (ongs triumphant when the Lord appears. 
O matchleſs joy! Ocountenance divine ! 
What are thoſe triflles, to theſe {miles of thine ?! 
May I with poor Mephibeſheth be bleſt 

With theſe tweet ſmiles, let Ziba tike the reſt. 
My lite, my treaſure, thou ſhalt ner be fold 
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More ſolid grain with greater ftiength you thraſh, 
The abl:ſt Chriſtians have the hardeſt laſh, 
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OBSERVATION. 


| be ne having to do. with divers forts of grain, 


ſome more tough and Rtubbornz others more free and 


; {tender,-donot beat allalike in the threſh} 
| _theyhavethreſhals of ſeveral ſizes, ſo they | 
| 'graiaimore, on other fewer ltrokes, according to the diffs 
of the grain to be threſhed.. This: obſervation 
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the Prophet Iſai tb hath, Chap.28. V-27. The Fitches are #0 
threſued with a ihriſhing inſtrument, ncather # the Cart-wheel 
kenrn'd about up! the Cummin, but the Fitches are beaten ont ' 
nth a flaff, and the Cummin with arod. The manner of b:at- 
ing out the corn in ancient times, was far difterent from that 
which is now in uſe among us 3 they had the Cart-wheel, | 
which was full of iron ſpokes or tecth, and the hoots of | 
beaſts for the harderyſort ot grain, as Wheat, Rycand Barley, | 
a ſtaff or flail for thE Fitches, and a rod or twig for the Cum- | 
min all which inftruments were proportioned according, to 
the nature of the grair., 


APPLICATION. 


Od having todo in a way of correction with divers forts | 
(3 of offenders, doth not uſe the like ſeverity with them +: 
all, but propoxtions his correction to their abilities ' and | 
*2ſtrength, Fer. 30-11. I will not make aful! end of thee, 

but will | corre& thee in meaſutc | and will not leave thee 
altogether unpuniſhed, (9.d.) affi&ted thou muſt be, my rc- 
ſpet to my own glory and thy good, puts a neceſfity up- 
on that 3 but yet I will do it moderately , I will not lay on 
without meafure or mercy , as Iintend to do upon thetne- 
[mies3 but will mete out your ſufferings in a due proportion, 
even asa carctul Phyfician in preſcribing pills or potions to 
his Patients, hath regard as well to the ability of the Pa- 
tient as to the nature and quality of the diſeaſe; even ſo thy 
God, O Iſrael, will not afflict thee according to theigreat- 
neſs of hispower and his wrath; anſwerable thereunto, Pſal, 
90, 11. that would break thee to pieces, Pſal. 78. 38. Nor 
yet will he aMi& thee according to the demerit of thy fin. | 
As it ſhall be much Jeſs than what I could inflict 3 fo it ſhall 
be leſs than thine iniquitics deſerve , Ezra 9. 13. Neither | 
my power, nor thy delert, ſhalt be the rule of my proceed- 
ings; but I will doit with moderation and mercy, as thou 
#rt able to bear. I that have inſtructed the Husbandman to 
propc:tionhis inftruments tothe quality of che orain betibe 
him, wilt exerciſe the like wiſdom. and ' mildneſs towards 
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| thee, and the ſimilitude bet wixt the Husbandmans threſh- 
+1 ing his corn, and the Lords afflicting his people, ttands int 


theſe particulars. | 

The Husbandmans end in threſhing the corn, is to ſeparate 
it from the husks and chaff 3 and God's end ia atfli ting his 
penpie, 15 to {eparate them from their fins, 12. 27. 9, In 
meature when it ſhooteth forth, he will debate with it, : 3.e. ) 
he will moderately correct them 3 and what the end of thoſe 
corrections are, the next words inform us 3 By this therefore 


{all the imquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the frat to 


take away his ſin. God uſes atthiQions, as we ule lope, to 
cleanſe away tilthine(s, and fetch out ſpots, Day. 11. 35, 
he aims not at the defiruction of their perfous, but of their 
lu(ts. 

It the Husbandman have cockle, darnel, or pernicious 
tares before him in the floor among his corn, he lict!e re- 
gards whether it be bruiſed and battered to pieces by the 
threſhold or no *tis a worthleſs thing, anche ſpares it nor. 
Such cockle and tares are th# enemies of God 3 and when 
theſe come under his fail, he ſtrikes them without mercy 3 
for theſc, the Lord prepares|a new ſharp threſhing inftru- 
meat,having teeth,which ſhall beat them to duſt, Iſa+4r. 15. 


-| The daughter of Babylon 3s like a threſhing floor, "tis time to 


threſh bee, Jer. 51. 33- And when that time is comg, then 
(in alluſion to the beaſt, that was to tread out the corn) 
Sion s bora ſhall be of iron; and het hoofs braſ}, Mich . 4. 13. 
He {mites not his people, according to the firoke of chem! 
that (mote thern 3 the meaning is, his ſtrokes on them ſhall 
be deadly lirokes. They ſhewed no mercy to Sion, and God 
willſhew no mercy to them, | 

When the husks and chaft are perfcaly ſeparated from 
the grain, then the Hasbandman beats it no more. When 
God hath perfealy purged and ſeparated the fins of his peo- 
ple, then afflictions ſhall come.to a perpetual end, he will 


intrument in heaven 3 he that beat them wich his flaile on 


. 26 


never {mite them again z there13 no note of the chreſhing]' 


d beats his corn, 'as 
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"| God's hatred to his people from his —_ them.,as the 
e 


{hey are carried through all. 
4 


great value upon them + and it is equally. abſurd co infer 


Husbandmans hatred of his corn, becauſe he threſhes and ! 
beats it, Heb. 12.6. Whom the Lord loveth he corredeth, aud 
chaſtencth goery ſon whom he receiveth. | 

| Though the Husbandman thretk and beat the corn,yet he 
will not bruife or hurt it, if he can help it 3 though ſome re- 
quire more andtharder ſtrokes than others, yet none ſhall 
have more than it can endure. And though the Lord aiflict 
his ſervants, yet he will do them no hurt, Fer, 25..6. Some 
need more rods than others, but none ſhall have more than 
they can bear 3 the Lord knows the meaſures and degrees 
of his ſervants taith and patience, and accordingly ſhall their 
tryals be, Pſal. 103: 13, 14» Like as a father pities bis chil- | 
dren, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him 5 for he knows their 

frame, he remembers they are but duſt \ he makes a way to eſcape, | 
that they may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13, This care and 


in three particulars. | 

(1) In not @«poſing them tos” till he have prepared them 
| for their tryals, Lahe'24. 49. Tarry ye at Jeruſalem, wntil ye 
be endued with power from on high. He gives them ſotnetimes 
eminent diſcoveries of his love immediately before, and as 
4 preparative to their fufferings3-in the ſizength whereof, 

2) Orifnot ſo, then he intermixeth ſupporting comfort 
with their troubles, as you ſometimes (ee the Sun ſhine out, 
while the rain falls. "Twas fo with Paul, Afis 27. 23. This 
night(and it was a fad night indeed there ſtood by me the Angel 
of the Lord, whoſe T am. 

3. In taking off the, Affliction, when they can bear it no 
longer, 1 Cor. 10. 13. He makes a way to eſcape, that they may 
be able to bear it. Plal. 125, 3. The rod is taken off, when the 
righteous is even ready to put forth his band to iniquity. "Tis a 
Jewiſh Proverb, When the bricks are doubled, then comes 
Moſes... And it is a Chriſtian experience, When the ſpirit is 
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aabtib (ihe were angry with it, yet he loves and highly prizes it ; 
and though God ſtrike and afflict his people, yet he ſers a 


tenderneſs of God over his afllicted, is eminently diſcovered 
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REFLECTIONS, 


Ow unlike am I to God,in the-affli ting of his people ? 
The Lord is pitiful when he ſmitcs them , but I have 


beſt of my kindnefſes to them, may fitly enough be called 
ſeverity. God {mites them in love, I have ſrnitten them in 


but his end and{ming have widely differcd in that ation, Tſs. 


and cleanſe theſe veſſels of glory, and when I have done that 
dirty work, thoſe bright fouls ſhall be ſet up in heaven, and 
I caſt into the fira. It he ſhall have judgment without mer- 


. | Lord, whoſe people I have perſecuted mercilefly for his 
lake ? ; L "£3 

Is the Lord's Wheat thus threſhed in the floor of aſflicti- 
on? What then ſhall I think bf my condition, who proſper 
and am let alone 1n the way of fin?Surcly the Lord looks on 
me as on a weed, and not as his corn 3, and *tis too probable, 
that I am rather reſerved for burning, than threſhing. Some 
there are whom God loves not ſo well as to ſpend a rod up- 

on them, but ſaith, Lez them alone, Hol. 4. 17. but miſera- 
ble is their condition, notwithſtanding their impunity 3 for 

what is the interpretation. but this?I will cometoa reckon- 

ing with them for altogether in hell. Lord, how much bet- 
ter is thy afflicting mercy, than thy ſparing ſeverity ! Better 

is the condition of an afflicted child, than of a rejected ba- 
ſtard. Heb. 12.7. O, let me rather feel thy rod now, as the 

rod of a loving tather, than feel thy wrath hereafter, as the | 


bi: _ of an omnipotent avenger. 


bandman loves his corn though he threſheth it: and. {6 


ready to fail, then comes Jeſus; according to that promile, 


been cruel. He is kind to them, when moſt ſevere ; but the! 
hatred. Ah, what havel done? God hath uſed me as hisf . 
| hand, Pſal. 17. 14. oras his rod to afflit them, Fer. 10.. 7.| 


10. 7. I am but theScullion, or rather the Wiſp to fcour[| 


cy,that ſhewed no mercy 3 how can Iexpe& mercy from the] 


Well then, deſpond not, O'my foul!thont heareſt dk | 
"F|f 
beeauſe he afflis thee 10} 5, 
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I. 
A Refiction Þ| 
for perſecurors. | 
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A R:tie&ion 
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meer with nov 


afflitions- 


the Lord loves thee not the leſs, 
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' much. If aflicion then be the way to heaven,blefſed be God 
For 2Miion. The threſhing {trokes of God have come thick } 
101 mc, by whici1 I may fre, what a tough and ftubborn | 
heart I have 3 if one firoke would have done the work, he [© 
would not have lifted up his hand the ſecond time. I have | 
not had a firoke more than I had need of, 1 Pct. 1. 6. and by 
this means he will purge my (10, blefled be God tor that. The | 
damncd have inhnitcly more and harder ftrokcs thanI, and | 
yet th.ir fin ſhall never beleparated by their fufferings. Ah, * 
{in. curſed fin, I am ſo much out of love with thee, that I am | 
willing to endure more than all this to be well rid of thee 3 
all this Iſuffer for thy (ake,. but the time is coming when I 
ſhall be rid of fin and ſuffering together. Mean while, Iam | 


under my own fathers hand,{mite me he may,bur hate me he. 
cannot. 


5k 


| 


. The Poem, 


THe facred Records tell us, heretofore 
God had an Altar in a (1) threſhing floor ; 
TI(1) 2 Sam-24. | Where threſhing inftruments devoted were 
22.1 To ſacred ſcrvice, fo you tind them here. 
Inow would teach-ttfethreſher to beat forth, 
A notion from hi$ threſhold much more worth 
Than all his corn 3 -and make him underſtand 
That foul-inftruQing engine in his: hand. - 
With fewer (2) ſixokes, and lighter you will beat 
The Oats and Barley ; than the ſtubborn Wheat, 
Which will require and endure more blows, 
+ _ [Than freergrain. Thus deals (3) the Lord by thoſe 
$(3)1ſa.27.7:8- | Whom heafflidts. He doth not uſe to fixike - 
Offending children, with his rod alike. 
_ ... |But'onthe (4.)ableſt ſhoulders doth impoſe, 
) Jer:30.2.4. | The heavielſt-burdens; and the ('5) lefs on thoſe 


by 


(2) lſa.28:27. 
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Jr weaker grace. He ſhews himfclt a God 

FOt judgernent, ih his handling of the rod, 
FGod hath a 6 ) rate- book by him, wherein he 
"FF }Kceeps jult accounts, how rich his people be : 

F# © | What faith, experiencez patience more or lefs 
Exch one pofleſſeth, and doth them afſels 
According to their ſtock. Such as have not 
A Martyrs faith, (hall have no Martyrs loe, 

The (7) kinds, degrecs, and the continuance 

D©f all their ſufferings, toa circumſtance z 
Preſcribed are by hin who wiſely ſwayes 

The world, and (8) more than's right on no man layes. 
.Be man or devil che Apothecary, 

agd's the Phyſician z who can then miſcarry 
IF{uch a hand ? he never did, or will 

Suffer the leaſt addition to his bill. 

Nor meaſure, nor yet mercy he obſerves 

Fn thraſhing (1) Babylon, tor ſhe deſerves 
Sonnet ſtrokes and in his floor (he muſt 

| Be beaten (hortly with his flail to duſt. 

But $i»n*s God in (9) meaſure will debate, 

/\ His children he may {mite 3 but cannot hate. 

Hp beats them, true, to make their chaff to tlye ; 
That they like purged golden grains may lye 

Tn one fair heap, with thoſe bles'd ſouls that her: 
Qrice in like manrier thraſh'd, and winnowed were. .- 


CHAP. XX. 


The Fan doth cauſe licks chaff to fly away, 
So ſhall th wngedly, inGoa's winnoming days. 
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OBSERVATION. | 
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3X J Hen the corn 1s threſhed out in the floor,, 
where-it-lyes mingled with empty ears, and. 
I» --- worthles 
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(7) Rev.t.10, 
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. , | means, extenſively, in breadth and numbers, and interſrvely,in 


| þof men here in this world; one is doGrinally, in-which fent ; 
I underſtandthat Scripture, Mat. 3- 12. ſpoken of Chriſt] 
: | when he was entring upon his Miniſterial work, His fan-io\ 57 


| chough there;were many hypecritical ones among them,that 


CA Eee 


worthleſs chaff, the husbandman carries it out altogether in- 
to ſome open place, where having (pread his ſheet for the 
preſervation of the grain, he expoſes it all to the wind ; the 
good grain, by reaf of its ſolidity,remains upon the ſheet, 
but the chaff being light and empty,is partly carried quite a- 
way by the wind, and all the reſt (cparated from the good 
grain into a diſtin heap, whigh is carried away, either to 
the fire or the dunghil, as a worthleſs thing, | 


APPLICATION, 

En have their winnowing dayes, and God hath his 2 
day to ſeparate the chaff trom the wheat, the god! 

from the ungodly, who ſhall both be held up to the wind 

but only the wicked ſhall be driven away by it. Such a day 

God hath in this world,wherein he winnowshis-wheat, and 

ſeparates the chaff. There is a double fanning babe, 


in his band, and be ſhall throughly purge his floor,andgather bis 
wheat into the garner, but he will burn up the chaff with wnquen- 
chable fire. The prcaching of the Goſpel is as a fan In. Chriſts 
hand;and it isas much as it Fehhad thus told che Tews,that! 


had now a plaee, and name among the. people ot God, and 
g/oricd in their Church-priviledges, yet there is. a purging] 
blaſt of truth coming, which ſhall make them flye out of the, 
Church, as faſt as Prone of the gor, Thus Chriſt win- 
nows or fans the world dodtrinally : The other is jwdicially, 
by bringing ſore and grievous tryals-and ſufferings, upon the' 
Churches, tor this very end, - that thoſe which are but chaff, 
/2. e.) eripty and vain Profeſſors may by ſuch winds as thele, 
be quis from his people. 

The Church increaſes two wayecs, and by two divers 


vigour and power 3 peace and proſperity cauſes the tirſt, 


futferings andadvetfity the laſt; and well may a day of per- 
F135 TE | ſecution 
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F good grain, one upright foul ſhall eternally periſh ; but the 


— 


4 the chaff, but there is a day of afflictionand difirefs-coming, 
>. in which the wicked (hall paſsas the chaff before the wind ; 
- Tang yet notwithſtanding, all theſe winnowings upon carth, | ;. 


” Which God will eternally ſeparate from his wheat I will 


* | nor Efaus Facobs brother 3 yet the one was wheat, the other. 
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of God toſſed to purpotle, as corn in the fheve. though nothing 
| but chaff bz loſt thereby. Of ſucli'a winnowing day the Pro- 
phet (peaks, Amos 9. 9, 10. 1 will: fifthe bmſe of Ifracl | 
among all Nations, like as cornis ſiftedin a ſieve,yet ſhall not the 
leaſt grain fall upon the earth,all the ſinners of my people ſhall die 
(q. d-) I will cauſe great agitations and toſfings among you 
by the hands of the Aſſyrians and Babylonians, into whoſe 
Countrycs you ſhall be difperti and ſcattered , yet I will fo 
govern thoſe your diſperſions by my providence,that not one 


faners of my people , the refuſe fiuff, that ſhall pe- 
riſh. 

{To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks another Prophet, Zeph. 1.1,2. 
Gathcr your ſelves together, (or as ſome read) fan your ſelves, 
yea, fan your ſelves, before the decree bring forth, and the day 
paſF as the chaff. He doth not mean, that the time ſhall paſs as 


— 


_-_ 


much chaff will ſtill abide among the corn theretore God! 


ſ:cution be called a winaowing day, for then are the people || 


hath appointed, another day,tor thewinnowing of the world, | 
even theday of judgment, in reference to- which it is. faid, 
P/al. 1. 4, 5» Theungodly are not ſo, but are like theichaff which 
the winddrives away 3 therefore the ungodly ſhall not ſtand in 
judgment, nor ſinners i# the congregation of the righteous 5 (i. ee) 
God hath a day wherein he will fitt the world,like corn in a | 
 fieve, and then the wicked ſhall appear to be but chaff, 


not ſrain the ſimilitude, but fairly diſplay it in theſe ſeven 
| particulars. 

The chaff and wheat grow together in the ſame field, and 
upon the ſame root and tialk, In this, wicked men are like 
chaff, who not only affociate with the people of God, but 
oftentimes ſpring up with, them in the ſame families, and 
from the ſame root, orimmediate parents, Mal, 1. 2. was | 
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The Husbandman would never endure the husks,chaff,and 
dry ſtalks to remain in the field, it it were not for the gogd 
corns ſake 3 he would quickly ſect tire on'it, but that the corn 
is among, it, which he highty prizechz and-be aſſured, God 


would never ſuffer the wicked to abide long mn this world, |. 


| were it not. for his own elect that are diſperſed among 
them. Except the Lord hid. ſuch -a remnant” diſperſed in 
the world, he would quickly ſet fire to the four quarters, and 
make it like Soom, Iſ2.1. 9+ 


bandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | "| 


The chaff is a very. worthleſs thing,the Husbandman cares 

not what becomes of it, and of as little worth are wicked 
men, Prov. 10. 20. 'The heart of the wicked is little worth. 
| The heart is the principal part of the man,and yet that's but 
chaft, no worth in it 3 his lands, his cloaths, &c. are worth 
{| ſomewhat, but his heart is worth nothing. 
.” Though chaff init ſelf be nothing worth,yet, it is of ſome 
aſe tothe corn whiles *tis ſtanding inthe held 3 the ſtalk 
bears up the ear, and the chaffcovers the grain, and defi nls 
it from the injury of the weather. Thus God makes" wicked 
men of uſe to his people, in outward fociety ; they help/to 
ſupport and prote&t them in this world, Rev: 12.16. The 
earth helped the woman, (3. e.) worldly men for carnal crids 
helpt the Church, when a floud of perſecution was poured 
out... The Church often helps the world, it receives many 
benefits from the people of God 3 and ſometimes God over- 
rules the world to helphis Church. 


held up to the windin one ſieve, they fall two wayes z the 
wheat fails down upon the floor or ſheet, the-chatf is carried 
, [quite away:So although tor a time godly and ungodly abide 
_ | together, yet, when this winnowing time comes, Gods 
wheat ſhall be gathered into his garner in heaven, the chaff 
ſhall go the other way, Mp. 3+ 12. 
|... If there beany chaft = the corn, it will appear when 
21s fifted in a windy day, it cannot poflibly eſcape if it 
be well winnowed 3:much/ more impollible it is he any 
wicked man to eſcape the criticaVſearch of God in that day ; 


When the chaff and wheat are both brought forth and | 


. - - 
, > 4 ” 
S. #-# - l - : , 


| the cloſeſt hypocrite ſhall then be deteRed, for God will}. E. 


LS 
4 . . 
J 4 
” "oo 
— —_ P Xx” "I 44 a (PS. 1 WV | A % 
- by > rt 
on, -. 
. ” G » 
$ - 
l I - 4 
P : . =_ Es _ ww = 
= o ” of - a 4 s ” . * - 


wy | 
IH 


mw; « 


| 
| 


cnm_— 


© The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 


judge the ſecrets of men, 2 Cor. 16. He will then bring to 
| light the hidden things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the coun- 

; ſels of the beart, 1 Cor. 4+ 57 

| Lafily, aftcr corn and chaff are ſeparated by-the win- 

| nowing wind, they ſhall never lye together in one heap any 

' more. The wicked ſhall ſee Abraham, and Tſzac, and Facob, 

' and a!l the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, but themiclves: 
thru(t out z there 1s no chaft in heaven, 


REFLECTIONS. 


M I an empty vain Proteſſor, that want the” pith and 

ſubſtance of real godlineſsz then am I but chaff in 
; Gods account, though I grow among his corn 3 the eye of 
; ma ncannot diſcern my hypocritie, but when he comes, 


%? 


I 


A Re<ficaion}: 
for a cloſe Hy- | 


pocrites 


| 


whoſe fan is in his hand, then how plainly will it be dete&- | 


ed? Angels and men ſhall diſcern it, and fay, Ls, this is the 
148 that made not God his hope how ſha'l 1 abide the day of 
his coming ? Chriſt is the great heart-Anatomitt 3 things 
(hall not be carried then, by names and parties, as they are 


| 


» 
' 
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| 


| Mexe Tekel, written upon every falſe heart 3 great will be 


the perſpicuity of that trial, my own conſcience ſhall joyn 
with my judge, and ſhall then acknowledge,that there is not 
one drop of injuſtice in all that Sea of wrath 3 and though 1 
am damned, yet Iam not wronged ; the chaff cannot ſtand 
before the wind, nor I before the judgment of Chriſt. 

Is there ſuch a Anning time coming? why donot I then 
fiſt my heart every day, by ſerious ſelf-examination ; no 


now 3 every one ſhall be weighed in a juſt ballance, and a |- 


2, 
A Reflection 


work more important to me,and yet how much have I neg- 
Ic&cd it? O my foul ! thou hadft been better imployed, in 
ſearching thine own eſtate 1n reference to that day, than in 
| prying fintully into the hearts, and cenſuring the conditions 
of other men 3 judge thy (df, and thou ſhatt not be con» 
 demned with the world; the work indeed 1s difficult, but the 
i\negle& dangerous: were I within a few days to ſtand at mans 


for one that 


'negledts_ ſelfe. || 
cxawination. q 
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i bar, there to be tryed for my. life, how bufie ſhould F be 
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| befriend me? and ſtudying every advantage to my (felt Xand 
yet, what a vali difference is there between mans bar- and 
Gods ? between a tryal for my life, and fer my foul? Lord, 
r0vze up my fluggiſh heart by awtul aud folicitous thoughts. 
of that.day, lcft I be found among that chatt,, which ſhall- be 
burnt up with unquenchable fire | ITE 
Fcarnot, O my foul ! thong}1' there be a laſt coming 


* 


A Refiction | hich ſhall drive all the chaff into hell, yet -it« ſhall blow. -. - 
for a ſincere | _— 
If{aul, thee no harm. I know that when be bath tryed me, Ifhall come;\' 7 


forth as gold, Job 23. 10. F cqntc{s I have too! much chaff '-' 
about me, but yet I am not altogether chaff? there isa ſolid 
work of grace upon my ſoul, that will abide” the tryal : Jet 
| the judgmentto come be as impartialand exact as its polhible 
4.t0 be, yet agrain of lincerity cannot belolt in it z tor God 
will not caſt away a perfect (4.6. )an upright hearted) man. Fob 
3:20. Hethat's appointed to judg the world is mine; and 
his imputed rightcoufneſs will make me full weight in the 
balance. Bleſs the Lord. (O my ſoul) for ſincerity 3 this wilt} 
abide, when common gitts and cmpty names will flee as. the | 
chaffbcfore the wind. 
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TEX winnowing wind firſt ( 1 ) drives the chaff away, 
| - Next light, 2nd hollow grains 3 thoſe only ſtay 
Whole weight, and folid ſubſtance can endure _ 
| This tryal, and fuch grains are counted pure.. 
(z)-Mat.3.12,| The corn for uſe (2) is carefully preſerv'd, 
— Thary | The uſekfs chaft ( 3 ) for burning flames reſerv'd, 
| ys. No wind but blows ſome good, a Proverb'is 3 
-»4x:| Glad ſhall I beaitit hold truc in this. 
_ * *;FO)that the wind when youto winnowing go, . 
__ » | This ſpiritual good-unto your ſouls might blow ? 
' | To make yowpauſe,andfadly ruminate- 
In what a dolecful plight 3 and wretched fate: 
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(1) Pſal.z5.s, 
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- Their |. 
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Their foulsare in, who cannot (4) hope to ſtand 

When he ſhall come, whoſe (5) fan is in his hand. 

His(s) piercing eyes infallibly diſcloſe, 

{The very reins, and (7 | inward parts of thoſe 

| Whoſe out-fide ſeeming grace ſo neatly paints, 

# | That with:the /$) belt they paſs, for real Saints. 

+-=| No hypocrite with God (9) acceptance finds, 
-|-But.like the chaft diſpers'd by furious winds : 

xP | Their guilt (hall not that ſearching day endure, 

* © | Nor they approach (1) th'afſerpblies of the pure. 

Have you obſerv'd in Autumn, (2) thiftle-down 

By howling Exrus (catter'd up and down 

About the fields ? even ſo Gods iretul ſtorm 

Shall chaſe the hypocrite, who now can ſcorn 

The breath of cloſe reproots 3 and like a rock 

Repel reproofs, and juſt reprovers mock. 

How many that in (3) ſplendid garments walk 

Of high profetlions! and like Angels talk, 

Shall God deveſt; and openly proclaim 

Their ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame ! 

This is the day, wherein the Lord will rid 

His Church of thoſe falſe friends, which now lic hid 

Among his people. There will not be one — 

{Falſe heart remain, to loſe our love upon. 
4 | ©, ble(s'd afſemſbly ! glotious ſtate! when all 
| In thetr uprightneſs walk, and ever fhall. 


, {Prove ſuch light chaff as then thy wind will ſeyes 
From ſolid grain! O let my foul deteli | 
Unſoundnels 3 and abide thy kridteſt teſt, 


| 


O make my heart ſincere, that I may never _—_—_ 


| 


| 
| 


| (3)Mar, 25.9. |: 
L* 


' (7) 1 Cor.4-5. 


(4) Pla. 1+. 5: 


(5) Mat. 3-12+j 
(6) Rev. lg. | |! 


($) Mair. 7; 2 
(3)Job 13: 16, 
, 


+ | 


(1) Pla.x.g. j' % 
(3) Ila, 17.13. | hy 
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BE) Ow is it Reader? have Lltircd thee ? (with.me. 

Whilſt througlrtheſe pleaſant fields thou 'walk®ſt: 

Our path was pleaſant, but if length of way 
——_—— Doweary thee, we'l flack our pace, and ſtay 

Let's fit a while, under the cooling ſhade 

Of fragrant Trees Trees were for ſhadow made, 

Lo here a pleaſant grove, whoſe ſhade is good 3 

But more than fo, *twill yield us fruit for tood. 

No dangerous fruits do on theſe branches grow, 

No ſnakes among the verdant grafs below. 

Here we'l repoſe a while, and then go view 

The pleaſant herds and flocks: and fo adicu, 
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f EET ngraffed Trees can never bear 200d ſruit, 
hog *" { Nor well graffea 08 a bitter roots 
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OBSERVATION. 
VG " 


hedge, and never gratfed or removed from its native. 
! foyl, may bear ſometruit, and that fair and beautiful to the: 


) 


5 , | Wild tree naturally ſpringing up in the wood or 


eye 3 but it will give youno content at all in cating, being 
-f alwaycs harſh, ſower and unpleaſant to the taſic; but if ak 

{ a ſtock be removed into a good ſoyl, and graffed with a. bet- 
* | ter kind, 1t may becomea good trec,and yicld ſioreof choice 
and pleatant fruit. | | 


| 


ED © 


| APPLICATION. 
'T TNregenerate men who never were acquainted with the 
my ltery of ſpiritual union with Jetus Chriſt, but ftill}* +» 
grow upon their natural root, old Adam, may by the force 
and power of natuxal-principles bring forth. ſome fruit, 
(which !1ke the wild hedgs fruit we ſpeak. of) may indeed 
bc taiz and pleaſant tothe eyes of men, but God takes no 
pleature at all in it; its ſower, harſh, and difiaſteful to him, : 
becaule it ſprings not trom the ſpirit of Chriſt, 1/2. 1» 13» 
I cannot away with it;it is iniquity,& c, but, that I may not in 
_ | rangle the thred oF my diſcourſe, I ſhall, (as in the former 
| ( | Chapters) ſet before you a parallel betwixt the beſt fruits of: 
E.-> { natural men, and thoſe of a wild ungraffed tree. = 5 | 
The root that bears this wild fruit is a degenerate _ root, 3 
ang that's the cauſe of all this ſowernefs and harſkneſs in the} A 
kruit it bears ; it's the ſeed of ſome better Tree ci rl 


"| | blown, or caſt into ſome;walte and bad ſoyl, where not bein | 
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manured and ordered aright, it's turned wild : So all thes 


© {fruits of unregenerate men flow from the firſt Adam, 2; 
| [corrupt and- degenerate root 3 he was indeed planted aright | 


{ced, but ſoon turned a wild ®and degenerate plant 3 he þc- | 


| ing thc root from which every man nacurally ſprings, cor- | 


rupts alt the fruit that any man bears trom him» It's obſerved | 


| by Gregory, pertinent to my preſent purpoſe,Genus humanum | 
4 parente prim?,velut in yadice putruit ; Mankind was putrr | . 


tied in the root of his hrſt parcnt, Mat. 7. 18. A wrrapt tree | 
cannot bring forth good fruit. | 

This corrnpt root ſpoyles the fruit, by the tranſmillion of : 
its fower and naughty ſap into all the branches and fruits 
that grow on them. they (fuck no other nouriſhment, but | 
what the root affords them, and that being bad, ſpoyles all : | 


for the ſame cauſe and reaſon, no meer natural or unregenc | 


[rate mancan ever do oneholy or acceptable ation, becauſe ' * 


: 
8 . 
> 


the corruption ot the root is in all thote ations. The ne-, 
cellity of our drawing corruption into all our- a&ions, from ' ' * 


this curſed root 44am,is expreſſed by a quick and ſmart In- | 
terrogation, Fob 14. 4. Jhocan bring a clean thing, out of an 
unclean ? Wt one. The ſenſe of it is well delivered us(by Mr, 
Caryl i4 1oc: ), This queltion (faith he) may undergo a three-/ 
fold contirution 3 Firſt, thus: Who can bring a' morally: 
clean perſon, out of a perſon originally unclean ? and fo he 
layes his hand upon his birth-fin. Or, Secondly, (which 
ſpeaks to my purpole) it may reter to the aHion of the fame 


(3-e.)a clean or hily z&ion; that which is originatcd, 15 
like its original. And that this ſower {ap of the. firſt flock 
(1 mean Adams fin)is tranſmitted into all mankind,not only 
corrupting their fruit; but ruining-and withering all the 


man, manbeing unclean, cannot bring forth a clean thing; | 


branches 3 the Apoſtle ſhews us in that excellent parallel be- | 
twixt the two Adams, Rom.5. 12. Wherefore as by one man | 
one, not only in individzo, ſed in ſpecie, one repreſenting the 


*{ whole root or ltock,ſin entered into the Vorld Jnot by imitat ion | 


only, but by propagation ? and this brought death-and ruin. 
upon all the branches. | | 


l Al:hough theſe wild hedge-ffurits be unwholſom and un- 
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p'eaſant to the taſte, yet they are fair and beautiful to the 
cye3 a man that looks upon them,and doth riot know what | 
(ruit it is, would judg it by its ſhew and colour to be excel- 
lent fruit 3 for it makes a fairer ſhew oftentimes, than the 
beſt and moſt wholſome fruit doth: Even fo, thoſe natural 
gifts and endowments which ſome unregenerate perlons 
have, ſecm excecding fair to the eye, and a truit to be defi- 
red. + What excellent qualities have ſome meer natural men 


tion, meekneſs, righteoulnels, ingenuous tenderneſs and 
(weetneſs of nature ! As 1t was {hyperbolically enough) ſaid 
of one, In hoc homine, nou peccavit Adams Adam never ſinned 
in this manzmeaning,that he excelled the generality of Adams | 
children in {weetnel(s of teraper and natural endowments. | 
What curious phantaſies, nimble wits, ſolid judgments, te- | 
nacious memorics, rare elocution, &c. are to be - found 
among meer natural men ? by which they are aſliſted in dif- 
Co ocriad preaching and writing, to the admiration 
of ſuch as know them ! But that which 1s highly eſtcemied 
of men,is abomination to God,Lyuke 16.15. it finds no accep- 


and principles, what excellent and uſcful perſons would they 


ptance with him, becauſe it ſprings from that curſed root of 
nature, and is not the production ot his own Spirit. 

It ſuch a flock were remoyed into a better foyl, and graf-| 
fed with a better kind, it might bring forth truir, pleaſant 
and grateful to the Husbandman and if ſuch perſons (before 
defcribed) were but regenerated and changed in their ſpirits! 


be in the Church of God ? and then their fruits would b: 
{weet and acceptable to him. One obſerves of Tertwullian, 
Origen and Ferome, that they comeinto Canaan, laden with 
Egyptian gold, (3. e.) they came into the Church full of ex- 
cclient humane learning, which did Chriſt much ſervice. | 

When the Husbandman cuts down his woods or hedges, 
hecuts down thcſe Crab-ftocks with the reſt, becauſe he va- 
lues them not any more than the thorns and brambles a 


theſe natural branches, how much ſoever they arcladen with} 


fo fruit. The threatning is univerſal; Foby 3. 3. Excepe you 
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and women ? what a winning affability ? humble condelſcen- |, 


whith they grow... and as little will, God: regard or ſpare| | 
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SK f| be regenerate end b wn again; you cannorenter into the kingdom of 
_ | | beaven, And again, Heb. 12. 14. Without bolineſs, no 2x (be 

| his oatural gites never ſo excell:nt ){þ 41 ſre God. Imbeliſhed 
|| nafure,)is nature (till ; That which 4s barn of the fleſh, is but 
fleſh, however ' it be (et off. with advantage tq the cye. of 
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| others have, yet it is a curſed nature ſtill. Theſe ſweet qua- 


. | as I am ignorant of Chriſt,and the my 
; | My head hath often aked with ſtudy, but when dzd my heart 
| ake for ſin? .Methinks, O my ſou, thou; trimmefſt up $y 


; | Will God caſt ſych a,one 35 I utito hell ? Shall man ot ſuch 


|___ "The hogwenly uſe of gexthiythings., 11; 


man. 
REFLECTIONS, 


O what purpoſe then dolI glory in my natural accom: 
pliſhments ? Though I have a better nature than ſome 


T 


licies and excellent gifts, do only hide, but not kill the cop- 
raption of nature, I am but a rotten poſt gilded over, . and 
all my duties but hedge fruit, which God makes no account 
of, - O cutting thought !-that the unlcarned fhallrife and 
tike heaven, when 1 with all my excellent gifts ſhall de- 
ſcend into hell. ' Heaven was not made for Scholars, as ſuch, 
but for believers : as one ſaid, when they comforted him 
-on his death-bed, that he was a knowiag mapa Dogor of Di- 
vinity :- O, (aid he; I ſhall nor end 6s. God as a Dodfor, 
but as a man 3 I ſhall Rand u pon'a level with the. moſt illi- 
terate; in the:day of judgment 3 what doth it ayayl: me that 
I have a nimble wit, whil{t I have none to do my. (clt good ? 
Will my Judge be charm'd with a thetorical tongue? Things 
wHl not be carried in that wortd; as they are-in- this, -It I 
could withBerengarins diſcourſe de omni ſcibile,efevery thing 
that is knowable 3 or with Solomon unravel nature, from the 
Cedar to the Hyſope, whatwegld.chigpFrantage me, as long 
ery of Regeneration ? 


* # 


ſelf in theſe natuxal ornaments to appear before God, 'myeh 
as that delicate Ayag did, when he was to come* before 'Fa- 


favour or (at lealt) pity-faom him ? butyet, think not- for 


all that, zbe birterueſ? of death 3s paſt 3, fay not within thy ff, 


— 


: | wel, and fondly conceiteſt that theſe things will procure |. 
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| parts be damned ? Alas ! Juſtice will hew thee to pieces, as 
Samuel did that ſpruce King;and not abate thee the leaft,for 
theſe things; many thouſand branches of nature, zs fair and 
fruitful as thy {e1F, are now blazing in hell, becauſe not tran. 
planted by regenera'ton into Chriſt 3 and it he ſpared nor 
them, neither will he ſpare thee. 
« I ama poor deſpiſed Shrub. which have-no beauty ar all 
- | 4Refi-aim | 1 me, and yet ſucha one hath the Lord choſen to tranſplant 
fxx-trge,bur | into Chriſt, whilſt he left many fragrant branches ſtanding on 
weak B.licyer, | their native ſtock, to be fuc! of his wrath toall eternity! © 
| grace for ever to be admired! Ah, what cauſe have I to be 
thankful to free grace,and for ever to watk hnmbly with my 
God : the Lord hath therefore choſ5n an unlikely, rugged, 
unpoliſht creature as I am, that'pride may for ever be hid 


from mine eyes, and that I may never glory in his preſence, 
I Cor. 1. 29, I now havegheadvantage of a better root and 


| ſoyl then any carnal pgſanhath, ic will therefore bea great- 
er ſhame to me, atid/#reproach to the root that bears me, 
if I ſhould be out: ſtript and excelled by. them ; yet Lord, 
how often dol find it ſo? I fee ſome of them meek and pa- 
| tient, whilſt Tam proud and paſſionate 3 gentle and affable, 
«| whilſt Tam rough and ſurly 3 generousand noble, whilit Lam 
| baſe and mrmay— Tauly, fuch a branch as Tam, is no ho- 
| nour to the root that bears it. 


me ——— 


The POEM. 


Ama branch of that fair Eden Tree 
Which to (1) mankind God had ordain'd to be 
The common ſtock, his (2) ſcituation good, . 
'9* | His (3) branches many,of himſelf a wood. 
3 | And ke a Cedax by the River fed, 


Untothe clouds his.ample branches ſpread. 


CY 


| {| )Rom-g.19 | Sim mote (4) hisroor, then jutce cur hin down; 


£30 | And level'd with the carth his lofty Crown.” 
ks... areas 
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The heavenly ufe of earthj 


What hode of branches, when the(5) tree's o'return'd ? 
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But like (6) dry faggots tobe botuid and burn'd. 
It had been ſo, had not 7) tranſcendent love, 
Which in a ſphear above our thonguts doth move 
Prepar'd a better ,$) ſtock, to ſave and nouriſh 
Tranſplanted twigs, which in him thriveand flouriſh, 
In Adam all are (9) curs'd, no ſaving trait 

$hall ever ſpring, from that fin blaſted root. 

Yea all the branches that in him are found, 

How 1) flouriſhing ſoever muſt be bound 

And pil 'd togecher, horrid news to tell ! 

To make an everlaſting blaze in hell. 

God'takes no pleaſure inthe ſweeteſt bud 
Diſclos*d by nature, for the root*s not good. 
Some (C2, boughs indeed richly adorned are 
With natural truits, which.to the eye are fair, 
Rare (3) Gifts, ſweet diſpoſitions, which .a:traQts 
The love of thouſands, and from moſt exacts 
Honour, and admiration. You'l admir& 

That ſuch as theſe, are fewel for the fire. 
Indeed ten thouſand pities *tis to'ſee 

Such lovely creatures in this caſe to be. 

Did they by true Regeneration draw 

The ſap of life from Feſſes root,(4,) the Law 


\ | By which they now to wrath condemned are 

; Would ceaſe tocurſe, and God ſuch buds would ſpare. 
But out of him, there's none of theſe can move 

His unrelenting heart, or draw his love, 

Then cut me off, from this accurſed Tree 

Le(t I for ever be cut off from thee. 


| 


CC 


(5)Rom.g.18 
| (6) Joh. 15.6: 
(7)Joh.3.46, 


(8): Cer. 15 


T7 
| C3)Heb,6.4g8, { 


(1)Hebr2-1, 4) 
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(2) Mark to, | S 
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{tponthe union 
of rhe gratf 
with the ſtcck. 


| T Hen the Husbandman hath prepared his graffs in the| 


{little beſide the pith 3 knocks in his wedge to keep it open, 


| 


- | it into tHeir own nouriſhment, thrive better, and bear more. 


| out his wedge, binds both together(as in barking) and clayes} 


| the injuries of the Sun and rain. | 


nothing in nature that ſhadows forth this great Goſpel-my- 


- a 


 Husbandry ſpiritwalizgd'; Or, 
CHAP.IIL 5 i» 


When ere you bud or graft , therein y0u fer z 
How C hrift, and ſouls muſt here united be, 
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OBSERVATION. 


ſcaſon of the year, he carries them, with the tools 
that are neceſſary for thatwork,to'the tree or ſtock he intends 
toingrft 3 and having cut of the top of the limb, | in ſome 
ſtraic ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his knife, or chifſel, a' 


then(having prepared the graft, he carctully ſets it into the 
cleft,joyning the inner fide of the barks, of graff, and ſtock 
together (tRere being the maic current of the ſap) then pulls: 


it up, to detend the"tender graff and wounded ſtock, trom 


Theſe tendercyeiices quickly take hold of the ſtock, "and 
having immediate coalition with it, drink in its ſap,-conco&t 


and better fruits than ever they would have done upon their 

natural root , yea,the ſmalleſt bud, being carefully inoccu- 

lated and bound cloſe to the ſtock, will in ſhort time be- 
| come a flouriſhing and.truitful limb. 


APPLICATION. 


'His carries a moſt ſweet and lively reſemblance, of the 
| ſouls union with Chrift by faith 3 and indeed there is 


Rery like it : *Tis a thouſand pities, that any who are im- 


loyed about,or are but-{peators of ſuch an action, ſhould, 
nate their thoughts (as too many do.) in that natural 
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The beaventy ufe of earthly things. mr | 1 
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objc&, and not raiſe up their hearts 0 theſe heavenly medi- 
tations, which it ſo fairly offers them. 


firſt cut off by a keen knife trom the Tree on which it natu- 
rally grew. 

And when the Lord intends te graft a ſoul into Chriſt,the 

firft work about it 15 cutting work, - Ads 2. 37. their hearts 
were cut by conviction and deep compunGion 3 nocyence is 
ingraffed without cutting, no ſoul united with Chriſt with- 
. ] out acutting ſenſe of finand miſery, Fobn 16. 1, 8. 
1 When the tender (hoot is cut off from the Tree, there are 
(ordinarily) many more left behind upon the ſame Tree, as 
promiſing, and vigorous as that which is taken; but it plea(- 
-eth the Husbandman to chuſe this, and leave them. 

Even ſo it is in the removing or tranſplanting of a ſoul by 
converſion, it leaves many behind it in the ſtate of nature, 
as likely and promiling as it ſelf ; but ſoit pleaſeth God to 
take this ſoy], and leave many others; yea, often ſuch as grew 
upon the ſame root 3 I mean, the immediate parent, Mal. 
I. 2. ras #ot Eſau, Jacob's brethcr ( ſaith the Lord; yer T loved 
Jacob, and T hated Elau. | 

When the grafts are cut off, in order to this work, *tis a 
critical ſeaſon with them 3 if they lye too long before they] 


When a twig is to be ingrafted, or a bud inocculated, it's | 


are ingraffcd, or take not with the tftock, - they dye, and are 
never more to be recovered 3 they may ſtand in the fiock a 
while, but are no part of the Tree. 

So when ſouls are undera work of conviction, it is a cri-; 
tical time with them 3 many a one have I known then to; 
miſcarry, and never recovered again 3 they have. indeed for | 
a time ſtood like.dead grafts in the ſtock,by an external dead 
hearted profeſſhon, but never came to any thing 3. and as 
ſuch dead grafts, cither fall off from the ftock, or moulder 


away upon it, ſo do theſe, 1 Foby. 2. 19. 


The Husbandman when he hath cut off grafts, or tender 
buds, makes all the convenient ſpeed he can.to cloſe them 
with the ſtock 3 the ſooner that's done, the better 3 they get} 


| {ervants 0f the Lord, who are imployed 3n this work, of 
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* no good by remaining as they are, And tru}y it concerns theþ. 
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ingratfing, ſou;s.into Chriſt, to make all the haſte they can, 37 
to bring tie convicted finner to- & clolure with Chrilt, As 
ſoon asever the tremb'ing Jaylor cryed out,JFhat ſhall I do ty 
F ſaved?P aul and Silas immediately direct him. toChrijt, AQ. 
16. 30, 31. They do not ſay, it's too ſoon 'tor thee to, at 
[faith on Chrijt, thouart nor yet humbled enough, bat be- 
lieve inthe Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, and thou ſha/t be ſaved, 

There mutt be an incithon made in the ſtock before an 
bud can be inocculated,or the ſtock muſt be ft and cl&ved, 
before the cyence can be ingraffed according to'that in the 
Poct. Venerit inſitio. fac ramum ramus adoptet#{1. e.) 

To gratfs, no living ſap the ſtocks impart ; 
Unlels you wound,and cut them neer the heart. 

Such an inciifion or wound, was made upon Chrjſt,in or- 
der to our ingrathng into him, Fobs 19. 34. the opening of 
that deadly wound gives life to the fouls of believers. _ 

The graff is intimately united,ang c'ofsly conjoyned with 
the ttock, the conjunction is {o cloſs, that they beeome one 
| Iree, | | 

There is alſo a moſt clols and intimate union betwixt 
; Chriſt, and the ſoul that belicveth in him. It is emphatical- 
ly expreficd by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 17. He that is joyned 
tothe Lord, is oneſpirit, The word imports,the neareſt; cloſs- 
eſt and liricteſt union. Chriſt and the ſoul cleave together in | 
x blcfled onenels, as thoſe'things do that are glewed one to 
another 3 fo that, look as the graff is really in the ſtock, and 
the ſpirit or ſap of the ſtock 3s really in the graff, ſo a be- 
liever is really (though myſtically )) in Chriſt; and the Spirit 
of.Chrift is really communicated to a bc:liever. 7 live, faith 
Pavl, yct not T but Chrift levetb in me, Gal.2.20. He that dwel- 
leth in love, dwelletb in God, and God in him, 1 Joh. 4. 16. 

Graffs are bound to the ſtock, by bonds made ot hay or 
flags 3 theſe keep it fieddy, elfe the wind would looſe it out ! 
of the ſtock. 

The believing ſoul is alſo faſtened to Chriſi, by bands 
which will ſecure it from all danger of being looſed off from 
him any more, There are two bonds of this union ; che Spi- | + 
rit on God's part, this is the firm bond of union, without 2 
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"[and curſed plant, growing in the wi!derneſs amongſt them 


{ moved ſo freely towards fo vile a creature! the dignities and 
{honours of the Kings and Nobles of the earth, arc nothing 


[| Logkagainupon the ingraffed cyences, O my foul ! and 


E [which ws could neverbe made one with Chritt, Roms 8. 9. | 


F any man h ve not the Spirit of Chrit. be is none of bis; and | 


| Faith on our part. Eph 3. 17. That Chriſt may dwell + 
* | bea-ts by faith: Th-{chold trong]y. P f7 Y 


Trough the (tock be one and the ſame, yet all graffs do' 
not thrive and flouriſh alike in it, ſome out-grow the reſt; 
and thoſe thar grow not lo well as the others do, the fault is ; 
in chem, and not in the fiock : So it is with ſouls really uni- | 


ted to Chriſt 3 all do not flourith alike in him, the faith of * 
ſome grows exceedingſy, 2 Thef. 1.3. the things thatbe in o- 
thers are ready to dye.Rev, 3.2. and ſuch fouls muſt charge 
| the fault upon themſelves. Chriſt ſends upliving ſap enough, : 
not only to make all that are in him living, but fruitful | 
branches, | 


the ingraffed cyence and the ſtock ? what honour and 
glory then hath Chriſt conferred upon me, a pocr unworthy 
creature ? What !' tobe made one with him, to be a living 
branch ofhim, to be joyned thus to the Lord. Oh! what a 
preferment is this ! it is but a little while fince I was a wild 


that ſhall-ſhortly;be cut down and faggoted up for hell, tor | 
me to be taken from amongſt them.and planted into Chriſt, 
O my ſoul ! fall down and kifG'the feer of free grace, that 


to minez *twas truly confefſed by one of them, that ic is a 
greater honour to be a-member of Chriſt, than the head of 
an Empire, Do I lay,a greater honour than is put upon the 
Kings of the Earth? I might have ſaid, it's a greater honour 
than is put upon the Angels of heaven?for to which of them 
aid Chriſt at any time, thou art bone of my bone, and fleth 
of my fleſh ? Behold ! what manner of love 3s this! 1 Joh:3.1. 


 '|thou ſhalt tind, that when once they have taken hold of the 


I. 


2 $M ftack, | 


| at 


REFLECTI x |; Four camfag- | 
al. TER | rable Reflei-' 
S it ſo indeed betwixt Chrift and my ſoul, as it is betwixt dame cy *Yoat} 
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{comes a ſoul, thus one with the Lord 3 be thou tender over 
| py life of the graff? and ſhall not that which ſtrikes at the 


. (veryglory of Chriſt,tenderly touch and affeRt thee ? yea, 'be 
thou tenderly affected with all the reproaches that fall upon 


Ke: The POEM, 


ſtock, they live as long as there is any fap in the: root; and | 
becauſe he hveth, Iſhall live alfa, for my life is hid wich 
Chrilt.in God, Col. 3. 3, The graff is preſerved in the ſtock, | 
and my ſoul is even lo, preſerved in Chrift Ftſus, Jud. 1. 
Am 1 joyned tothe Lord as myſtical part, or branch of 
him z how dear art thou then,O my ſoul,to the God and fa- 
ther of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? -What! a branch of his dear 
Son! What can God with-hold from one fo ingratiated? |. 
Eph. 1. 6. Allis yours (faith my God) for ye are Chriſts, aud 
Chriſt 4s Gods, 1 Cor, 3. 23. 

Once more,draw matter of inſtruction, as well as com- 
fort from this {weet obſervation. Seeing God hath put all 
this honour upon thee; by this moſt intimate union with his | 
Chriſt, look to it (my ſoul) that thou live and walk as be- 


his glory doth not that which ſtrikes at the root, ftrike at the 


him from abroad, but eſpecially with thoſe which redound 
to him from thine own unfruitfulneſs, O, diſgrace not the 
root that bears thee let it never be ſaid, that any evil fruit 
{ſhall be found upon a branch that lives and fed is by ſuch a 
root. p 5: 
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+ | Me from that native (2) Bock of mine, 


| '®E what conſidering ſerious man can ſee 

Thecloſe conjunction of the graff and tree 3 
And whilſt he: contewplates he doth not find, 
This meditation graffcd on his mind ? 


I am the (1 ) branch,and Chriſt the vine 
thy gracious hand did pluck 


that I his ſap might fuck. 
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-. Thus we are claſped (5) hand in hand; 


| 


Thus you way ſhake from graffs before they blow, 


[I 


"The | heavenly uſe of earthly things. _ 


— 


The bloudy (3) ſpear did in his heart 
a deep inciſhon make, 

That grace to me he might impart, 
and I thereof partake. 


The fpirit (4) and faith is that firm band, 
which binds us faſt together 3 


and (6) nothing us ean ſever. 


Ble(s'd be that hand which did remove, 

__ me from my native place, 

. This was the (7) wonder of thy love 
the triumph of thy grace. 


-- 


ThatI a wild (8) and curſcd plant, 
ſhould thus preferred be 

Who all thoſe (9) ornaments do want, 
thou may'(t in others.ſee, 


As _ as E*re the root doth live, 
the branches are not dry; 

Whilſt Chriſt hath grace, and life to give 3 
my ſoul can never (x) dye. 


O bleſſed Saviour ! never could | 
a graff cleave to the tree, | | 
More (2 ) cloſs than thy poor creature would 
- united be with thee. 


My foul, diſhonour not thy root, . | 
*twill be a ſhame for thee 3 To 
To want the choiceſt forts of fruit, 
and yet thus graffed (3) be. 


% 


| (6)Rom.8. 3 F, 


| __ 
(3) a? gia. | 
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(4) Rom. 8. [ 
Eph, 3» 7s] 
(5)Cnc, 2.16] © 
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(7) 1 Job.z41,| 
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(1) Job.14-19] ' 
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(2) Ganr,8, 66 | 
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CHAP, IE: 


when Trees are ſbak'd, but little fruit remains , 
Fnſt ſuch a remnant to the Lord pertains, 


Do ——— 


" 


OBSERVATION. 
1 F is a pleaſant fight-in Autumn, to ſee the: fruitful bran- 


*chcs hanging full of clutiexs, which weigh the boughs t 
the ground. c 


" 


Aſpice curvatos pomorum pondere rams 

Ut ſux quod peperet vix ferat arbor onus. 
Which I may thus Engliſh, 

O What a pleaſant ſight it is to ſe, 

The fruitful cluſters bowing down the tree, 


= But theſe laden branches are ſoon caſed of their burden, 
for as ſoon as they are ripe,the Husbandman aſcends the tree, 
and:ſhaking the limbs with all his might, cauſes a fruitful 
|| ſhower to Af like hailſtones-upon the ground below; which 
being gather'd to a heap, are carried to the. pound, brokefi 
all to picces in the trough, and {queez'd to a dry lump in the 
| preſs, whence all their juice and moiſture runs into the Fat. 
How few eſcape this Fat, of all thoſe multitudes that grew 
in the Orchard? If you now look upon the Trees, you may 


| poſſibly ſee here one, and there petite, two or three upon 


the outmoRi branches ; but nothing in compariſon to the] 
vali numbers that are thus ufed. - 
| 


APPLICATION. 
" His (wall remains of fruit; which are either left vu 


21. 2 the tree, or gather'd in for an hoard, do well rolertble 2 To 
_ »* Fthat ſmall numberof Gods ele in the. world, which free 
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a The heavenly uſe of carthly 


wed. 


Four things are excellently ſhadowed forth to us by this fr- 
militude, 

You ſee in a fruitful Autumn, the trees even oppreſt and} 
overladen with the weight of their own traits before the 
ſhaking time come, and then they are caſed of their burden. 
Thus, the whole creation groans under the weight of their; 
.fins who inhabit it, Rom. $,22. the creatures are in bondage! 
and by an clegant Proſopopeia, are ſaid, both to groan and 


original curſe, which burdens the creature, Ge#.3.17. Curſed 
is the ground for thyſake 3 and the actual fin of man brings | 
aQual curſes upon the creature, Pſzl. 10% 34+ Thus the in- 
habitants of the world load and burden it, as the -limbs of a} 
tree are burdened, and ſometimes broken with the weight of 
their own fruit, | | 

You may obſerve it in your Orchards every year, what 
abundance of fruits daily fall, either by ſtorms, ot ot their| 
[own accord 3 but when the ſhaking time comes,then the 
ground is covered all over with fruit. Thus it is with the 
world, that miſtical tree, with reſpe& to men, that inhabit 


aS it-were,of their own accord by a natural death; and ſomes} 
times wars and Epidemical plagues blow down thouſands to- 
er into their graves, theſe are as high winds in a fruittul 
chard, bur fi the ſhaking time, the Autumn - of: the 
world comes; then all its inhabitants ſhall be ſhaken down 
together, cither by death, or a tranſlation equivolent there- 
unto, 
When fruits are ſhaken down from their 'trees, then the 
Husbandman ſeparates them 3 the'far greateſt part for the 
pans, and ſome few he reſerves for an hoard, which are 
rought to his table, and eaten with pleaſure. This excel-| 
- [lently ſhadows forth that great ſeparation, which Chriſt will 
[make intheend of the world; when ſome (hall be cafi into 


Io [forglory. -Þ 
= $oY fruits which are preſerycd-on the tree, -or in t 
. | 2. ? hoard 


$ _. 287 W 


| grace hath reſerved ourof the: general raine of mankind. 


wait for deliverance. The original fin of man brought an| 


it 3 there is not a year;day or hour,in which ſome drop not, }. 


che wine-preſs of the Almighties wrath, and others preſerved},  _ 
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hoard, are comparatively but an handfulto: thoſe that are 
broken in the pound. . Alas! *tis ſcarfe rne of a thouſand, 
.and ach a {mall remnant of Ele&ed fouls hath God reſerved 
for glory. 

I look upon the World as a great Tree, confifting of four 
large limbs or branches; this branch or diviſion of it on 
which we grow, hath doubtleſs a greater number of Gods 
'ele& upon it;than the other three; and yet when I look with 
a ſerious and-- conſidering eye upon this, fruitful — 
branch, and (ee how much rotten and withered fruit there 
grows upon it, it makes me ſay as Chryſoſtom did ob his. po- 
pulous Antioch, Ah, how (ſmall a remnant hath Feſus Chriſt 
among theſe vaſtnymbers! Mary indeed are cated, but, ah, 
hw few are choſen | Mat, 20. 16. Alas! they are but as 
thegleanings when the vintage is done; here and there one 
upon its outmoſt branches. To allude to that, T.-17. 6. 
it was a ſad Obſervation which that ſearching Scholar (Mr. 
Brierwood )long fince made. upon the world, that dividing it. 
into thirty equal parts, he tound no leſs than nineteen of 
them wholly overſpread with Idolatryand Heatheniſh'dark- 
nel53 and of the eleven remaining parts, no leſs than fix are 
Mahnumetgns ; {o that these remain but five of thirty, which 


part of theſe remaining, tive are invellop'd and drowned in 


ligion is confined toa ſmall ſpot of groundlteed. Now, 1f 
from theſe we ſubtract all the groſly ignorant, openly pro- 
fanc, meerly civil, and ſecretly hypocritical; jydg then in 
your (elves, how ſmall a ſcantling of the world falls to 
Chriſts ſhare! F* 
Well might Chriſt ſay, Mat. 7. 14. Narrow is the way,and 
ſtrait is the gate, that leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find'it. And again,Luke 12. 32.:Fear not little, lirele flock. T 
large piece goes to the devil, a little remnant is Chriſts; 
Rom. 9. 27. Saints in Scripture are called jewels, Mal. 3; 17. 
| precious pearls and diamoxids, which the Latines call Uxi- 


f Nature gives them notby pairs,but bne by one, How mma 
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profeſs the Chriſtian Religion at large ; and the far greater | - 


Popiſh darkneſs 3 fo that you ſee the _— Proteſtant Re: | 


ones. Dia nulli duo ſimul reperiuntur (ſaith Pliny ) becauſe | .."* 
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43 
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| $ [plaint of the Prophet, Ach. 7. 1,2. Weis me, for I am as 


BAY 


- And how little better is my condition ? who have often 
fathered the wickedneſs of my own heart, upon the incou- 
ragements of mercy. Thus hath my heart pleaded againſt 
ſtrineſs and duty. God 1s a merciful God, and will not be 
ſo.ſeyere with'the world toidamn ſo many thouſands as are 


ABI {5 WOO HEN Sat. 


©" The beavenly.ufe of earthlythings. 


pebbkcs to'one pearl ? Sutable to this' notion, is that comet 
when they have gatbered theSmmmer fruits ar the grape leanings 
of the vintage, there is no cluſter to eat my ſoul deſired the firtt 
ripe fruits z the ggod man is periſhed out of the earth and there is 
one (3 enone comparatyvely )wpright amang men. The Pro- 
pbcralludes to-a. poor hungry man, that atter the gathering 
time is paſt, comes intoan Orchard, :defring ſome. choice 
fruits to eat, but alas! he finds none 3; there is no: cluſter ; 
poſſibly here and.there a fingle Saint, like a lingle apple, here 
and there one after the ſhaking time, True Saints are the 


worlds rarities. ws 


REFLECTIONS. 


' {Hat then will be my lot, when that great haking, 
- time ſhall come,who have followed the multitude, 
and gone with the tyde of the world? howeven when I have 
been prefſed to ſtricnels and (ingulardiligencein the 1mat- 
ters of ſalvation, and told whata narrow way the way off 
life is, have I put it off with this; Tf itbe fo, then wo to 
thouſands. Ah, fooliſh heart ! thouſands and ten thouſands | 
ſhall be wofull and miſcrable indeed, to all eternity, Will it 
te any mitigation to my miſery, that I ſhall have thouſands 
of miſerable companions with me in hell? or will it be ad-' 
mitted for a legat the Judgment-ſeat, Lord, I'd id as 
the generality-of my neighbours 1n the world did ; except 
it were hereand there-a more preciſe perſon, I ſaw none, 
but lived as I lived, Ah, fooliſh finner ! Is it not bert ex go 
to-heaven alone,than to hell with company ? the worſt cour- 
ſes, have alwayes the moſt imitators, and the road to deftru- 
ion is thronged with paſſengers: MEL 
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{ more mercy in ſaving but one man, than there is of ſeyerity 
an] rjgour in damning all: how many drunkards and adulte- 
rers have lived and dyed with thy plea in their months ? God 
is a merciful God, but yet his word expreſly (aith, Be xot de- 
ceived, ſuch not ſhall inberit tbe Kingdom of God. 1 Cor, 6; 9, 
God indeed, is a God of infinite mercy 3 but he will never 
exerciſe his mercy to-the prejudice of his truth. | 

. . O, whatrich grace is here! that in a general Shipwrack 
mercy ſhould caſt forth a line or plank to fave me! that when 
millions periſh, I with a few more ſhould eſcape - that per: 
dition. Was it the Fathers good pleaſure to beſtow the king- 
dom upon a little flock, and to make me one of that num- 
| ber ? What ſingular obligations hath mercy put upon my 
foul ! the fewer are ſaved, the more cauſe have they that are, 
to admire their Saviour !--If but one of a thouſand had 'been 
damned, yet my {alvation would have been an a&,of infi- 
fnite graces but when ſcarce one of a thouſand are ſaved, 
what ſhall Icall that grace, that caſt my lot among them ! 


| = of Adam, he had done them no wrong 3 yea, there is 


ww 


The Poem. 


5 : 
E that with ſpiritual eyes in Autuy ſces 
4A The heaps of fruit which fall from ſhaken trees, 
Likeftorms of hailftones 3 -andican hardly find 
One ofa thouſand that remains behind. 
- Methinks this Meditation ſhould awake 
His ſoul; and make it like thoſe trees to ſhake, 
Of all the cluſters which fo lately grew 
' Upon theſe-trees, how few canthey now ſhew ? 
Here one (1) and there another ; two or three 
"Upon the outmoſt branches of the tree. 
The; greateſt nurnbers tothe pountare born, 
. Squeez'd in the trough s and all to pieces torn : 
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The heavertlyuſe of earthly things. 


This little handful's left, to ſhadow forth 

To me Gods (2) remnant in this peopl'd earth. 
If o're the whole terreſtrial globe I look, 
The Goſpel viſits but (3) a little nook. 
The reſt with horrid (4) darkneſs overſpread, 
Arefaltaſlcep 3 yea, in tranſgreſſions dead, 
Whole droves to hell, the devil daily drives 
Not one among|t them once (5) reflts or tirives, 
And in this little heaven-inlightned ſpot, 
- How vaſt anintereft hath Satan got ? 
But few ot holine(s proteſlion make, 
And it from thoſe that do profeſs I take 
: The (elf-deluding hypocrites, I fear | 
To think how few (6) remain that are ſincere, 
Otax'not mercy that it ſavesſo few, 
But rather wonder that the Lord ſhould ſhew 
Mercy toany 3 (7) quarrel not with grace, 
But for thy ſelf Gods gracious terms embrace, 
When all were($ )Shipwrackt,thou ſhouldft wonder more 
To tind thy (elt ſo ſtrangely caſt aſhore 
And there to meet with any that can tell 
How narrowly they alſo (9 ) ſcap'd from hell, 
The ſmaller numbers mercy ſayes, the higher 
Ingagements lye on thee (1) ſtill to admire. , 
Had the whole ſpecies periſh'd in.their fin, 
' And not oneindividual faved bin - 
Yet every (2) tongue before him muſt be mute, 
Confeſs his righteouſneſs 3 but not diſpute. 
Or had the hand of mercy which is (3) free 
Taken another, and paſs'd over me 
I till muſt juſtifie him, and my tongue 
Cofeſs my maker had done me no wrong. 
But if my (4) name he pleaſe to let me ce 
- Enroll'd among thoſe tew that ſaved be, , 
. What admiration ſhould ſuch mercy move! 

-: What thanks, and (5) praiſe, and everlaſting love ! - 
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* | Upon the &ur- 


ing down of 
dead trees, 


CHAP. IV. 


Dead barren Trees you for the fire prepare, 
In ſuch a caſe, all fruitleſs perſons are, 


em 4 


OBSERVATION. 


recover a fruit Tree, if the Husbandman fee it* be 


Fter many years patience, in the uſe of all means to] 


quite dead;and that therecan be no more expedtation of any] 


trait from it,he brings his ax and hews it down by. the root 3! 
and from the Orchard itscarricd to the fire, it being then' 


| fit for nothing clſc ; he reckons it imprudent to let ſuch a 


uſeleſs treeabide in good ground, where another might be! 
planted in its room, that will better pay for the ground it 


4 ſtarids'in.I py (lf once ſaw a large Orchard of fair,but fruit-] 


leſs trees, all rooted up, rived abigad, and ricked up for the 
hre. "OE Ma 
P 


' APPLICATION, .«.. 


Hus deals the Lord by tiſclels. and' barren Profeſſors, 

' who do but:cumber this ground, Mat. 3. 10. And yow 
 alſo,the ax is laid to the root of #þe zxees 5 therefone every tree that 
brings not forth goad fruit. is bewn diwnand caſt into the fire, 
And Luke 13. 7. Then ſaid the dreſſer of the vineyard, Behold, 
this three years I came ſeekgug fruit:0n+bis fig-tree and find none; 
cut it down, why cumberetb is the gronngl 2 Thiel three years, 


{alluding to the tzme of his Minittery,; he being at chat ' time 


: -,>\entring upon hislaſthalf year,as one obſepves;by harmonizing 


: © © |Minifiery, among thoſe dead-hearted Favs: now. his |pati-|' 
ence 1s even at an end,cut them down (faith he )why cumber | 


'the Evangelifis ; ſo long he had; waited for the fruit of his 
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| ed | 
the Orchard among other flouriſhmg trees,where it hath en- | 


yjoyed the beneft of a good ſoyl, a firong fence and much | 
culture z but being barren, theſe priviledges ſecare it not 

from the tire. It 1s not our fianding in the viſible Church), 
by a powerleſs profeſhon among real Saints, with whom we | 


* [have been aſſociated, and enjoyed the rich and excellent wa-| 


terings of Ordinances, that can fecure us from the wrath of | 
God, Mz. 3, 8, 9.. Bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and 
think not to ſay within your ſelves, we have Abraham #0 owr fa- 
ther. Neither Abraham, nor Abrahams God, willacknow- 
ledge ſuch degenerate children 3 if Abrahams taitfi benot | 


ſhall Rand before Chriſt in judgment, to ſay, Lord, Twas one 


thy preſence, Let theſe Scyiptures be conſulted, Mat. 7. 22, 
Mat. 25.11, 12. Rome. 2417. ad 25, : 


in your hearts, it will be no advantage that Abrahams blond | 
runs in your zezns. "Twill be a poor plea for Fa1ar; when he | 


of thy family, I preached for thee, I did .cat anddrink in} ' 


The Husbandman doth not preſently cut down the tree, 
becauſe it puts not forth as Joon as other trees do, but waits 
as long as there,1s any hope,and then cuts it down. Thus doth 
God wait upon barren Jead-lfcorted perſons, from Sabbath 
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to Sabbath, and from year: to year 3 for she Lord is long-ſuf-| 
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down, Eccleſ. 8. 8. There is no man that hath power over the 
Spirit, to retain the Spirit 3 neither bath he porer in.the day of 


| Though thou cry with 4drian, O my poor ſeul, whither art 
{ thou-going ! dic thou mult, thou barren Profeſſor ; though 


*| end3s-come, the end #5 come-, it watcheth for thee. behold it is come, 


death, and there is no diſcharge in that war. When the pale 
horſe comes, away you mult into the land 'of darkneſs; 


it were better for thee-to do any thing elſe than to die. What 
a dreadfu]-ſerecch will thy conſcience. give , when .it ſees 


| the ax at thy root! and fay to thee, as it is, Fzek. 7.6. An 


O, faid, Henry Beauford, ( that. rich and wretched Cardinal, 
Biſhop of Wincheſtcr,- and Chancellor of England,” when he 
percetved whereto hemuſft) wherefore muſt I'dit ? "If the 
whole Realm wonld-fave'my life, - Iam able either by policy 
to get it, or by riches to buy it,, Fye (quoth he) will not 
death be hired ?awill riches do nothing ?' No, neither riches: 
nor policy can then avail.- th 

That itde to which the Tec leaned moſt” while it ſtood, 
' that way it-will fall,” when it is cat down; and as.it falls ſo 
it lies, 'whether-to the South or North, Eeclgſe 11.3, So it 
fares wicth.theſe myſtical trees 3 I mean: fruitleſs Profeffors. 


ward: whilſt they:hved, that way no coubt they had fallen at 

their death:z. but / as their hearts wiclined” to fin, and ever 

bended to the world 3 ſo when God gives the fatal ftroke, 

they muſt fall hell-ward,and wrath-ward; and how dreadful 
will ſuch a fall be ?: {0 

Wheri the dead tree-is carried but of the Orchard, it ſhall 

| never be among the-living trees of the Orchard. any more 


a place, there again. And when'the barren Frofeffor. is car- 
richout of the world by death, he- ſhall never-be. aſſociated 
with the Saints anymore. © He may then (ay, farewell all ye 
Saints,among whom 1 lived,and-with whom Iſo often heard, 


11, 12+ Iſfayuntoyou,: that many hall come from the Eaſt 


Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, in-the Kingdom of heaven; 'but 


—_— — -— hat 


and.Welt, and North and South, arid ſhall fit down with| 


Had their hearts and affe&ions inclined and bended heaven-} . 


many years it grew-among' them, but now it ſhallnever have | 


; 


| 


] 


faſted, prayed. I ſhall never ſee your faces more, Mat. 8. | 
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of teeth. 


| abroad, Lyke 12, .46, * (OO ey: 
Now therefore confider'this , 'ye that forget God ,- It It. 


| (at thee, and that without pity :* For be that made them will 


2 he (Hall difſect che barren'Profefſor ,* diſcoyet the rottehnels | 
* - | of his heart, and unſoundnels of his principles'andends;3 then 
bs they who never ſuſpeed him before, thall ſee what a hollow 


== 


- ['truch,” charthere is no plant in Gods vineyard, but he will 


The heavenly uſe o earthly things. 


*Harkneſs, there ſhall be weeping, and wailing, and goa(ting 


When the dead tree 1s carried out of the Orchard ,- the 
Husbandman cuts off his branches, and rives him afunder 
with. his wedges. Thus alfo is the lot of barren Profeilors. 
The Lord of that ſervant will come in a day, when belooketh not 
for bins, and will cut him a/ander > hefhall b: diffected, or cut 


tear.Corrend) you in'pieces, 'Pſal.'50. 22: ©'O dircfal day ! 
when the'ſame hand which planted, pruned,” and* watered! 
thee ſo long, and'fo tenderly, (hall now ſtrike mortal ftrokes' 


| bt have mercy oir them, and be that formed them will ſhew them 
day of his wrath is fully come. ©. 


infide 'appears , which was the cauſe of its barrennels 7 it | 
looked:Hhke a Farrand found bodied tree,btit now all. may Tee 
tow totten it isat the heart: -So-will Gbd in'that day;when | 


and rotten-heartef Profeſſor He'was, + aut? fe 7 0 Re 
. Laftly, The frvit]eſ$itrecis'calt into nt 67 This alfs is 
the end'and ad iſſue of formality,” Fobxr 15's, He is caſt 
forth as a branch, and i withered, and men'gather them and caſt 
them into the fire, and they are burned. This'is an undoybted 


have glory from it by bearing fruit, or glory in it by burning, 
in the fire. In this fire ſhall they lie, gn4ſhing their tgeth,, 
Lyke 13-38. and that both in indignation againlt the Samts,| 


whom they ſhall ſee in glory, and againſt Feſws Ghriſt, who: 


not ſave them 3 and againſt themſelves, for loling ſo! 


iſhly the opportunities *of! falvation. Do you behold 
yhen youſit by the fire, the froth that boyles out of thoſe 


{8aming logs? O think of that fome and rage of theſe uy bl We 


the children of the Kingdom fhall be caſt forth into outer| 


1o favovr, Ifa. 27. 11. For the day of mercy is over, and che} 


- When this'tree is cleav'd abroad, then it is totten; hollow 
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Husbandry ſpiritualizgd'; Or, 


tA Refi:Rion 


| for a formal 


Hypocrire, 


| 


| year a, 52 Alas! he need ftrike no go" blow to ruine me, | 


q 


A» often have I paſſed by ſuch barren trees; with-a | 


DO ——_ 


donecreatures, foaming and gnaſhing, their teeth in that fire 
which is not quenched, Mark 9. 44- 


REFLECTION. 


more barren heart ? as little thinking ſuch a tree to be 
the emblem of my ſelf, as Nebuchadnezzar did, when he ſaw | 
that tree in a dream which repreſented himfclf, and ſhadow- 
ed forth to him his enſuing miſery, Dan. 4+ 13. But, Oh | 
my conſcience ! my .drouzy , fleepy conſcience.! wert thou 
but tender and faithful to me, thou woaldſt make as round 
and terrible an application of ſuch a ſpeacle:to me as the 
faithful Prophet did to him, 2. 22s; And thus would thaw 
O my Te omen thy condition ! 7 oy We 
Poor wretch, here I prov for a little time , among the 
trees of righteouſnel(s, the-plants of renown but I am none | 
of them, I was never planted a right ſeed 3, ſome green-and | 
flouriſhing leaves of profe{hon indeed Lhave, which deceive: 
others, but God: cannot- be geceived ; he ſees: I am fruitleſ 
and rotten at. the. heart. . Poor ſoul, whagwill thine end be | 
but burning ! Bchold the ax lycth by thy root, and wonde 
it is, that = tk it ſhould lyeſo long, and I yet Ganding! ſt 
mercy pleads for a fruitlels; creature ; Lord, ſpare: xt one 
his very breath blows to deſtruGtian, Fob 4. ga frown of his 
face can blaſt and ruine me;Pfal, 80.6, he. is: al ſalligited | 
by his juſtice to;hew;me down, and.yet I ſftand-. Lord, cure. 
my barrenneſs 3 1 know thou had(t rather (ee fruit, than fire 
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The Poem. 


F after pains and patjence, you can ſec 
No hopes of fruit ( 1 ) down goes the barren tree : 
-þ You will not ſuffer trees that are unſound, + 
And barren too, to cumber uſeful ground. 
The fatal ax is ( 2 )) laid unto the root 
It's fit for fire, when unfit for fruit. 
But though this be a dead, and barren tree 3 
Reader, I would not have it ſo to thee. 
May it to thee this ſerious thought ſuggeſt, 
In all the Orchard this dead trce's the belt. 
Think on it ſadly, lay it cloſe to heart 3 
This is the caſe in which thou waſt, or art. 
It fo thou waſt, but ( 3 ) now dolt live and grow, 
And bring torth fruit, what praiſe,and thanks doſt ow 
To that wiſe Husbandmatvthat made thee fo ! 
O think when juſtice litted up its hand, 
How ( 4 )) mercy did then anterceding ſtand ! 
How pity dig,on thy behalf appear, 
To' beg repneval for another year. 
Stop Lord, forbear him; all hope isnot paſt, 
He can but be for fire at the laſt, 
Though many Sermons, many a gracious call 
He hath reliſted like a brazen wall. 
The next ( 5 ) may win him, then thy grace ſhall raiſe 
Unto it ſelf a (.6 ) monument of praiſe. 
How ſhould this meditation thaw and melt 
The heart of him that hath ſuch mercy felt. 
4 _ Butif thou flill remain a barren tree, 
Then here as in a mirrour 3 thou may'*ſt ſee 
Thy wretched fiate, when juſtice at a blow, 
Requites Gods patience in thine overthrow. 
And canſt thou(7 ) bear it ? can thy heart endure 
To think of everlaſting burnings.? ſure 
This muſt thy lot, thy fearful portion be 3, 
If thou continue ſtill a barren tree, 
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(1) Luk. 13-7. | 


(:) Mat-3.10.Þ 
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HUSBANDRY 


Ow from the pleaſant Orchard let us walk 
A turn 1th fhelds, and there converſe and talk 
With Cows and Horſes, they can teach us {me 
| Choice Leſſons, though irrational and dumb; 
| My Reader's weary, yet I do not fear. 
To be forſaken by one Reader here. 
He'l doubtleſs ſtay to.hear what queſtions I 
| Propound to beaſts, and how they make reply, 
- . The fatted Ox, and pamper'd horſe you ride; 
|. , Their caceleſs Maſter tor his care thus chide, ; 


| | Upon the Hus= 
1 bandmans care 
tor his cattci. 
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Hore care for Horſe and 0x01 many take 
Than for thtir Souls, or deareſt Childrens ſake, 


CHAP. I. 
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OBSERVATION. 


M = Husbandmen are exceflvcly carcful about their 
cattel, rifing themſelves early, or, cauſing their ſer- 
vants to riſe betirnes to provendeg} and dreſs them. , Much 
ime js ſpent in ſome Countreys, in trimming and adorning, 
cir Horſes with curious trappings and plumes of feathers 


J je if at any time a beaſt be tick, what care is taken to re-> 
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| ſwine, than his Son, may be truly enough applyed to ſome 


cover and heal them ? you will be ſure they ſhall want no- 


er to want themſelves, than ſuffer their Horſes ſo:todo 3; 
take 4 great deal of comfort to ſee them thrive and pro- 


| here chat is neceſſary tor them yea, many will chaſe ra- 


{per under their hands. 
| | APPLICATION. I 


Y children at Bethlebem, That'/it were better to be his 


| Parents and Maſters, who take leſs care-/for the ſaving the 
;| fouls of their children and fervants, than they do for the bo- 


+1; dies of thoſe beaſts which daily feed at their ftalls and cribs. 
'| Many there be who doin reference” to their fouls, as Facob: 
' | did, with reſpe&to:the-preſervation of their bodies, when he | 


| put all the herds of cattle before, and his Wives and little 
| ones behind, as hewent to meet hisbrother Eſax. *Tis a 


"om | weighty ſayiig of a grave Author ; It's vile fr my zo re-| 
P. | Jive When cattel multiply, and repine when children incr eaſe 1 
p21 | . 


| bat Heatheniſhdiftruftfulneſs to fear,that be whoprovides for your 
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ay 7 Hat one faid of bloudy Herod, who flew fo many | 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
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of the ſaels of children. ' Let us but a litcle compare your care 
and diligence in both reſpe&s, and ſce in a tew particulars, 


{ervants ſouls, as you do the life and health of a bzaſt. 

Your care for your very Horſes is exprefled early, whilſt 
they are but Colts, and not come to do you any ſervice you 
are willing to be at pains and coſt, to have them broken and 
brought to their way. This is more than ever many of them 
did for their children 3 they can-ſee themr wild and profane, 
naturally taking a ſtroke or way of wickednels, but yet ne- 
yer were at any pains or.coſt to break them theſe muſt. be 
fondel'd and cockered top in the natural way of their own 
corfuption and wickedne(s, and not a rod or reproot al 
to break them of it. ; '  F* 


dren to School as ſoon as they could ſpeak, and would notſee 


them hurt. 


negle& it once 3 but how many times have you neglected: 
morning and eyening duties in your families ? yea, how ma- 
ny bethere, whoſe very fables, in reſpe& of any worſhip: 
God hath there, do very little differ from the very cribs and. 
mangers at which their horſes feed > As ſoon as you-are up! 
in a mofning, you are with your beaſts before you have been, 
with.your God 3 how little do ſuch differ from beaſts? and 


than their beaſts are? . | 
. . Theend of your care, coſt and pains about your cattle 15, 


how rare a thing is it, to find theſe men as careful to tit theiw] 
poſterity to be uſeful and ſerviceable to: God in their gene+! 


Y beaftc, will not providefor your children , aud it's no leſs than | 
'- ]munatural cruelty to be careful of the bodies of beaſts, and careleſs | 


whether you do indeed value your own, or your children and 


'Tis obſerved of the Perſians, that they put out their chil-| ” 
them ia ſeven years after, leſt their indulgence ſhould do}. 


You keep your conſtant ſet times, morning and evening, 
to feed, water and dreſs your cattel, and will by no means] 


that they may be firopg for labour, and the more ſerviceable] _ 
to you 4 thus you comply with the end of their beings. But! 


rations, which'is the end of;thieir indent If you can.omake: 
themrichz and provide poodetings pr them, you rxckow 
> Dc ; | + | T 
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that you have fully diſcharged the duty of parents 3 if they 
will learn to hold the Plow, that you are' willing to teach 
them: But when did you ſpend an hour to teach them the. 
way of {alvation ? | 

Now to convince ſuch careleſs Parents of the heinouſneſs 
of their fin, let theſe four Q-1eries be ſolemnly conſidered. 

Whether this be a ſufficient diſcharge of that great duty : 
which God hath laid upon Chriſtian Parents, in reterence to 
their families? That God hath charged them with the ſouls 
| of their families is undeniable, Dext.6.6,7. Eph.6.4. It God 
tad not cloathed you with his authority, to command them 
in the way of the Lord 3- he would never have charged them 
{a firictly toyield you obedience as he hath done, Eph. 6.1. 
Col.3.20. Well, a great truft is repoſed in you, look to your 
duty, for without diſpute you ſhall anſwer for it. * * 

- © Whether it be likely, it the time of youth (which is the 
moulding age) beneglected, they will be wrought upon to 
any good afterwards ?- Husbandmen, let me put a fenfible 
cale to-you z- Do not you ſec. in your very horks, that whilſt 
they are young, you can bring them to any way 3 -butit once 
| they. have got a falſe ſtroke, and by long cuftom it be grown 
natural to them, then there is no breaking them of it : . yea, | 
you ſee it, in your very Orchards, you may bring a tender 
twig to grow in what form you pleaſe 3 but when 1ts grown 
to a ſtuxdy limb, there is no bending it afterwards to any. 
other from than what it naturally rook. - Thus it is wit 
children, Prov.22.6; Train up a child ix the way be ſhould go, 
a1 when. he is.old he will no» depart from it- 

Whether, if you negle& to infiru@&them in the way of the 
Lord, Satan, and their own natural corruptions, will not in- 
firut them inthe way to hell ? Conſider this ye carelefs Pa- 
rents 3 if you will not teach your children, the Devil' will 
teach them if you thew them not how to pray, he will ſhew:, 
+ | them how to curſe and ſwear, and take the name wr wr Long 
Fuyvain; if you grudge time and pains about their ſouls, the 
{] Devil-doth nct. Oh, 
childzen fhould be put to School to the devil ! 


We F- 2" | * What comfort are you like to have from them when they ©2528Y 
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their youth and it is a Law at this day among the Swizzers, 
| Parents of that child are to be his executionets3 theſe Laws 
| were made to provoke Parents to look better to their charge, 
Believe this as an undoubted truth; That that child which 
becomes (through thy default) an inſtrument to diſhonour 
God, ſhall prove ſooner or later, a fon or daughter of ſorrow 
to thee. ; ; 


REFLECTIONS. 


Od hath found out my fin this day. This bath been my 

practiſe ever fince- T had a family committed-ro- 
charge \ I have ſpent more time and pains about the bodies 
of my beaſts, than the fouls of my-children 3 beaſt that I afh, 
for ſo doing 3 little have I confidered the preciouſneſs of my 
own, or their immortal ſouls. How careful have Ihbeen to 


no proviſion for them #-Surely my 'children, will one day 
| ther, or of ſuch a mercileſs mother. Should I bripghome che 


| Jarcold, it you bring them not up in the nurture and admo- 
Miition of the Lord when they are young ? Many. Parents | ; 
have lived to reap in their old age, the fruit of their own folly +: 
and carcleſsnefs, in the looſe and vain education of their chil- {/ 
dren, By Licwrgus his Law, no Parent was to be relieved by 
his children in age, if he gave them not good education in | 


that if any child be condemned to die for a capital offence, the | 


provide fodder to preſerve my cattel in the Winter, whilſt 1] 
leave my own, and their ſouls to periſh to eternity, and make] 


curle the time that ever they were born unto ſuch cruel fa-| 


plague into my family , and'live to ſec all my: poor chiKreu| 


— 


G fight would melt my heart; and.yet; the: death 'of: th 
ſouls by the ſin which-L propagated to'them affeQs-inie not ! 


ac as fwubkenucu@c ct .T,..oauÞX- 4. 


lye dead by. the-walls, if -Lhad not.the heart ofa Tygetyfach| .. 


God caſt 4 better lot-for | Ry 
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poured out to God for me, both in my hearing as well as in fe-,; 
creb3 marytholy and wholſom counſels have they from time 
to time dropt upon me 3 many precious examples have they 
ſet in their own praGiſe before me 3 many a'time when Ihave 
ſinned againſi the Lord, have they ſtood over me-with axod ; 
in their. hands, and tears in their eyes, uſing all means to re- 
claim me 3 but hike an-ungracious-wretch I have ſlighted all 
their counſels, grieved their hearts, and imbittered their lives | 
to them, by my ſinful courſes. Ah, my ſoul ! thou art a de- 
generate Plant 3- better willit be with the off-ſpring of infi- | 
dels, than with thee, if repentarice prevent not 3- now. I live 
in one family with then, but ſhortly I ſhall be ſeparated from! 
them, as far as hell is from heaven , they now tenderly. pity 
\my miſery, but then they ſhall approve and applattd the righ- | -. 
teous ſentence of Chrilt upon me : So litt]e-priviledge, ſhall * 
I then have from my relation to them, that they (ball be pro-' 
:duced as witneſſes againſt me, and all their reje&ed coun- 
ſels, reptoofs; and examples, charged home upon me, as the 
aggravations of my wickedneſs; and better it will be, when | 
it ſhall come to that, that I had been brought forth by a 
| beaſt, than ſprang from theloyns of ſuch Parents. 


The POEM, 


.F Our cattel in fat paſtures thrive and grow; | 
' © There's nothing wanting that ſhould make-them ſo.- | 
The pamper'd-ho woman ge (2) care, 
"Who. neither pains, or colt, grudge or (2) ſpare. 
But art.not tliew mean while, the vericſt fool ; me | 
That pamper'ſi beaſts, and fiarv*& thy precious ſoul ?+ 
*Twere well, if you could (3) dye, as now you live 
Like beaſts -' and had no more account to give. 
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| The heaventyaſe of aartbhj things, 


To'care for beats. O many prepare tothear 

The doleful'ft Tanguage, that e*re pierc'd thine ear ! 

When you your children once in hell ſhall meet, 

And with ſuch language their damn'd parents greer, 
« (curſed father, wretched mother, why 

.< Was 1 your off-ſpring ? would'to God that 1 

« Had ſprung from Tygets, who more (4) tender be 
<« Unto their young, than you. have been to me. - 
« Flow did you ſgend your thoughts, time, care and coſt 
© About my body ? whilſt my foul was (5) loft. 
« Did you not knoxy I bad a foul that maſt 


« Kt needs muft,(7) come to this; O how could you 
&« Prove ſo remorſlefs, and no pity ſhew ! 
<« Oh cruel parents! I may curſe the day 
&« That I was born of ſuch as did betray - 
« Their child to endleſs torments. Now muſt I 
« With, and through you, in flames for ever lye, 
Let this make every parent tremble, left © ' _ - 
He loſe his child, whilſt caring for his beaſt. 
Or leſt his own poor ſoul do ſtarve and pine 
' Whilſt he takes thoughts for Horſes, Sheep and kine, 
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ſore men becxee(lively carcful and te 
ts (as was ndted in the former Chap 


a L 


ht 


he —— — I 


- -"" bk 
- 


———_ 


* 


« Live, (6) when this body was reſoly'd to duſt? _ 
© You coald not chuſe but underſtand it I; Hp 
« Without an intereſt in Chriſt did dye, (7-1 


(7) Mar. 36, T ; 


When under loads your beaſts do groan, think thew | 


OBSERVATION: © 47 


PRY 


(4) Nah.z. 226; 
Lam, 4.3. |} 


(s)Mar.16:26] 2 


(6) Ecd.z.28, | - 
| | 
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| ſelves;F$ives us a famous-inſtance in 
To Setets (Lach he}riding ina 


the Council of Comftaxce, by the way they heard a man inthe| 
| fields, weeping and wailing bitterly, they rode to him, and 


SKCC what heailed ? perceiving his eye intent tixed : f 
a-nglutgadaeroidthens that his heart was m ed wide | 
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1 others arecruel and mercileſs towards them , not regarding 


how they ride ar burden them.” How often have I ſeenthem 


{fainting under thejr loads? wrought off their legs, and 
' | turned-out.with galled backs into the fields, or high wayes, 


4 chem, graaning under unreaſonable buxdens, and beaten on 


| wiſe uſeful to tnan, as ſwine, &c. thele axe only fed tor flaugh- 
a{fi 


to ſhilt for a little graſs ? many times have T heard and pitied 
by mercileſs drivers, till at laſt by ſuch cruel uſage they have 
n deſtroyed, andthen caſt itito a ditch for dogs meat ! 
APPLICATION. | 

JN ſights as:theſe ſhonld make men thankful for the 


h mercy of their Cxcatien, and-bleſs their bountiful Crea-| 
tor, that' they were 'not made ſuch creatures themſelves; 


Some beaſts are made ad eſzem, only for food, being no other- 


we kill and eat, them, and os act their cryes and! 
ings when the knife is thruſt to their very hearts; others] 
are only ad uſ#m, for ſervice, whilft living, but unprofitable 


. day today, but kill them not others are both ad 
eſum, & «ſum, tor food when dead, - and ſervice whilſt alive, 
as thelx,."Theſe we make to plow our fields,” draw our cat- 
Tiages, and afterwards prepare them for ſlaughter. - | 

- But m&ti-was made for nobler ends, created Lord of che 
lower world 3 not to ferve, but to. be ſerved by other crea- 
[tures 3; a mercy able to melt the hardeſt heart into thankful- 


ien dead as Horſes, theſe we make to drudge and toyl for 


2 


| 


-[nefs. 'Iremember, Layberpreſſing men to be thankful, chat 
- ' they.are notÞravight into the loweſt condition of creatures, 


and to bleſs God that they. can fee any creature below them- 
the following ſtory : 
at deal of pomp to 


Eqhis mercy,that-Godhad not madehim 
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” Ted. And this will appear a mercy of no ſhght conſideration, 


z command, but man by counſel; it was not be Thou, but let 
Us make man. We might have been made ftones without+. |. 
ſence, or beaſts without reaſon, but we were made men. 'The| +; . 
noble ttruQure and ſymetry of our bodies invites our ſouls, b 
,not only to thankfulneſs, but admiration David ſpgakingob |. 


. [broydered with-nerves and veins. Was any part of the com- 


into a moxg curious mould. - # 
| | Howlittle caſeor reſt have they ? they live not many j 
F$ [years , and thoſe they do isin bondage and miſery, gwaatting | 
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a-deformed and loathſom creature, though'he were formed | 


out of the ſame clay with it : Hoe eft: quod zmare flev, Wafd he, 
This is that, that makes me weep bitterly. Whereupon one 
of the Cardinals cryes out, Well aid the Father , the un- 
learned will riſe and take heaven , when we with-all our 
learning fhall be thruſt into hell. That which melted the” 
heart of this poor man , ſhould melt every heart when we 
behold the miſery to which theſe poor creatuxes-are ſubjedt- 


if we but draw a compariton betwixt our fglves, and theſe 
irrational creatures, in theſe three particulars. 
Though they and we were made of the ſame mould and 


clay, yet how much better hath God dealt with us, even as | 
to the outward man ? the'ftructure'ot our bodies is much | 
rhore excellent. God made other creatures by a word of 


the curious frame of the body, faith, I amt wonderfully made; 


TPſal.13-149. or as the vulgar reads it, painted as avith a | 


[needle ; like (Gme rich piece of needle-work curiouſly erti- 
mon hump of clay thus faſhioned ? Galen gave Epienyw an 
contiguration, or. compoſition of any one partof a hamane 


body and (as one faith) if all the Angels in heavety had 
ftudred to this day, they could not have caſt the body of man 


under the effe&ts of fin ; but God hath provided better for 


2 


hundred years time to imagine amore' commodious fitnation, | 


S ſ[us, even as toour outward condition in the world z we hive | 
| [the more reſt , becauſe they haveſo little.” How: many re- | 

- Ifreſkment$ and comforts hath God provided tor us, af which |- 
they areuncapable? if we be weary with abour, we'can take 
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thankful finner, 


- ſour *Þ but freſh or weary, they muſt ſtand ro it, OT ſink | 


\wpto.it! Or elſe (O,my ſoul) it will be worſe with theef: 


| miſery 3 but ir is but for alittle time, death will end all 


Hutbandry: fpiritialized; Or, | «| 


ander it from day to day. 65 
What a narrow capacity hath God: given to beaſts! what 
a large capacity to man ! Alas, they arc only capable of a lit- 
tle ſenfitive pleaſure; as you ſhall ſee ſomeriſhes , how they 
will frisk in a green paſture, this-1s all they be capable ot, 
and this death puts an end to; but how -comprehenlive are 
our {ouls in their capacities? we: are made -1n the-image of 
God 3: we can look beyond-preſent things, and are capable of 
the:higheſt happineſs, and that to all eternity 3 the foul ofa 
beaſt is but a material form, which wholly depending upon, 
muſt needs dyc. with the-body 3 but our ſouls are a divine 
ſpark or blaſt 3 and when the body dyes, it dyes not with it, 
but ſubſiſts even in its ſeparated ſtate. ' | 
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REFLECTIONS, 


F Ow ereat a ſin is ingratitude to. God, for ſuch a com- 
Amon, but choice mercy of Creation; and- provilion 
for-me' in this'world-? There is no creature made worſe-by 
kindneſs, but man. There is a kind of gratitude which I may 
obſerve even in theſe bruit beaſts; they do in their way ac-| 
knowledge their benefaGtors 3 The Or knows. his Owner, and 
the Aſs his Maſters Crib. How ready are they to ſerve ſuch 
as feed andicheriſh them ? but T have been Both unthankful 
[and unſerviceable tomy Creator and BenetaQtor, that hath 
done me good all my dayes; thoſe poor creatures that ſweat 
and groan under the loads that-I lay upon them, never finned 
_-_ God, nor. tranſgreſſed the Laws of-their Creation as 
I have done 3 and yet God hath dealt better with me than 
with chem. -Oh that-the boynty of God, and his diſtiaguill:- 
ing mercy between meand the beaſts that periſh, might move 
and melt my heart into thankfulneſs! O that I mighe conti- 
der (criouſly what the higher and more cxcellent end: of my 
Creation is, and might more endeayour to anſwer and live 


[than with the beaſts. *Tis true, they are under bondage and 
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. {God to me. 
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| [Than ſuch a Rider's mercileſs, *twill move 
$ - | |My ſoul to praiſe 3 for-who ſees this, and.can | 
Y jan bleſs the-Lord;that h&;was made:a man,” -/ + 


"7 


| reafos, with the more high and noble pleaſures of it, which 
| things of the Goſpel, which the Heathens have not 3 and ſuch 


{How little mercy's ſhewn by him that rides. 
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| | The heavenlyaſoof eatthiythings, © 
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their pains, and caſe them of all their heavy loads but 


they teltz they have no account to give but (© nave I, What 
comfort is it that I have a larger capacity /{1an a beaft hath ? 
that God hath endowed me with reaſon which is denyed to 
them? Alas! this will bat augment my miſery, and enlarge 


{hall groan to all eternity , under a heavier burden than ever{ 


me to take in a greater meaſure of anguilh, 


without reaſon-3. but that thou art not an infidel without 
light , or an unregenerate perſon without grace. What! to 
have ſenſe, and all the delights of is, which ſtones hive not ; 


beaſts have not; the light and knowledge of the great 


an expeRation.and hope'of unconceivable glory and felicity, 
which the unſanctifiedhave not, O my foul ! how rich! how 
bountiful hath thy God been to thee ! theſe are the overflow- 
ings of his love to thee, who waft moulded out of the fame 
lump with the beafls, that groan on carth,yea with the damned 
that how! in hell ; well may I fay, that God hath been a good 
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Hen T behold a tyred Jadeput on 
V With whip and {put till all his firength be gone. 
See fireams of ſweat run down, his bleeding fades, 


If I more thankleſs to my Ggd dan't prove, 


The Poem, oo 


But how many ſteps (O my ſoul) mayeli thou aſcend in the: 2, 
| praiſes of thy God , when thou conlidereſt the mercies that A Refi:Rion © 
God hath beſtowed upon thee! not only in that he made! 
] thee, nota ſtone or tree without ſenſe, or an horſe, or dog 
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And ſuch a fight the Rider ought to moye, 

This Meditation duly to improve, + - 
What hath this creature done, that he ſhould be 
Thusbeaten, wounded, and tyr'd out by me ? 
He is my fellow-creature, 'tis meer grace 3 
I had not been in his, hein my caſe. 
Ungrateful, ſtupid man; God.might have made 
Me bear the faddle, as I.ſce this Jade. 
He never fin'd, but for my ſin doth lye - 
Subje&ed unto all this miſery. 
Lord, make my heart rclent 3 that I ſhould be 
To thee more uſcleſs, than my horſe to me. 
He did his utmoſt, went as;long as ever. .., 
His legs could bear him: but for me, -never 
Thus ſpent my ſtrength for God 3 but oft have bin 
Too prodigal thereof, in wayes of fin 3 
Though he's the horſe and I the man 3 *twill be 
Far better with my horfe, one day than mc: .' 
unleſs thy grace prevent, and ſupertadd _ 

. Anew Creation : z unto that I had. 

. Couldev'ry Rider tix-a ſerious thought 

, On ſucha ſubject, and hereby be taught 

; Tofpiritualizeit, and improve it thus; 
How ſweet, would tedious j journeys be to us /.. 
But ſuch a task, a gracelels heart dogs out 

. More than the tyred horſe, I write about. 
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CHAP. II. 


When ſecking.your loſÞ Cattel, keep i in mind 
That thus Chriſt fe ſeeks, your ſouls to find. 


| OBSER VATION. 


WW Cattel are ſtrayed away from your fields, yon | . 
Us lt care ao gnnce to recover m_— me 
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tracing their footſteps, crying them in Market-Towdn, "7 
ing your ſervants abroad, afiinquiring your ſelves of all 
| that you think can. give news of them. What care and pzins 


| men will take in ſuch caſes, was exemplihed in Sax!, 1 Sam. 


| 9.4,5. who with his ſervant paſſed through Mont Ephraim, | 
'to ſeek the Aſſes that were frayed from his father, and | 


; through the Land of Shaliſha, and through the Land of Sha- 


Behjamites, but found them not. 


| Feſwes Chriſt, im the recovery of loſt. ſinners. Feſus Chriſt 
came on purpoſe from heaven upon a like errand, to ſeek and 


- [ng and ſaving loft man, and the care and pains of Husband- 


APPLICATION. 


A carries a {ſweet and lively [repreſentation of the love of 


to ſave that-which was loſt, Mat. 18.11. There are feveral 
particulars in which this glorious deſign of Chriſt, in ſeek- 


men in. recovering their loſt cattel,do meet and touch, though 
there be as many particulars alſo in which they differ 3 all 
which I ſhall open under the following heads. 


lim, and they were not there, and through the [Land of the | 


He care and pains you take to recover your loſt cattel, | 


We ſometimes find that cattel will break out of thoſe very | 


fields where they have been bred, and where they want no 


|thing, that is ncedful for.them. Juſt thus, loſt man departed}. 


from his God, brake out.of that pleaſant encloſure where he 
was abundantly provided for, both as to-ſul and body; yet 
then he brake over the hedge of the command, and went 
{aftray, Eccleſ. 7.29. Lothis only have I found, that God'made 
| man upright, but he ſought out to himſelf many inventions. | He 
| was not content and ſatisfied with that bleſſed tate God hid 


-- fput hicyinto, but would be trying new concluſions to the 
. / | loſs and ruin, both of himſelf and his poſterity. ' 7. 7-5 
\ Strayers are evermore {ufferers tor 1t'3 all they get by it, 


to ſoul and body? 


is to be pinned and pounded 3 and what did man get by de-J 
T ' |patting fromhis GodFbut ruin and miſery te 
+ [Will you have an abreviatqof lus ſufferings and loffes (the: 


-— —_ 
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God, he loftithe reftitude anTholineſs: of his nature 3 (like 
a true ftrayer) he is all dircy and miicy;. overfpread!and be- 

neared both in ſou} and body, with the odions filthineſs of 
| fin; he loſt the liberty and treedom of his will to good; a 
precious jewel of eſtimable'value-: This is areal n\lſery in- 
curr'd by the fall,, though ſome haye fo far loft their under- 
Handivgs and humility, as not. 40.0wn it .he hath loſt his | 
God, hisſoul, his happineſs, and his very bowels of compath- 
on towards himſelf in this miſerable fiate.. 

When your cattel are ſtrayed, yea, though it be but one of | 
the Flock or Herd, you leaveallthe'reft, and go after that 
which is loſt: So did Feſies Chriſt , who in the fore-cited | 
place, Mat. 1$+ 12. compares himfelt-to-fuch a Shepherd ; | 
he lett heaven it felf, and all the. blefled Angels there , to 
come into this world to ſeck loſt man. O the preaious-cteern, | 
and dear love that Chriſt had to poor man! How did hig ; 
bowels yearn towards usin ourToſt fate | ' How did he pity 
us in our miſery! As if he had faid, Poor creatures, they 
have loſi 5 vans) eve and axe become a prey tothe devil, in's 
ptriſhing fate 3 1 willTcek after them, and fave them. The 
Son of man is come to ſeek and to fave. . | 

You are glad when you have found your ftrayers. much 
| more is Chriſt, when he hath found a.loſt foul. 'Q *ris a great 
ſatisfation to him toſee the fruit of thetravyel'of. his ſou), 
Ifa. 53+. Tea, there is more joy in heaven over one ſinner #hat re- 
perttcth, than nmety nine juſt perſons that weed #0 repentance, 
What demonſirations of joy and gladneſs did the father of the 
| Prodigal give, when he had found his Son that was loſt, 
Lutkg 15520». | | 

When you have brought home your firayers, .you fome- 
times clog.them, to prevent their wandring; again, andiſto 
| up the gaps with thorns and ſo doth -God oftentimes by ſuc 
ſouls as are recovered and brought home to Chriſt 3 he hangs| | 
a dog of affliction.toprevent their departure from God a-| * 

in, 2.Cor, 12.7«- 25-if . LF 1d 

S Wit then three are five particulars. 'in which Chriſt feek-þ// © - 
' ingloſi ſouls, and: your fecking, toft cactel differ. GR (>. 

"Nour cattel ſometimes find the. way home:themſelyes;and 
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his own Saviour; it was polijble for him not to have loſt his 


himſelf, ' Alas! his heart is bent to backſliding; he hath no 
will to return. , Hear how: Chiift complains; :Fob. 5+ 40.. Te 
wall #94 come unto me, Mans; recovery brgins .1n: God, not in 
him(elt. | 


well as you 3 but ſo cannot Chriſt's ſexvants. Mmiſters may 
diſcover, but. cannot recover them 3. they daily ſee, but cannot 
ſave them lament them they can, butthelp them thiey cannot; 
inzreast and beg; thei to return they can and do, but prevuil 
with them they cannot. Melqncibon thought when he began 
to preach; to. perſwade all; but old Adam was too hard for 
young Melandbon. 
You ſeck all the cattel that are ſirayed from you, eſpecially 
the beſt ; but Feſws Chriſt only, ſecks-poor loft man: | -There 
were other creatures, 'and ſuch as by nature were more.cx-, 
cellent, that loſt their God and themſelves; I mean ; 'the 
Apoſtate Angels 3 but he came not to ſeek them: Herein his 


return tq you of their own accord 3, but loſt man-never did, iy 
[nor can do {03 he ws hb'own deſtroyer, but can never bs 


God, but having once loſthim, can-never find him agaia of | 


þ  Yourſervants can find, and bring back your lot cattel as | 


fingular love to man appears. . 


» 1 When you haye recovered and brought home.y6ut gt a. 
| cattel; yau may loſe them the ſecond time, and. never, :reco<] 


yer them again.; but ſo cannot. Chriſt; Man once:recov 
is for ever {ecured by hims  ' Al that thou buſt given-me 1 
kept; and not one of them is loſt , but the ſozi of perdition;, and he 
was never ſavingly found, Fob.17.12.. . fall | 
Though you prize your cattel, yet you will not venture 
your life tor the recovery:of them; rather let them ga+than þ 
regain them with ſuch. an.hazard 3: but Fefzes Chriſt not only 
ventured, but a&ually laid dawn: his liter: to-yecover;” and 
fave loſt man : He redeemed. them atthe price of his own 
blood 3 he is that. good Shepherd.that laid down his life for 
the: Sheep. . © thefurpaſling love of Chrilt to loſt fouls |. 


o 


. x 
- 
+ 
- 
- - 


' 
RE-! 
$ 


\ 


a> 


— 4 


. ' 
-c «I. ” 
Py _ 


: 
- —- 
. 
= 
4» « 4 : 
%* - 
- = 7 = » 
F 


L - e 
- 
. - . oe 
4x "ns, ov» . -- 


—_— 
v4 
.. 


P "7. ;* . 
T11KS 


nary fpiritualized'; Or, . 4 
fs —_ — Hs Fin , | TOILET; 
MER OC | 45 rf [ She f 
REFLECTIONS, | 


| I, Ord, I am aloft creature, an undone ſoul; 2nd herein } 
| A ReficGion ,| Lylyes my milery,- that T have not only loſt my God, but | 
| for a loſt foul. \| haven heart toreturn to him ! Nay, Ifly from Chriſt, who 
| is come on purpoſe from heaven to-ſeck and'torfave me 3 his 
; | Meſſengers are abroad ſecking for ſuch as I am, but-I avoid}. 
| them ,- or at leaſt refuſe to obey their call and perſwaſions to 
return. Ah, whata miſerable ſtateam I in! every ſtep I go 
[15 a ſteptowards hell ; my ſoul, with the Prodigal 4s ready 
| to periſh in a ſtrange Countrey ! but I have no 'mind.withſ 
bim to return home 3 wretched ſoul , what will the end of 
| [this be'? If God have lott thee, the -Devil hath found thee; 
the takes up all firayers for God-: yea, death, and hell will 
ortly find thee, if Chriſt donotz and then thy recovery] 
| CO my ſoul}; will be impoſſible; Why fit I here periſhing 
-and dying! I am not yetas irrecoverably loft as the damned 
are. -Qlet me'delay no longer, left T be loſffor ever! - 7 
2, _ ,-. Q my foul! for ever bleſs and admire the love of Feſu# 
RefleRion \ Chrift, who came from heaven to ſeek and fave, ſuch-a1ofi 
forenechat | f{oulasI was. Lord, how marvellous, how matchlels is thy 
was loft, bur \love!-I was loſt, and am found. I am found, and did not 
\fis found, {eek:; nay, Lam found by him from whom I fled. 'Thy love; 
| O my Saviour ! was a preventing love; 'a wonderful love ; 
thou lovedſt me 'much- more than 'I loved -my felt 4. I was 
{cruel to my. own ſoul, but thou waſt kind; thou ſoughteſt for 
me, a loſt ſinner, and not for loſt Angels, thy hand of grace 
caught hold of me, and hath let go thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands, as good as my ſelf by nature. Like another David, |- 
thou didſ{t.xeſcuetmy poor loft foul outoft'the mouth of the 
defiroyer 3 yea; more than{o; thou didft lofe thine own litt 
to tind mine :- And ndw, dear Feſi, fince Tam thus marvel- 
loufly recovered , ſhall I ever tiraggle. again from thee ? O, ' 
let it forever be a warning, to me, how I turn/aſide into by-| 
paths —_ more! | 
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The Pais 


V Hen cattel from your fields are gone aſtray, 

and you to ſeck them through the Country ride 3 
Enquiring for them all along the way 3 
tracking their foot-ſieps, where they turn'd aſide. 


| 


— 


ot My foulto (9)lay it z Othateverl 


One ſervant this.-way ſent, another that 
ſearching the fields,and countrey round about : 
-This meditation now falls in ſo pat 3 

as if God ſent it to enquire you out. 


| 
My beaſts are loſt, and ſo am (1) I by fin; 


my wretched ſoul from God thus wandring went, 
As Tſeek them, ſo was (2 )I res acl him 
Who from the (3) tathers bo torth was (ent. 


Purſird by Sermons, follow? 4cloſc by g race 3 

and ſtrong convictwns Chritt hath Gvght tor me, 
Yeathough I (4) ſhun him fill he gives me chaſe, 

as if reſolv'd I ſhould not damned be. 


When C5.) Angels loſt thenftem it was not ſo, 
” God did got ſeek, or once for them enquire 3 
But ſaid, le theſe «pap; creatures go, 

Ile plague them for it (6) with etcrnal fire. 


Lord, what am (7) I, that thou ſhouldſt ſet thine eyes 
2nd Rill ſeek after ſuch a wretch as I ? 

Whoſe matcbleſs mercy, and rich grace (8) deſpiſe, 
as if in ſpight thereot refoly'd to die. 


why ſhould I ſhun thee, bleſſed Saviour, wh 
ſhould I avoid thee thus? thou'doſt not chaſe. 


þ 


ſhould fly,aBaviour that's ſo full of grace! in, 
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(2) Mar. i, Il 
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(6) Jude 6+ | 
(7)1Cor:1.277 


1 SAM. 9. 4, $. 
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(1)Luk.g.3 9s 


(3)Jobo-3, 18. þ 
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(8)Pſa.68.18. 


» F. \ "hs 7 , 
wo W...2 ; . ' 7 | In Wi! +» 
- "P-2s "2, e-1 = = - a, or 2 . * 
- Fetgantty ſpiritualized;: Or; 
kT 1 ed - . 4 q . \ hb Y | 


— 


[Longhaſt thou-ſought me, Lord, Inow return); 
/* Olet thy.-bowels of compathon ſound, 

For my departure, I finoeeely mourn 5 

'- and let this day, thy wandring ſheep be found. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Fat beofts yon kill, the lean you wſe to ſave 
God's diſpenſatlons , ſome ſuch meaning have. 


1 OBSERVATION: 


| R | 
| Þ is a good Obſervation of a Father, and well applyed ; 


Vituli rituranzes quotidie ligantur, vituti matandi quotidie 
in paſenis libere relinquntur. Oxen for uſe are daily yoaked 
and kept ſhort, whilſt thoſe that are deſigned for the ſham» 
bles , are-let looſe in green paſtures , to feed at pleaſure, 
Store beats fare hard, and are kept lean and low ; feeding 
beaſts are excuſed from the yoak , whilt others are laboured 
and wrought hard every day 3 the one hath more than he 
can cat;the other would cat more if he had it. 


APPLICATION. 


IT" Hus deals the Lord oft-times with his own ele&, whom 
he deſigns for glory 3 and with the wicked ,, who are 
preparing for the day. of wrath. - Thus are they filled with 
| | earthly proſperity, and creature-enjoyments, like refty and 
 wayton beats turncd.out at liberty ina fac paſture, whilſt 
poor Saints are kept hard and ſhort , Ames x. 4, Hear this 
ye kine of Baſhan, that are inthe mountains of Samaria, 

| oppreſe the , andcruſh the needy. Theſe metaphorica 
 }fkine arethe usopprefſors of the world, full fed, and; 
_— paroo meal ee Tia txue; heaven hath not ey 5 
_ / 4 1 - No! 
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The heaventy uſe of earthly things.” «. 
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nor hell all the rich; but it's a very common difpenſation of 
t providence, to beſtow molt of the things of thisworld upon p 
| chem that have no portion in hEaven 3 and to keep them 
| ſhort on earth, for whom that kingdom is provided. Let me \ 5 4 
draw forth the fimilitade in a few particulars. - 1-14 3 oY 
The beaſts of ſlaughter have the fatteſt paſtures; ſo have the > Th 4. $138 
ungodly in the world 3 Their eyes ſtand ,out with fatneſs they 428 | 
have more than heart could wiſh, Plal. 73.7. their hearts are as 
fat as preaſe, Plal.119.70. Thele be they that fleet off the | 
cream of earthly enjoyments, whoſe bellies are filled with hid- 
' den treaſures, Plal. 17. 14. The earth is given into the baud of. 
the wicked, Job 9.24. O, what full eftates ? what an affluence 
of earthly delights hath Gcd caſt in upon ſome wicked tag! 
there is much wantonneſs, but no want in their dwell: 
Some that now know not which way to turn themſelves in | EOIS 
hell, once knew not where to beſtow their goods on earth. ©: 6 
Feeding beaſts grow wanton in their full paſtures 3 there] - 
F : {you ſhall ſee them tumble and frisk ;, and kick up their heels: f Se "8 
” WM | he ſame effe& hath the proſperityot the wicked, it'makes} +***: 4 *# 
5F {them wanton) their life is but a diverfion from one pleaſure 
to another, Fob 2t.11,12, 13. They ſend forth their little cn; W2 
{like a flock, and their children dance 3 they take thetimbrel, and 4 
i harp, and rejoyce 8t the ſound of the Organ they ſpend their =» 
| | dayes in wealth, and in a moment go down tothe grave. The Bl 
[ame character doth the Prophet Amos give of them, Amos 6.| - 146 ar 
4.5.6. They ſtretch themſelves upon beds of Tvory, drink Wine in => 6008 
bowls, &c. and no ſorrow goes to their hearts. Theſe are}; 
| they that live in pleaſures upon earth, as a fiſh in the watery 
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Theſe fat paſtures do but the ſooner haſten the death © 
FF (theſe cattels: tinrfbener they are fatted, the ſooner they are 
{ſlaughtered ; andthe proſperity of the wicked lexvest9 the 
| fame end. The proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy then the.) 
! it. (hall be the means and inſtrument of heating and Herght- 


[ning their luſts, and-thereby titting them tdrde x3 


2 


* their proſprrity is food ' and fewel to theircorruptions. Mac a 
* © \ny wicked men had not b:en fo ſoon ripe for hell, had*they}| 
3 "oNonl in the Sun-ſhine Ine poached TM 
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{ward firaits, wants and hardſhips which the Lord expolcs 


-| man in wants and {traits and a wicked man have more than 


Fatted beaſts do not in the leaſt underſtand the intent and 
meaningofthe Husbandman, in allowing them ſuch large 
and fat paſtures, which he denyes to his other cattel 3 and as | 
little,as beaſts, do wicked men underſtand the ſcope and end 
of Gods providences, in caſting proſperity and wealth upon 
them 3 little do they think their tables are a ſnare, a gin, and 
a trap for their fouls g they only (like beaſts) mind what is 
before them, but do not at all underliand the tendency and 
end of theſe their ſenſual delights. 

Though the Husbandman keep his ſtore cat3cl in ſhort 
commons, yet he intends to preſerve them theſe ſhalt re- | 
main with him, when the others are driven to the ſlaughter. ' 
Such a deſign of preſervation is carried on in all thoſe out- | 


his people to. I confeſs, ſuch diſpenſations, for preſent, are | 
very ſtumbling and puzling things, even to gracious and wiſe # 
perſons. To fce wicked men, not only exempted from their 
troubles, but eycn oppreſſed with proſperity 3 to ſee a godly: 


his heart can wiſh,” is a caſe that poſes the wiſe Chriſtian, 
till he conſiderthe defigns and iflues of both thoſe providen- 
ces, and then he acquieſces in tne wiſdom of God (o oxder- 


ing it, Pſol. 73.5,14,18,23- 
, REFLECTIONS: 


Oth my proſperity fat me up for; hell , and prepareme 

# forthe day ef ſlaughter ? little: 
glory in it, and lift up my heart uponWele things. Indeed, 
God hath given, (I cannot fay bleſſed'me,with) a fulnels of 
creature-enjoymentsz upon theſe my--earmal; heart feizeth 
grcedily and ſecurely, not at all ſuſpeQihg: a ſnare lying in 
theſe things , for the ruin of my foul. What are: all theſe 
charming pleaſures, but ſo many rattles to quiet: my ſoul, 
whilſt its damnation ſteals inſenfibly upon it ? What are all 


diverſions fxom the buſineſs of life? There: are but two dits 
ferences betwixt me, and the pooreſt ſlave the devil hathon 
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uſe have.I then tol. 


| 
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| my buſineſſes and imployments in the world, -but ſo many} 
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The heavenly uf of earthly things. © 
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will have a lefs, and I a greater account in the day of recko- 
ning. O that Thad never known proſperity ! T am now 
tum bling in a green paſtare, and ſhortly ſhall be hanging up 
in the ſhambles in hell 3 it chis be the beſt fruit of my pro- 
{perity, it I were taken captive by cruel Canibals, and fed 
with the richeſt fare, but withal underſtood, that the defign 
of it were, to fat me uplike a beaſt for them to feed upon; 
how little Romack ſhould I have to their dainties > O my. 
ſoul! it were much better for thee to have a ſanQitied po- 


proſperity, ſet as a trap to ruin thee for ever. 


mons here , his providence feeds me, but from ;hand to 
mouth z but Iam (and welt may be) contented with my 
preſent ſtate 3 that which fweetens it, is, that I-am one of 
the Lords preſerved. How much better 1s a morlſel of bread, 
and a draught of water here, with an expectancy of glory 


wrath to come ? Well, fince the caſe ftands'thus, bleſſed be 


my future joyes 3 and the ſorrows of this life will give a lu- 
fre to the glory of the next 3 that which is now hard to ſut- 
fer, will then be fweet to remember z my ſongs then, will be 
louder than my groans now, IE 


—cRk__ 


The POEM. 


Hoſe beafts which for the ſhambles are felign'd, 
In fragant, flowery Meadows you ſhall find 

Where they abound with rich and plenteous fare 3 

Whilk others graze in commons thin and bare, 


—_——— ——_— 
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earth; ſuch are whipt on to hell by outward ilcries, ind. 
11am coached to hellin alittle more pomp and honour ; theſe{ 
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verty, which is the portion of many Saints, than an enſnaring 


The wiſdom of my God hath allotted me but ſhort com- | 


hereafter, than a fat paſture given in, and' fitting for the| 


God formy preſent lot 3 though I have but little in hand; I] 
thave much in hope 3 my preſent troubles will ſerve to ſweeten} 
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* Thoſe live a riort and pleaſant life z- but theſe 


otra theix lives, in dry, and ſhorter. eas. 


*Thus live the wicked, (1) thus they do abound, 


With earthly glory, and with honour crown'd. 
Their lofty heads unto the ſtars aſpire, 

And radient beams, their ſhining brows attire. 
The (2 )fatteſt portion's ſerv'd up in their dith, | 
Yea, (3) they have more than their own hearts can wiſh. 
Difſolv'd in (4) pleaſures, crown'd with buds of May 
They for a time, in thee fat paſtures play 3 

Frisk, dance.and leap, like fall fed beaſts z and even 
Turn up their (5) wanton heels againſi the heaven. 
Not underitanding that this pleaſant life, 

Servcs but to fit them for the Butchers knitc. 

In fragrant Mcads, they tumbling are to day, 

To morrow to the (6) ſlaughter led away. 

Their pleaſure's gone, and vaniſh'd like a bubble 
Which makes their future torments on them (7) double... | 
Mean while, Gods little ficck is (8) poor and lean; 
Becauſe the Lord did ne're intend, .or mean. 

This for their portion :. and beſides doth know. 

Th:ir ſouls (s,) prove beſt, where ſhorteſt graſs doth grow.. 
Cheer up poor flock, although your.fare be thin 

Yet here is ſomething to take comfort in :. _ : 

You here ſecurely feed, and need not fear. .: 

Th* infernal Butcher can't approach you here. 

*Tis ſomewhat that, but O, which far tranſcends ! 

Your glorious Shepherd's coming; who intends 

To lead you hence, unto that fragant hill 

Wherewith green paſtures he his flotks will (1) fill. 

Mn which he from celeſtial cafements pours 

The ſweeteſt dews, and conſtant gracious ſhowres, 

Along whole banks, rivers of pleaſures ſlide 

There his ble{s'd flocks, for ever ſhall abide, 

O envy not the worldlings preſent joyes 

Which to your future mercics are but toys. 

Their paſture now is green, your's dry, and burn'd : 

But then the (2) Scene is chang'd, the tables turn'd. 
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CHAP.| 


The heavenly oe of earthly things, = 
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would often ſay, when I am dead, let heaven and earth 
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Gord Hnsband's labour for poſterity, 
To after after ages ; Saints muſt have an eye, 


OBSERVATION, 


griden and careful Husbandmen do not only labour to 
ſupply their own necelhities while living, but to lay up 


ſomething for their poſterity when they are gone 3 they do 
not only leave to their children what their progenitors left} 
them, but they defire to leave it- improved and bettered. 
None but bad husbands and ſpend-thrifts are *of the mind; 
with that Heathen Emperor Tiberius, who having put all nto| 
ſuch confuſions in the Empire, that 1t might be thoughe the} 
world would. end with him yet pleaſed himſelf with this 
apprehenſion, That he ſhould be out of the reach of it\, and | 


mingle 3. if the world will but hold my time , let it break 
when Iam gone : But rs men look beyond their own 
time, and do very much concern themſelves in the good or 
evil of their poſterity. | 


» &q. of 


APPLICATION.. 


Vw Hat careful Husbands do, with reſpe& to the provi- 
_ fions they make for their children, that all prudent 
Chriſtians are bound to do, with: reſpect :to the truths com- 
mitted to. them, and by them, to be tranſmitted to.ſucceed- 
ing Saints, 3 

' In the firſt ages of the world, even till the Law was given, 
faithful men were inſtead of books and records; they did. 
by oral tradition convey the truths of God to poſterity 3, but 
lance the facred truth hath been conſigned to writing, S—_ 
tradition | 


_—— 


Upcn the Hus. | 
bandm1ns care Þ- 


for poſtergey. 
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tion Ges full. conſentient with that writteaword ) is to 
be received as authentick 3 but the truths therein delivered 
to the Saints, are by verbal declarations, open confeſſions, 
| and conſtant ſufferings, to be preſerved and delivered from 
age to age, This was the conſtant care of the whole cloud of 
witneſſes, both ancient and modern , who have kept the 
word of Gods patience,and would not accept their own lives, 
liberties or eſtates; no, nor the whole world in exchange, 
for that invaluable treaſure of truth; they have carctully pra- 
Qiſed Solomons counſel, Prov. 23-23. Bay the trath, but ſcll it 
#0t > they would not alienate that fair inheritance, tor all the 
inheritances on earth, ' Upon the ſame reaſons, that you re- 
fuſe to part with, or imbezel your eſtates, Chriſtians alſo re- 
fuſe to part with the truths of God, . = 

You will not waſte; or alienate your inheritance, becauſe 
it's precious and of great value in youreyes 3 but much more 
{ precious, are Gods truthsto his people. Lzther profeſſed, he 
would not take the whole world for one leaf of the Bible. 


| Though ſome prophane perſons may ſay with Pilate, what is| 
mlhg et know, that any, one truth of the Goſpel, is more 
t 


worth than all the inheritatces upon earth's they are the 
great things of Gods Law, and he that ſells them for the 
{ greateſt things in this world, makes a ſoul- undoing bargain. 
You will not waſte or part with your inheritance, becauſe 
you know your poſterity will be much wronged by it. They | 
that baffle or drink away an ſtate, drink the tears of their faq 
widows, and the very blood of-their impoveriſhed children. |. 
'The people of God de allo. confider,, how much the genera- 
tions to come are concern'd in the conſervation of the truths 
of G2d for them it cuts them to the heart, but to think, || 
that their children ſhonld be brought up to worſhip dumb]. 
idols, and falldown before a wooden or a breaden God. The}, 
"very. birdsand beafts will expoſe their-own bodies to appa-| 
rent danger of death, to preſerve their young. Religion doth|| 
_—_ more intender the hearts and bowels, than nature| 
in.- 
-», You reckon it a foul diſgrace to- ſell your eſtates; and be- 
'comeBankrupts 3 *tis-a word that hears11Jamong you: And 
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1 choſen to leave it, than my life, liberty or eſtate, as a pr 


| 


liverers. 

You are ſo loath to part with your eſtates, becauſe you 
know it's hard recovering an eſtate again ,. when, once you 
have loſt it. Chriſtians do alſo know, how difficult it will be 
for the people of God in times to come, to recover the light 
of the Goſpel again, if once it be extinguiſhed, There is.no 
truth of God . xecovered out of Ayrebriſfts hands, without 
great wreſtlings, and much blood. : The Church may call 
every point of reformed docrine and diſcipline ſo'recovered, 


| her Napthalies 3 for with great wreſtlings, ſhe hath wreſtled 


for them, Earneftlycontending for the faith, once delivered to 
them, Jude 3. | | 

you will chuſe to ſuffer many wants and hardſhips all-your 
lives 3 you will farchard, and go bare, to preſerve what you 
have for your poſterity ; But the people of God have; put 


of Gods truth. All.the Martyrologies will inform you,what 
their ſufferings have been; to keepche word of Gods pati- 
ence; they have boldly told their enemies; that they might 
pluck their hearts out of their bodies, but {ſhould never pluck 
the txuth out.of their heatts. . : IS TG 


[ 
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REFLECTIONS. * 
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| D Aſc unbclieving heart ! how have I fliochnd and.ſhrunk 


from truth when it hath been in danger ? I- have rather 


fo the enemy. I have left truth, and juſt it is, that the 


Ki 
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of truth ſhould leave me. Cowardly foul, that durſt; 
make a ſtand for truth ! yea, rather bold and daring fon 
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To conclude, rather than you will part with your. eſtates, < 


themſelves upon far greater hardſhips than theſe, to predexye J 
| truth z they have choſen to ſuffer reproaches, poverty, At | - 
ſons, death, and themolt cruel torments, rather than.the loſs 
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p truch, Ind the God of truth will nat own. me, 2 Tim. 2, 12. 
| 7 If we deny him, be will deny us. . 
"fe 


Lord? unto me haſt thou committed the precionis treaſure 
and truſt of truth; and as I received it, ſodo I defire to de- 
liver ir to the generations to come, that the people which 
are y& unborn, 'may praiſe the Lord. God forbid T ſhould 
ever part with ſuch a fair inheritance, and thereby begger 
my own, and thouſands of ſouls ! Thou haſt given —_ 
truth, and the world hates me,I well know that 1s the ground 
of the quarrel; would I but throw truth over the walls, how 
ſoon would a retreat be founded to all perſecutors'? But, 
Lord ! thy truth is invaluably precious; what a vile thing is 
my blood, comparcd with the leaſt of all thy truths ? Tho. 
haſt charged me not to ſell-it, and in thy firength 1 reſolve 
never to lift a fine, and cut off that golden line, whercby thy 
truths are entailed upon thy people, from generation to ge- 
neration : My friends may go, my liberty go, my blood may 


g03 but as for thee, precious truth, thou ſhalt never go. 


- + How dear hath this inheritance of truth coft ſome Chri- 


' | ſtians? how lietle hath it coſt us? We are centred into their 


Jabours z* we reap in peace, what they ſowed in tears; - yea, 


[in blood. 'O the grievous ſufferings that they choſe to en« 


dure ! 'rather than to deprive us ot ſych an inheritance, thoſe 
noble ſouls, heated with the love of Chriſt, and-care'forour 


| fouls, tnade many bold and brave adventures for it; and yet, 


at what alowrate-do we value, what coſt them ſo dear ? like 
young heirs, that never knew *the getting of an eftate, we 
ſpendiit freely. [Lord, help us thankfully and diligently to 
improve thy truths, whilewe are in-quiet poſſelſhhon of them. 
Such iriteryals of peace and reſt, are uſually of no long con- 
Ftinuance with thy people. | 
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The Poem. | 


A Pk {pirit ſcorns to plant no root 
But ſuch from which himſelt may gather fruit. . - 
For thus he reaſons, if Treap the gains 'V 
Ot my laborious predeceſſors pains; 
How equal is it, that poſterity 
Should rcap the fruits of preſent induſtry ? 
Should every age but ſerve its turn, and take 
No thought for tuture times ? it ſoon would make 
A Bankrupt world, and (o entail a curſe 
From age to age, as it grows worſe and worſe. 
- Our Chriſtian predeceſſors careful thus = 
- Have becn(1)to leave an heritage to us, | 
 Chrifis-precious truths (2) conferved in their blood, 
. For noleſs price thoſe truths our fathers food. 
They have tranſmitted; would not (3) alienate 
 Fromus their children fuch a fair eltate. 
' We eat what they did ſet; and thall. truth fail 
- In our dayes ? ſhall wecutof thientail? * - 
Orend the line of honour ? nay, what's worſe 
Give future ages cauſe to hate, and.curſe 
Our memories 2 like Naboth, may this age 
Part with their blood, fooner than heritage. 
Let pity move us, let us think upon - | 
Our (4) childrens ſouls; when we are dead, and gone. 
Shall they poor fouls, in darkneſs grope, when we 
| Patout the light, by which they elſe might fee 
The way to glory? yea, what's worle ? ſhall ic 
Be faid in time to come (5) Chritt did commit 
A precious treaſure, purchas*d by his blood ; 
To us, for ours and for our childrens good ? 
But we like cowards, falſe, perhidious men ; 
For carnal caſe, loſt it, our ſelves, and them, 
O let us leave to after ages more, 
-: Than we receiv'd fromall that went before. 
| That thoſe to come may bleſs the Lord, and keep * * 
| Ournames alive, when we in duſt ſhall ſleep-- 


E (1 YRevig-yo, 


[(2)Rev.11er1 || 


of 
["'» 


KEF%G © 
watt 164 K 


(3)Hcb,12.37 3 


s 


't King. 21.3; Il 4 


(4)Pa.ro2.18} 


Pres pl 
(5) Jude $6 in | 


es 


Lt ——_—_ 


4 - p 
> (ts abi 
- "» y ” 
z 22 WE ” ; 
&#. wy 
- k 6G 4 8 


— 


upon the Hus- 
bandmans Care 
ro prove apd 
preſerve his 

| Decds, 


- 
. . 


[ ET 


% 


| T iba and fears, with which you are perplexed in 
, -Labout their eternal condition,. w! 
[hitherto unacquainted with, and-therctore; flighted them, as| 
| ever you wereingagedby a.cunning and powertul adverſar 
. | of ſpiritual troubles z ang.indeed 1t 1s no more but a glimpſe 


| whole eſtate, and therefore:3t concerristhem to be-caretful' of | 
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pains to obtain at, 
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' Detals for Jour Lands you prove, and keep with care ; 
0 that for heaven you but 65 careful were, 


OBSERVATION. | 
W E generally find, wen aze not-raore garcfal intrying ; 


gold, or in keeping it, than .they.;arc:in examining, 
their Decds, and preſerving theta; theſt are virtually their 


them-: If they ſulpe& a flaw in their Leaſe or Deed, they : 
repair to the ableſt Counſel, ſubmit it to his judgment, make. 
the worſt of their cauſe, and-query about all. the ſuppoſeable 
dapgers with him if he tel,them cheir cafe is ſuſpicious and 
hazardous, how much arg4hey perplexed and troubled ? they 
can neither. cat, drink, or fleep in peace, till they have a good 
ſettlement 3 and willing they are to be at -muci :coſt-and 


APPLICATION, 


ſuch caſes; may;give you alittle ghmpſe of thoſe: crous 
{bles of ſoul, [with which-the- people of -God are perplexed 

which perhaps yau have been 
phanſies andyhimbies, Tfay,.your ownfears and troubles, if 
in a Law-ſuit for yourieſtate, may give you a litcle glimpſe 


;of it : For, as the loſs of an [carthly ({thoughtair;):inheri- 


: 
F 


nity ; ſo.you cannothat imagine, that rhe.carcs, rfcars, (and. 
y #8 $/©T ;) 
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[anttporent adverfaries, and do maintain long debates wil 


| -*Altthe whitethat a Surt iy Law is depending about” your 
| Marr tantor look upon it as your own; nor lay out moneys in 


 krlnisftands the dre with doubting Chriltians, they have little 
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It often falls out, that after the fealing and executing of! 
your Deeds'or Leaſes, an-adverſary finds ſome dubious claufe} 
1n thett}, and thexerpon commences a Sait of Law with you., 
Thug it frequently talls out with the people 'of God, who! 
after their believing and ſcaling time, have doubts and feru-! 
ples raifed im thenrabout their titte. Nothing is more cort- 
'rhon, than for the devil and their own unbelict to ſtart con- 
troverſies, and raiſe ſtrong objections againſt their intere! 
m Chtri, and the Covennat of promiſes. Theſe are cunm 


the gracibas foul, and teaſon ſo cunningly and ſophmically 
with it; that it can'by'nomeans extricate ad Carisfieiefett; 
alwayes —_— g, that theirtitle is worth! nothing, which 
they poot ſouls arc but too apt to ſuſpect. | | 


title, you have. but little comfort or benefit from your eftare 3 


. 


ailding or dye{fFog; for fear you ſhould! lofe allarlaft. Juſt 


Lomfort ſtor the int6it comto-table promiſes, Firrle benefit 
eoim the frotercft ducies-and Ordinzn<cs3, they pur off their: 
ow? odtnf3its; ard/fay; If we were ure, 'thacgll this were 
xs, we could theiirejoyce ii them t But alas?-our title 
[dbivus, Chrift is precious Clift, the promiſes are” com}. 
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. { carry the cafe ottendetore him, in luch words as thoſe, 7 ſat. 


K fr ſuſpe& fraud, 1n all they do or haye. 


iiedle oth the doubting Chriſtian make of his large and rich! 
| inhefitance? | b, | 


fortable things, but what if they be none ofgues?. Ab? how 


You dare not truſt your own judgments in ſuch caſes, but 
ſtate your-caſe to ſuch as are learned inthe Laws 3 and are 
willing to get the ableſt Counſel you can to adviſe you : So |. 
are poor doubting Chriſtians, they carry. their Caſes from 
Chriſtian tor Chriſtian, and from Miniſter to Miniſter, with 
ſuch requeſts as theſe z Pray tell me, what do you think of 
my condition ? deal plainly and faithfully with me 3 thele 
be my grounds of doubting, and theſe my prone of hope. 
O hide nothing from me! And if they all agree that theu 
caſe is good , yet they cannot be ſatisfied till God fay fo too, 
\and confirm the word of his ſervants 3. and therefore they 


| 139+23,24+ Scarch me, O God, and know my beart; try me, and 
know my thoughts, and ſce if there be any way of wickgdneſs in 
Mme- DA RC OT 
You have little quiet in your ſpirits, till, the'Caſe be re- 
{olved, your mcat and drink doth you little good ; you Can- 
not ſleepin the night , becauſe theſe troubled thoughts are 
ever returning upon you : What if I ſhonld: be turn'd out | 
of al at laſt? Soir iswith gracious ſouls, their eyes are held 
| waking in the night, by reaſon of the troubles of their hearts, 
| Pſal.77.4+ Such fears as theſe are frequently returning upon 
their hearts. What if I ſhould be tound a ſelf-dectver: at 
laſt? What if I do but hug a phantaſm inſicad of Chrift ? 
how can this, or that, conſitt with grace? Their meat and 
drink doth them little good; their Codies are. often macera- 
ted, by the troubles of their ſouls... | 
- You will not make the beſt of your condition, when you 
ſtate your Cale to a faithful Counſellor; neither will. they, 
but oft-times (poor penſive fouls) they make it much worſe 
| than indeed itis; charge themſelves with that which God 
never charged them with, though this be neither their wil- 
dom, nor; their, duty 3. but the fears of miſcarrying make 
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+ Laſtly, when yonrtitle is cleared, your hearts are caſed 3 
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\ | gree, nor with the ſame kind of joy, that. heheares. of, | 

IT | Chrrltians are overflowed , when = Lord freak ace to | 

| their ſouls. O welcome the ſwcet morning light, after a te- 

| dious night of darkneſs z now they can eat their bread with 

comfort, and drink their wine (yea if it be but water) with a 
merry heart, Ecclef. 9. 7. 


REFLECTIONS. . | 


RY 


How hath my ſpirit been toſſed and hurried, when 1. To r 
have met with troubles and clamours about my eſtate ! Vier —_—_ nk = 5 
4 but as for ſpiritual troubles, and.theſe ſoul-perplexing caſes, | oO 
that Chriſtians ſpeak of , Lunderſtand bur little of thern. I 
| never.called my everlaſting ſtate in queſtion, nor brake an 
hours ſleep upon any ſuch account. Ah, my fupine and 

careleſs ſoul ! little haſt thou regarded how matters ſtand, in| 
reference to eternity ! I have ſirongly conceited, but never 
througly examined, the validity of my title to Chriſt and; 
his promiſes; noram I able to tell, it my own conſcience 
ſhould demand, whereupon my claim is grounded /! 

O my foul ! why art thou ſo unwilling to examine how 
matters ſtand betwixt God and thee ? art thou afraid to look 
into thy, condition ? leaſt by. finding thine bypocrifie, thou 
\Hhouldelt loſs ' thy peace 3 or rather thy ſecurity. To what 
| purpole will it be to ſhut thine eyes againſi the light of -con- 

viction, unle(s thou couldſt alſo find out a way to prevent 
thy condemnation ? Thou ſeeſt other ſouls, how attentively 
they wait under the word , for any thing that may ſpeak to 
their conditions, Doubtleſs thou haſt heard, how Enoch 
and ſeriouſly they have ſtated their conditions, and opened 
their caſes to the Miniſters of Chriſt, But thou, Omy foul | 
haſt no ſuch cafes to pyt, no dokibtst9 be reſolved ; thou wilt] 
leave all to the deciſion of the great day, and not trouble thy 
{elf about it now: Well, God will decide it, but little to thy: 
| comfort. :*, . 4 ag 4++0 80-0 
I have heard how ſome have been perplexed by'litigious 71,0 000. 
- adverſaries, but I believe. none; have ?been' {fo toſſed with] ſoulsRefieaic 
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= þ q flexes, ne difttatted with doubts,” 4s Thavebeen about the| 
p. | 'Rare of my (oul. ' Lord, what fhall I'do ? I have often'car- 


538 fied my doubts and fcruples to thine Ordinances , waiting 
Y | for fatisfaGtion to beſpoken there. T have' carried them to 
thoſe Yhave judged skilful and faithful, begging their reſolu- 
| tion and help, but rothing will ſtick. Still my tears aredaily 
"5 renewed. O my God, do thou decide:my cafe! tell-me how 
: 4: | the ſtate ſtands betwixt theeand me z py dayes conſume in 
trouble, I ean ncither do, ot enjoy any "good, whilſt things 

, 4 are thus with mic; all my earthly exjoyments are dry aud 
el | {uncomfortable things; yea, which is mach worſe, all my 
8 dutiesand thine Ordinances prove fo too, by reafon of the 
Sj troubles of my heart! 'I am no ornathent to my 'profeffion, 
; nay, I am a difcouragernent and fiutnbling-block to others ? 
F- Ewilt hearken and hear what God the Lord will fpeak, © 
that it might be peace ! if chou do not ſpeak it none can 
and when thou doeft, keep thy ſervant from returning again 
tofolly, left Emake treſh work for an accufing; conſcience, 
| and give new rratter to theadverfary of my ſout!. 

_- Butthon (my ſoul) enjoyeft a double mercy from thy 
| bountiful} God, who hath not only given thee a ſound title, 
4 but alfo the clear evidence and knowledge thereof. Iam ga- 

thering, and daily exceny Fn tp) fall ripe fruirs'of affa-| . 
-] ranee, which grow upontthe top boughs of faith, -whilſt ma-| * 

{ny of tny poor brethren drink theit own tears, and have their 
teeth broken with gravel ſtones, , Lord, ,thon haft ſet:'my 
- foul upon her high places, but let me not exalt my (elf ; be- 

cauſe thou haſt exalted me 3 nor grow wanton heeauſe I walk. 
a+ betty, leſt for the abuſe of ſuch precious liberty, thouckp 
| my old chains -upon me, and ſhut'np'my foul again in prifon.' 
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| | Fearing ſome clauſe _—_ ay IP 
; . Or figda flaw 3, wher 
| © Them, and their ' children. 3-124 z 
. Fithv wilc. men in, their generation he 1- 
[But do they {1) eqy4 and pens \ 
About their everlaſting _— 
In ſpiritual things *t poul ones heart to ſee FR 
Whar'(t Þs ardslþ took; 3 fear tu] wen cqn be; © 

They a& ke men.- 26 common ſenſe bereaven, 
Secure their Lands 3 and they s truſt God for heavens 
How many Caſes have you-to ſubmit, 


| ki PI Eck Ao ? {Five Gate may fic 


ot ſee Theface | .<U.-!10 
Of one that þri role Was 4, 

Yea, which'i NR hoks yr, ewe] cry ' 

To God tor counſel ? oe 4) or = Reon to try 

Your hearts and ſtricteſt inquilition make 


Inco ypuglig, diſcayer your ahtaes, 7 \ 


 O ſtupid ſouls? clouded with ignorance, 
Is Chriſt, and heaven no (5) fair inheritance 
Compar' d with yours 2 oris (6) eternity | 
- A ſhorter term than yours? that you ſhould Ply 
The one.ſo cloſe, and'totally negle& | 
The other 3 as not worth your leaſt reſpeRt, | 
... Perhaps the:Devil,whaſc plot from:you's conceaFdz.: *, py 6 4 
Perſwades:yourtitle's good 3 and firmly ſeal'd 
By God's own Spirit 3 though you never found 
One a otaving grace (7 ) toilay a ground 
Fox that perſwation. Soul he hath-thee faſt, 2-4] 
Though he''not- tet. thee know i it till. thelaft © 2:75 971 
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Lo wake Grintrs.rhake thaw anderfiand - 
"Twixt thee; and them 3 how rawly matters ſtand. 

Give them no quiet reſt, until they fee 

Their ſouls ſecur'd, betrer than Lands can be. 
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Occaſional Medications - 


uPON 


BIRDS, BEASTS, TREES, FLOWERS; 


'Fnot only mine attentive ear , but my feet alſo, to make a 


| I ther'd than a ſparrow, it gave my thoughts the occaſion of 


RIVERS, and others Objects, 
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MEDIT. I 


 Upen the: ſinging of a Nie hiingale, 


H ©. that hears ſuch various, raviſhing, and ex- 
A quilite melody, would imagine the bird that 
M makes it, to be of ſo ſmall and contemptible a 


bo body, and feather ? her charming voice ingaged 


nearer approach 'to that ſhady buſh, in which that excellent 
Muſfician fate vailed ; and the nearer I came, the ſweeter the 
' melody till ſeemed to be 3 butwhen I had deſcricd the bird 
her ſelf, .and found her to be little bigger, and no better fea- 


this following application. .' 
This Bird ſeems to me the hyely emblem of the formal hy- 


þ 


pocrite,) (1) In that ſhe is more in ſound than ſubſtance, 
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A | ear 3 but when the Nightingale was brought him, ad he {aw 
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Oceafional Meditations: 


| |aloudand excellentvoice, but a little deſpicable body 3 andy 


it recall'd to my thoughts the ſtory of Platarch, whothearing 
F Niggeingale, deſired to have one killed to feed nþon, not 
queſ'Ming but ſhe yould pleaſe the palate as well as the 


| what a poor little creature it was, Truly faid he, thou art v-x 
| pretere vihil, a meer voice and nothing elſe : So is the hy- ! 

pocritez did a man hear him ſome times in more publick du- 
ties and diſcourſes, O thinks he, what an excellent man is 
this! what a choice and rare ſpirit is he of ? but follow him 
| home, obſerve him in his private converſation and retire- 
ments, and then you will judge Plutarchs note as applicable 
to him as the Nightingale. (2) This Bird is obſerved to 


ſhe perceives ſhe hath ingaged attention 3 fo doth the hypo- 
crite, who lives and feeds upon the applauſe and commen- 
dation of his admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe duties 
| which bring in no returns of praiſe from men ; heis little 
| pleaſed with a filent. melody and private plealure betwixt 
| God and his own ſoul. 


| Scire tunm uihil eſt niſi te ſcire hoc ſeiat alter. 
| Alas! his knowledgeis not worth a pin, 
If he p:oclaim not what he hath within, 


He is more for the Theatre than the Cloſet , and of ſuch 

[Chriſt faith, Verily they have their reward. (3) Naturaliſt | 
| obſerve the Nightingale to be an ambitious Bird, that can- 
[not endure to be out-vied by any, ſhe will rather chuſe to die} 
than be excell'd 3 a notable inſtance whereof we have in the 
following pleaſant Poem, tranſlated out of Syrada, concern-' 
ing the Nightingale and a Lutaniſft, 


Now the declining Sun did downward bend 
From higher heavens, and from his lacks did fend 


A Lunatift allayed his careful wo, 


charm molt ſweetly , and ſet her ſpirits all on work, when} 
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A milder flame, whcn neer to Tibers flow | 
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| rance, which grow upon the top boughs of faith, whilſt ma-| ' 


* a —_ 
——O—_—— oor oro ”-. 


26 23G | Fearing] 


and Jiftratted with doubts,” as I'havebeen about the| 
ofmy foul. * Lord, what hall I'do ? I have often'car- 
tied my doubts and fcruples to thine Ordinances , waiting 
{ for fatisfa&tion to be ſpoken there. T have' carried them to 
thoſe IT have judged skilful and faithful, begging their refolu- 
tion and help, but rothing will ſtick. Still my tears aredaily 
| renewed. O my God, do thou decide:my cafe! tell me how 
' the ſtate ſtands betwixt theeand me z my dayes conſurne in 
; trouble, I can ncrther do, or enjoy any 'good, whilſt things 
| are thus with mc, all my earthly emjoyments are dry aud 
| uncomfortable things; yea, which is much worſe, all my 
duties-and thine Ordinances prove fo too, by reafon of the 
troubles of my heart! I am no ornatnent to my profetfion, 
nay, I am a diſcouragement and fiutnbling-block to others ? 
E will hearken and hear what God the Lord will fpeak, © 
' that it might be peace ! if thou do not ſpeak it none can; 
and when thou doeft, keep thy ſervant from returning again 
to folly, left Fmake treſh work for an accufing conſcience, 
ſand give new matter to the adverfary of my fout! 

- Butthon (my ſoul) enjoyeft a double mercy from thy 
| bountiful} God, who hath not only given thee a ſound title, 
4 but aHo the clear evidence and knowledge thereof. Iam ga- 
thering, and daily feeding ,upon the full ripe fruirs of affu-| . 


{ny of ty poor brethren drink their own tears, and have their 
teeth broken with gravel ſtones, Lord, ,thon haſt ſet'my 
foul upon her high places, but let me not exalt my (elf ; be- 
cauſe thou haſt exalted me 3 nor grow wanton heeaufſe I walk. 
a+ hberty, leſt for the abuſe of ſuch precious liberty, thouclap 
my old chains upon me, and ſhut up my foulagam io prifon. 
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Fearing ſorne clauſe an enemy may wreſt, 


Them, and their children. ' O whogan bu 

We _ men in "pups >a. IF 

But do they {1) equal cargs a $ 

About their everlaſting SRI g 

In ſpiritual things *twoul 

Why {t) cardsl took; 
They a&t like men-of don ſenſe bereaven, 

Secure their Lands 3 and yy truſt God tor heavens 

How many Caſes have you-ro ſubmit, 


Of one that rin a ſoul co 

Yea, which's le; TITS SF 0 reds cry 
To God tor counſel? (4) or beg him to try 
Your hearts; and ſtriteſt inquiſition make 


Into ypugrſiege, diſcyyer your miakes, 57 1 (75 1p 


 Oſtupid ſouls? clouded with ignorance, 

Is Chriſt, and heaven no ( 5 ) fair inheritance 
Compar' d with yours 2 oriis (6) cternity 

- A ſhorter term than yours? that you ſhould ply 
The one.o cloſe, and'totally negle& F 
The other 3 as not worth your leaſt reſpedt, 

.. Perhaps the.Devil whaſc plot from you's conceaPd;; 
Perſwades:your title's good; and firmly ſeal'd + 
By God's own Spirit 3 though you never found 
One a&t otfaving grace (7 ) to.lay a ground 
For that perſwation. Soul he hath: thee faſt, 
Though he not! let thee. know i it eill. thelaft 


Lord.waken ſinners, rhake them underfiahd - 
"Twixt thee; and them z how rawly matters ſtand. 
Givethem no quiet reſt, until they fee 

Their ſouls ſecur'd, better than Lands can be. 


Qr find a flaw 3, whereby he may deat. FA... _— 


ones heart to ſee , N 
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Occaſional Meditations - 


uPON 


© BIRDS, BEASTS, TREES, FLOWERS; 
RIVERS, and others Obje&s. 


MEDITATIONS on BIRDS." 


| | | Upen the: ſinging of o Nizhiingale, 


pg H O- that hears ſuch various, raviſhing, and ex- 
\ VIA guiſite melody, would imagine the bird that | 


\V Nj makes it, to be of fo ſmall and contemptible a 
Bia) body, and feather ? her charming voice ingaged 


[not only mine attentive ear , but my feet alſo, to make a 


' nearer approach'to that ſhady buſh, in which that excellent 
 Mufician fate vailed ; and the nearer I came, the ſweeter the 
melody ſtill ſeemed to be 3 butwhen I had deſcricd the bird 
her ſelf”, .and found her to be little bigger, and no better fea- 


| | ther'd than a ſparrow, it gave my thoughts the occaſion of 


this followmgapplication. .' : | 
This Bird ſeems to me the lively emblem of the formal hy- 


| 


pocrite,) (1) In that ſhe is more in ſound than ſubſtance, 


_ aloud 


__ 
= 


” ; 
CY 
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* 
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this! what a choice and rare ſpirit is he of? but follow him 


ments, and then you will judge Plutarchs note as applicable 
to him as the Nightingale. (2) This Bird is obſerved to 


ſhe perceives ſhe hath ingaged attention 3 fo doth the hypo- 
crite, who lives and feeds upon the applauſe and commen- 
| dation of his admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe duties 
| which bring in no returns of praiſe from men 3 heis little 
| pleaſed with a filent melody and private pleaſure betwixt 
| God and his own ſoul. 


| Scare tuum nihil eſt niſi te ſcire hoc ſeiat alter. 
| Alas! his knowledge is not worth a pin, 
| It he p:oclaim not what he hath within, 


| He is more for the Theatre'than the Cloſet , and of ſuch, 
[Chriſt faith, Verily they have their reward. (3) Naturaliſt 
| obſerve the Nightingale to be an ambitious Bird, that can- 
[not endure to be out-vied by any, ſhe will rather chuſe to die 
than be excelPd 3 a notable inſtance whereof we have in the 
following pleaſant Poem, tranſlated out of Szrada, concern-' 
ing the Nightingale and a Lutaniſt, 


Now the declining Sun did downward bend 
From higher heavens, and from his lacks did ſend 


A Lunatift allayed his careful wo, | 
| | Hh ' With 


 \a loud and excellentvvice, but a little deſpicable body ; and] 
- |[itrecall'd to my thoughts the ſtory of Plutarch, whdklearing | 
F Ne "Sls deſired to have one killed to feed vþ6n, not 
ing but ſhe would pleaſe the palate as well as the 

ear 3 but when the Nightingale was brought him, ad he ſaw 
what a poor little creature it was, Truly faid he, thou art v:x 
e5 preterea vihil, a meer voice and nothing elſe : So is the hy- 
pocritez did a man hear him ſome times in more publick du- 
ties and diſcourſes, O thinks he, what an excellent man is 


| home, obſerve him in his private converſation and retire- | 


charm molt ſweetly , and ſet her ſpirits all on work, when} 


| 
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A milder flame, whcn neer to Tibers flow 
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*:Feom inch a little theoar; doch go about 
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 Withiſounding charms, and-in a greeny ſeat 


Oak, took ſhelter from the heat ad 
ingate o'rcheard him that did uſe i 


To ſojourn in the neighbour Groves the muſe 
That fill'd the place, the Syrene of the wood 
(Poor harmleſs Syrene) ſtealing near ſhe ſtood 
Cloſe lurking in the leaves attentively 


Recording that unwonted melody, 


- She con'd it to her felf, and every (train * 


His tingers play'd her throat return'd again, 
The Lutaniſt perceiv'd an anſwer ſent | 
Fromth* imitating Bird, and was content 
To ſhew her play, more fully than in haſte 


He tryes his Lute and givin her a taſte 


Of the enſuing quarrel, nimbly beats 

On all his ſtrings, as nimbly ſhe repeats 

And wildly ranging o'rea thouſand keys . 
Sounds a (hrill warning of her atter layes 3 

With rowling hand the Lutaniſt then plyes 

The trembling threeds ſometimes in ſcornful wiſe 
He bruſhes down the ſtrings and firikes them all 
With one even ſtroke, then takes them ſeveral 
And culls them o're again, his ſparkling joynts . 
With bulie.deſcant mincing on the points 
Reach back again with nimble touch, then ſtayes, 
The Bird replies, atd art with art repays. - 


. *Sametimes as one unexpert, and in doubt 
\ How fhe mightaveild her voice, ſhedraweth out 
-'Her tone at large, and doth at firſt prepare 


A ſolemn ſtrain, nor wear'd with winding air, 


But with an equal pitch, and conſtant throat 
Makes cleer the paſſage4or her gliding note z 


Then croſs-divilion diverſly ſhe playes 


And loadly chanting out her quickeſt layes 


Poyſes the found, and with a quivering voice 


Falls-back again : he wondying how ſo choice 
076657767 2a me 


could iſſue out 62m 


P_ 
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. 


Some harder Leſſons, and with wondrous art by 


And downward ſmite the Baſe, with painful it 
He+beats 3 and as the Trumpet doth provoke 
Sluggards to hght, even fo hrs wantorr skill 
With mingled diſcord joyns the hoarle and ſhrill, 
The Bird this alſo tunes, and whiltt the cuts 


Mealures'of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 
She thunders deep and jugs it inwardly 
With gentle murmur, clear and dull ſhe fings 
By coutſe, as when the martial watning rings 3 
Belicy't the Minſirel bluſht, with angry moed 
Inflam'd Cquoth he) thou Chantreſs of the wood 
- Either from thee Vle bear the price away 
Or vanquiſht, break my Lute without delay. 
Unimitable accents then he ſtrains | 
_ | His handflyes on the firings, in one he chains 
| Fardifferent numbers, chating here and there 
And all the firings he laboursevery where ; 
Both flat and ſharp he firikes, and ſtately grows 
To prouder ſtrains, and backward as he goes 
Doubly divides, and cloſing up his layes 
Like a fall Qaire, a ſhivering conſort: playes 3 
Then paufing ſtood in expectation 
;Of hiscorrival, nor durſt. anſwer on, - - --- 
| But ſhe; when practiſe long her throat” had whet- 
Enduring not to yield, at once doth fee ' © 
Her ſpirits all to work, and all in vain ; 
Fos whilſtſhe labours toexprelſsagain | 
With natures ſimple voice ſuchdiverskeys + - '- 
With ſlender pipes ſuch lofty:rietes as theſe - '-  ? 


uſt at the laſt encounter of her foe 
e faints, ſhe dyes, falls on his inſtrument 


, So, far cy litle ſouls axe trivenon- I 
" Struck with a vertuous ahien. 
7, 2 be © 


Changing the ſtrings doth up the treble dare "2 


| is Sol rept a htting monument. ou | nah 
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Sharp notes. with melting voice, and ming]cd puts - 


O're matcht with high defigns, ore matcht with wo, 
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—And evenas far are + wi nn on by their ambiti- 
"on andiptide, whichis the ſpur that provokes them in their 


MEDIT, I. 


Upon the ſight of many ſmall Birds chirping about 
F / a dead Hank, . 


T TEaring a whole quire of Birds curping and twinking 
T _L together, it ingaged my curiolity a little to enquire 


quickly inform'd me of; for I perceived a dead Hawk in the 
buſh, about which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to tri- 


umph at the death of their enemy 3 and I could not blame 
1 them to ling his knell, who like a Cannibal was wont to feed 
] upon their living bodies; tearing them limb from limb, and 


ſcaring them with his frightful appearance. This Bird which 
| . . bod . þ 
. living, was fo formidable, being dead the pooreſt Wren or 


{ Titmoule fears not tochirp or hop over. Thisbrings to my 
thoughts the bale and ignoble ends of the greateſt Tyrants 
| and greedy ingroflers of the world, of whom (whilſt living) 
men were more afraid than birds of a Hawk, but. dead be- 
came objeRs of contempt and ſcorn. The death of ſuch Ty- 
rants is both inglorious and unlamented ; When the wicked pe- 


| riſÞ, there is fronting, Prov.11.10. which was Cpl to 
the life at the death of Nero, of whom the Poet thus ſings, 


Cum mors crudelem rapuiſſet ſeva Neronem 
Credibile eft multos Romam apitaſſe jocos. 


J 
When cruel Nero-dy'd th* Hiſtorian tells, 


1 . How Romedid mourn with Bonefires, Plays and Bells. 


the Poet ſings, : 


into-the- occaſion of that convocation, which mine eye | 


_— 


| Remarkable for contempt and ſhame have the ends ofma- |\ © 
bloudy Tyrants benz ſo Pompey the great ,/ of whom | | 


, 

| a 
i 

# 
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Nudus paſcit aves Jacet en qui poſſidet orbens.,\ 
_ Exigue telluris inops 

Birds eat his fleſh, lo now he cannot have - 

Who rul'd the world, a ſpace to make a grave; 


F 
— — — 


death. 


For mine own part, I wiſh I may fo order my converſa- 
tion in the world, that I mayflive when I am dead in the af- 
tkeions of the beti, and leave an honourable -tcftimony in 


good to all, and ſay when I dye, as good Ambroſe did, I am 
'neither aſhamed to live, nor afraid to dye. 


MEDIT., II. 


| — 


baſh from a purſuing Hawk, 


fave her (elf from her enemy, who hover 
the buſh in which ſhe was fluttering and {queeking, I could 
not but haſten to relieve her , ( pity and ſuccour being a due 
debt to the diſtreſſed) which when I had done,the bird would 


a& of-kindne(s was-abundantly repaid: by this Meditation, 
with which Lreturned to my'walk. My ſoul, like this Bird, 


certainly made a prey of it, had not Jeſus Chriſt been aſan- 
I&uary to it-in that hour of danger. How ready did. I find 
tkimro-receive my poor ſoul into his proteQtion? thendid he 


The like is ftoried of Alexander-the great , who lay un-| 
buried thirty dayes, and I/;llizem the Conqueror, with many 
other ſuch Birds of prey 3 whilſt a beneficial and holy life is 
uſually cloſed up in an honourable and much lamented | 


the conſciences of the worſt; that I may oppreſs none, do 


VvW Hen ſaw how hardly the poor bird was put ko it to]. 
d juſt over]. 


not depart from the bufh, thoughher enemy were gorte}/this | 


was once diſtreſſed, purſued, yea, ſeized by. Satan, who had|' 


La 


. |Upox the ſight of a Black: bird taking ſaniFuary in a 


ke pood that {cet promiſe.to'my experience, Thoſe that 


A —_— 


—_— 
—_—KSR_—__— 
TE 


w = 4 —__———_ 


IM Log . 


come! . 


Ys 


, — * 1 _— 
GY 4 ATW. AN Ls IE a 
_ _——_— 4 . - 


. < "._. - 


ox 35. Fakes 


| *. . = : _ . '* © : 
> —— 4 OS ya "4 . 
- Si, 4 . © go \g=«'» ® . "yt 
* = 
i - PY . PROS Was % +» LS Mo < »& ” #4 ”" % d 
” A, #..* | | 
. j + o 
FI EYF*7% * fa : 
« 1 . 4 { = . 


by o 
"= * . 
- - \ 
Rt . 


4 : 
þ 
——___——_ A. 


« MAE andthe plat peaſants. bow: (pruce: and Tichly 


| chat pre 
| walking | 


| torn to pieces indeed, and devoured, but then a few minutes 


| and make me ſay with Ezraz. and now, O Lord ! fince thou 


| upp the fel of divers Lenneas Intermingling with 
CY | 


' | ſcavllet; nickily laidiwith goli and filver lace) are thoſe? how 
tplkinly: clad, in a+home-ſpun' Countrey ruſſet are theſe ? 


; 01049 
Le 424 F | a - c | - 


It call'd'to mind: 


unto me for refuge. 
Jeſus to Aiftreſſed ſou's, that come unto him; Blefled Jefus ! 
how ſhould I love and praiſe thee ? glorifie and admire thee, 
tor that great ſalvation thou haſt wrought for me. If this 
Bird had fallen into the claws of her enemy, ſhe: had been 


had diſpatcht her, and ended all her pain and miſery; but had 
my ſoul fallen-into the hand of Satan, there had bcen no end 
of its miſery. | | 

Would not this ſcared Bird be fluſht out of the buth that 
ſecured her, though IT had chaſed away her enemy ? and wilt 
thou (my ſoul) eyerbe inticed or ſcared from Chrilt thy re- 
has. O let this for ever ingage thee to keep cloſe to Chriſt, 


| 


haſt given me ſuch a deliverance as this, ſhould I again break 
thy commandments ? | 


—_ 


MEDTITT. Iv.' 7 


PO _—__——— 


« flock: of Sparrows, ;. 


inks theſeBirdsdo fitly reſemble ;the gaudy :Gal- 


adorned with ſhining/and: variaisxoloured Aeathers, (like 


{ 


{Fine feathers (faith our :Proverb) make. proud. birds; : and 
Lyatithe Feathers of the Sparrow, are as ufetu] and beneficial, 
4bdth forwirmebbandflight,thovgh notÞo, gay andarnames- P 
1td} a8«lidochers3-qnd it:both were fiript out of nk 1:0 

t | Wk 
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under the finelt cloaths. And beſides, God.cam tnake:mean 


| and homely garments as uſeful and beneficial to poox Yelpifed 


Chriſtians, as-the ruffling and ſhining garments of wanton 
Gallants are tothem z and wken God (hall trip men out of 
all external excellencies, theſe will be found to exect their 
glittering neighbours, in.trac worth and excellency. 
Little would a man think ach rich treaſures of grace, 
wiſdom, humility, &c. lay under ſome ruſſet Coats. 
Sepe ſub attrita latitat ſapientia weſte- 
Under poor garments more true worth may be, 
Than under {i}ks that whilile, who but he ? 


Whilft on the other fide, the heart of the wicked (as Sole- 


, 


' mon hath obſerved ) is little worth, how much ſocver his 
| cloaths be worth. Alas! it falls out too frequently "_ 


us, as it doth with men in the Iadies, who walk over the ric 


thers, the. Sparrow would prove the better- Bi of the two; 


| by which I ſee, that the'greateſt worth doth wayes lye: 


veins of gold and filver Oar, which lyes hid under dragged 
and barren ſurface, and know it not. For my own part, I de- 


firenot to. value any man by what is extrinſecal and worldly, | 


but by that true internal excellency of grace, which makes 
the face to ſhine mn the eyes of God and good men : I would 
contemn a vile | 
of the- world; bat honour ſuch as fear the Lord; how ſordid: 
and deſpicable foever to appearance, | | 


——— _ ————— - 


MEDIT.”V. 


—_—— — Cr —_—_—_ _— 
———— 


Kpon the fight of a Robbin- red-briaft plking up a worm 


from a Mole-hill then reſpug. | | 


CO SEving the Mole working induftrioulf-beneath, and | 
| ” 


the Bird watching (o intently above I midea ſtand: 


on, . though never {0 glorious: in the eye}/ 


obferve the iſſue. When ina little time the bir 
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which I perceived was crawling apace 


of another” which from above waited for her, My thoughts 
preſently ſuggeſted theſe Meditations from that occafion ; 
me thought this poor worm ſeem'd to be the Emblem of my 
poor foul, which 15 more endangered by its own luſts of pride 
and covetouſneſ(s, than this worm was er the Mole and 
Bird ; my pride, like theaſpiring Bird watc 

my covetouſneſs, like,this ſubterranean Mole, digging for it 
; beneath, Poor ſoul ! what a ſad Dilemma art thou brought 
to? If thou godown into the caverns of the earth, there 


thou aſpire, - or but-creep upward, there thy pride waits to 
cuſnare thee. Diſtreſſed ſoul ! whither wilt thou go ? aſcend 


ſation, befide which, there is no way for thy preſcrvation 3 
the way of life is above tothe wiſe, &c. 
Again, Icould not but obſerye the accidental benefit this 
pou harmleſs Bid obtained by the labour of the Mole, who 
unting intentionally for her ſclf, unburroughed and ferrited 
| out this worm for the Bird,whopoffibly was hungry enough, 
and could not have been - relieved for this time, but by the 
| Mole, the fruit of whoſe labours ſhe vow fed upon. Even 
thus the Lord oft-times makes good his word to his people : 
The wealth of the wicked #5 laid up for the juſt: And again, The 
earth ſhall belp- the woman. This was tully exemplified in 


in poſſeſlives. Shall I take my bread ? &c. and give 1t to one 
I know not whom 3 and yet David reaps the fruit of all the 
painsand toyl of Nabal at laft. Let-it never incourage me to 


h- x5 {eat 3 but if providence reduce me to neceſſity, and 
| ” 


--. [difadle me'from helping my ſelf, I doubt not then but it will 
provide inſtruments to do it. The Bird was an hungry and. 


jcould not dig, 


ak 


43 


thou arta prey to thy covetouſneſs: that hunts thee 3 and if! 


thou mayeſt, not by a vain elation, but by a heavenly conver+ 


1dleneſs, that God fometimes gives his people the truit of 
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{cizcs upon a worm , 
from the enemy below that hunted her,. but tell to the ſhare 


| 


es for it above; |. 


| 


Dawid, to whom Nabal that churliſh muck-worm {peaks all}- 


| 
| 


ee —— 


P—_— 


X | l , : - ry : 
= meme ery nnd 
* Occaftortal lations: - 


ME.D1T.--vl. 
| | 
Upon the ſhooting of two Finches fiehting in the CAir, 


| bow ſoon hath death ended the quarrel betwixt theſe 
two little Combatants ! had they agreed better, they 
| might have lived longer 3 *twas their own contention, tha? 
| gave both the opportunity and provocation of their death ;, 
and though living they could not, yet being dead they can lye! 
quietly together tn my hand, | 

| - Fooliſh Birds , 'was it not enough that Birds of prey 


mean) tcaring and wounding each other, like ſo many birds 
l of prey, and by their unchriſtian conteſts givirig the,occafion 


well obſerves, if ever ChriſtiansFiwill- agree, *ewill either be' 


But O! what pity is it, chat thoſe who ſhall agree fo per-| 
tely in heaven, ſhould bite and devour each other upon| 
earth? that it ſhould be (aid of them; as one-ingenioiiſly obs}: 
ſerved , who ſaw their carcaſes lyetogether ; asif they hai bl 
lovingly :embraced each other, whofell together By a 4 
Quanta amicitia ſe invicem ampleFuntur ; qui muna & impla- | 
cobili inimicitio perieranms. + + 7, OLE 
1; Habracing one ariother, now our 6 ae Bon - 

:1.-Whoby ach othersbloudy hind&dit dye; oO 
: Oi he (aid, who vbſerved' how! quittly '4hF peaceably 


of their common ruin 5 yea, and that nor only whetr at li-f 
berty,as theſe were; but when incaged alſo; and yet, as'one} 


—- —_ 


in a priſon, or in heaven; for in: a'priſon their quarrelſom | 
luſts lye low, and.in heaven'they ſhalt be'utterly done away:{ 


ME 
4 


watched to devour them, but they mult peck and ſcratch one - 
another ? Thus have I ſcen the Birds of Paradiſe (Saints T} 


_—_ 


the dult and bones, rvea'of tnernits ©d/Tye tighther in the | 
grave; Non tanta vivipace conjundti eſſetis 3 you Wid not live 
together ſo peaceably. It conſcience of Chriſts command, 


[powerfully peſwader to unity and arity. 
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will not, yet the conſideration of common fafety ſhould} 


_MEDIT.\. 


MEDIT. VII 


1tpon the ſinging of a blind Finch by nicht, 


* A Dear friend, who was a great obſerver 'of the works of 
God in nature, told me, That being cntertain*d with 
a ſight of many raritiesat afriends bouſein Lowdonz among | 
other things , his friends ſhewed him 2 Finch, whoſe eyes | 
being put out, would frequently fipg, even at midnight. This | 
;Bird in my opmion, 15 the lively Eqablern of Gach careleſs and | 
-unconcerned perſons, as the Prophet deſcribes, Ames 6.4456. | 
"who chant to the Viol, when a diſmal night of trouble and 
-aMiQion hath overſhadowed the Chuxch. You would have 


I when all others are ina deep filence,z, 


re we made 
gc it is, that any 
nldfo unſcafonably þ 


= ſhould live in pleafure, whilſt ſhe her ſelf lyes in tears. 


| | 


- 
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ſt, the rain oves ani gone, theflowers 
andthe time of ethic ſinging of 


0tcafional Meditations, 


MEDIT, vII. 
Kpon the comparing of two Birds neſts. 


; th pretty to obſerve the firuture and commodiouſneſ 
of the habitations of theſe little Archite&s, who though 
they a@ not by reafon and counſel , but only by, natural m- | 
ſtin&, yet reaſon it ſelf could hardly have contrived a neater 
building of ſuch fimple materials. - How neatly hath the 
Thruſh ceiled or plaiftercd his neſt, with admirable art and 
induſtry ? how warmly hath the Finch matted his? and 
both well fenced againk the injury of the weather, 
1 How comfortably hath nature provided convenient habi- 
tations, for theſe weak and oy 
warm lodging, -and variety of proviſions hourly brought 
them, without thei care or pains ? This trifling obje& ſug- 
gelts to my thoughts,-a more excellent and ferious contem- 
plation, even the wonderful and unparallel'd abaſement of 
Feſws Chriſt, who for my fakevoluntarily ſubmitted himſelf 
to a more deſtitute and negleRed ſtate, than theſe Birds of the 
Air 3 for Mat.$;20. he faith, The foxes have holes. and the 
birds of the air have neſts 3 but 1bz Son ef mai hath vin where to 
|tay bis heads | 


Valpibus in ſalta rapes exciſa latebyas 

Prebet, & aerzis avibus dat filvs quictens © 

Aft bomintis Nato aullis ſntcedere teOit 

Eft lititum —————— _ 

The craggy rack to foxes holes affords, - 

The pleaſant woods, a reſting place tobirds. * 
For Chriſt no fixed habications found” -  -- 


er young ones, who have| 


But what was borrowed, ot the naked ground. 1 
| --O melting conſider#ti0n'! that the glorious Son of God; | 


Fob-r 14; The Lird of ghoty,. Jams 2+ 1. 
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thought it no fobbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2.8. who from 
«ll eternity was inhnitely and ig<tfably delighting and rejoycin 
' | i the boſom of bis father, Prov.8.30, That he, I fay, ſhou] 
| manifeſt himſelf zz fleſp, 2-Tim. 3, 16, yea, 2 thelikeneſs of 
fiufwl fleſhy, Rom.8.3. that is, in fleſh, that had the marks and 
eftcs of fin upon it, as nunger, thirſt, pain, wearineſs and 
| mortality 3 and-not only fo, but to chule fuch a ttate'of out- 
ward meannels and peverty, never being poſſeſſed of a hoyſe 
| in this world 3 -bur living a7 ſtranger in other mens houlcs, 
| and floopiag in this refpe& to a lower condition than the ve- 
nagh whis ry birds of the Air, and all this fox,cnemies. O Jet it work, 
mibi charior, | both admiravion and thankfulneſs in my ſoul ! my body is| | 
Bern, || better accommodated than the body of my Lord. , Dear Je- 
| | ſus { by how much the viler thou madeſt thy (clfe for me; by 
| { ſo much the dearer ſhalt thou be tome. 
| \ 
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4 | ,_ - Wpon the early fungingiof Birds. - 


Fn (oh am I reproved of fluggiſhneſs by theſe watghtul | 
E - | 1-Þ Birds ! which cheertully.entertain the very dawning of 
4 | the morning, with their cheerful and delightfulwarblings ! | 
KM -- :-. + ; they ſet their little ſpirits all awork betimes, whilſt my no- 
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Occaſional Meditations, 


Tis pity, that Chriflians of all men ſhould fuffer ſleep t6j- 


cut ſuch large thongs out of fo narrow a hide, as their time 
on carth is. - But alas ! it is not fo much early riſing, as a 
wiſe _—_— thoſe freſh and free hours with God, that 
will inrich the ſoul 3 elſe, as our Proverb faith, a man may 
beearly up, and never the neer 3 yea, far better it is to be 
found in bed ſleeping, than to be up doing nothing, or that 
which is worſe than nothing. O my foul? learn to pre- 

fefs thy (elf every morning with the thoughts of God, and 
uffer not thoſe freſh and ſweet operations of thy mind, to be 
proltituted to earthly things 3 for that is experimentally true, 
which one in this caſe hath pertinently obſerved; That if 
the world get the fiart of Religion in the morning, it will 
be hard for Religion td overtake it all the day ateer. | 


—_—_—— —_— 
mm 


MEDIT. X. 


| 
Upon the haltering of Birds with a grain of hats. 


| Bſerving in a ſnowy ſcafon, how the poor hungry Birds 
were haltred and drawn in by a grain of hair cunning-| 


|| companions were drawn away from them, oneafter another, 
all the interruption it gave the reſt, was only for a minute 


which their companions. were drawn, and then fell to their 
meat again, as buſily as before. I could not chule bur ſay, 
Even thus ſupprizingly doth death ſteal upon the children of 
men, whilſt they are wholly intent upon -the cares and plca- 
fares of this life, not at all ſuſpeRing its fo near approach. 
Theſe birds ſaw not the hand that infnared them, nor" do 
they ſee the hand of death: plucking them one after another, 


into the grave. 


ly caſt over their heads, whilſt poor creatures they. were bu-, 
fily feeding,and ſaſpeRed no danger 3 andeven whilſt their} . 


or two, whilſt they fiood peeping into that hole through] . 


Onnibu| 


Mr. Caſe-in 
Epiſt. co.che 
Torn, Let, 


- | before 1 go, Mat. 6.19. carry with me a good conſeicnce|. 
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| &ion and trouble to me3 had my ſoul kept cloſe with God 
jar. libetty and proſperity, he would never thus have clogged| 
_ me 


Pas + , ti . \ 
bſexras injecit ills MuUNM 

Death's ſteps ave ſwift, and, yet no noiſe. it make ; * 
' Its hand unſeen, but yetrmoſt furely takes, 


- Andeven as the ſurviving Birds for alittle time . ſeemed 
to ſtand affrighted, Peeping after their companions, and then 
as bufie at ever to their meat again : Juſt ſo it fares with the 
carcleſs inconſiderate world, who ſec others daily dropping 
into eternity round about them, and for the. preſent axe a 
little ſtartled, and will look into the grave aſter their neigh- 
bours, and then fall as bufily to their earth] y imployments 
and pleaſures again as ever, till their own turn comes. | 
| LI know, my God | thatT muſi'die as well as others ; but, 
O let menot dic asdo others, let me ſee death before I fee] 
it, and conquer it betore it kill me; let it not come as an 
enemy upon my back , but rather let me mcet it asa friend 
half way ! Die I mult, but let me lay up that good treaſure 


when I go, 2 Tim.4-6,7..and leave behind me a good exam- 
ple-when Iam gone, and then let death come and welcom ! 
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MEDITATIONS upon Beaſts. 


—— 
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MED 1 T. I. 
ipon the clogging of « ſrajing Beaits. 


H* this Bullock contended himfelt, and remained qui- 
- Actly within his own bounds , his Owner had never put 
fach an heavy clog upon his neck) but I ſec the prudent Huf- 
batdman_ chufes rather co keep him with his clog, than loſe 
him for want of one. What is clog is to him , that is affli- 
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 Occaſianal Meditations, 


m—_ 4 


tray from God no more, who ha 


ty, to run from God and duty. 


\ 


again, to prevent a $reame miſchict, 
that for many years 


both. 


word, 


*Tis true, I am ſometimes, as weary of theſe troubles, as 
this poor Beaſt is of the'clog he draws after him, and often 
wiſh my ſelf rid of them 3 bur yer, if God ſhould take them 
off, for ought I know I mighttnve cauſe to wiſh them on; 
'*Tis ſtoried of Baſil, 
e was forcly aflited with an inveterate 
0 head-ach, (that was his clog) he often prayed for the removal 
of it, at laft God removed it 3 but inſtead thereof he was| 
ſorely exercited with the motions and temptations of luſt, 

'| which when he perceived , he as carneſtly deſired his head-| 
ach again, to prevent a greater evil, Lord ! if my cortupti- 
ons may. be [prevented by my affliction, I refuſe not tobe| 
clogged with them.z but my ſoul rather defaxes thou wonld6 |. 
haſten the time when I ſhall be for eyes freed from therg 


-me with adverſity 3 yea, and happy were it for me, 1t I might 

| thus clogged me with pre- 
ventive afflitions. If with David I might ſay, Before I was 
afflited I went aftray, but now Thave kept 
O my ſoul ! *ris better tor thee, to have thy pr 
with poverty , thy ambition with reproach, thy carnal ex- 
pecancies wich conftant difappointments,than to be at liber- 


It 119.67 
ide clogged 
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MEDIT. 


poor Dog followed my hor 


day. 
DO 


IT, 


| Upon the love of «a Dog to his Maſter. 
| HR many weary ſteps through mirc and dirt, hath this}. 
eels to. day 2 and all this| 
for a very poor reward, for-all he gets by.it at night, - is but]. 
bones and blows , yet will he not leave my company, Sat ial 
content upon ſuchhard terms, to travel with me from day to 


O my { 1! what conyidtian. and ſhaqne may. this leave 
up! n hey ho art oftentimes even weaxy of following thy | 
after Chr#f, whole Towards and incourggements. of cbe-1 . 
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ience are ſo incomparably ſweet and ſure, I cannot beat. * 
back this Dog from Dllawieg mez but every inconfiderable 
trouble is enough to diſcourage me in the way of my duty. 
3 Ready Tam to reſolve as that Scribe did, Myg. 8. 19. Mz 
 . "Veer, Twill follow thee whitherſoever thou goeſt 3 but how doth my' 
{heart faulter when I muſt encounter, wich the difficulties of 
the way? O! let me make a whole heart-choice of Chritt, 
K for my portion and happinels ! and then TI ſhall neyer leave 
[himm, nor turn back from following him, though the preſent 
+ 4 diffcultics were much more, and the preſent incouragements 
op much cls; 


———— 
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i Upon the: fighting of two Rams, 


T Aking notice how'furiouſly theſe Sheep whichby nature 
» are mild and geritle, did yetlike Bulls puſh each other, 
eckin g their advantage by going back to meet with a greater 
xige-and fary. Methought 'F ſawn this a plain'Emblem'of 
the unchriſtian conteſts and animoſities which fall our 
amongſt them that call themſelyes the people of God ,, who 
in Scripture are alſo ſtiled Sheep, for their meckneſs and in- 
nocency 3 and yet, through the remaining corruptions that 
are in themy*'thus* do they puſh each other 3 (as one long 
| (ince comphained) nou ſecus dC. | ; \ I} 4 


[2 Gum davronoinfr Intmic#iypretiatanrs, 1 | 
zif) Frontibus incurrunt - lot} nn, 1 ; . \ $. - b - 

- 'Shall'ChriftianFone auother. wourid 4rd puſh, © 
} © "Like furiouy'Buls, yhen'they together'rulb? | - | 
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Occafeonal Meditations.” © 
or oppoſition of Sciences, fallly ſo c<'1;d, that haygmade fo.ma;} 
. | ny broyls and uproars in the, Chriſtian -worſd ? O ! what} 
claſhings have theſe heady opinions cauſed m the Churches? 
firſt heads, and then hearts have claſhed. Chriſtians have no! 
diſtinguiſhed betwixt adverſarias litis, & perſone 3 an adver-; | 
fary to the opinion, and to the perſon 53 but dipt their tongues] . 
and pens in vinegar and gall, ſhamefully afperſing and re- 

proaching one another, becauſe their underſtandings were 
not calt into one mould, and their heads all of a bigue(s. But 
(2) that which Countrey-men obſerve from the tghting of 
| Sheep, That it preſages foul and flormy weather, is much more! i 
certainly conſequent upon the fighting'of Chrifts Sheep. Do} | 
| 
| 


| theſe claſhand puſh? ſurely it is an infallible proguoſtickof an; 
enſuing form, Mal.4.6. | 
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Hpon the catching of « Horſe in a fat Paſture, |} 


AN, Hen this Horſe was kept in poor ſhort leas, where] 
{i VV; he had much ſcope, but little graſs how gentle and} 
tractable was he then ? he would not only ſtand quiet ta be 
taken, but come to hand of his own accord, and follow me up 
and down the field for a cruſt of bread, or handtul of Oats; 
but fince T turned him into this fat paſturegheromes no more 
[to me, nor will ſuffer me to comeneer him 3 but chrowsnp 
'his heels wantonly againſt me, and flies from:me, as if I were; 
rather his exemty than Benef ator, 'In this I behold the carriage 
| of my own heart towards God, who the more he. hath fone! 
for me, the ſcldomer :doth he hear from me; in alow and 
' afflicted ſtate, how tractable is my heart to duty ? then it 
comes to the foot of God voluntarily ; but.in ax exalted con- 
dition, how wildly doth my heart run from Godand duty? 
| With this ungrateful requital God faulted his: own 'people; 
| Fer. 2.34; teachable and tractable in, the wilderveſi, butt © - - 
| PR atted in that we <7 Canaan, Then, we areLordn ©. + 
JEGCENETINIER rn rm nr mm mr | | 
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"(we will come #0 more tothee, How ' ſoon are: all'Gods formier 


benefits forgotten ? and how often is chat ancient Obſerva+ 
tion verified, even in his own people ? mw | 


Mflc Thy d\6o wv woxi5e WeRTKH Yaeks, 
' Poſt muxera cito eonſeneſcit gratia. 
No fooner do we gifts on ſome beſtow, 
- But preſently our gifts gray headed grow. 


But that's a bad Tenant that will maintain a Suit at Law 
aint his Landlord, with his own rent 3 and a bad heart 


| that will fight againſt God, with his own mercies, I wiſh 
' {it may be with my heart, as it is reported to be with the wa- 
- |] ters in the Kingdom of Congo, that arenever {o' ſweet to the 
- Jraſte, as when the tide is at the higheſt, , 
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pon the hunting of « Deer, N 
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| they pierced my hands aud my feet. 
.- And canſt thou expe&, © my ſoul ! to farebetter than he 
| did, or eſcape the rage of men? Surely, if the Spirit 
of Chrilt dwell in thee 3- it his holineſs have ſavoured thee; 
theſe Dogs will wind it, and give thee chaſe too + they go 
upon the fcent of holineſs Rill, and would hunt to deſtrudti- 
on every one, in whom there is aliquid Chriſti, any thing of 
Chriſt, it the gracious providence of the Lord did not ſome- 
times rate them off : For it is nodes a pleaſure, which ſome 


beafis. 


Venator defeſſa thoro quum membra repowit 

Mens tamen ad Syluas, & ſua laſtra redit. 

Whilti weary Huntſmen 1n the night.do ſleep, 
Their fancies in the Woods 3 Riill hunting keep. 


Lord ! ſhould I with the hypocrite decline the profeſſion 
and practiſe of holineſs , toeſcape the rage of perſecuting 
enemics, at what time they ceaſe, my own conſcience would 

begin to hunt me like a Blood-hound 3 let me rather chuſe 
to be chaſed by men than God , to flee before purſuing ene- 
mies, than be dogged fram day to day. with a guilty con-: 
(cience. , 
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MEDITATIONS upon Trees. 


| Upon the fall of bloſſoms, nipt by « { roſty morning. 


compaſſed me abt, the aſſembly of the wicked bave inchſ.d me 


wicked ones take in hunting the peopleof God, than what | 
Claudian the Poet obſerves menule to take, in hunting wild | 
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bloſoms. of waripurcalours, 
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Otraſional Meditations. 
| forth the delicious oJours into the circutnambient air, and 
adorned the branches on which they grew, like ſo many 
| rich jewels, or glittering pendents 3 and further obſerving, 
1 how theſeperfumed bloſſoms dropt off, being bitten with the 
$ froſt, and diſcoloured all the ground, as it a ſhower of ſnow 
1 hadfallen ; I aid, within "my ſelf, theſe ſweet and early 
blofſorns are not unlike my ſweet and carly affecions to the | 
| Lord, 'in the dayes of my firft acquaintance with him. O! 
what fervent love ? panting defires, and heavenly delights 
beautified my ſoul in thoſe dayes! the odoriterous fcent of 
the ſweeteſt bloſſoms,-the morning breath of the moſt fra- 
grant flowers, hath not half that ſweetneſs with which thoſe 
| my firſt affeRtions were inriched. O! happy time, thrice 
' pleaſant _—_ ! my ſoul hath it ſtill in remembrance, and 
'{ 15 hambled within me; for theſe alſo were but bloſſoms which 
| now axe nipt and faded, that firſt flouriſh is gone 3. my heart 
is like the Winters earth, becauſe thy face, Lord , is tome 
like a Winter Sun. Awake, O North wind ! and come, South 
| wind, blow upon my garden, that theſpices thereof may flow out, 
| then let my beloved come into bis garden , and eat bis pleſant 
fruat ! 
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Upon the kpitting or ſetting of fruit. 


| EraaFromy obferved,, that when the bloſſoms of a tree, 
' Þ ſet and knit, though the flouriſh thereof be gone, and no- 
| thing but the bare rudiment of the expected fruit be left 3 

| yet then the fruit is much better ſecured from the danger of 

 froſts and winds, than whilſt it remained in the flower or 

i bloſſom; for now it hath paſt one of thoſe criticel periods, 

*P (in which ſo many trees' miſcarry and loſe their fruit. And 
73 | methought,this natwral Obſervation fairly led me to this Theo- 
vs * | {logical Propoſition. That good motions and boly purpoſes inthe 
23" foul, are never ſecured and paſt their moſt dangerous Crifis, = 
g - CRISS, | .- .- -— _— 
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j be turned into fixed reſolutions, and anſwerable exeentions, 


Occafronal Meditations. 


which is as the knitting and ſetting of them. * | 
Upon this Propoſition my melting thoughts thus dilated, } 
Happy had it been for thee, my fol! had all the bleſſed mo- 


have mine affections blown and budded under the warm: 
beams of the Goſpel ! but achill blaſt from the cares, trou- | 
bles and dclights of the world without, and the vanity and 
deadnefſs of the heart within have blaſted all; my goodneſs 
hath beePbut as a morning dew, or early cloud that vaniſh- 
eth away :' And even of divine Oxdinances I may ſay, what 
is ſaid of humane Ordinances, They have periſhed inthe uſing. 
A bloſſom is but fruftus imperfetius, & ordinabils, an imper- 
tet thing in it ſelt, and ſomething in order to fruit; a good 
motion and holy purpoſe, is but opus imperfetinum, & ordins- 
bile. an imperfect work, in order toa compleat work of the 
Spirit, When that primus impetus, thoſe firſt motions were 
{trong upon my heart, .had I then purſued "them in the force 
and vigour of them , how many, difficulties might I have. 


| 


ſoul amiſcarrying womb, or dry breaſts. 
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MEDI T.: Il: 
Upon the ſight of a fair ſpreading 01k, 


' FHat-a lofty flouriſhing Tree is here ? It ſeems ra-]- 
\Y ther to be a little Wood, than a fingle Tree ;-every 
limb thereof having the dimenſions and branches of a Tree 
in itz ahd yet'as great as'it is, it was-once but a little ſlip, 
whichone might pull -up with two fingers ; this'vaſt body 
was contained virtually, and potentially in -a'\mall Acorn, 


| be ready to dye. As things in natur,; 


deſpair of rgiving ns an eminency of grace, though at pre-1 
ent it be but as a bruiſed reed, and the t aypring any ia-ine,] 
(othe'things- of this} 
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tions of the Spirit been thus knit and fixed in thee. O, how þ 


overcome ? Revive thy work, O Lord ! and give not to my ; 


Well then, I will never deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, nor] 
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.. 4 Spirit grow up to their fulncfs.and. peefeRipn ,, by Now and 

3 | ;nſenf le Cs, The famous Cd Feooieat 2th of tkemoſt 

54 renowned believers, were ſich as theryſtlves Gould not once 

= perform, or it may be'think they ever ſhould, - Great things 

= both in nature and grace, come from ſmall and contempti- 

EF * \ble beginnings. | ; 
] 

MEDI1TT. Iv. - 


pen the fight of muy flicks lodged in the branches of 
| a cholce frat Tree. 


Ow is this Tree batter'd with ſtones, and loaded with 
Ricks that have been thrown at it ? whilſt thoſe char 
]grow.aþout it being barzen, or bearing harlkier fruir, cleape | | 
XÞ [untouched ! Surely, if its fruit had not been fo good; irsu-7" 
1- ſage had not been phad.; and. yet it is affirmed, that ſome 


{trees, as the Walnut, &c. bear the better, for being thus brui- 
Red and battered. Po * 
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whom he hath in arms of power, like fo many boyes 
about an. lips water to have flingat them. | - 
| But God turns all the ſto "wn ſtones 
1to his pepple>- $ batter'd. 
q. Ang 
' 5 ol 


thus increaſe 3 | 
i 's turned into peace. 
©, }Þ-LetmebebutfruittultoGod io-holinck, andever abound- 
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{ternal form: and appearance-: This is not the firft cime I'have 


| 


 Oecaſinal Meditations, 


areMinging at me, either by hand or tongue perſecutions, 1 
will ſing amidſt them all with the divine Poet, 


What open force, or hidden charm 
Can blaſt my fruit, or bring me harm 
While the incloſure is thine arm, 


LY GIC IUUL I 


MEDIT. V, 


Hpon the gathering of choice fratt, from 
' wnpromiſing 10. I i, 
V ' 7 Ould any man think.to;find ſuch rare delicionsfruit 
upon.fuch an unworthy Tree to appearanggguthi 

is ? Iſhould rather have expected: the moſt del | 
from the moſt handſom and flouriſhing Trees: by eT 
muſt neither judge the worth of Trees or Mea, by their ex- 


{ 


a ſcrabbed 


been deceived in judging by that rule; under: fair and pro» 
miling out-ſidesT have found nothingof worth, and in many | 
deformed deſpicable bodies, I have found precious and rich- 
ly furniſhed fouls. The ſapand juice of this fcrubbed Free 
is concoded: into:rare and excclient: fruits, whiliX the juice ? 
and ſap of ſome other fair, but barren Trees, ſerves only- to. 
keep them from rotting, which is all the uſe that many ſouls 
which dwell in beautifnl bodies ſerve for; they have (as one 


faith) oximorggro/oe » thely ulpare bus (atria (helix bodies. 
: 


Or ths, * '* 
The only uſe to which their ſouls do ſerve 
Is but like (alt, their bodies to preſerve. | 
If God have given me a ſouriddbul, ina ſound body; I'have: 
a double mercy to bleſs him for 3 but whether my body be: 


vigorous and beautiful or not , yet let my foul belo: Foras| 


the eſteem of this Tree, fo the eſteem and true honour c 
every man riſes rather from his. fruitfulneſs and'wſetainebs, | 
than from his ſhape and forms - 1 7 mobrto-c.4 
-t 9.31 vile Doo w3tt 0325 OMMT : MEDLIE:!| 
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| " MEDIT. VL 


Hpon 41 excellent, bat irrreular Tree. 


QEcins a Tree grow ſomewhat irregular, in a very neat 
£ Orchard,” I told the Owner it was pity that Tree fhould 
1 ſtand there; and that if itwere mine would root it up, and 
thereby reduce the Orchard to an exact uniformity. It was 
\replicd to this purpoſe, that: he rather regarded -the fruit 
than the forms 3 and that this flight inconveniency was abun-| 
4 |dantly preponderate@ by -a more conſiderable advantage. 
FE This-Tree, ſaid he,” which you would root up, hath-yielded 
Seth me:more fruit than many of thoſe Trees which have nothin 
Ele to commenid chem, but their regular ſcicuation. I coil 
| not but yield-to the xeafon of this anſwer, and could wiſh ir\_ 
| had been fpoked ſo loud;' hat all-our -Uniformity-men -hgg! 
heard it, who:will not tick to root up many hundred of the 
beſt bearers .in the Lords Orchard, becauſe' they fhand not in 
an cxadt order with ocher more conformable, but leſs. bene- 
| ficial Trees, who doperdere:ſabſtantiampropter aocidentia, de» 
{ troy the fruit; to. preſerve the form. 1 1 7 
5\1 | ;1+;Notimuch unlike fuch:fooliſh men-are thoſe © 
' (That ſtrive fbr ſhadows;/\and/ the ſubſtance loſe; - 
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[. -M E DITA TIONS "upon # Garden. 
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i ': Upon the new modelling of a Garden, 


_ NF 2 \. Gentlewoman ON 1 who-had-lately ſcen- a'neat and curioiis| 
$4 in, r1&urns to her own with a greater diflike of 
"A _.- yifthan xeſolves to new model the whole plot, _ re- 

We 1 4 _ duce 
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duceic to'4 bettor form, isnow betome {d carion and near, 
that not a weed or ſtone is fuffered in it, but all muſt lye in 
exquiſite order 3 and what ever ornament ſhe had obſerved ' | 

in neighbours, ſhe is now -reſttefs till the fee it tn her; 1 
own. , RA ©: 

Happy were it thought I, if in an holy emulation, every - 
one would thus endeavour to redifie the diſorders of their} - + . + Ji 8 
own converſation , by: the excellent graces they behold, inf © 
the more heavenly and regular lives of others. - Some Chri-. | 
ſtians there are (I wiſth-their number were greater ) .whole| { | q 
actions lye in ſuch a comely and beautiful coder; that- few ot| | 
their neighbours can look upon their examples without (elf |: - I! 
| convidtionand ſhame; but few are ſo happy to be provoked|:; " 
untoiſelt-reformation but fuch-rare patterns. Iſee;, :t is mich} 1 
eaficr to pull up many weeds out of a Garden, than one ccr-|- | 
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ruption out of the heart z and to procnre an hundred flowers]! 247 
to adorn. a knot, than one grace to beautific the ſoul,* _ Tis; BER 
more Mitural to corrupt man to envy, than to imitate, the; *T% 


(piritual exceltencies of others. 
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MEDIT. I. &'Y 


———_ — 


#Ypon the pulling up of a\Leek, . . - on | 


Whiite head, and a green tail ! how well doth this re]. 
| "Kemble an old wanton Lover ! whole green 'youchfal}] 
luſts are not extinguiſhed, though his white head declares that] . 
nature is'almoſ{Hb. ' Gray hairsfhould be alwayes match'd] 
with grave deportments, andtHefins of youth ſhould'rather} - 

be the griefs, than pleaſures of old age. ,*Tis wp wha [the 
{fins oh (bal; ke the diſfaſes of the body grow ſtronger, as}: + 
natireprows weaker : - And it recals to my mind that ang}; 
oy Nets pm yrr —__ —_— 
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Octafional Meditations. | 
| 'Tisa thouſad pitics, that thoſe who have one feot in the 
| orave, (hould live as it thc' other were in hell ! that their | 
 Iuſts ſhould be ſo lively, when their bodies are three parts 

dead. Such ſinful practiſes bring upon them more contempt 


and ſhame, than their hoary heads and reverend faces can 
procure them honour. 3X Pt oe | 


Ovid. $. Faſt, | Magna fuit capit# quondam reverentia cant, 
Inque ſuopretio ruga ſenilss erat. 

| | Gray hairs, and aged wrinckles did of old 
| Procure more reverence than'bags of gold. 


But alas! how little reſpe& or geverence 'can the hoary 
i head obtain amongſt wiſemen , except it be found'in. the 
{ way of righteouſneſs ? I think, the loweſt eſteem is-too much. 
far an old ſervant of the devil; and the higheſt honour little 
enough for an ancient and faithful ſeryant'of Chrift, ; 
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M.EDIT. IL 


" Upon a heedlefs tread in a curions Garden, 


Aſhng through the ſmall diviſions of a curious knot, 
& which was -richly adorned with rare. Tulips, and other 
beautiful lowers, I was very carcful to. ſhun thoſe flowers, 
| which indeed had-no. other worth to commend them, but 
their exquiſite colours, and unadviſcdly, trod upqn and ſpoyl- 
by an excellent choice herb, which though it grew obſcurely, 
yet had rare phyſical vertues in it, ets alas trndth+. 
| | "When I was made enſible of the involuntary, txeſpaſs 1 
ad committed, I thought I could ſcarcely make the Owner 
better compenſation, than by telling him , that herein } 
though _ = will) .I'did but IR in the fooſteps of 
greatelt part of the world , who are vcry carcfal (as I|- 
) to keep their Tue diftance from fptendid, though worth- 
Gallantsz mean whilc trawplingwpon, and cruſhing yr 
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Occahonal Meditations. 


under foot, the obſcure, but moſt recious fſeryants of God! 


ſons; as I did this precious herb. 


Summa ingenia in occulto ſepe latent, laith Plantys. 
In ſuch blind holes, as one would lictle think. 
For my own part, I deſire to tread upon no man with the | 


foot of contempt and pride, much leſs upon.any good man ;| 
. | and that I ngay not; it concerns me to look before I ſtep, 1 


rare Herb, Ihad never hurt it. 
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,M E D 1-T;: IV. 


: Upon 4 withered Poſey taken wp in the way, | 


Inding in my walk a Poſey, of once {weet and fragrant, 
but now dry and withered flowers, which I ſuppoſed to 
tbe thrown away by one that -had formerly worn it : Thus 
{aid I, doth the unfaithful world uſe its friends, when pro- 
vidence hath blaſted and withered them; whilſt they are rich 


[and bonourable, they will put: them ineo their boſoms, aq 


'the Ownerof this Poſey did, whilſt it was freſh and fragrants] 
'and as eafily throw them away, as uſeleſs and worthle6 
things, when thus they come tobe withered. Such uſage as: 
' this Petronvius long fince complained of, "— 


| 427 


| in the world. As little do they heed theſe moſt excellent per-| 


Rare wits and herbs ſometimes do fculk and ſhrink 


| mean, to conſider, before I cenſure : had 1 doneſo by this! 
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F Cum fortuna c wet veltum ſervats amict, or 
Cum cecetit'turpi vertitis ora filga.' (i. &) © © © "207 
Are they in honour ? then we {mile like friends, © -* 


; |inthe _ noſtrils ' of nature, that a Hearbex Poet ſevere! 
| j! es, and condemns it as moſt unworthy of a man. 
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| Arid with their fortunes all our friend{hip ends. ies OE 
|=: But this looſe and deceitful friendſhip fiinks iſo odjoully}. __ 


_y BO 


" ; G a1 "M1 ( Fo! $\ 

[ Turpe fequi caſum.& forums cdere, amicum Þ-<.*/4 
Et aifu ſit felix eſſe negare ſanm.-(4, 6) : 
| 'Tis baſe to change with fortune, and deny - 

_ * A faithful friend, becauſe in poverty. 


; 


| Andis this indeed the friendſhip of the world ? Doth yt 
| thus uſe them whom once it honoured ?. Then Lord !-let me 
never ſcek its friend{hip. O, let me eſteem the ſmiles and 


—_— 


: 4 | os honours of men'leſs, and thy love and favour more. Thy 
; | love is indeed unchangeable, being pure, free, and built upon | = 
=. nothing that.is mutable ; tyou never ſerveſt thy frieds as the 
 — world doth its darhings. | 
| 
bY j— _— — 
1 bet ME.DIT. V. 
r 7 Hpon the ſudden withering 0f. a Roſe, 
-/ B=; with my friend in a Garden;'we gathered cach of | 
| 


LJ us a Roſe; he handled his tenderly, ſmelld to-it bur ſel- 
dom and ſparingly, I alwayes kept it-to my noſe, or ſqueezed 
it in my hand, whereby ina very ſhort time, it loſt: both co- | 
Jour and ſweetneſs, buthis ill renjained as ſweet and -fra- 
grant aSif it had been growing upon its own root. Theſe 
' t Roſes ſaid I, are the true Emblems of the beſt and ſweeteR 
| creature-cnjoyments. in the world.z which being moderate- 
| Hy and cautiouſly uſed-and enjo for a long time yield 
fiveetneſsto the Poſleſſor of 'them; but if once the affei- 
ons {cize too greedily upon them,and ſqueeze them too hard, 
they quickly wither in-ous hands, and we loſe thie comfort of 
them and that cither through the fouls 'ſurfeiting upon 
{ them, or the Lord's righteous; and juſtremoval of be- 
| cauſe of the exceſs of our affeRions to them; earthly come | 
- { forts, like pictures, ſhew beſt at a due. diſtance. It was there- | 
_ ||Srengood ſaying of Homer, ries Feniloue, 80, ©... 
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Ocenfions bMeditetions. 
m js placet hoſpes <- na 
modum-odid 


Mihi nunqu. 
Dui valde prete 
I 11ke: him not who at the rate 

Ot all his might doth love or hate, 


vel att ate 


- Tis a point of excellent wiſdom tq' keep the golden bri- 
dle of moderation, upon all the affeRions we exerciſe upon 
earthly things,and never to flip thoſe reins; ualels-when'the 

move towards God, in whoſe love there js no; danger of  , 


ccls. 
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See?" OE WAGE 3c 
Upon the ſudden withering of beautiful flowers, 
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V1. 


1 bs freſh and orient did theſe Flowers EY | 


ſtood in all their pride and glory, breathing out their delici 
ous odours, which perfumed the air round about them, but 
{now are daver'd and ſhrivelled up, and have neithas any de- 
firable beauty, or ſavour in them. | OV 
Spyain a thing is the admired beauty of creatures,/whigh 
{fo captivates the | 


- 


the afetions.of vain man, yet. is as fuddenly blaſted as, the} 

beauty of a flower. | TE 
Forms boyum fragile ef guarige aecedit od annar, - ©: 
Fit minor & ſpaciac #0- {03.049 7? £127.67 | 


Et rs tt amiſſa ſpine reliaroſa. _ 2,3; + T8 $1594 of © , 
T—w erit quo vos.ſpeculum vidiſſe pigebjt,. jf $9721 | 


Fom venim r1ge. que 
How frail is beauty ?1.in how ſhort a time . 
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carts, and exerciſes a plealing tyranny gyer| 


Nec ſemper viole, nec ſemper likia flora. _ ; 1) *1 30th | 


8ihz corpus arent, $6 . tc. | 


-- It fades! like Roſes whichhave paſi-theiriprimes., : | o-,; 
Wo oo toHong 0 fat Bite Gott CNge 1692 1y 
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when being daſh'd ovar with che!rhorning dew , they} mh; 3: 


Er Ceraflorat Midna.” 


| So akackT; age the, faireſt face will p! plow, . VINNY "W 
| | 
' 


And caſt deep firrows onthe Mcdtheſt brow. 
Then where's that lovely tempting face? alas! 
Your ſelves would bluſh to view it in a glafs.” - 


If then thou delighteſt in beauty (O my ſoul?) chuſe that 
whichis laſting: There is a beauty which never fades, even 
8 |the beauty of holineſs upon the'inner man ; this abides freſh | 
EY - and orient for ever, and ſparkles gloriouſly when thy face 

3 (the (eat of natural beauty) is become an abhorrent and 
': loathſom ſpectacle. Holineſs enamels and fprinkles over] 
[the face of the ſoul with a beauty uponi which Chriſt him- 
' [ſelf is enamour'd , even i ea-Holincſs on carthris a Roſe 
. that breaths (weetly* in the bud; in heaven it will be full 
'| blown, and abide in its prime-to all eternity. gt 
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'M: E D. I Ts. vu. 
| F pen the tenderneſs of ome choice Flowers. 


{2 much care is neceſſary to preſerve the life of forne 
Flowers? They muſt be 'boxed up in the Winter, 
fothers tmiftbe coveted: with glaſſes in their ſpringing up, the 
Pfineft #nd richeſt mould -muft -be ſifted about the roots, and 
| affiduouſly watered, and all this little enough, and ſometimes] 
{| too little to preſerve them, whilſt other common and worth-] - 
'| lefsHlowrts-grow without'any-help of oursz' yea, we have' 
no leſs to do; to rid our Gardens of them, than” we have to: | 
| make the former grow theres *-1-! 
Thagdands the caſe with our- hearts, in; reference toithe 
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j2 agt© | C = them, they are tender things | 
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ALE Occaſional FT erg 


is the complaint of the divine Poct, 


Who would have thdnghe a joy - Sn 
lo coy ? } 
To be offended {o; - F T6 of, 
| and go: 2: 1; ff 1 
So ſuddenly away. yr 
Hereafter I had need. CO 
take heed. oo 
Joyes among other things: 
: _- have wings, 
And watch their opportunities 0L flight, 
Converting in a mornent-day to night.” 


be rid of them. Th hag £0 a What 1s Our fi in to re- 
member. Ke | rt : 
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"yy the Kia nee ati of aprivvi the ths 
| 4 of Vegetab Kh 
Obſerve that plants and herbs are. Gnathmcd 


and a ſmall matter will nipand kill them-. has this, parpdſeſ 


But vain thoughts, and unholy "1 ON theſe.ſpread | 
themſelves, and root deep in the heart, they naturally agree| 
with the ſoytz, ſo that it Is almoR:impoſkible at apy time to| 


(ME'DTT. -vih,, | 


Herbert 
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troſis, an Sl: without. fraſts they; word nei 
is pal J they. are Kea Bag dro 

ſer y, cannot ſab abſs A 
cheered by the heat of the Sun, and' yer. Arcka 
ns Carhies tem hem up. Thus, ves my. 7. (nl. ts 


refreſh me, and” yet thoſe Son-blai ret he 


id afflitions ſeem to kilt Lits coopſgres = ( 
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+ .-, . | Welcomemyhelth, mY Gckneb makes-me well; 
2 | 44 Med*cines adich ;”- © 
1: 4 ; Whenwith diſcaſes, I have liſt to dwell; 

| I'le wiſh for yous: 


Powers agieu : - / 

1 |  WhenIam-wearygrown anding table, 

'$ | Fi2 wiſh for.you. -- 

 _ ..,} Welcommy this loſs hath gain 4 me more 
1: -* | ? esadien: | 
1 q} when I again grow grevdy to be poor 


|\ mY wilh for you. 
| 'Welcorn my cr ace is glor 
Tc oy Y , ba; thi dieace g!OTY's 
| ; whey for renown arid fame Tihall be ſorry: ! 
(2x | 2320121 Ple:wiſh-for you: | 
B24 Welcom content, this ſorrow is my joy. 
. Pleaſures adieu, 
When I defire w Lat as pong annoy : 
Health, » rengtl, ghx'y = :mb<rY and __ 
Arc pared belt ſometinges, when they axe ſpent, 
| Sichnels and weaknef; loſſe, diſgrace, and ſorrow 
 _ Lend'moſt ſometimes, when mo "they ſeem to borrow. 


| F Andi ie improbable wayes, the Lord 


in- life, 'no marvel thert we ind fi h 
ry motions of 6ur hearts, 
od. with,os; and are'fji reft- 
Tn, us 3 which ret fs fr 

$ Epigram of c 
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Served ? wha arnyiery F- what a hi 
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